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The European with the Asian shore — 

Sophia's cupola with golden gleam — 
The cypress groves— Olympus high and hoar — 

The twelve isles, and the more than i could drean , 
Far less describe, present the very view 
That charmed the charming Mary Montagu. 

Don Juan. 



ADVERTLSEMI':XT— (1833.) 

Sib Walteb Soott tiansmitted ftom Naples, in Feb- 
ruaiy 1832, an Introduction for Castle Dangerous ; 

but if over he wrote one for a Second Edition of Eobert 
OP Pabis, it has not been discovered among his papers. 

Some notes, chiefly extcacte from the books which 
he had been obserred to consult while dieUiHnff this 
novel, are now appended to its pages ; and in addition 
to what the author had given in the shape of historical 
information respecting the principal real persons intro- 
duced, the Teader is here presented with what may 
probably amuse him, the passage of the Alexiad, in 
which Anna Coranena desoril)es the incident which 
originaUy, no doubt, determined Sir Walter's choice of 
a hiero. 

May, A.B. 1097. — "As for the multitude of those 

VOL. XLVI. B 
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who advanced towards tiik great city, let it be enoii^?li 
to say that they were as the stars in the heaven^ or as 
the sand upon the seapshore. They were^ in the words 
of Homer, om many at the leaves atid fldwers cf spring. 
But for the names of the leader, though they are 
present in my memory, I will not relate tlicm. The 
numbers of these would alone deter me, even if my 
language furnished the means of expressing their bar- 
barous sounds ; and for what purpose should I afflict 
mv readers with a lonc^ enumeration of the names of 
those, whose visible presence gave so much horror to 
all that beheld them ? 

"As soon, therefore, as they approached the Great 
City, they occupied the station appointed for them by 
the Emperor, near to the monastery of Cosmidius. 
But this multitude were not, like the Hellenic one of. 
old, to be restrained and governed by the loud voices of 
nine heralds ; they required the constant superintend- 
ence of chosen and valiant soldiers, to keep them from 
violating the commands of the Emperor. 

He, meantime^ laboured to obtain from th& other 
leaders that acknowledgment of his supreme authority, 
which had already been drawn from Godfrey [rovro<^^>c] 
himself. But notwithstanding the willingness of some 
to accede to this proposal, and their assistance in work- 
ing on the minds of their associates, the Emperor's en- 
deavours had little success, as the majority were looking 
for the arrival of Bohemond [Bat/ioj^roc], in whom they 
placed their chief conMence, and resorted to every art 
with the view of gaining time. The Emperor, whom 
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it ma not easy to deceive, penetrated their motiyes ; 

and "by granting to one powerful person demands 
which bad been supposed out of all bounds of expecta- 
tion, and by resorting to a varietj of other deTioeSy he 
at length preTailed, and won general assent to the fol- 
lowing of the example of Godfrey, who also was sent 
for in person to assist in this busiiieys. 

"All, therefore^ being assembled, and Godfirey among 
them, the oath was taken ; bat when all was finished, 
a certain Noble among these Connts had the audacity 
to seat himself on the throne of the Emperor. [ToXfxr}- 
trag r«c a^o Travrwi' twv KOfirjTuiv tvyeytjs f iQ tov ffKifinoda 
Tov Ba<rcXcMc €Kadteey,] The Emperor restrained himself 
and said nothing, for be was well acqnainted of old 
with the nature of the Latins. 

But the Count Baldwin [BaX^ovivoe] stepping forth, 
and seizing bim by the hand, dragged him thence, and 
with many reproaches said, ^It becomes thee not to 
do such things here, especially after haying taken the 
oath of fealty [SouXetar vTrotx^o^evaj]. It is not the 
custom of the Eoman Emperors to permit any of their 
inferiors to sit beside them, not even of such as are 
bom subjects of their empire ; and it is necessary to 
respect the customs of the country.* But he, answering 
nothing to Baldwin, stared yet more fixedly upon the 
Emperor, and muttered to himself something in his 
own dialect, which, being interpreted, was to this effect 
— * Behold, what rustic fellow [x^opirrjg] is this, to be 
seated alone, while such leaders stand around himl' 
The movement of his lips did not escape the Emperor, 



Digitized by Google 



WAYBBLET NOVELS 



who called to him one thai undeiatood theXiatin dialect^ 
and inquired what woids the man had spoken. When 

he heard them, the Emperor said nothing to the other 
Latins, but kept the tbiiig to liimself. When, however, 
the business was all over, he called near to him by 
himaelf that swelling and shameless Latin linlniKofpova 
erecvov irac draihrj], and asked of him, who he was^ of 
what lineage, and from what region he had come. * I 
am a Frank,' said he, 'of pure blood, of the nobles. 
One thing I know, that where thiee roads meet in the 
place from which I came^ there is an ancient church, in 
which whosoever has the desire to measure himself 
against another in single combat, prays God to help 
him therein, and afterwards abides the coming of one 
willing to encomiter him. At that spot bng time did 
I remain, hut the man bold enough to stand against me 
I found not.' Hearing these words the Emperor said, 
* If hitherto thou hast sought battles in vain, the time 
is at hand which will famish thee with abundance of 
them And I advise thee to place thyself neither 
before the phalanx, nor in its rear, but to stand fast 
in the midst of thy fellow-soldiers ; for of old time I 
am well acquainted with the war&re of the Turks.' 
With such advice he disnussed not only this man, but 
the rest of those who were about to depart on that 
expedition.'' — Alexiad, Book x. pp. 237, 238. 

Ducange, as is mentioned in the novel, identifies the 
church, thus described by the crusader, with that of 
Our Lady of Soissons, of which a French poet of the 
days of Louis VIL says — 
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Tdller 7 vout move fi Pelerin 

CSil qui bateUto yenleat fere et f ouniir. 

"DuoAsm m AUxiad, p. 86. 

The Prmcess Anna Comnena, it may be proper to 
observe, was bom on the first of December, a. d. 1083, 
and was conseqaenHy in her fifteenth yeaf when the 

chiefs of the first crusade made their appearance in her 
father's court Even then, however, it is not improb- 
able that she might haye been the wife of Mcephoms 
Bryenninsy whom, many years after his death, she 
speaks of in her history as roi- ifjiov Kaitrapay and in 
other terms equally affectionate. The bitterness with 
which she uniformly mentions Bohemund, Count of 
Tarentum, afterwards Prince of Antioch, has, however, 
been ascribed to a disappointment in love ; and on one 
remarkable occasion, the Princess certainly expressed 
great contempt of her husband I am aware of no 
other authorities for the liberties taken with this ladfa 
conjugal character in the novel 

Her husband, JSTicephorus Bryennius, was the grand- 
son of the person of that name, who figures in history 
as the rival, in a contest for the imperial throne, of 
Nicephoros Botoniate& He was, on his marriage with 
Anna Comnena, invested with the rank of Panhyper* 
sebastos, or Omnium Augustissimus ; but Alexius deeply 
offended him, by afterwards recognising the superior • 
and simpler dignity of a S^mioi. His eminent qualities, 
both in peace and war, are adcnowledged by Gibbon : 
and he has left us four books of Memoirs, detailing the 
early part of his father-in-law's history, and valuable as 
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being the work of an eye-witness of tlie most imjiortaut 
events wMcli lie describes. Anna Comnena appears 
to have considered it ber duty to take up the task 
vhi^ her huabend had not liyed to complete; and 
hence fke Alexuid-'-iseriiBXDljf with all its defects, the 
first historical work that has as yet proceeded liom 
a female pen. 

*' The life of the Empezor Alexius,'' (says Gibbon,) 
^*ha8 been delineated by the pen of a &yonrite daughter, 

who was inspired by tender regurd for Lis person, and 
a laudable zeal to perpetuate bis virtues. Conscious of 
the just suspicion of her readers, the Princess repeatedly 
protests^ that, besides her personal knowledge, she had 
searched the discourses and writings of the most respect- 
able veterans ; and that after an interval of thirty years, 
forgotten by, and forgetful of the world, her mournful 
solitilde was inaccessible to hope and fear : that troth, 
the naked perfect troth, was more dear than the memory 
of her parent. Yet instead of the simplicity of style 
and narrative which wins our behef, an elaborate a£Gsc- 
tation of rhetoric and science betiays in evBty page the 
Tsnily of a female author. The genuine chmcter of 
Alexius is lost in a vague constellation of virtues ; and 
the perpetual strain of panegyric and apology awakens 
our jealoui^i to question ^e yeradty of the historian, 
and tiie merit of her hero. We cannot^ however, i^se 
her judicious and important remark, that the disorders 
of the times were the misfortune and the glory of 
Alexius; and that every calamity which can afflict a 
declining empire was accumulated on his reign by the 
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justice of heaven and the vices of his predecessors. In 
the east, the victorious Turks had spread, from Persia 
to the Hellespont^ the reign of the Koran and the 
Creaoent; the west was inyaded by the adventurous 
valour of the Normans ; and, in the moments of peace, 
the Danube pourod forth new swarms, who had gained 
in the science of war what they had lost in the terocious- 
neas of their manners. The sea was not less hostile 
than the land ; and, while the frontiers were assaulted 
by an open enemy, the palace was distracted with secret 
conspii-acy and treason. 

On a sudden, the banner of the Cross was displayed 
by the Latins ; Europe was precipitated on Asia ; and 
Constantinople had almost been swept away by this 
impetuous deluge. In the tempest Alexius steered the 
Imperial vessel with dexterity and courage. At the 
head of his anniea^ he was bold in action^ skilful in 
stratagem, patient of &tigue, ready to improve his ad- 
vantages, and rising from his defeats with inexhaustible 
vigour. The discipline of the camp was reversed, and 
a new generation of men and soldiers was created by 
the precepts and example of their leader. Jn his inter- 
course with the Latins, Alexius was ])atieut and artful ; 
liis discerning eye pervaded the new system of an 
unknown world. 

"The increase of the male and female branches of 
his family adorned the throne, and secured the succes-* 
sion ; but their princely luxury and pride offended the 
patricians, exhausted the revenue, and insulted the 
misery of the people. Anna is a £uthf oi witness that 
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his happiness was destroyed and lik liealtli broken by 
the cares of a public life ; the patience of Constantinople 
uras fEttigued by the lengtli and severify of his leign ; 
and l)efoie Alexins expired, he had lost the loye and 
reverence of his subjects. The clergy could not forgive 
his application of the sacred riches to the defence of 
the state : but they applauded his theological leaming^ 
and ardent aeal for the orthodox faith, which he de- 
fended with his tongue, his pen, and his sword. Even 
the sincerity of his moral and religious virtues was 
suspected by the persons who had passed their lives in 
his confidence. In his last hours^ .when he was pressed 
by his wife Irene to alter the succession, he raised his 
head, and breathed a pious ejaculation on the vanity of 
the world. The indignant reply of the Empress may be 
inscribed as an epitaph on his tomb, — * You die, as you 
have liyed— a hypocrite.' 

It was the wish of Irene to supplant tlie eldest of 
her sons in favour of her daughter, the Princess Anna, 
whose philosophy would not have reldsed the weight of 
a diadem. But the order of male succession was asserted 
by the friends of their country ; the lawful heir drew 
the royal signet from the finger of his insensible or 
conscious father, and the empire obeyed the master of 
the palace. Anna CSomnena was stimulated by ambition 
and reyenge to conspire against the life of her brother ; 
and when the design was prevented by the fears or 
scruples of her husband, she passionately exclaimed 
that nature had mistaken the two sexes^ and had en- 
dowed BryenniuB with the soul of a woman. After the 
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discoT^ry of her treason, the life and fortime of Annft 

were justly forfeited to the laws. Her life was spared 
by the clemency of the Eniperoi^ but he visited the 
pomp and treasuies of her palace^ and bestowed the 
rich confiscation on the meet deserving of his friends.'* 

— // istory of tlie Decline and Fall of the Roman Empire, 
chap, xiviii. 

The year of Anna's death is nowhere recorded She 
appears to have written the Alexiad in a convent ; and 
to have spent nearly thirty years in this retirement, 

before her book was published. 

Por accurate particulars of the public events touched 
on in Robert of Farii, the reader is referred to the 
above qnoted author, chapters xiviii. xlix. and L ; and 

to the hrfc>t volume of Mills' History of the Crusades. 

J. G. L. 

LoinooN, Ut Marcti, 183S. 



INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS. 



4 

JEDEDIAH GLEISHBOXHAM, A.M. 

TO THB LOVmO BBADEB WIBHETH HEALTH AND FROSPERITT. 

It would ill become me, whose axune has been spiead 
abroad by those former coUections bearing this title of 

Tales of my Landlord," and who have, by the candid 
voice of a numerous crowd of readers, been taught to 
think that I merit not the empt^ fame alone, but also 
the more substantial rewards, of successfdl pencraft — it 
would, I say, ill become me to suffer this, my youngest 
literary babe, and, ])robably at the same time, tlie last 
child of mine old age, to pass into the world without 
some such modest apology for its defects^ as it has been 
my custom to put forth on preceding occasions of the 
like nature. The world has been sufficiently instructed, 
of a truth, that I am not individually the person to 
whom is to be ascribed the actual inventing or design- 
ing of the scheme upon which these Tales, which men 
have found so pleasing, were originally constructed ; as 
also that neither am I the actual workman, who, fur- 
nished by a skilfol architect with an accurate plan, 
including elerations and directions both general and 
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paiticiilar, has ftom thenoe toiled to biing fortih and 
oomplete the intended shape and proportion of each. 

division of the edifice. Nevertheless, I have been in- 
disputably the man, who, in placing my name at the 
head of the undertakings have rendered myself mainly 
and principally responsible for its general success. 
When a ship of war goeth forth to battle with her 
crew, consisting of sundry foremast men and various 
ofilcersy such subordinate persons are not said to gain 
pT lose the vessel which they have manned or attacked, 
(although each was natheless sufficiently active in his 
own dcpailiiient ;) but it is furllivvitli bruited and 
noised abroad, without further phrase, that Captain 
Jedediah Cleishbotham hath lost such a seventy-four, 
or won that which, by the united exertdons of all 
thereto pertaining, is taken from the enemy. In the 
same manner, shame and sorrow it were, if I, the volun- 
tary Captain and founder of these adventures, after 
having upon three divers occasions assumed to myself 
the emolument and reputation thereof, should now 
withdraw myself from the risks of failure pKijx r to this 
fourth and last outgoing. No ! 1 will rather address 
my associates in this bottom with the constant spirit of 
Matthew Prior^s heroine : 

*' Did I hut purpose to embark with thee 
On the Hmo<ith surface of some summer sea, 
iiut would forsake the waves, and make the shore. 
When the winds whistle, and the billows roar f " 

As little, nevertheless, would it become my years and 
station not to admit without cavil certain errors which. 
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may jostly be pointed out in these oondading Tales 

of my Landlord," — the last, and, it is manifest, never 
carefully revised or corrected handiwork, of Mr. Peter 
Pattiesoiiy now no more ; the same worthy yonng man 
so repeatedly mentioned in these Introductory Essays, 
and never without that tribute to his good sense and 
talents, nay, even genius, which liis contributions to 
this my nndertaking fiftirly entitled him to claim at the 
hands of his surviying friend and patron. These pages^ 
I liave said, were the ultimus labor of mine in^^enious 
assistant; but I say not, as the great Dr. Pitcairn of his 
hero,— u^i^imiw atque cptimw, Alas ! eiren the giddi- 
ness attendant on a journey on this Manchester railroad 
is not so perQous to the nerves, as that too frequent 
exercise in the merry-go-round of the ideal world, 
whereof the tendency to render the £uicy confused, and 
the judgment inert^ hath in all ages been noted, not 
only by the erudite of the earth, but even by many of 
the thick-witted Ofelli themselves ; whether the rapid 
pace at h tho fancy moveth in such exercitations, 
where the wish of the penman is to him like Prinee 
Houssain's tapestry, in the Eastern &ble, be the chief 
source of peril — or whether, without reference to this 
weariiig speed of movement^ the dwelling habitually in 
those realms of imagination, be as little suited for a 
man's intellect^ as to breathe for any considerable space 
** the difficult air of the mountain top " is to the phy- 
sical structure of his outward frame — this question 
belongeth not to me ; but certain it is, that we often 
discoyer in the works of the foremost of this order of 
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mea, marks of bewildennent and oonfusioiiy sach as do 
not 80 frequently occor in those of poisons to whom 

nature hath conceded fancy weaker of wing, or less 
ambitious in flight 

It is affecting to see the gzeat Miguel Cervantes 
himflelf, even like the sons of meaner men, defending 
himself against the critics of the day, who assailed him 
upon such little discrepancies and inaccuracies as are 
apt to cloud the progress even of a mind like his, when 
the evening is closing around it It is quite a com- 
mon thing,'* says Don Quixote, ''for men who have 
gained a very great reputation by their writings before 
they were printed, quite to lose it afterwards, or, at 
leas^ the greater pari" — ^ The reason is plain," answers 
the Bachelor Oairasco; ''their faults are more easily 
discovered after the books are printed, as being then 
more read, and more narrowly examined, especially if 
the author has been much cried up before^ for then the 
severity of the scrutiny is sure to be the greater. Those 
who have raised themselves a name by their own inge- 
nuity, great poets and celebrated historians, are com- 
monly, if not always^ envied by a set of men who 
delight in censuring the writings of others^ though they 
could never produce any of their own.'* — " That is no 
wonder," quoth Don Quixote; " there are many divines 
that would make but very dull preachers, and yet are 
quick enough at finding fiEuilts and superfluities in other 
men's sermons." — "All this is true," says Canasco, 
" and therefore I could wish such censurers would be 
more merciful and less scrupulous, and not dwell un- 
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geneioualy upon Bmall spots, tibat aie in a manner bat so 
many atoms on the face of the clear sun thej mimnur 

at. If aliquando dormitat Homerus, let tlioin consider 
how many nights he kept himself awake to bring his- 
noble works to light as little darkened with defects as 
might be. Bnt, indeed, it may many times happen, 
that what is censured for a fault, is ratlier an ornament, 
as moles often add to the beauty of a face. When all is 
said, he that publishes a book, runs a great risk, since 
nothing can be so unlikely as that he should have com- 
posed one capable of securing the approbation of every 
reader." — " Sure," says Don Quixote, " that which treats 
of me can have pleased but few V — Quite the con- 
traiy/' says Carrasco; ''for as imfinitiu ed numerus 
so an infinite number have admired your 
history. Only some tliere are who have taxed the 
author with want of memory or sincerity, because ho 
foigot to give an account who it was that stole Sancho'g 
Dapple, for that particular is not mentioned there, only 
we find, by the story, that it was stolen ; and yet, 
by-and-by, we find him riding the same ass again, with- 
out any previous light given us into the matter. Then 
they say that the author forgot to tell the reader what 
Sancho did with the hundred pieces of gold he found in 
the portmanteau in the Sierra Morena, for there is not 
a word said of them more ; and many people have a 
great mind to know what he did with them, and how he 
spent them ; which is one of the most material points 
in which the work is defective." 

How amusingly Sancho is made to dear up the 
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obscnnties thus alluded to hj the Bachelor Caiiasoo — 
DO leader can haye foigotten; but there remained 

enough of similar lacuncBj inadvertencies, and mistakes, 
to exercise the ingenuity of those Spanish critics, who 
were too wise in their own conceit to profit by the 
good-natured and modest apology of this immortal 
author. 

There can be no doubt, that if Cervantes had deigned 
to use it, he might have pleaded also the apology of 
indifferent health, under which he certainly laboured 
while finishing the second part of Don Quixote." It 
must be too obvious ihat tiie intervals of such a malady 
as then affected Cervantes, could not be the most 
&yourable in the world for reyising lighter composi- 
tions^ and correcting, at leasts those grosser errors and 
imperfections which each author should, if it were but 
for shame's sake, remove from his work, before bri nixing 
it forth into the broad light of day, where they will 
neyer fail to be distinctly seen, nor lack ingenious 
persons, who will be too happy in discharging the office 
of pointing them out 

It is more than time to explain with what purpose 
we haye called thus fuilj to memory the many yenial 
errors of the inimitable Ceryantes, and those passages 
in which he has rather defied his adversaries than 
pleaded his own justification ; for I suppose it will be 
readily granted, that the difference ia too wide betwixt 
that great wit of Spain and ourselyes^ to permit us to use 
a buckler which was rendered suffidently formidable 
only by the strenuous hand in which it was placed. 
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The liisioTy of my first publications is snffidently 

well known. Nor did I relinquish the purpose of 
concluding tliese "Tales of my Landlord," which had 
been so lemorkably fortunate ; but Deaths which steals 
upon us all with an inaudible foot, cut short the inge- 
nious young man to whose memory I composed that 
inscription, and erected, at my own charge, that monu- 
ment which protects his remains^ by the side of the 
liyor Gander, which he has contributed so much to 
render immortal, and in a place of his own selection, 
not very distant from the school under my care.* In a 
wordy the ingenious Mr. Pattison was remoTod fcom his 
place. 

Nor did I confine my care to his posthumous fame 

alone, but carefully inventoried and preserved the 
effects which he left behind him, namely, the contents 
of his small wardrobei, and a number of printed books 
of somewhat more consequence, together with certain 
woefully blurred manuscripts, discovered in his repo- 
sitory. On looking these over, I found them to contain 
two Tales called ''Count Bobert of Paris,'' and ''Castle 
Dangerous f but was seriously disappointed to perceiTO 
that they were by no means in that state of correctness, 
which would induce an experienced person to pronounce 
any writing, in the technical language of bookcraft, 
^ prepared for press." There were not only hiaitm vaide 
deflendif but even grieyous inconsistencies, and other 
mistakes^ which the penman's leisurely revision, had he 

* SIm volume iz. of fhit New Edition of the Waverley Nbrel^' 
p. 27, lor Millie clxcumitaDoes attondlug this ereotion. 
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been Bpaied to bestow it^ would doubtless have cleared 
away. After a consideTate perusal, I no question flat- 
tered myself that these manuscripts, with all their 
faults, contained here and there passages, which seemed 
plainly to intimate that severe indisposition had been 
unable to extinguish altogether the brillian<^ of that 
fency which the world had been pleased to acknowledge 
in the creations of Old Mortality, the Bride of Lam- 
mermoor, and others of these nanatiyes. But I, never* 
thelees^ threw the manuscripts into my drawer, resolving 
not to think of committing them to the Ballantynian 
ordeal, until I could either obtain the assistance of some 
capable person to supply dehciencies, and correct errorSf 
80 as they might face the public with credit^ or perhaps 
numerous and more serious avocations might permit me 
to dedicate my own time and labour to that task. 

While I was in this uncertainty, I had a visit from a 
stranger, who was announoed as a young gentleman 
desirous of speaking with me on particular hunness. 
I immediately augured the accession of a new boarder, 
but was at once checked by observing that the outward 
man of the stranger wae^ in a most remarkable degree^ 
what mine host of the Sir William Wallace, in his 
phraseology, calls seedy. His black cloak had seen 
service ; the waistcoat of grey plaid bore yet stronger 
marks of having encountered more than one campaign ; 
his third piece of dress was an absolute veteran com- 
pared to the others ; his shoes were so loaded with mud 
as showed his journey must have been pedestrian ; and 
a grey maud^ which fluttered around his wasted limbs^ 
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completed such an equipment as, sinco Juvenal's days, 
lias been the livery of the poor scholar. I therefore con- 
cluded that I beheld a candidate for the vacant office of 
usher, and pxepaied to listen to his proposals with the 
dignify becoming my statum ; but what was my sox^ 
prise when I found I had befove me, m this rusty 
student, no less a man than Paul, the brother of Peter 
PattiesoUi come to gather in his brother's succession, 
and possessed, it seemed, with no small idea of thci 
value of that part of it which consisted in the pioduc« 
tions of liis pen ! 

the rapid study I made of him^ this Paul was a 
shaxp li^ imbued some tincture of letteiSy like hid 
regretted brother, Vv^'iotally destitute of those amiable 
qualities which had often induced me to say within 
myself that Peter was, like the £uiious John Gay^ — 

** In wit a man, ihnplicity a ehild.'* 

< _ »■ 

He set little by the legacy of my deceased assistant's 

wardrobe, nor did the books hold much greater value in 
his eyes ; but he peremptorily demanded to be put in 
possession of the manuscripts, alleging, with obstinai^y, 
that no definite baigain had been completed between 
his late brother and me, and at length produced the 
opinion to that effect of a writer, or man of business, — 
a class of persons with whom I have always chosen to 
have as little concern as possible. 

But I had one defence left^ which came to my aid, 
tanquam deus ex niackind. This rapacious Paul Pattieson 
pould not pretend to wrest the disjputed manusciipts 

o2 
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out of my possession, unless upon lepajment of a oon- 

siderable sum of money, which I had advanced from 
time to time to the deceased Peter, and particularly to 
pnichase a small annuity for hia aged mother. These 
advances) with the eharges of the faneial and other 
expenses, amounted to a oonsideTable sum, which the 
poverty-struck student and his acute legal adviser 
equally foresaw great difficulty in liquidating. The 
ssid Mr. Paul Pattieson, therefore, listened to a snggea- 
ilon, which I dropped as if by accident, that if he 
thought himself capable of filling his brotlitr's place of 
carrying the work through the press, I would make 
him welcome to bed and board within mj maiision 
while he was thus engaged, only requiring his occa- 
sional assistance at hearing the more advanced scholars. 
This seemed to promise a closo of our dispute alike 
satisfactory to all parties, and the ^t act of Paul was 
to draw on me for a round sum, under pretence that 
his wardrobe most be wholly refitted. To this I made 
no objection, though it certainly showed like vanity to 
purchase garments in the extr(?mity of the mode, when 
not only great part of the defunct's habiliments were 
very fit for a twelvemonth's use^ but as I myself had 
been, but yesterday as it were, equipped in a becoming 
new stand of black clothes, Mr. Pattieson would have 
been welcome to the use of such of my quondam raiment 
as he thought suitable^ as indeed had always been the 
case with his deceased brother. 

The school, I must needs say, came tolerably on. My 
joimgster was fery smarts and seemed to be so active 
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in his duty of usher, if I may so speak, that he even 
overdid liis part therein, and I began to feel myself a 
cipher in my own school. 

I oomfbited myself with the belief that the publica- 
iioii was advancing as fSast as I ooold desiie* On tiiis 
subject, Paul Pattieson, like ancient Pistol, "talked bold 
words at the bridge," and that not only at our house, 
but in the society of our neighbonis, amongst whom, 
instead of imitating the Tetiied and monastio manner of 
his brother deceased, he became a gay visitor, and each 
a reveller, that in process of time he was observed to 
vilipend the modest fare which had at hrst been es- 
teemed a banquet by his hungry appetite, and theieby 
highly displeased my wife, who^ with justice, applauds 
herself for the plentii\il, cleanly, and healthy victuals, 
wherewith she maintains her ushers and boarders. 

Upon the whole, I rather hoped than enterbuned a 
sincere confidence that all was going on well, and was 
in that unpleaaaut state of mind wliicli precedes the 
open breach between two associates who have been long 
jealous of each other, but axe aa yet deterred by a sense 
of mutual interest horn coming to an open luptuia 

The first thing which alarmed me \ma a rumour in 
the village, that Paul Pattieson intended, in some little 
space, to undertake a voyage to the Continent — on 
account of his health, as was pretended, but^ as the 
same report averred, much more with the view of 
gmtifying the curiosity which ids penis al of tlie classics 
had impressed upon him, than for any other purpose. 
I was, I sayi rather alarmed at this stmmw, and began 
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to Tefleet that the retuement of Mr. Pattieson, tmlesB his 

loss could be supplied in good time, was like to be a 
blow to the establishment ; foi, in truth, this Paul had 
a winiiiiig way with the boys^ especiaUy those who were 
gentle-tempered; so that I must xion^BSS my doubts 
whether, in certain respccU^, 1 myself could have fully 
supplied his place in the school, with all my authority 
and experience. My wife, jealoucfy as became her sta- 
tion, of Mr. P^ttleson's intentions, adyised me to take 
the matter up immediately, and go to the bottom at once ; 
and, indeed, I had always found that way answered 
best with my boys. 

. Mis. Cleishbotham was not long befi»e xenewing the 
salgect ; for, like most of the race of Xantippe, (though 
my helpmate is a well-spoken woman,) she loves to 
thrust in her oar wher^ she is not able to pull it to 
'pnipose. *'Yon are a sharp-witted man, Mr. Cleish- 
botham,'' would she obsenre, ^ and a learned man, Mr. 
Cleishbotham — and the schoolmaster of Gandercleuch, 
Mr. Cleishbotham, which is saying all in one word ; 
but many a man almost as great as yooiself has lost 
the saddle by sofifering an inferior to get np behind 
him ; and though, with the world, Mr. Cleishbotham, 
you have the name of doing every thing, both in direct- 
ing the school and in this new prohtable book line 
whieh yon have taken np^ yet it begins to be the oom^ 
mon talk of Ganderclench, both up the water and down 
the water, that the usher both writes the dominie's 
books, and teaches the dominie's school. Ay, ay, ask 
maid, wifia, or widow, and she'll tell ye^ the least gaii- 
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ling among them all comes to Paul Pattieson viih his 

lesson as naturally as they come to me for their four- 
houi8y puir things ; and never aue thinks of applying to 
you aboot a kittle torn, or a crabbed word, or about onj 
thing else, unless it were foac UceM exit^ or the mending 
of an auld pen/* 

Ifow, this address assailed n^ on a summer evening, 
when I ms whiling away my leiraie hours with the 
end of a cutty-pipe^ and indulging in such bland imagi* 
nations as the Nicotian weed is wont to produce, more 
especially in the case of studious persons, devoted mvMs 
sevcriarUnu. 1 was naturally loth to leave my misty 
sanctuaiy ; and endeayoured to silence the clamour of 
Mrs. Gleishbotiiam's tongue, which has something in it 
peculiarly shrill and penetrating. Woman," said I, 
with a tone of domestic authority befitting the occasion, 
*^ res tua$ agas; — ^mind your washings and your wring- 
ings, your stuffings and your physicldng, or whatever 
concerns the outward person of the pupils, and leave 
the progress of their education to my usher, Paul Pattie- 
son, and myself." 

I am glad to see^'^ added the accursed woman, (that 
I should say so !) ** that ye have the grace to name him 
foremost, for there is little doubt that he ranks first of 
the troop, if ye wad but hear what the neighbours speak 
—or whisper." 

"What do they whisper, thou sworn sister of the 
Eumenides?" cried I, — the irritating oestrum of the 
woman's objurgation totally counterbalancing the seda- 
tive elects both of pipe and pot 
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'Whisper!" xesiuned she in her shrillest note — 
"whj, they whisper loud enough for me at least to hear 

them, that the schoolmaster of Gandercleuch is turned 
a doited auld woman, and spends all his time in tippling 
strong drink with the keeper of the puhlio-hoiise, and 
leaves school and hookmaking, and a' the rest o't, to 
the care of his usher ; and, also, the wives in Gander- 
.cleuch say, that you have engaged Paul Pattieson to 
write a new hook, which is to heat a' the lave that gaed 
afore it ; and to show what a sair lift you have o' the 
job, you didna sae muckle as ken tlie iiame o'l — no, nor 
whether it was to be about some Heathen Greek, or the 
Black Douglas.'' 

This was said with such hittemess that it penetrated 
to the very quick, and I hurled the poor old pipe, like 
one of Homer's spears, not in the face of my provoking 
helpmate^ though the temptation was strong, but into 
the river Gander, which, as is now well known to 
tourists from the uttermost parts of the earth, pursues 
its quiet meanders beneath the bank uii which tlie 
school-house is pleasantly situated ; and, starting up^ 
fixed on my head the cocked hat, (the pride of Messrs. 
Grieve and Scott's repository,) and plunging into* the 
valley of the brook, pursued my way upwards, the 
voice of ;Mi's. Gleishbotham accompanying me in my 
retreat with something hke the augiy scream of triumph 
with which Ihe brood-goose puisnes the flight of some , 
unmannerly cur or idle boy who has intruded upon her 
premises, and fled before her. Indeed, so great was the 
influence of this clamour of scorn and wrath which 
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hnng upon my leat, that while it rung in mj eais, I was 
go moyed that I instinctively tacked the sldrtB of my 

black coat under my arm, as if I had been in actual 
danger of being seized on by the grasp of the pursuing 
enemy. Nor was it till I had almost reached the 
well-known hnrial-place, in which it was Peter Pattie- 
son's hap to meet the far-famed personage called Old 
Mortality^ that I made a halt for the purpose of com- 
posing my perturbed spirits, and considering what was 
to he done; lor as yet my mind was agitated by a 
chaos of passions, of which anger was predominant ; 
and for what reason, or against whom, I entertained 
such tumultuous displeasure^ it was not easy for me to 
detemdne. 

NeyerthelesSy having settled my cocked hat with 

becoming accuracy on my well-powdered wig, and 
suffered it to remain uplifted for a moment to cool my 
flushed brow — havings moxwrer^ re-a^justed and shaken 
to rights the skirts of my black ooal^ I came into case 
to answer to my own questions, which, till these 
mancBUvres had been sedately accomplished, I might 
have asked myself in vain. 

In the first place, therefore, to use the phrase of Mr. 
Docket, the writer (that is, the attorney) of our village 
of Gandercleuch, I became satisfied that my anger was 
directed against all and sundry, or, in law Latin, contra 
<nmnu martales, and more particularly against the neigh- 
boorhood of Gandercleuch, fbr circulating reports to the 
prejudice of my literary talents, as well as my accom- 
plishments as a pedagogue, and transferring the fSame 
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thereof to mine own nsher. Secondly, against my 

spouse, Dorotliea Cleislibotham, for transferring the 
said calumnious reports to my ears in a prerupt and 
unseemly maimer, and vithoat due respect either to the 
language wbidi she made use of, or the person to whom 
she spoke, — treating affairs in which I was so intimately 
concerned as if they were proper subjects for jest among 
gossips at a ehiistetungy where the womankind daim 
the pcivilege of worshipping the Jkna Jka according to 
their secret female rights. Thirdly, I became clear 
that I was entitled to respond to any whom it concerned 
to inquire^ that my wrath was kindled against Paid 
PattleBony my usher, for gLving occasion both for the 
neighbours of Qanderdeuch entertauung sudh opinions, 
and for Mrs. Cleishbotham disrespectfully urging them 
to my face, since neither circumstance could have 
existed, without he had put forth ainfiil misrepresenti^ 
tlons of transactions, private and confidential, and of 
which I had myself entirely refrained from dropping 
any the least hint to any third person. 

This arrangement of my ideas having conkibuted to 
soothe the stormy atmosphere of which tiiey had been 
the of&pring, gave reason a time to predominate, and to 
ask me, with her calm but clear voice, whether, under 
all the circumstances, I did well to nourish so indis- 
criminate an indignation) In fine^ on closer examina* 
tion, the yarious splenetic thoughts I had been indulging 
against other parties, began to be merged in that resent- 
xnent against my perfidious usher, which, like the 
serpent of Moses, swallowed up all subordinate objects 
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of displeamiie. . To put mjmHf at open £rad with the 
whole of my neighboon^ unless I had been certain of 

boine elicctual mode of avenging myself upon tlieni, 
would liave been an undertaking too weighty for my 
means, and not unlikely, if laably grappled witha!, to 
end in my ruin. To make a public quanel with my 
wife, on such an account as her opinion of my literary 
accomplishments, would sound ridiculous : and, bcisides, 
Mia. G. was sure to have all the women on her side^ 
who would represent her as a wi£» persecuted by her 
husband for offering him good advice^ and urging it 
upon him with only too enthusiastic sincerity. 

There remained Paul Fattieson, undoubtedly, the most 
natural and proper object of my indignation, since I 
might be said to have him in my own power, and might 
j)unish him by dismissal, at my pleasura Yet even 
vindictive proceedings agsdnst the said Paul, however 
ea^ to be enforced, might be productive of serious eon- 
sequences to my own purse ; and I bc^gan to reflect^ 
witii anxiety, that in tills world it is not often that the 
gratilication of our angry passions lies in the same road 
with the advancement of our interest, and that the 
wise man, the «ei^ icqnetu, seldom hesitates whioh of 
these two he ought to prefer. 

I recollected also that I was quite uncertain how far 
the present usher had really been guilly of the foul acts 
of assomption chaxged agiiuat him. 

In a word, I began to peioeiye that it would be no 
light matter, at once, and without maturer perpending 
of sundry collateral pututiunculOf to break up a joint- 
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ftlock adyentare, or society, as civilians term it^ which, 

if proiitable to liirn, had at least promised to be no less 
so to me, established in years and learning and reputa- 
tioii 80 much his superior. Moved hj which, and other 
tiie like considerations, I resolved to proceed with 
becoming caution on the occasion, and not, by stating 
my causes of complaint too hastily in the outset, exas- 
pezate into a positive hreach what might only piove 
some small understanding, easOy explained or apologised 
for, and which, like a leak in a new vessel, being once 
discovered and carefully stopped, renders the vessel but 
more sea- worthy than it was before. 

Ahout the time that I had adopted this healing reso- 
lution, I reached the spot where the almost perpendicu- 
lar face of a steep hill seems to terminate the a alloy, or 
at least divides it into two dells, each serving as a cradle 
to its own mountain-stream, the Gruif-quack, namely, 
and the shallower, hut more noisy, G-useduh, on the left 
hand, which, at their union, form the Gander, properly 
so called. Each of these little valleys has a walk wind- 
ing up to its recesses, rendered more eaqr hy the labours 
of the poor during the late hard season, and one of 
which bears the name of Pattieson's path, while the 
other had been kindly consecrated to my own memory, 
by the title of the Dominie's Daidling-hilib Km I 
made certain to meet my associate, Paul Pattieson, for 
by one or other of these roads he was wont to return to 
my house of an evening, after his lengthened rambles. 

Nor was it long before I espied him descending the 
Ouseduh hy that tortaous path, marlriug so strongly the 
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character of a Scottish glen. He was easily distill- 
gdshedy indeed, at some distance, by his jaonly swagger, 
in which he pres^ated to yoa tiie flat of his leg, like 
the manly knave of clubs, apparently with the most 
perfect contentment, not only with his lei? and booty 
but with evejy part of his oatwaid man, and the whole 
fashion of his gatmente^ and, one would almost have 
thought, the contents of his pockets. 

In this, his wonted guise, he approached me, where 
I was seated near the meeting of the waters, and I 
could not but discern, that his first impulse was to pass 
me without any prolonged or fonnal greeting. But as 
that would not have been decent, considering the terms 
on which we stood, he seemed to adopts on reflection a 
course directly opposite ; bustled up to me with an air 
of alacrify, and, I may add, impudence ; and hastened 
at once into the middle of the important affairs which 
it had been my purpose to bring under discussion in a 
manner more becoming their gravily. I am glad to 
see you, Mr. Qeishbotham," said he, with an inimitable 
mixture of confusion and effrontery ; " the most won- 
derful news which has been heard in the literaiy world 
in my time — aH Grandercleuch rings with it— they posi- 
tively speak of nothing else, from Miss Buakbody's 
youngest apprentice to the minister himself, and ask 
each other in araazenfent^ whether the tidings are true 
or false — to be sure they are of an astounding com- 
plexioDy especially to you and me." 

«Mr. Pattieson,*' said I, «I am quite at a loss to 
guess at your meaning. Davus sum^ rum (Edipui I axa 
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Jedediah deiahbothain. Schoolmaster of the paiiah of 
Ganderdeach, no conjuror, and neither reader of riddlefl^ 

nor expomider of enigmata." 

"Well," replied Paul Pattieson, "Mr. Jedediah Cleish- 
hotham, Schoolmaater of the paiiah of Ganderdench, 
and aoforthy all IhaTe to inform you is, that our hopeM 
scheme is entirely blown up. The tales, on publishing 
which we reckoned with so much confidence, have 
already heen printed ; they axe abroad, over ail A^mant^^ 
and the British papen are damoroua.'' 

I receiTcd this news with tiie same eqaanimity with 
"which I should have accepted a blow addressed to my 
stomach by a modem gladiator, with the full energy of 
his fist. " If this be correct infbnnationy Mr. Pattieson,'* 
said I, ''I must of necessity sospect yon to be the 
person who have supplied the foreign press with the 
copy which the printers have thus made an unscru- 
polomi nse o^ without respect to the rights of the nn- 
demable proprietors of the mannseripts; and I request 
to know whether this American production embraces the 
alterations which you as well as I judged necessary, 
before the work could be fitted to meet the public eye? " 
To this my gentleman saw it neoesssiy to make a direct 
answer, for my manner was impressiye, and my tone 
decisive. His native audacity enabled him, liowever, 
to keep his ground, and he answered with tirnmess^ 

^Jid^. Cleishbothamy in the first plaoe^ these mann- 
scripts, over which you claim a very doubtful right, were 
never given to any one by me, and must have been sent 
tio America either by yourself or by some pue of the 
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various genHemem to whom, I am well aware^ 70a liaye 
afforded opportunities of perosing my brother's MS. 

reiiiains.** 

" Mr. Pattieson,'* I replied, " I beg to remind you that 
it never could be mj intentioii, either hj my own handa, 
or through those of another, to remit these manuscripts 

to the press, until, by the alterations which I meditated, 
and wliich you yourself engaged to make, they were 
rendered fit for public perusaL'' 

Mr. Pattieson answmd me with much heat : — ^''Sir, 
I would have you to know, that if I accepted your 
paltry olfer, it wa-s with less regard to its amount, than 
to the honour and literary fame of my late brother. I 
foresaw that if I declined it^ you would not hesitate to 
throw the task into incapable hands, or, perhaps, have 
taken it upon yourself, the most unfit of all men to 
tamper with the works of departed genius, and that, 
God willing, I was determined to prevent — ^but the 
justice of Heaven has taken the matter into its own 
hands. Peter Pattieson's last labours shall now go down 
to postority unscathed by the scalping-knife of alteration, 
in the hands of a false friend — shame on the thought 
that the unnatural weapon could ever be wielded by the 
hand of a brother I " 

I heard this speech not without a species of vertigo 
or dizziness in my head, which would probably have 
struck me lifeless at his feei^ had not a thought like 
that of the old ballad— 

" Earl Percy sees my fall,' 

called to my recollection, that I should only afford an 
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• additional triumph by giving way to niy feelings in 
the presence of Mr. Paul Pattieson, who, I could not 
doubt) must be more or less ciirectly at the bottom 
of the Tiansatlantic publicatLon, and had in one way or 
another found hia own intmet in that nefuioos trana- 
action. 

To get quit of his odious presence I bid him an un- 
ceremonious good-nighty and marched down the glen 
with the air not of one who has parted with a Mend, 
but who rather has shaken off an intrusive companion. 
On the road I pondered the whole matter over with an 
anxiety which did not in the smallest degree tend to 
relieve me. Had I felt adequate to the exertion, I 
might, of course, have supplanted this spurious edition 
(of which the literary gazettes are already doling out 
copious specimens) by introducing into a copy, to be 
instantly published at Edinburgh adequate correction 
of the various inconsistencies and imperfsctions which 
have already been alluded to. I remember the oasy 
victory of the real second part/ of these "Tales of my 
Landlord" over the performance sent forth by an inter- 
loper nnder the same title ; and why should not the 
same triumph be repeated now 1 There would, in short, 
have been a pride of talent in this manner of avenging 
myself which would have been justifiable in the case 
of an ixguied man ; but the state of my health has for 
some time been such as to render any attempt of this 
nature in every way imprudent 

Under such circumstances, the last " Remains " of 
Teter Pattieflon must even be accepted, as they were left 
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in his desk ; and I humbly retire in the hope that^ such 
as they are, they may receive the indulgence of those 
who have ever been but too merciful to the productions 
of his pen, and in all respects to the couvteoiis reader's 
obliged servant) 



J. C. 



Gandkkclkuch, lo//t Oct, 1S31. 
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Lrotttius. Tlint power Umt kindly itpreada 

The cl'Muis, » signal of intp^^iMlinii showera. 
To warn the wuiKleriug liuiM't to the sliiule, 
Beheld vithont concern expiring Gre«»ce, 
And not one IHTOdlgy foretold our fate. 

herfirfrh':^. A t}if>tisand horrid prodigies foretold it; 
A feeble government, eluded law8» 
A flusttons popnlaoe, luxurious nobles, 
And all the maladies of sinking states. 
Wlien public villany, too stron;; for justice, 
8how8 his bold frout^ the harbinger of ruin. 
Can brave Leontlns call tof airy wonders, 
Wbidi cheats inteipref^ and which foolB regard ? 

l&e2fG| Act I. 

J 11' close observers <>f M'gotable natiu'e 
have remarked^ that when a new graft 
is taken from an aged tree, it possesses 
ijideed in exterior lurni the appearance 
ui a youthi'ul shoot, but has in fact 
attained to the same state of maturity, or even decay, 
which has been reached hy the parent stem. Hence, it 
is 8ai<l, arises the general decline and death that about 
the same season is often observed to spread itself 
through individual trees of some particular species, 
all of which, deriving their vital powers &om the 
parent stock, are therefore incapable of protracting 
their existence longer than it does. 

In the same manner, eiforts have been made by the 
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mighty of the earth to transplant large dties, Btate^, and 
communities, hj one great and sndden exertion, expect- 
ing to secure to the new capital the wealth, the dignity, 
the magnificent decorations and unlimited extent of the 
ancient cify, which they desire to renovate ; while, at 
the same time, they hope to b^in a new snccession of 
ages from the date of the new structure, to last, they 
imagine, as long, and with as much ijGmie, as its prede- 
cessor, which the founder hopes his new metropolis may 
replace in all its yoathfhl glories. Bat nature has her 
laws, which seem to apply to the social, as well as the 
vegetahle system. It appears to be a general rule, that 
what is to last long should be slowly matured and 
gradually improved, while every sudden effort^ however 
gigantic, to bring about the speedy execution of a plan 
calculated to endure for ages, is doomed to exhibit 
symptoms of premature decay from its very commence- 
ment Thus, in a beautiful Oriental tale, a dervise 
explains to the sultan how he had reared the magnifi- 
cent trees among which they walked, by nursing their 
shoots from the seed ; and the prince's pride is damped 
when he reflects, that those plantationfl^ so simplj 
raised, were gathering new vigour from each returning 
sun, while his own exhausted cedars, which had been 
transplanted by one violent etlbrt, were drooping their 
nugestic heads in the valley of Orez.* 

It has been allowed, I believe, by all men of taste, 
many of whom have been late visitants of Constanti- 
nople, that if it were possible to survey the whole globe 
* Taleof Mire^pihePenoaii,inth0Tal0Bof «heQ«iiii. 
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mth a view to fixing a seat of nniyeisal empin^ all who 
are capable of malcmg each a choice^ would give their 

preference to the city of Constantine, as including the 
great reoommendations of heauty, wealth, security, and 
eminence. Yet witii ail these advantages of sitaatkin 
and dimate, and with all tiie arehitectoial splendour of 
its churches and halls, its quarries of marble, and its 
treasure-houses of gold, the imperial founder must him- 
self have leaniedy that aLthongh he oould employ all 
these xich materials in obedience to his own wish, it 
was the mind of man itself, those intellectual faculties 
refined by the ancients to the highest degree, which had 
|)roduced the specimens of talent at which men paused 
and wondered, whether as snljeets of art or of moral 
labour. The power of the Emperor might indeed strip 
other cities of their statues and their shrines, in order 
to decorate that which he had fixed upon as his new 
capital ; but the men who had perionned great actions^ 
and those, almost equally esteemed, by whom such 
deeds were celebrated, in poetry, in painting, and in 
music, had ceased to exist. The nation, though still 
the most civilized in th^ world, had passed beyond thai 
period of society, when the denre of £ur fiune is of 
itself the sole or chief motive for the labour of the 
historian or the poet^ the painter or the statuary. The 
slavish and despotic constitution introduced into the 
empire, had long since entirely destroyed that pablio 
spirit which animated the &ee history of Rome, leaving 
nothing hut feeble recollections, which produced no 
emulation. 
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To speak as of aa ammated substance, if Constaatixie 
could hove zegenexated his new mstropdlisy by tians- 

fasing into it the vital and Yivifying principles of old 
Rome, — that brilliant spark no longer remained for 
Constantinople to boixow, or for JdomB to lend. . 

In one most impoitant ciicmnstance^ the state of the 
capital of Constantino had been totally changed, and 
unspeakably to its advantage. The world was now 
Christian, and, with the Pagan code, had got rid of its 
load of diogxacefiU, snpezstition. Not is theie the least 
doubty that the better fiedth prodnced its natoial and 
desirable Ixuits in society, in gradually ameliorating tlio 
hearts, and taming the passions, of the people. But 
while many of the converts were tanung meekly towaids 
their new cieed, some^ in the anogance of theur nnder- 
standing, were limiting the Scriptures by their own 
devices, and others failed not to make religious charac- 
ter or spiritual rank the means of rising to temporal 
power. Thns it happened at this critical period, that 
the effects of this great change in the religion of the 
country, although producing an immediate harvest, as 
well as sowing much good seed which was to grow here- 
after, did nol^ in' the fourth century, flourish so as to 
shed at once that predominating influence which its 
principles might have taught men to expect. 

Even the borrowed splendour, in which Constantino 
decked his city, bore in it something which seemed to 
mark premature decay. The imperial Ibundeiv in 
seizing upon the ancient statues, pictures, obeKsks, and 
works of art^ acknowledged his own incapacity to 
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Bapply iiheir place with the produetiQii of later genius ; 
and when tlie world, and particularly Eomc, was plun- 
dered to adorn Constantinople^ the Emperor^ under 
whom the work wbs carried cool, joight be compaied to 
a piodigal yoath, who strips an aged paient of her 
yonthfdl omamentSy in order to decorate a flaunting 
paramour, on whose brow all must consider them as 
misplaced. 

Constantinople^ therefore^ when in 324 it flist arose 
in imperial majesty out of the humble Byzantium, 

showed, even in its birth, and amid its adventitious 
splendour, as we have already said, some intimations of 
that speedy decay to which the whole civilised world, 
then limited within the Eoman empire, was internally 
aud imperceptibly tending. Isox was it iiiany ages ere 
these prognostications of declension were fully verified. 

In the year 1080, Alexius Comnenus* ascended the 
throne of the Empire ; that ia, he was declared sove- 
reign of Constantinople, its precincts and dependencies; 
nor, if he was disposed to lead a life of relaxation, 
would the savage incursions of the Scythians or the 
Hungarians frequently disturb the imperial slumbers^ 
if limited to his own capital It may be supposed that 
this safety did not extend much farther ; for it is said 
that the Empress Pulcheiia had built a church to the 
Virgin Maxy, as remote as possibLe from the gate of the 
eity, to save her devotions from the risk of being inter- 
rupted hy the hostile yell of the baibariajis, and the 

* See QibboQ, ehap^ driii. for the orisin and eaily bistoiy of 
tiut hoQM of the GcKmneni 
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leigning Empeior bad eonstraoted a {Mlaoe near the 
flame spot, and for the same reaacm. 

Alexius Comnenus was in the condition of a monarch 
who rather derives consequence from the wealth and 
importance of hia predeceaaoii^ and the great extent of 
their original dominiona, than £com what remnanta of 
fortune had descended to the present generation. This 
Emperor, except nominally, no more ruled over his dis- 
membered provinces, than a half -dead horse can exer- 
eiae power over thoae limb% on which the hooded crow 
and the Tnltnie have already begun to aettle and seleet 
their prey. 

In diiieient parts of his territory, different enemies 
aroee, who waged aucceaafiil or dubioiia war against the 
Emperor ; and, of the numerooa nationB with whom be 

was engaged in hostilities, whether the Franks from the 
west, the Turks adyancing from the east^ the Gumana 
and Scythiana pouring tiiieir barbarous numbers and 
nnceasing storm of aiiows fieom the north, and the 
Saracens, or the tribes into which they were divided, 
pressing from the south, there was not one for whom 
the Grecian empire did not spread a tempting repast. 
Each of these yarious enemies had their own particular 
habits of war, and a way of manoeuyring in battle 
peculiar to tliemselves. But the Roman, as the unfor- 
tunate subject of the Greek empire waa still called, was 
by far the weakest^ the most ignorant^ and most timid, 
who could be dragged into the field ; and the Emperor 
was happy in his own good luck, when lie found it 
possible to conduct a defensive war on a counter- 
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the Turk, or of both tbeae asvage x^cople to drive back 

the fiery-footed Frauk, whom Peter the Iloinut had, in 
the time of Alexius, waked to double fury, by the 
pofweiM inftuffltflft of the cnisadeB. 

li^ tih«T«foie» Aksdns Gonmeiifui wbb, doiiiig Lis 
anxious seat upon the throne of the East, reduced to 
use a base and truckling course of policy — if he was 
sometimes reluctant to fight when he had a conBdoaa 
doabi of the valoiir of his troops— if he Gommonly em* 
ployed conning and dianmiilatian instead of wisdom, 
and perfidy instead of courage — his expedients were 
the disgrace of the ag% lather than his own. 

AgniDy the Smperar Akodns nay be blamed for 
aiecting a degree of state which was doeely allied to 
imbecility. Ho was proud of avssuming in his own 
person, and of bestowing upon others, the painted show 
of various ordeis of nobilil^, even now, when the lank 
within the prinee^s gift was become an additioinal leeaoik 
for the fixie barbarian despising the imperial noble. 
That the Greek oourt was encumbered with unmeaning 
oeramonifis, in order to make amends for the w»nt of 
fhat veneiation which ought to have been oaUed forth 
by real worth, and the presence of actual power, was 
not the particular fault of that prince, but belonged to 
the system of the goverimient of Constantinople foe 
ogea. Indeed, in its tmmpeiy etiquette, which pio» 
vided rules for the most trivial points of a man's beha- 
viour during the day, the Greek empire resembled no 
existing power in its minute foUie% except that of 
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Pekin ; both, doubtless, beiag iniiueiiced by the same 
vain vnah, to add mnoameaB and an appearance of 
importance to objeotsy which, fram their tnTial natme^ 

could admit no such distinction. 

Yet thus fax we may justify Alexius, that humble as 
were the expedients he had recourse to^ they were more 
naeM to his empire than the measures of a more proud 
and high-spirited prince might have proved in the same 
circumstances. He was no champion to break a lance 
against the breastplate of his Frankish rival, the famous 
Bohemond of Antioch,* but there were many occasiana 
on which he hazarded his life freely; and, so &t as 
we can see, from a luiiiuto perusal of his achievements, 
the Emperor of Greece was never so dangerous " under 
shield^" as when any £>eman desired to stop him 
while retreating from a conflict in which he had been 
worsted. 

Eut, besides that he did not hesitate, according to 
the custom of the time^ at least oocasionally, to commit 
his person to the perils of dose combal> Alexius also 

possessed such knowledge of a general's profession, as is 
required in our modem days. He knew how to occupy 
military positions to the best advantage^ laid oftea 
covered defeats^ or improved dubious conflicts, in a 

* Bohemond, son of Robert Guiscard, the Norman conqueror 
of Apulia, Calabria, and Sicily, was, at the time when the firsi* 
crusade began. Count of Tarentum. Though far advanoMl ia 
life, he eagerly joined the expedition of tlie Latins, and became 
Prince of Antioch. For details of hi3 adventures, death, azi<l 
extraordinary cbaracteri ioo QibboDy ohap. lix. and MiUa' Histoiy 
at the CruMdei^ yqL L 
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maiULer highly to Ihe disaj^ominieiDt of those who 
deemed that the work of war was done only on the 

field of battle. 

If Alexius Conmenus thus understood the eYolutions 
of wsTi he was still hotter skilled in those of polities^ 
wheiey soaring far ahore the express purpose of his 
immediate negotiation, the Emperor was sure to gain 
some important and permanent advantage ; though very 
often he was ultimately defeated by the unblushing 
fickleness^ or avowed treachery^ of the harhanana^ as 
the Greeks generally termed sU other nations, and pai^ 
ticularly those tribes, (they can hardly be termed states^) 
by which their own empire was surrounded 

We may condude our hnef chacaeter of Comnenii% 
by saying, that, had he not been called on to M the 
station of a monarch who was under the necessity of 
nic kin g himgftlf dreaded, as one who was exposed to all 
manner of conspiracies, both in and out of his own 
fionily, he might, in all probability, haTS been regarded 
as an honest and humane prince. Certainly, he showed 
himself a good-natuied man, and dealt less in cutting off 
heads and extingaishing eyes, than had been the pvao- 
tioe of his predecessors, who genezally took this method 
of shortening the ambitiotis views of competitors. 

It remains to be mentioned, that Alexius had his full 
share of the superstition of the age, which he covered 
with a spedes of hypocrisy. It is even said, that his 
wife, Irene, who of coarse was best acquainted with the 
real character of the Emperor, taxed her dying husband 
with practising^ in his last moments^ the dissimulation 
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idiich had been liis companion dming lifb»* He took 
also a deep intereftt in all matters lespeoting the Ghnrch, 

where heresy, which the Emperor held, or affected to 
hold, in great horror, appeared to him to lurk. JN^or do 
•we discover in Mi treatment of the Manidueaos^ or 
FauUeianSy tliat pity for Hieir specnlsfeive erroM, wbioH 
modem times might think had heen well piu-chased by 
the extent of the temporal services of these unfortunate 
aectariea. Alexius knew no indulgence for those who 
misinterpEreted the mysteries of the Ghnrehy or of its 
doetrines ; and the dnty of defending religion against 
schismatics was, in his opinion, as peremptorily de- 
manded from him, as that of protecting the empiro 
against the numberless tribes of barbarians wbo were 
enoroaohing on its boundaries on every side. 

Such a mixture of sense and weakness, of meaiinesa 
and dignity, of prudent discretion and poverty of spirit^ 
which last^ in the Eur(^)ean mode of viewing things^ 
approached to cowardice, formed the leading traits of 
the character of Alexius Comnenns, at a period when 
the fate of Greece, and all that was left in that country 
of art and civilizatioii, was trembling in the balance, 
and likely to be saved or losl^ according to the abilities 
of the Emperor for playing the veiy difficolt game 
which was put into his liands. 

These few leading circumstances will recall, to any 
one who is tolerably well read in history, the pecoliari. 
ties of the period at which we have fomid a lesting* 
place for the foundation of our story. 

* 6«e Qibboo, diap. Iri. 
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CHAPTER THE SECOND. 

Othus. — - — — This superb successor 

Of the earth's mistre88» 9B thou ▼ainly egeakeet, 

Stauds midst these ages as, on the inde ocean. 
The last B[Nired fragment nf a spacious land, 
That in some grand and awful ministration 
Of miq^hty nature has engulfed been, 
Doth lift aloft its dark and rocky cliffs 
O'er the wild waste around, and sadly frowns 
In lonely majesty. 

CoNSTANTiNE PAL£OLoau9, Scene I. 

Our scone in the capital of the Eastern Empire opens 
at what is termed the Golden Grate of Constantinople ; 
and it may be said, in passing, that this splendid 
epithet is not so lightly bestowed as may be expected 
from the intlated language of the Greeks, which tlirows 
snch an appearance of exaggeration about them, their 
bnildingSy and monnments. 

The massive, and seemingly impregnable walls with 
which Constantine surrounded the city, were greatly 
improved and added to by Theodosius, called the Great 
A triumphal aieh, decorated with the architectoie of a 
better, though already a degenerate age, and serving, at 
the same time, as a useful entrance, introduced the 
btranger into the city. On the top, a statue of 1 mnze 
represented Victory, the goddess wlio had inclined the 
scales of battle in favour of Theodosius ; and, as the 
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artist determined to be wealthy if he could not be 
tasteful, the gilded ornaments with which the inscrip- 
tions were set off, readily led to the popular name of 
the gate. Figures, carved in a distant and happier 
period of the art, glanced from the walls, without 
assorting happily with the taste in which these were 
built The more modem ornaments of the Grolden Gate 
bore, at the period of our story, an aspect very dilierent 
from those indicating the *' conquest broncrlit liack to 
the city," and the eternal peace " which the iiattering 
inscriptions recorded as having been extorted by the 
sword of Theodosius. Four or hve miUtary engines, for 
throwing darts of the largest size, were placed upon the 
summit of the arch; and what had been originally 
designed as a specimen of architectural emhelliahmeni^ 
was now applied to the purposes of defence. 

It was the hour of evening, and the cool and refresh- 
ing breeze from the sea inclined each passenger, whose 
business was not of a very urgent description, to loiter 
on his way, and cast a glance at the romantic gateway, 
and the various interesting objects of nature and art, 
which the city of Constantiuople presented, as well to 
the inhabitants as to strangers.* 
. One individual, however, seemed to indulge more 
wonder and curiosity than could have been expected 
from, a native of the city, and looked upon the rarities 
around with a quick and startled eye^ that marked an 
imagination awakened by sights that were new and 
strange. The ap])oarance of this person bespoke a 

* lHoto A. Constantinople. 



Digitized by 



COUNT EOBEfiT OF PARIS 



foreigner of military habits, who seemed, from his com- 
plexion, to have his birth-place far from the Grecian 
metropolis, whatever chance had at present brought 
him to the Golden Gate, or whatever place he Med in 
the Emperor's service. 

This young man was about two-and-twcnty years old, 
remarkably finely-formed and athletic — qualities well 
understood hy the citizens of Constantinople, whose 
habits of frequenting the public games had taught them 
at least an acquaintance willi tlio human person, and 
where, in the select of their own countrymen, they saw 
the handsomest specimens of the human race. 

These were, however, not generally so tall as the 
stranger at the Golden Gate, while his piercing blue 
eyes, and the fair hair which descended from under a 
light helmet gaily ornamented with silver, bearing on 
its summit a crest resembling a dragon in the act of 
expanding its terrible jaAvs, intimated a northern de- 
scent, to which the extreme purity of his complexion 
also bore witness. His beauty, however, though he 
was eminently distinguished both in features and in 
person, was not liable to the charge of effeminacy. 
From this it was rescued, both by his strength, and by 
the air of confidence and self-possessiou with which the 
youth seemed to regard the wonders around him, not 
indicating the stupid and helpless gaze of a mind equally 
inexperienced, and incapable of receiving instruction, 
but expr'^ssing tlie bold intellect which at once under- 
stands the greater part of the information which it 
receives, and commands the spirit to toil in search of 
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tlie meaning of that which it has not comprehended, or 
may fear it has misinterpreted. This look of awakened 
attention and intelligence gaye interest to tbe yonng 
liarbarian ; and while the b3r8tandei8 were amazed that 
a savage from some unknown or remote corner of the 
xiniverse should possess a noble countenance bespeaking 
a mind so elevated, they respected him for the com- 
pOBoie with which he witnessed so many IhingSi the 
fuihion, the splendour, nay, the very use of which, 
must have been recently new to him. 

The young man's personal equipments exhibited a 
singular miztuie of splendour and effemina<^y and en- 
aUed the experienced spectators to ascertain his nation, 
and the capacity in which he served. We have already 
mentioned the fanciful and crested helmet, which was a 
distinction of the foreigner, to which the reader must 
add in his jmaginatiom a small cuirass, or hreastplate of 
silver, so sparingly fashioned as obviously to afford little 
security to the broad chest, on which it rather himg 
like an ornament than ooyered as a buckler ; nor, if a well- 
thrown dart^ or 6t»>ngly*«hod arrow, should alight fall 
on Ihis rich piece of amour, was there mnch hope that 
it could protect the bosom which it partially shielded. 

Prom betwixt the shoulders hung down over the back 
what had the appearance of a bearskin; but^ when 
more closely examined, it was only a very skilfbl imita- 
tion of the spoils of the chase, being in reality a surcoat 
composed of strong shaggy silk, so woven as to exhibit, 
at a little distance, no inaccorato lepreaentation of a 
'bear'shide. A light crooked swoid, or 8dm]tar,8heathecl 
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in a aeabbazd of gold and hrory, bong by the left side 

of the stranger, the ornamented hilt of which appeared 
much too small fox the laige-jointed hand of the young 
Hercales who was thus gaily attiied. A drees^ piUrple 
in oolooTy and sitting close to the limba, covered the 
body of the soldier to a little above the knee ; from 
thence the knees and legs were bare to the cal^ to 
which the leticulated strings of the sandals xoee froia 
the instspy the ligatiizes being there fixed by a golden 
coin of the reigning Emperor, converted into a speciee 
of clasp for the purpose. 

But a weapon which seemed more particularly adapted 
to the young barbarian's size^ and incapable of being 
used by a man of less formidable limbs and smews, wa9 
a battle-axe, the firm iron-guarded staff of which was 
formed of tough elm, strongly inlaid and defended witb- 
brass, while many a plate and xiiigweie indented in th^ 
handle, to hold the wood and the steel parts together: 
The axe itself was composed of two blades, turning 
different ways, with a sharp steel spike projecting from 
between thenL The steel part^ both spike and blade^ 
was bnxniflhed as bright as a minor; and though ite 
ponderooB sise nrast hare been burdensome to one 
weaker than himself, yet the young soldier carried it as 
carelessly along, as if it were but a feather's weight. It 
was^ indeed, a skilfdlly oonstracted weapon, so well 
balanced, that it was much lighter .in striking and in 
recovery, than he who saw it in the hands of another 
could easily have beHeved 

The carrying aims of itself showed that the militaiy 
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man was a stranger. The native Greeks had that mark 

of a civilized people, that they never bore weapons 
duxijQg the tin^e of peace, unless the weaiei chanced to 
be munbered among those whose militaiy profession and 
employment required them to be always in arms. Such 
soldiers by profession were easily distinguished from the 
peaceful citizens ; and it was with some evident show of 
fear as wdl 88 diahke^ that the passengers observed to each 
other, that the stranger was a Yajrangiany an expression 
whieb intimated a barbarian of the imperial body-guard. 

To supply the deficiency of valour among his own 
fubjects, and to procure soldiers who should be per- 
sonally dependent on the Emperor, the Greek sovereigns 
bad been, for a great many years, in the custom of 
maintaining in their pay, as near their person as they 
could, the steady services of a fcieloct number of meice- 
liaries in the capacity of body-guards, vrhich "vere 
numerous enough, when their steady discipline and 
inflexible loyalty were taken in conjunction with their 
personal strength and indomitable courage, to defeat, 
nut only any traitorous attempt on the i?ppftri<^l person, 
but to quell open rebellioi^ unless sucbirere supported 
by a great proportion of the military Ibroe. Their pay 
was therefore liberal ; their rank and established cha- 
racter for prowess gave them a degree of consideration 
among the people^ whose reputatl<m for valour bad not 
to-some ages stood high ; and if, as foreigners, and the 
members of a privileged body, the Varangians were 
sometimes employed in arbitrary and unpopular ser- 
vices, the natives were so apt to fear, while they disliked 
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them, that the hai'dy strangers disturbed tlieiiiselves 
but little about the light in which they were regarded 
hj the inhabitants of Gonfltantinople. Their drees and 
aocontrements, while within the city, partook of the 
rich, or rather gaudy costume, which we have described, 
bearing only a sort of affected reseuiblauce to that which 
the y aiangians wore in their native forests. But the 
individuals of this select corps were, when their ser- 
vices were required beyoud the city, furnished with 
armour and weapons more resembling those which they 
were accustomed to wield in their own aomxtij, posses- 
sing much less of the splendour of war, and a far greater 
portion of its effective terrors; and thus they were 
summoned to take the held. 

This body of Varangians (which term is^ according to 
one interpretation, merely a general expression £>r bar- 
barians) was» in an early age of the empire, ^formed of 
the roving and piratical inhabitants of the north, whom 
a love of adventure, the greatest perhaps that ever was 
indulged, and a contempt of danger, which never had a 
parallel in the history of human nature, drove forth 
upon the pathless ocean. Piracy," says Gibbon, with 
his usual spirit, " was the exercise, the trade, the glory, 
and the virtue of the Scandinavian youth. Impatient 
of a bleak climate and nanow limits, they started from 
the banquet, grasped their arms, sounded their horn, 
ascended their ships, and explored every coast that 
promised either spoil or settlement.'' * 

* DecUne and Fall of the Roman Empire; chap. It. vol x. 
1^ 221, 8vo edition. 
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The conquests made in France and Britain by these 

wild sea-kings, as they were called, have obscured the 
remembrance of other northern champions, who, long 
before the time of Comnenus, made excursions as far as 
Constantinople, and witnessed with their own eyes the 

wealth and the weakness of the Grecian empii'e itself. 
^Numbers found their way thither throu^^h the pathless 
wastes of Bussia ; others navigated the Meditenanean 
in their searserpents, as they termed their piratioal 
vessels. The Emperors, terrified at the appearance of 
these daring inhabitants of the frozen zone, had re- 
course to the usual policy of a rich and nnwarlike 
people^ bofu^t with gold the service of their swords, 
and thns formed a corps of satellites more distinguished 
for valour than the famed Praetorian Bands of Rome, 
and, perhaps because fewer in number, unalterably loyal 
to their new princes. 

Bnt^ at a later period of the empire, it began to be 
more difficult for the Emperore to obtain recruits for 
their favourite and selected corps, the northern nations 
having now in a great measnre laid aside the piratical 
and roving habitat which had driven their ancestors 
from the straits of Elsinoie to those of Sestos and 
Abydos. The corps of the Varangians must therefore 
have died out, or have been £lled up with less worthy 
snaterials, had not the oonqofiets made by the Normans 
in the &r distant west, sent to the aid of Comnenns a 
large body of the dispossessed inhabitants of the islands 
of Britain, and particularly of England, who furnished 
zecroits to his chosen body-goard. These were^ in fact, 
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Anglo-Saxons ; bnt^ in the oonfosed idea of geography 
received at the court of Constantinople, they were 
naturally enough, called Anglo-Danes, as their native 
countiy was oonfbnnded with the Thule of the apdeiitB^ 
by which ezpiession the azehipdlago of Zetlaiid and Ozk- 
riey is properly to he nndeistood, though, according to 
the notions of the Greeks, it comprised either Denmark 
or Britain. The emigrants, however, spoke a langoago 
not Y&j dissimilar to the oxiginal Varangianay, and 
adopted the name more readily, that it seemed to 
remind them of their unliappy fate, the appellatiou 
being in one sense capable of being interpreted as 
exiles. Excepting one or two chief oommandeniy whom 
the Emperor jndged worthy of such high tmst^ the 
Varangians were officered by men of their own na- 
tion ; and with so many privileges, being joined by 
many of their coontrymen from time to time^ as tibe 
crusades, pilgrimages^ or discontent at h(Mne, drove 
fresh supplies of the Anglo-Saxons, or Anglo-Danes, 
to the east, the Varangians subsisted in strength to 
the last days of the Greek empire, retaining their 
natiye langoage^ along with the unblemished loyalty, 
and nnabated martdal spirit, which chaiacteriaed their 
fathers. 

This account of the Varangian Guard is strictly 
historifia], and might be pvoTsd by refiszence to 
Byaintine historians ; most of whom, and also Yille- 

hardouin's account of the taking of the city of Constan- 
tinople by the Franks and Venetians, make repeated 
mention of this celebrated and singnto body of English* 
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men, fonnixig a mercenaiy goaid attendant on the per* 
son of the Gieek Empenm.* 

Having said enough to explain why an individual 

Vaxangian should be strolling about the Golden Gate, 
we may pxooeed in the stoiy whick we have com« 
menoed. 

Let it not be thongbt extraordinaiy, that this soldier 

of the life-guard should be looked upon with some 
degree of curiosity by the passing citizens. It must be 
supposed, that^ from their peculiar duties, they were not 
encouraged to bold frequent intercourse or communica- 
tion with the iiiliabitauts ; and, besides that they had 
duties of police occasionally to exercise amongst them, 
which made them generally more dreaded than beloved^ 
they were at the same time conscious, that their high 
pay, splendid appointments, and immedjate dependence 
on the Emperor, were subjects of en^T- to the other 
forces. They, therefore, kept much in the neigbbourw 
hood of their own barracks, and were seldom seen 
straggling remote from them, unless they had a com- 
mission of government entrusted to their charge. 

This being the case, it was natural that a people so 
curious as the Greeks should busy themselves in eyeing 
the stranger as be loitered in one spot, or wandered to 
and fro, like a man who either could not find some 

* Ducange has poured forth a tide of learxung on this curious 
subject, which will be found in his Notes on Villehardouin's 
Constantinople under the French Emperors. — Paris, 1637, folio, 
p. 196. Gibbon^ History may also be consulted, yoI x. p. 231. 
[See Note page 429.] 
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place which he was seeking, or had fsdled to meet some 
peison with whom he had an appointment^ for which 
the ingenuity of the passengers found a thousand dif- 
ferent and inconsistent reasons. "A Yarangian," said 
one citizen to another, *^and upon duty — ahem 1 Then 

I presume to say in yonr ear'' 

What do yon imagine is his object ?'* inquired the 
party to whom tliis information wOvS addressed, 

" (rods and goddesses ! do you think I can tell you I 
but suppose that he is lurking here to hear what folk 
say of the Emperor/' answered the qiUdmme of Con- 
stantinople. 

"That is not likely," said the querist ; "these Varan- 
gians do not speak our language, and are not extremely 
well fitted for spiee^ since few of them pretend to any 
intelligible notion of the Grecian tongue. It is not 
likely, I think, that the Emperor would employ as a 
spy a man who did not understand the language of the 
country." 

''But if there are» as all men £uicy," answered the 

politician, " persons among these barbarian soldiers who 
can speak almost all languages, you will admit that 
sueh are exceUw i tly qualified for seeing clearly around 
them, since they possess the talent of beholding and 
. reporting, while no one has the slightest idea of sus- 
pecting them." 

"It may well be," replied his companion; *'but 
since we see so clearly the fox's fix>t and paws pro* 
trading &om beneath the seeming sheep's fleece, or 
latheri by your leave, the bear's hide yonder, had we 
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not better be jogging homeward, eie it be pietended we 
have insulted a Varangian Guard ?'* 

This suimige of danger insiiiuated by the last speaker, 
who was a mack oldei and more expeiienoed politidan 
than Mb Mend, deteimined both on a hasty retreat 
They adjusted their cloaks, caught hold of each other^s 
arm, and, speaking iast and thick as they started new 
subjects of sns^ncion, they sped, dose coupled together, 
towards their habitationB^ in a diffe(rent and distant 
quarter of the town. 

In the meantime, the sunset was nigh over ; and the 
long shadows of the walls, bulwarks, and arches, were 
projecting ficom the westward in deeper and bhu^er 
shade. The Yarangian seemed tired of the short and 
lingering circle in which he had now trodden for more 
than an hour, and in which he still loitered like an iin- 
liberated spirit^ whidi cannot leave the haunted spot 
till licensed by the spell which has brought it hither. 
Even so the barbarian, castiag an impatient glance to 
the sun, which was setting in a blaze of light behind a 
rich grove of cypress-trees, looked for some accommo- 
dation on the benches of stone which were placed under 
shadow of the triomphal arch of Theodosius, drew the 
axe, which was his principal weapon, close to his side, 
wrapped his doak about him, and, though his dress was 
not in other respects a fit attire fox slumber, any more 
than the place well selected for repose, yet in less than* 
three minutes he was last asleep. The irresistible 
impulse which iaduced him to seek for repose in a 
place veiy indifEiarently fitted for the purpose^ might be 
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wearinefls canaequent iqxm the militaiy TigiJfl^ which 
had pioved a port of his duty on the preoedmg evening. 

At the same time, his spiiit was so alive within Mm, 
even while he gave way to this transient fit of oblivion, 
tiiiat he lemained ahuoet awake eren with ahufc eyea* 
and no hound ever aeemed to aleep more Hghtly than 
QUI Anglo- 8axon at the Golden Gate of Constantinople. 

And now the slumberer, as the loiterer had been 
before^ was the subject of obaervatiDn to the accidental 
passengers. Two men entered the porch in company. 
One was a somewhat slight-made, but alert-looking man, 
by name LysLmachus, and by profession a designer. A 
roll of paper in his hand, with a little satchel containing 
a £bw chalks^ or pendLsy completed hia stock in tiade ; 
and his acquaintance with the remaina of ancient art 
gavo him a power of talking on the subject, w^iicli 
unfortimately bore more than due proportion to Ms 
talents of execution. His companiony a magnificent- 
looking man in fonn, and ao fiu reaembling the young 
barbarian, but more clownish and peasant-like in the 
expression of his features, was Stephanos the wrestler, 
well known in the Palestra. 

*^ Stop heie^ my ftiend/' aaid the artia^ pioduemg 
hia pencilsi "tiU I make a aketeh for my youthftal 
Hercules." 

" I thought Hercules had been a Greek," said tke 
wrestler. This sleeping animal ia a barbarian." 
The tone intimated some offence, and the designer 

hastened to soothe the displeasure which he had 
thoughtlessly excited. Stephanos, known by the sur- 
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name of Castor, who was highly distinguished for gym- 
nastic exercises, was a sort of patron to the little artist, 
and not unlikely by his own leputation to bring the 
tUents of his Mend into notice. 

Beant7 and strength/' said the adroit artist^' aie 
of no particular nation ; and may our Muse never deign 
me her piize, but it is my greatest pleasure to compare 
them, as existing in the nncnltiyated savage o£ the 
north, and when they are found in the darling of an 
enlightened people, who has added the lieiglit of gym- 
nastic skill to the most distLnguished natural qualities, 
audi as we can now only see in the works of Phidias 
and Praxiteles— or in our living model of the gymnastic 
champions of antiquity." 

** !N^ay, I acknowledge that the Varangian is a proper 
man^" said the athletic hero, softening his tone ; but 
the poor savage hath not^ peihaps, in his lifetimei bad 
A single drop of oil on his bosom 1 Hercules instituted 
the Isthmian Games" 

" But hold ! what sleeps he with, wrapt so close in 
his bearskin said the artist <*Is it a dubf ' 

Aw ay, away, my friend !" cried Stephanos, as they 
looked closer on the sleeper. " Do you not know Lliai 
is the instrument of their barbarous office 1 They do 
not war with swords or lances, as if destined to attack 
men of flesh and blood ; but with maces and axes, as if 
th^ were to hack limbs formed of stone, and sinews of 
oak. T will wager my crown [of withered parsloy] that 
he lies here to arrest some distinguished commander 
who has offended the government I He would not have 
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been tlius formidably armed otherwise — Away, away, 
good Lysimachus; let us respect the slumbeis of the 

So sayings the ehampion of the Paleetra made off 
T^th less apparent confidence than his size and stieDgtih 

might have inspired. 

Others, now thinly straggling, passed onward as the 
evening dosed, and the shadows of the cypress-tceee 
fell darker around. Two females of tiie lower rank cast 
their eyes on the sleeper. "Holy Maria!" said one, 
"if he does not put me in mind of the Eastern tale^ 
how the Genie brought a gallant young prince from hk 
nnptial chamber in E^ypt, and left him aleeping at the 
gate of Damascus. I will awake the poor lamb, lest he 
catch harm from the night dew. 

''Harm?" answered the older and crosser-looking 
woman. ''Ay, snch harm as the cold water of the 
Cydnns does to the wild-swan. A lamb % — ay, forsootii ! 
Why he's a wolf or a bear, at least a Varangian, and no 
modest matron would exchange a word with such an 
nnmannered barbarian. Til tell yon what one of these 
English Danea did to me'' 

So saying, she drew on her companion, who followed 
with some reluctance, seeming to listen to her gabble, 
while she looked back upon the sleeper. 

The total diaappeazance of the aim, and neariy at the 
same time the departure of the twihght, which lasts so 
short time in that tropical region — one of the few ad- 
vantages which a more temperate climate possesses over 
it^ hemg the longer coptinnanoe of that sweet and placid 
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light — ^gave signal to the warden of the dtytosliut the 

folding leaves of the Grolden Gate, leaving a wicket 
lightly bolted for the passage of those whom business 
might have detained too late without the walls, and 
indeed for all who ohose to pay a small coin. The posi- 
tion and apparent insensibility of the Varangian did not 
escape those who had charge of the gate, of whom there 
was a strong guard, which belonged to the ordinary 
Greek forces. 

By Castor and by PoUnic," said the oentniion — for 
the Greeks swore by the ancieiit deities, although they 
no longer worshipped them, and preserved those mili- 
taiy distinctions with which the steady Eomans shook 
the world," although they were altogetiier d^generated 
from their original manners — " By Castor and Pollnz, 
comrades, we cannot gather gold in this gate, according 
as its legend tells us : yet it will be our fault if we 
cannot glean a goodly oiop of silver ; and though the 
golden age be the most ancient and hononrable, yet in 
this degenerate time it is much ii we see a glimpse of 
the inferior metaL" 

Unworthy are we to follow the noble centurion 
Bjarpax,*' answered one of the soldiers of tiie watch, 
who showed the shaven head and the single tuft* of 
a Mussulman, "if we do not hold silver a sufficient 
eanse to bestir ourselTes, when there has been no gold 
to be had — as, by the £utii of an honest man, I think 
we can hardly tell its colour — ^whether out of the im« 

* One tuft 13 left on the shaven crown of the Moslem, for the 
ftDgel to grasp by, when couveyiog him to ParadiBe. 
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penal treMoiy^ or obtained at the eiqpenae of indivi* 
dnala, for many long moons ! " 

" But this silver/' said the centurion, " thou shalt 
see with thine own eye, and hear it ring a knell in the 
purse which holds our conunon stock.'' 

Which did bold ii> as tboa -munldst say, moa^ 
Taliant commandeir/* replied the inferior warder ; ^ but 
what that purse holds now, save a few miserablo oboli 
for purchasing certain pickled potherbs and salt hsh, to 
relish our allowance of stummed wine^ I cannot tell^ but 
willingly give my shaie of the contents to the devil, if 
either purse or platter exhibito symptom of any ag^ 
richer than the age of copper." 

** I will replenish our treasury," said the centurion, 
^ were our stock yet lower than it i& Stand up dos^ 
by the wicket, my masters. Bethink you we are the 
Imperial (rTiards, or the guards of the Imperial City, it 
is all on% and let us have no man rush ,past us on a 
sadden } — and now that we are on on? guard, I will 
unfold to you ^But stop^" ssid the valiant cen- 
turion, "are we all here true brothers? Do all well 
understand the ancient and laudable customs of our 
watch— keeping all things secret which concern the 
profit and adyantage of this our Tigil, and aiding and 
abetting the conmion cause, without information or 
treachery ] " 

" You are strangely suspidoua to-nighV answered 
the sentinel '^Methinks we have stood by you without 
tale-telling in matters which were more weighty. Have 

you forgot the passage of the jeweller — ^which wa^ 
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diamond one" 

" Peace, good Ismail the Infidel," said the centurion, 
— ^^'for, I thank Heayen, we aie of all leligioiui^ so it i« 
to be hoped we must hare the trcie one amongst us, — 
Peace, I say 3 it is unnecessary to prove thou canst 
keep new secrets, by ripping up old ones. Come hither 
— look through the wicket to the stone beneh, on the 
shady side of the grand poich — tell me^ old lad^ what 
dost thou see there ?" 

" A man asleep," said Ismail. " By Heaven, I think 
from what I can see by the moonlight, that it is one of 
those barbarians, one of those island dpga^ whom the 
Emperor sets saeh store by 

" And can thy fertile brain,*' said the centurion, 
*^spia nothing out of liis present situation, tending 
towards our advantage V 

"Why, ay,'' said Isanail; have large pay, 

though they are not only barbarians, but pagan dogs, in 
comparison with us Moslems and l^azarenes. That 
fellow hath besotted himself with liquor^, and hath not 
found his way home to his barracks in good tima He 
will be severely punished, unless we consent to admit 
him ; and to prevail on us to do so, he must empty the 
contents of his gizdla" 

That^ at least — that, at least,** answered the soldiers 
of the city watch, but caiefally suppressing their voices, 
though they spoke in an eager tone. 

And is that all that you would make of such an op- 
|K>rtanityr' said HarpaZy scofnfully. '^jNo^no^ comrades. 
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K ^as oatlandkh animal indeed escape na, he mwsb at 

least leave Ms fleece behind. See you not the gleams 
from his headpiece and his cuirass ? I presume these 
betoken substantial silver, though it may be of the 
thinnest There lies the silver mine I spoke oi^ ready 
to enrich the dexterous hands who shall labour if 

" But/' said timidly a young Greek, a companion of 
their watch lately enlisted in the corps, and unac- 
quainted with their habite^ still this barbaiian, as joa 
call him, is a soldier of the Emperor ; and if we are 
convicted of depriving liim of his anns, we shall be 
justly punished for a military crime." 

Hear to a new Lycurgus come to teach us our 
duty 1" said the centurion. ^Leam first, young man, 
that the metropolitan cohort never can commit a crime, 
and learn next, of course, that they can never be con- 
victed of one. Suppose we found a straggling barbarian, 
a Yarangian, like this slumberer, perhaps a Frank, or 
some other of these foreigners bearing unpronounceable 
names, while they dishonour us by putting on the arms 
and apparel of the real Roman soldier, are we, placed to 
defend an imj^i^ctant post, to admit a man so suspicious 
within our postern, when the event may probably be to 
betray both the Golden Gate and the hearts of gold who 
guard it, — ^to have the one seized, and the throats of the 
others handsomely cut 

Keep him without side the gate, then," replied the 
novice, " if you think him so dangerous. For my part, 
I should not fear him, were ho deprived of that huge 
double-edged axe, which gleams from under his doak. 
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having a moie deadly glare than the comet vhich 

astrologers pro^)Iiesy such strange things of.*' 

** Nay, then, we agree together," answered Ilarpax, 
''and you speak like a youth of modesty and sense; 
and I promise you the state will lose nothing in the de- 
spoiling of this same barbarian. Each of these saTSges 
hath a douhle set of accoutroments, the one wrought 
with gold, silver, inlaid work, and ivory, as becomes 
their duties in the prince's household; the other 
fiishioned of triple steel, strong, weighty, and irre- 
sistible. !Nbw, in taking from this suspicions character 
his silver helmet and cuirass, you reduce him to his 
proper weapons, and you will see him start up in arms 
fit for duty." 

Yes," said the novice ; but I do not see that this 
reasoning will do more than warrant our stripping the 
Varangian of his armour, to he afterwards heedfully 
returned to him on the monow, if lie prove alarue man. 
How, I know no^ but I had adopted some idea that it 
was to be confiscated for our joint behoof** 

" Unquestionably," said Harpax ; " for such has been 
the role of our watch ever since the days of the excel- 
lent centurion Sisyphus, in whose time it first was deter- 
mined, that all contraband commodities or suspidons 
Tveapons, or the like, which were brought into thp city 
during the night-watch, should be uniformly forfeited 
to the use of the soldiery of the guard ; and where the 
iEmperor finds the goods or arms uigustly seized, I hope 
he is rich enough to make it uj) to the sufferer/* 

« But still—but still," said Sebastes of Mitylene, 

VOL. ZLVL W 
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the young Greek aforesaid, ''were the Emperor to 

discover 

Ass replied Harpax, ^'he cannot discoyer, if he 

had all tlie eyes of Argus's tail. Here aio twelve of us 
sworn according to the rules of the watch, to abide in 
the same stoij. Here is a barbarian, who^ if he remem- 
bers anything of the matter — which I greatly doabl^ 
his choice of a lodging arguing his familiarity with the 
wine-pot — ^tells but a wild tale of losing his armour^ 
which we, my masters," (looking round to hia com- 
panions,)*' deny stoutly — hope we have courage enough 
for that—and which party will be believed f The com- 
panions of the watch, surely ! " 

Quite the contrary," said Sebastes. " I was born 
at a ili^<»T>AA ftom hence; yet even in the isLaiul of 
Mitylene, the rumour had reached me that the cavaliers 
of the city-guard of Constantinople were ^fO accompKshed 
in falsehood, that the oath of a single barbarian would 
outweigh the Christian oath of the whole body, if 
Christicji some of them are — for example, this dark 
man with a single tuft on liis head." 

" And if it were even so," said the centurion, with a 
gloomy and sinister look, ''there is another way of 
making the transaction a safe one/' 

Sebastes, fixing his eye on his commander, moved his 
hand to the hilt of an Eastern poniard which he wore, 
as if to penetrate his exact meaning. The centurion 
nodded in acquiescence. 

" Young as I am," said Sebastes, " I have been 
already a pirate five years at sea, and a robber three 
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yeazs now in tlie bills, and it is the fiist time I have 
seen or heard a man hesitate, in such a case, to take the 
only part which is worth a brave man's while to resort 
to in a pressing aiiair." 

Haipax strock his hand into that of the soldier, as 
sharing his uncompromising sentiments ; but when be 
spoke, it was in a trenmlous voice. 

How shall we deal with him ] " said he to Sehostes, 
wbo^ from the most raw recroit in the oorpfl^ had now 
risen to the highest place in bis estimation. 

" Anyhow," returned the islaudt-r; " I see bows hero 
and shafts, and if no other person can uso them 

''They are not^" said the centurion, ''tlie regular 
arms of our corps/' 

** The fitter you to guard the gates of a city,** daid the 
young soldier with a hoioe-laugh, which had something 
insulting in it. " Well — be it so. I can shoot like a 
Scythian," he proceeded ; " nod but with your head, one 
abaft shall crash among the splinters of his sknll and 
his brains ; the second shall quiver in his heart." 

Bravo, my noble comrade ! " said Harpax, in a tone 
of affected rapture, always lowering bis Toic^ however, 
as respecting the slumbers of the Varangian. ^ Snch 
"Were the robbers of ancient days, the Dioniedes, Cory- 
netes, Synnes, Seyrons, Procrustes, whom it required 
demigods to bring to what was miscalled justice, and 
whose compeos and fellows will remain masters of 
the continent and isles of Greece, until Hercules and 
Theseus shall again appear upon earth. Keverthelesa^ 
shoot not^ my valiant Sebastes — draw not the bow^ 

r2 
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my invaLiiable Mitylenian; jm may wound and not 

" I am little wont to do so," said Sebastes, again 
repeating the hoarse, chuckling, discordant laugh, which 
grated upon the eais of the oeataiion, though he could 
hardly tell the reason why it was so nncommonly 

unplcivsant. 

" If I look not about me," was his internal reflection, 
** we shall have two oenturions of the watch, instead of 
one. This Mitylenian, or be he who the devil will, is a 

bow's length beyond me» I must keep my eye on 
him.*' He then spoke aloud, m a tone of authority 
** But come, young man. it is hard to discourage a 
young beginner. If you have been such a rover of 
wood and river as you tell us of, you know how to play 
the Sicarins : there lies your object, dnuilv or asleep, 
we know not which ; — ^you will deal with him in either 
case.^^ 

Will you give me no odds to stab a stupified or 

drunken man, most noble centurion answered the 
Greek. " You would perhaps love the commission your- 
self 1 " he continued, somewhat iromcaHy. 

"Do as you axe directed, Mend,'' said Harpax, point- 
ing to the turret staircase which led down from the 
battlement to the arched entrance underneath the porch- 
He has the true cat-like stealthy pace," half mnt* 
tared the centurion, as lus sentinel descended to do eixch 
a crime as he was posted there to prevent. This 
cockerel s comb must be cut^ or he will become kiTig Qf 
the roost But let us see if his hand be as resolute as 
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his tongue ; then we will consider what turn to give to 
the conclusion." 

As Harpax spoke between his teeth, and rather to 
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himself than any of his companions, the Mitylenian 
emerged from under the archway, treading on tiptoe, 
yet swiftly, with an admirable mixture of silence and 
celerity. His poniard, drawn as he descended, gleamed 
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in his hand, which was held a little behind the rest of 
his person, so as to conceal it. The assassin hovered 
leas , than an instant over the sleeper, as if to mark the 
interval between the ill-fietted silyer corslet^ and the 
body which it was designed to protect, when, at the 
instant the blow was rushing to its descent, the Varan- 
gian started np at once^ arrested the armed hand of the 
assassin hj striking it upwards with the head of his 
hattle-axe; and while he thus parried the intended 
stab, struck the Greek a blow heavier than Sebastes 
had ever learned at the Pancration, which left him 
scarce the power to cry help to his comrades on the 
battlements. They saw what had happened, however, 
and beheld the barbarian set his foot on their com- 
panion, and brandish high his formidable weapon, the 
whistling sound of which made the old arch ring * 
ominously, while he paused an instant, with his weapon 
upheaved, ere he gave the finishing blow to his enemy. 
The warders made a bustle, as if some of them would 
descend to the assistance of Sebastes, without, however, 
appearing veiy eager to do so, when Haipaz, in a rapid 
whisper, conmianded them to stand fast. 

"Each man to his place," he said, "happen what 
may. Yonder comes a captain of the guard — the secret 
is our own, if the savage has killed the Mitylenian, as 
I well trosty for he stirs neither hand nor foot But if 
he lives, my comrades, make hard your faces as flints- 
he IS but one man, we are twelve. We know nothing 
of his purpose, save that he went to see wherefore the 
barbaiian slept so near the post" , 
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While the eentimon tlnis bniiied }aa pnipoee in 
busy insinuation to the companions of his watch, the 

stately figure of a tall soldier, richly armed, and pre- 
senting a lofty crest, which glistened as he stept from 
tlie open moonlight into the shade of the vaults became 
visible beneath, A whisper passed among the warders 
on the top of the gate. 

" Draw bolt, shut gate, come of the Mitylenian wliat 
will," said the centurion ; " we are lost men if we own 
him. — Here comes the chief of the Varangian axes, the 
Follower himsell*' 

"Well, Hereward," said the ofl&cer who came Lost 
upon the scene, in a sort of lingua Franca^ generally 
used by the barbarians of the guard, hast thou caught 
a night-hawk)'' 

" Ay, by Saint George ! answered the soldier; " and 
yet, in my Country, " we would call him but a kite." 

" What is he ? " said the leader. 

" He will tell you that himself" replied the Varan- 
gian, "when I take my grasp jBpom his windpipe." 

" Let him go, then," said the officer. 

The Englishman did as he was commanded ; but^ 
escaping as soon as he felt himself at liberty, with an 
alertness which could scarce haye been anticipated, the 
Mitylenian rushed out at the arch, and, availing himself 
of the complicated ornaments which had originaUy 
graced the exterior of the gateway, he fled around 
buttress and prcijection, closely pursued by the Varan- 
gian, who, cumbered with his armour, was hardly a 
match in the coarse for the light<footed Grecian, as he 
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dodged his pmsuer from one skulking place to another. 
The officer laughed heartily, as the two fignres, like 

shadows appearing, and disappearing as suddenly, held 
rapid flight and chase around tlie arch of Theodosius. 

" By Hercules ! it is Hector pursued round the walls 
of Ilion by Achilles,'* said the oihcer; ^* but my Pelides 
will scarce overtake the son of PriaoL What^ ho! 
uoddess-born — son of the white-footed Thetis! — ^But 
the allusion is lost on the ])Oor savac^'o — Uollo, Here- 
ward ! I stay, stop — know thine own most barbarous 
name." These last words were muttered ; then raising 
his voice, Do not out-run thy wind, good Hereward. 
Thou maycst have more occasion for breath to-night," 

" If it had been my leader's will," answered the 
Vaiangian« coming back in sulky mood, and breathing 
like one who had been at the top of his speed, "I would 
have had him as &st as ever greyhound held hare, ere 
I loft off the chase. Were it not for this foolish 
armour, which encumbers without defending one, I 
would not have made two bounds without taking him 
by the throat." 

" As well as it is," said the otiicer, who was, in fact, 
the Acoulouthos, or Follov)ei\ so called because it was 
the duty of this highly-trusted o^cer of the Varangian 
Guards constantly to attend on the person of the 
Emperor. But let ue now see by what means we are 
to regain our entrance through the gate ; for if, as I 
suspect, it was one of those warders who was willing 
to have played thee a trick, his companions may not let 
us enter willingly." 
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" And is it not," said tko Varangian, " your Valour's 
duty to probe this waat of discipline to the bottom 1 " 

Hush thee here, my dmple-xninded savage i I have 
often told yoo, most ignoxant Heiewaid, that the skulls 
of those who come from your cold and muddy Boeotia 
of the North, are fitter to bear out tAventy blows with a 
sledge-hammer than turn off one witty or ingenious 
idea. But follow me, Heieward, and although I am 
aware that showing the fine meshes of Grecian policy 
to the coarse e}^e of an unpractised barbarian like thee, 
is much like casting pearls before swine, a thing for- 
bidden in the Blessed Grospel, yet^ as thou hast so good 
a hearty and so trusty, as is scarce to be met with 
among my Varangians themselves, I care not while 
thou art in attendance on niy person, I endeavour to 
indoctrinate thee in some of that policy by which I 
myself — the follower — ^the chief of the Varangians, 
and therefore* erected by their axes into the most 
valiant of the valiant, am content to guide myself^ 
although every way qualified to bear me through the 
cross currents of the court by main pull of oar and 
press of sail — a condescension in me, to do that by 
policy, which no man in this imperial court, tiie chosen 
sphere of superior wits, could so well accomphsli by open 
force as myself What think'st thou, good savage 1 " 

«I know," answered the Varangian, who walked 
about a step and a half behind his leader, like an 
orderly of the present day behind his offioer^s shoulder, 
"I should be sorry to trouble my head with what I 
could do by my hands at onoep'' 
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** Did I not say so 1 " replied the Follower, who had 
now for aome minutes led the way from the Golden 
Gate, and was seen gliding along the ontside of the 
moonligliL twills, as if seeking an entrance elsewhere. 
**Lo, such is the stuff of what you call your head ia^^ 
madel Your hands and anns aie perfect Ahitophels, 
compared to it Heaiken to me, thou most ignoiant of 
all animals, — but, for that Texy reason, thou stontest of 
confidants, and bravest of soldiers, — I will tell thee the 
very riddle of this night-work, and yel^ even then I 
doubt if thou canst undeistand me.'' 

It is my present duty to try to comprehend your 
Valour," said the Varangian — "I would say your 
policy, since you condescend to expound it to me. As 
for your valour," he added, " I should be unlucky if I 
did not think I undeistand its length and breadth 
already.'^ 

The Greek general coloured a little, but replied, Avith 
unaltered voice, True, good Hereward. We have seen 
each other in battle." 

Hereward here could not suppress a short cough, 
which to those grammarians of the day who were 
skilful in applying tlie use of accents, would have im- 
plied no peculiar eulogiiim on his officer's military 
braveiy. Indeed, during their whole intercourse^ the 
conversation of the General, in spite of his tone of 
affected importance and superiority, displayed an ob- 
vious respect for his companion, as one who, in many 
pomts of action, mighty if brought to the test, prove a 
more effective soldier than himself On the other 
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handy when the powerful Koithem warrior replied, 

although it was with all observance of discipline and 
duty, yet the discussion might sonietinies resemble that 
between an ignorant macaroni oilicor, before the Duke 
of York's reformation of the British army, and a steady 
sergeant of the regiment in which they both served. 
'J'liove was a consciousness of superiority, disguised by 
external respect^ and half admitted by the leader. 

Yon will grant me, my simple inisndf" eontinaed 
the dkie^ in the same tone as before^ ^ in order to lead 
thee by a short passage into the deepest principle of 
policy which perv^ades this same court of Constantinople, 
that the favour of the Emperor" — (here the officer 
raised his oasqne^ and the soldier made a semblance of 
doing so also) — who (be the place where he pats his 
foot sacred !) is the vivifying principle of the sphere 
in which we live, as the sun itself is that of hu- 
manity " 

*^ I have heard something like this said by onr tri- 
bunes/' said the Varangian. 

" It is their duty so to instruct you," answered the 
leader ; " and I trust that the priests also, in their 
sphere, forget not to teach my VarangianB their constant 
service to their Emperor/' 

" They do not omit it," replied the soldier, " though 
we of the exiles know our duty." 

" God forbid I should doubt it^" said the commander 
of the batUe-axes. "All I mean is to make thee 
understand, my dear Hereward, that as there are, 
tliough perhaps such do not exist in thy dark and 
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gloomy climate, a xace of infiecia which are bom in ihe 
fiist rays of the moming, and expire with those of sun- 
set, (thence called by us ephemerae, as enduring one 
day only,) such is the case of a faTOurite at courts while 
enjoying the smiles of the most saozed Empeior. And 
happy is he whose fityour, rising as the person of the 
sovereign emerges from the level space which extends 
around the throne, displays itself in the first imperial 
blaze of gloiy, and who, keeping his post during the meri- 
dian splendour of the down, has only the &te to disappear 
and die with the last beam of imperial brightness.'' 

" Your Valour," said the islander, " speaks higher 
language than my i^'orthern wits axe able to compre- 
hend. Only, methink% rather than part with life at the 
sunset^ I would, since insect I must needa be, become 
a moth for two or three dark hours.'* 

" Such is the sordid desire of the vulgar, Hereward,** 
answered the follower, with assumed superiority, " who 
are contented to ei^oy lifbi lacking distinction ; whereas 
we, on the other hand, we of choicer quality, who form 
the nearest and imiermost circle around the Imperial 
Alexius, in which he himself forms the central pointy 
are watchfiil, to woman's jealoui^, of the distribution 
of his fiiTOurs, and omit no opportunity, whether by 
leaguing with or against each other, to recommend 
ourselves individually to the peculiar light of his coun- 
tenance." 

. « I think I comprehend what you mean," said the 
guardsman; although as fbr living such a life of 

intrigue — but that matters not" 
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''It does indeed matter not^ my good Heiewaid," 

said his officer, " and tlioii art lucky in having no 
appetite for the life I have described. Yet have I seen 
barbarians rise high in the empire, and if they have 
not altogether the flexibilily, the malleability, as it is 
called — Ihat happy dnctOity which can give way to cir- 
cumstances, I have yet known tliose of barbaric tribes, 
especially if bred up at court from their youth, who 
joined to a limited portion of this flexile qoalily enough 
of a certain tough dniabOity of temper, which, if it does 
not excel in availing itself of opportunity, has no con- 
temptible talent at creating it. But letting comparisons 
pass, it follows^ ficom this emulation of glory, that. is, of 
royal &yonr, amongst the servants of the imperial and 
most sacred courts that each is desirous of distinguish- 
ing himself by shoT^dng to the Emperor, not only that 
he fully understands the duties of his own employ- 
ments^ but that he is capable, in case of necessity, of 
disdiaiging those of others.'' 

^'I nnderstand," said the Saxon; *'and thence it 
happens that the under ministers, soldiers, and assist- 
ants of the great crown-officers, are perpetually engaged, 
not in aiding each other, but in acting as spies on their 
neighbonrs' actions 1 " 

" Even so," answered the commander ; " it is but 
few days since I had a disagreeable instance of it. 
Every one, however dull in the inteUect^ hath under^ 
stood thus much, that the great Protospathaire;,* which 
title tfaou knowst signifies the General-in-ehief of the 

* Ldteially, the First Swordflman. 
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forces of the empire^ hath me at hatred, because I am 
the leader of those ledoubtable Yaiangiaiis, who eigoj 
and well deserve, privileges exempting them from tl.e 

ubdoluto command wliich he possesses over all otlicr 
corps of tlic liYmy — an authority which becomes IJicanor, 
notwithstauding the victozious soimd of his name, nearly 
as well as a waz^^addle would become a bnllocL" 

" How ! " said the Varangian, " does the Ftotospa- 
thaire pretend to any authority over the noble exiles 1 
— ^By the red dragon, xinder which we will live and 
die, we will obey no man aliye bat Alexius Comneniis 
himself and our own officers I 

"Eightly and bravely resolved," said the leader; 
" but^ my good Hereward, let not your just indignation 
huny you so &r as to name the most sacred Emperor, 
without raising your hand to your casque, and adding 
the epithets of his lofty rank." 

I will raise my hand often enough and high enough/' 
said the !XorsemaD, *'when the Emperor's service re- 
quires it" 

**1 dare be sworn thou wilt^'' said Achilles Tatius, 

the commander of the Taiangian Imperial Body Guard, 
who thought the time watj unfavourable for distinguish- 
ing himself by insisting on that exact observance of 
etiquette, which was one of lus great pretensions to the 
name of a soldier. " Yet, were it not for the constant 
vigilance of youi' leader, my child, the noble Varangians 
would be trode down, in the common mass of the army, 
with the heathen cohorts of Huns, Scythians, or those 
turban'd infidels the renegade l^irks; and eyen for 
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thiB is your commander beie in peii], because be vindi- 
catee his axe-men as worthy of being prized aboye the 

paltry shafts of the Eastern tribes, and the javelins of 
the Moors, which aie only fit to be playthings for 
children.'' 

''You are exposed to no danger/' said the soldier, 

closing up to AchiUes in a confidential manner^ from 
which these axes can protect you." 

"Do I not know it 1 " said Achilles. " But it is to 
your arms alone that the follower of his most sacred 
J^Iajesty now intrusts his safety." 

**In aught that a soldier may do/' answered Here- 
ward ; " make your own computation, and then reckon 
this single arm worth two against any man the Emperor 
has, not being of our own corps.'' 

''listen, my brave friend," continued Achilles. 
" This Nicanor was daring enough to throw a reproach 
on our noble corps, accusing them — gods and goddesses J 
— of plundering in the fialdy and, yet more saciil^giousy 
of drinking the precious wine which was prepared for 
his most sacred Majesty's own blessed consumption. I, 
the sacred pei-son of the Emperor being present, pro- 
ceeded, as thou mayst well believe " 

"To give him the lie in his audacious throat!" 
burst in the Yaran^an — "named a place of meeting 
somewhere in the vicinity, and called the attendance of 
your poor follower, Hereward of Hampton, who is your 
bond-sLave for life long^ for such an honour I I wish 
only you had told me to get my work-day arms ; but^ 
hijwever, I have my battle-axe, and" Here his 
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companion seized a moment to bieak in^ lor he 'was 
somewhat abashed afc the lively tone of the yomig 
soldier. 

" Hush thee, my son," said Achilles Tatius ; " speak 
low, my excellent HeiewaixL Thou mistakest this 
thing. With thee by my side^ I would not^ indeed, 
hesitate to meet five such as IHcanor ; but such is not 
the law of this most hallowed empire, nor the senti- 
ments of the three times illustrious Prince who now 
rules it. Thou art debauched, my soldier, with the 
swaggering stories of the Franks, of whom we hear 
more and more every day." 

" 1 would not willingly borrow any thing from those 
whom you call Pranks^ and we ^ormans^" answered 
the y arangian, in a disappointed, dogged tone. 

« Why, listen, then,'' said the officer, as they pro- 
ceeded on their walk, ''listen to the reason of the 
thing, and consider whether such a custom can obtain, 
as that which they term the duello, in any country of 
civihsation and common sense^ to say nothing of one 
which is blessed with the domination of the most rare 
iUcxius Conmenus. Two great lords, or hi^h officers, 
quarrel in the court, and before the reverend person of 
the Emperor. They dispute about a point of fact. 
Now, instead of each maiTitaimng lus own opinion, by 
argument or evidence, suppose they had adopted the 
custom of these barbarous Franks, — ' Why, thou liest 
in thy throaty' says the one ; ^ and thou liest in thy 
very lungs,* says another ; and they measure forth the 
lists of battle in the next meadow. Each swears to the 
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trath of }aB qnamly tiiongb probably neither well 

knows precisely bow the fiict stands. One, perhaps 
the hardier, truer, and better man of the two, the 
rdlower of the Emperor, and father of the Varangians, 
(for deathy my faithful follower, spares no man,) lies 
dead on the gronnd, and the other comes back to pre- 
dominate in tlio court, where, had the matter boon in- 
quired into by the rules of common sense and reason, 
the Tictor, as he is termed, would have been sent to 
the gallow& And yet this is the law of arm% as yonr 
fluicy pleases to call it, fHend Hereward ! " 

" May it please your Valour," answered the barbarian, 
" there is a show of sense in what you say ; but you 
will sooner convince me that this blessed moonlight is 
the blackness of a wolfs mouth, than that I onght to 
hear myself called liar, without cramming the epithet 
down the speaker's throat with the spike of my battle- 
axe. The lie is to a man the same as a blow, and a 
blow degrades him into a slare and a beast of burden, 
if endored without retaliation/^ 

" Ay, tliere it is I" said Achilles ; "could I but get 
you to lay aside that inborn barbarism, which leads 
you, otherwise the most disciplined soldiers who serve 
the sacred Emperor, into such deadly quarrels and 
feuds" 

*' Sir Captain," said the Varangian, in a sullen tone, 
" take my advice, and take the Varangians as you have 
ihem ; for, believe my word, that if you could teach 
them to endure reproaches, bear the lie, or tolerate 

stripes, you would hardly lind them, when their disci- 
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pUne is completed, worth the smg^e day's salt which 
they cost to his holiness, if that he his title. I must 

tell you, moreover, valorous sir, that the Varangians 
will little thank their leader, who heard them called 
marauders, dninkards, and what not^ and repelled not 
the charge on the spof 

" Now, if I knew not the humours of my barbariaus," 
thought Tatius, in his own mind, " I should bring on 
myself a quarrel with these untamed islanders, who the 
Emperor thinks can he so easily kept in discipline. 
But I will settle this sport presently.'' Accordingly, 
he addressed the Saxon in a soothing tone. 

"My fBulthful soldier,'' he proceeded aloud, "we 
Bomans, according to the custom of our ancestors, set as 
much glory on actuaUy telling the truth, as you do in 
resenting the imputation of falsehood ; and I could not 
with honour return a charge of falsehood upon. !N^icanor, 
since what he said was substantially true/' 

''What! that we Varangians were plunderers, 
drunkards, and the likeT' said Hereward, more im- 
patient than before. 

" Ko, surely, not in that broad sense," said Achilles ; 
but there was too much foundation for the legend." 

"When and where asked the An^o-Saxon. 

" You remember," replied his leader, " the long march 
near Laodicea, where the Varangians beat off a cloud of 
Turks, and retook a train of the imperial baggage 1 
You know what was done that day — ^how you quenched 
your thirst, I mean )" 

" I have some reason to remember it," said Hereward 
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of Hampton; '*for we were half choked with dust, 
fatigue, and, which Avas worst of all, constantly fighting 
with our faces to the lear, when we found some firkins 
of wine in certain carriages which were broken down — 
down our throats it went^ as if it had been tiie best ale 
in Southampton." 

"Ah, unhappy!'' said the Follower; "saw ye not 
that the firkins were stamped with the thrice excellent 
Grand Butler's own inviolable seal, and set apart for the 
private use of his Imperial Majesty's most sacred lips V* 

** By good Saint George of merry England, worth a 
dozen of your Saint George of Cappadociay I neither 
thought nor cared about the matter/' answered Hm> 
ward. "And I know your Valour drank a mighty 
draught yourself out of my head-piece ; not this silver 
bauble, hut my steel-cap, which is twice as ample. By 
the same token, that whereas before you were giving 
orders to Mi back^ you were a changed man when you 
had cleared your throat of the dust, and cried, * Bide the 
other brunt, my hrave and stout hoys of Britain !' " 

"Ay,'* said Achilles, " I know I am but too a]>t to 
be venturous in action. But you mistake, good Here- 
ward ; the wine I tasted in the extremity of martial 
fatigue, was not that set apart for his sacred Majesty's 
own peculiar mouth, but a secondary aort^ preserved for 
the Grand Butler himself, of which, as one of the great 
officers of the household, I might right lawfully partake 
—the chance was nevertheless sinfully unhappy." 

"On my life," replied Hereward, "I cannot see the 
infelicity of drinking when we are dying of thirsf 

g2 
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"Eut cheer up, my noble comrade,** said Achilles, 
after he had hurried over his own exculpation, and 
without noticing the Varangian s light estimation of the 
enme^ his Impeiial Migesty, in his ineffable gxacioiiB- 
ness, imputes these ill-advised draughts as a crime to 
no one who partook of them. He lebuked ihe Pro- 
tospathaire for fishing up this accusation^ and said, 
when he had recalled the bustle and confbedon of thai 
toilsome day, thought myself well off amid tiiat 
seven times heated furnace, when we obtained a draught 
of the barley- wine drank by my poor Varangians ; and 
I drank their health, as well I might, since, had it not 
been for their servicefl^ I had drunk my last ; and well 
&re their hearts, though they quaffed my wine in 
return ! ' And with, tliat ho turned olf, as one who 
said, * I have too much of this, being a finding of matter 
and ripping up of stories against Achilles Xatius and 
his gallant Yarangiana/ " 

Now, may God bless his honest heart for it said 
Hereward, with more downright heartiness than formal 
respect. I'll drink to his health in what I put next 
to my lips that quenches thirsty whether it may be ale^ 
wine, or ditch-water." 

" Why, well said, but speak not above thy breath ! 
and remember to put thy hand to thy forehead, when 
naming^ or even thinking of the Emperor ! — Well, thou 
knowest^ Herewardi that having thus obtained the ad- 
vantage, I knew that the moment of a repulsed attack 
is always that of a successful charge ; and so I brought 
against the Pxotospathaire, Nicanor, the robberies which 
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bftve been eominitted at tihe Gdden Gate, and other 
entniaceB of tiie city, where a mercbant was hat of late 

kidnapped and murdered, having on him '^Hf^iTi jewels, 
the property of the Patriarch." 

''Ay 1 indeed t" said the Yaiangian; ''and what said 
Ale X " ' I mean the most saoied Emperor, when he 
heard such tilings said of the city warders ? — though 
he had himself given, as we say in our land, the fox the 
geese to keep." 

^It may be he did," replied Aelullee; ''hat he is a 
sovereign of deep policy, and was lesolyed not to pro- 
ceed against these treacherous warders, or their general, 
the Protospathaire, without dedsive proo£ His sacred 
Migesty, therefore, charged me to obtain specific dr- 
OTmstantial proof by thy means.'' 

" And that I would have managed in two minutes, 
had you not called me off the chase of yon cut-throat 
Tagabond. But his grace knows the word of a Varan- 
gian, and I can assuie him that eitiier lucre of my 
sOyer gaberdine, which they nickname a cuirass, or the 
hatred of my corps, would be sufficient to incite any of 
these knaves to cut the throat of a Yaiangian, who 
appeared to be asleep. — Sowego^ I suppose, obtain, to 
bear evidence before the Empeior to tins nigbfs work)" 

" No, my active soldier, hadst thou taken the runaway 
villain, my first act must have been to set him free 
jigain ; and my present chaige to you is, to foiget that 
soeh an adventure has ever taken pkoa" 

**'HtL\" said the Yazangian; ''this is a change of policy 
indeed!" 



Whjf yesy brave Heieirard ; ece I left the paUoe 
this night, the Patriarch made overlnxres of reooncilia- 

tion betwixt me and the Protospathaire, which, as our 
agreemeut is of much conseq^ueuce to the state, I could 
not very well reject^ either as a good soldier or a good 
Christian. All offences to my honour are to be in the 
fullest degree repaid, for which the Patriarch interposes 
liis warrant. The Emperor, who will rather wink hard 
than see disagreements, loves better the matter should 
be shured over thus." 

'^And the reproaches upon the Varangians/* said 

He re ward 

Shall be fully retracted and atoned for," answered 
Achilles ; *^ and a weighty donative in geld dealt among 
the corps of the Anglo-Danish axe-men. Thotiy my 
Herewaidy mayst be distributor; and thus, if well- 
managed, mayst plate thy battle-axe with gold/' 

" I love my axe better as it is," said the Varangian. 
<'My father bore it against the robber Normans at 
Hastings. Steel instead of gold for my money.*' 

"Thou mayst make thy choice, Hereward," answered 
his officer ; " only, if thou art poor, say the fault was 
thine own." 

But here, in the course of their circuit round Con- 
stantinople, the officer and his soldier came to a very 

small wicket or sally-port, opening on the interior of a 
large and massive advanced work, which terminated an. 
entrance to the cily itself! Here the officer halted, and 
made his obedience, as a devotee who is abont to enter 

a chapel of peculiar sanctity. 



CHAFIER THE THIRD. 

Here, youth, thy foot unbrace, 

Here, youth, thy brow unbraid, 
Each tribute that may grace 

The threshold here be paid. 
Walk with the stealthy pace 

Which Nature teaches deer, 
When, echoing in the chase, 

The hunter's horn they hear. 

The Court. 

Before entering, Achilles Tatius made various gesticu- 
lations, wldch were imitated roughly and awkwardly by 
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tlie Tmpractised Yaraiigiaii, whose amice witii his 

corps had been almost entirely in the field, his routine 
of duty not having, till very lately, called him to serve 
as one of the garrison of Constantinopla He . was 
not, therefore^ acquainted with the minnte oheervanoeB 
which the Greeks, who were the most fonnal and oeie- 
monious soldiers and courtiers in the world, rendered 
not merely to the Greek Emperor in person, but 
thronghoat the spheie which peculiarly partook of his 
influence. 

Achilles, haying gesticulated after his own fSoshion, 

at lenf:fth touched the door with a rap, distinct at once 
and modest. This was thrice repeated, when the cap. 
tain whispered to his attendant^ " The interior 1 — for 
thy life, do as thou seest me do." At the same mo- 
ment he started back, and, stooping his head on his 
breast^ with his hands over his eyes, as if to save them 
from being dazzled by an expected burst of lights 
awaited the answer to his summons. The An^^Dane^ 
desirous to obey his leader, imitating him as near as he 
could, stood side by side in the posture of Oriental 
humiliation. The little portal opened inwards, when 
no hurst of light was seen, but four of the Varangians 
were made visible in the entranoe^ holding each his 
battle-axe, as if about to strike down the intruders who 
had disturbed the silence of their watch. 

" Acoolouthosy" said the leader, by way of pass- 
word. 

Tatius and Acouloathos,** murmured the warders, 

as a countersign. 
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Each sentinel sunk his weapon. 

AchiUes then leared his stately erest^ with a com* 

scious dignity at making this display of court influence 
in the eyes of his soldiers, Hereward observed an 
undisturbed giavity, to the snzprise of his officer, who 
marvelled in his own mind how he could be such a 
barbarian as to regard with apathy a scene, which had 
in his eyes the most impressive and peculiar awe. This 
indifference he imputed to the stupid insensibility of 
his companion. 

They passed on between the sentinels, who wheeled 
backward in file, on each side of the portal, and gave 
the strangers entrance to a long narrow plank, stretched 
across the city-moat^ which was here drawn within the 
indosme of an eztemal rampart^ projecting bqrond the 
principal wall of the city. 

** This,'* he whispered to Hereward, '* is called the 
Bridge of Peril, and it is said that it has been occa- 
eionally smeared with oil, or strewed with dry pea8» 
and that the bodies of men, known to have been in 
company with the Emperor's most sacred person, have 
been taken out of the Golden Horn,* into which the 
moat empties itsel£" 

** I would not have thought^'' said the islander, rais^ 
ing his voice to its usual rough tone^ "that Alexius 
Comnenus " 

" Husky rash and regardless of your life 1 said 
Achillea Tatins ; " to awaken the daughter of the im- 

* The harbour of Coustantiiiople. ^ 
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penal arch/ is to incur deep penally at all times ; But 
when a rasli delinquent lias disturbed her -with reflec- 
tions on his most sacred Highness the Emperor, death 
is a punishment far too light for the effrontery which 
has interrupted her hiessed slumber. — ^111 hath been 
my fate^ to have positiye commands laid on me, ei^join- 
ing me to bring into the sacred precincts a creature who 
hath no more of the salt of civilisation in him than to 
keep his mortal frame from corruption, since of all 
mental culture he is totally incapable. Consider thy- 
self Hereward, and hethink Ihee what thou art By 
nature a poor barbarian — ^thy best boast that thou hast 
elain certain Mussuhnans in thy sacred masters quarrel ; 
and here art thou admitted into the inviolable indo- 
sure of the Blaquemal, and in the heaiing not only 
of the royal daughter of the imperial arch, which 
means," said the eloquent leader, " the echo of the 
eublime vaults ; but — Heaven be our guide — for what 
X knoW| within the natural heaiing of the Sacred Ear 
itself 

Well, my captain," replied the Varangian, " I can- 
not presume to speak my mind after the fashion of this 
place ; hut I can easily suppose I am but ill qualified 
to conyerae in the presence of the courts nor do I mean 
therefore to say a word till I am spoken to, unless 
when I shall see no better company than ourselves. To 
be plain, I find difdculty in modelling my voice to a 
smoother tone than nature has given it So, henceforth, 

• The daughter of the arch wa.s a courtly expression for tha 
echo, as we find explained by the courtly commander himself. 
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my brave captain^ I will be mute, tmleas when you give 
me a sign to speak.'' 

" You will act wisely," said the captain. Here be 
certain persons of high rank, nay, some that have been 
bom in the poiple itself, that will, Hereward, (alas for 
thee !) prepare to somid with the line of their courtly 
imderstanding the depths of thy barbarous and shallow 
conceit. Do not, therefore, then, join their graceful 
smiles with thy inhuman bursts of cachinnation* with 
which thou art wont to thunder forth when opening in 
chorus with thy messmates.*' 

'* I tell thee I will be silent," said the Varangian, 
moved somewhat beyond his mond. " If you trust my 
word, 80 ; if you think I am a jackdaw that must be 
speaking, whether in or out of place and purpose, I am 
contented to go back again, and therein we can end the 
matter." 

Achilles, conscious perhaps that it was his best policy 
not to drive his subaltern to extremity, lowered his 
tone somewhat in reply to the unoourtly note of the 
soldier, as if allowing something for the rude manners 
of one whom he considered as not easily matched among 
the Varangians themselves, for strength and valour; 
qualities which, in spite of Herewaid's discourtesy, 
Achilles suspected in his heart were fhUy more valuable 
tlian all those nameless graces which a more courtly 
and accomplished soldier might possess. 

The expert navigator of the intricacies of the imperial 
residence^ carried the Varangian through two or three 
anall oomplioated courts, forming a part of the extenaiTe 
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Palaxse of the Blaqaonial,* and entered the bnildiag 
itself by a dde-door — watehed in like manner by a sen- 
tinel of the Varangian Guard, whom they passed on 
being recognised. In the next apartment was stationed 
the Conit of Gnaid, where were certain soldiers cxf the 
same corps amusing themselvee at games somewhat 
resembling the modern dranghts and dice, while they 
seasoned their pastime with frequent applications to 
deep flagons of ale, which were :^mished to them while 
passing away their hours of duty. Some glances passed 
between Hereward and his comrades, and he wonld 
have joined them, or at least spoken to them ; for since 
the adventure of the Mitylenian, Herewfu:d had rather 
thought himself annoyed than distinguished by his 
moonlight ramble in the company of his commander, 
excepting always the short and interesting period during 
which he conceived they were on the way to fight a 
dueL Still, however negligent in the strict observance 
of the ceremonies of the sacred palace^ the Yarangians 
had, in their own way, rigid notions of calculating their 
military duty ; in consequence of which, Hereward, 
without speaking to his companions^ followed his leader 
through the guard-room, and one or two antechambam 
adjacent, the splendid and luxurious furniture of which 
convinced him that he could he nowhere else save in 
the sacred residence of his master the Emperor. 

At length, having traversed passages and apartments 
with which the captain seemed fEaxdliar, and which he 

* ThiB palace derived its name from the neighbouring Blacker* 
Mm Gate and Bridge. 
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threaded with a stealthy, silent, aud apparently reveren- 
tial pace, as i^ in hiB own inflated phxase^ afindd to 
awaken the sounding echoes of those lofty and monn- 
meutal lialk, another species of inhahitants began to be 
visible. In diHerent entrances, and in dilferent apart- 
ments^ the northern soldier beheld those unfortunate 
slaves^ chiefly of African descent^ raised occasionally 
under the Emperors of Greece to great power and 
honours, who, in that respect, imitated one of the most 
barbarous points of Oriental despotiam. These slaves 
were differently occupied; some standings as if on 
guard, at gates or in passages, with their drawn sabres 
in their hands ; some were sitting in the Oriental 
^ashioi^ on carpets, reposing themselves, or playing at 
Taiious games^ all of a character profoundly silent. J^ot 
a word passed between the guide of Hereward, and the 
withered and deformed beings whom they thus encoun- 
tered. The exchange of a glance with the principal 
soldier seemed all that was necessary to ensure both an 
uninterrupted passage. 

After nuiking their way through several apartmentsy 
empty or thus occupied, they at length entered one of 
black marble, or some other dark-coloured 8ton% much 
loftier and longer than the resi Side passages opened 
into ity so &r as &e islander could discern^ descending 
from scVLTul portals in the wall ; l)ut ixs the oils and 
gums with which the lamps in thfse passages were fed 
diffused a dim vapour around, it was diihcult to ascer- 
taiuy fiom the imperfect lights either the shape of the 
hall, or the style of its architecture. At the upper and 
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lower ends of the chamber^ thm was a stioiiger and 
dearer light. It was when they were in the middle of 

this huge and long apartment, that Achilles said to the 
soldier, in the sort of cautionary whisper which lie 
appeared to have subetituted in place of his natural 
; voice since he had crossed the Bridge of Peril— 

Semain here till I letomy and stir from this hall 
on no account." 

" To hear is to obey," answered the Varangian, an 
expression of obedience, which, like many other phrases 
and fashions, the empire, which still afifected the name 
of Roman, had borrowed from the barbarians of the 
East Achilles Tatius then hastened up the steps 
which led to one of the side-doors of the hall, which 
being slightly preflted, its noiseless hinge gare way and 
admitted him. 

Left alone to amuse himself as he best could, within 
the limits permitted to him, the Varangian visited in 
succession both ends of the hall, where the objects were 
more visible than elsewhere. The lower end had in 
its centre a small low-browed door of iron. Over it was 
displayed the Greek crucifix in bronze, and around and 
on every side, the representation of shackles, fetter- 
bolts, and the like^ were also executed in bronze, and 
disposed as appropriate ornaments over the entrance. 
The door of the dark archway was half open, and Here- 
ward naturally looked in, the orders of his chief not 
piohibiting his satisfying his cnriosify thus &r. A 
dense red light, more like a distant spark than a lamp, 
ailixed to the wall of what Jieemed a very narrow and 
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vinding stoor, lesembling in shape and size a dzaw-weU, 
the yerge of which opened on the thTeshold of the iron 

dooF; showed a descent which seemed to conduct to the 
infernal regions. The Varangian, however obtuse he 
might be considered by the qnick-witted Greeks, had 
no difficulty in comprehending that a staiicase having 
such a gloomy appearance, and the access to "which was 
by a portal decoiated in such a melancholy style of 
architecture, could only lead to the dungeons of the 
imperial palace^ the size and complicated number of 
which were neither the least remarkable, nor the least 
awe-imposing portion of the sacred edifice. Listening 
profoundly, he even thought he caught such accents as 
be&t those graves of living men, the faint echoing of 
groans and sighs, sounding as it were from the deep 
abyss beneath. But in this respect his fancy probably 
filled lip the sketch which his conjectures bodied out 

I have done nothing,'' he thought, to meht being 
inunured in one of these subtenanean dens» Surely, 
though my captain, Achilles TaUus, is, under favour, 
little better than an ass, he cannot be so false of word 
as to train me to prison under false pretexts 1 I trow 
he shall first see for the last time how the English axe 
plays, if such is to be the sporfc of the evening. But let 
us see the upper end of this enormous vault ; it may 
bear a better omen." 

Thus thinking and not quite ruling the tramp of his 
armed footstep according to the ceremonies of the place, 
the large-limbed Saxon strode to the upper end of the 
black marble hall. The ornament of the portal here 



Digitized by Google 



WA7BKLBT KOYBLS 



W88 a imall altar, like those in the tempieB of the 
heathen deities, which projected above the centre of the 

arch. On tliis altar smokc^d incense of some sort, the 
fumes of which rose curling in a thin cloud to the rooli 
and thence extending through the hall, enyeloped in 
its colnnin of smoke a mngolar emblem, of which tlie 
Varangian could make nothing. It was the represen- 
tation of two human arms and hands, seeming to issue 
from the wall, having the palms extended and open, as 
about to confer some boon on those who approached 
the altar. These arms were formed of bronze, and 
beiiig placed farther back than the altar with its in- 
cense, were seen through the curling smoke by lamps 
80 disposed as to illuminate the whole archway. The 
meaning of this," thought the simple barbarian, ''I 
should well know how to explain, were these fists 
clenched, and were the hall dedicated to the pancration, 
which we call boxins? : but as even these helpless 
Greeks use not their hands without their fingers being 
closed, by St George I can make out notiiing of their 
meaning." 

At this instant Achilles entered the black marble 
hall at the same door by which he had left it, and 
came up to his neophyte, as the Varangian jxa^ be 
termed. 

"Come ^vith mo now, Hereward, for here approaches 
the thick of the onset. J^ow, display the utmost courage 
that thou canst summon up, for belieye me^ thy credit 
and name also depend on iV 

'Tear nothing for either,'' said Hereward, "if the 
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heart or hand of one man can bear him through the 
adventure by the help of a toy like thifl.'' 

"Ea^ thy yoioe low and solnmisiye^ I have told 
Hioe a aconeof timaB," aaid the leader, '^andlowwrthma 
axe, which, as I bethink me^ thou hadst better leaye m 
the outer apartment." 

" With your leave, noble captain," rephed Hezewaid, 
^lam wwilliog to ky aaidemy h»ad-wii^^ I em 
one of those awkwud clowns who ceiinot behave seemly 
unless I have something to occupy my hands, and my 
faithfcd battle-axe comes most natural to ma" 

** Keep it then ; but remember thou dash it not aboul^ 
aeooniiiig to thy ousttHn, nor bellow, nor dioni^ nor eiy 
as in a battle-field ; think of the samd charaeter of Hie 
place, whicli exaggerates riot into blasphemy, and re- 
member the persons whom thou mayst chmice to see, 
an offiBnce to some of whoniy it may bc^ zanto in th# 
(Mmie sense wiOi blasphemy against Heaven itsel£'^ 

This lecture carried the tutor and the pupU so far as 
to the sitle-door, and thence inducted them into a species 
of anteroom, £rom which Achillea led his Yarangian 
forward, nntil a pairof folding-dom^openiog into what 
proved to be a principal apartment 0£ the palace, ex- 
hibited to the rough-hewn native of the north a sight 
equally new and surprising. 

It was an apartmiant of the j^alaoe of the BUq^eouJ, 
dedicated to the spsdsl serviee of the beloyed daughter 
of the Emperor Alexius, ^e Princess Anna Comnena, 
known to our times by her literary talents, which re- 
oord the histoiy of.her £ather!e xaign* Sho w^a saate4» 

TOL. ZLYL H 
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the queen and soyeieign of a literary circle, sncli as an 

imperial I'liiicess, porphyrogenita, or bom in tlio sacred 
purple chamber itself, could assemble in those days, 
and a glance around will enable us to form an idea of 
lier guests or companions. 

The literary Princess herself had the bright eyes, 
straight features, and comely and pleasing manners, 
which all would havS allowed to theEmperor^s daughter, 
even if she could not have bee% with seyeze truth, said 
to have possessed thent She was placed upon a small 
bencli, or sofa, the fair sex here not being permitted to 
recline, as was the fashion of the Koman ladies. A 
table before her was loaded with booksy plants, herb% 
and drawings. She sat on a slight elevationy and those 
who enjoyed the intimacy of the Princess, or to whom 
she wished to speak in particular, were allowed, during 
such sublime colloquy, to rest their knees on the little 
dais, or elevated place where her chair found its station, 
in a posture half standing, half kneeling. Three other 
seats, of different beiglits, were placed on the dais, and 
under the same canopy of state which overshadowed 
that of the Princess Anna. 

The firsts which strictly resembled her own chair in 
size and convenience, was one designed for her husband, 
Nicephorus Bricnnius. He was said to entertain or 
affect the greatest respect for his wife's erudition, though 
the courtiers were of opinion he would have liked to 
absent himself &om her evening parties more frequently 
than was particularly agreeable to the Princess Anna 
and her imperial parents. This was partly explained 
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by tihe private tatfle of the courts which avetred, that 

tlie Princess Anna Comnena had been moro beautiful 
when she was less learned ; and that, though still a £ue 
woman, she had somewhat lost the channs of her person 
as she became eariehed in her mind. 

To atone for the lowly fashion of the seat of Nice- 
phnrus Tjriennius, it was placed as near to his princess 
as it could possibly be edged by the usheiSi so that she 
might not lose one look of her handsome sponse^ nor 
he the least particle of wisdom which might drop firom 
the lips of his -erudito consort. 

Two other seats of honour, or rather thrones, — for 
tiiey had footstools placed for the support of the feet| 
rests £}r the arms, and embroidered pillows for the 
comfort of the back, not to mention the glories of the 
outspreading cauo])y, — were destined for the imperial 
couple, who frequently attended their daughter's studies, 
which she prosecuted in public in the way we have in* 
timated. On such occasions, the Empress Irene enjoyed 
the triumph peculiar to the mother of an accomplished 
daughter, while Alexius, as it might happen, sometimes 
listened with complacence to the rehearsal of his own 
exploit? in the inflated language of the Princess, and 
sometimes mildly nodded over her dialogues upon the 
mysteries of pliilosophy, with the Patriarch Zosimus, 
and other sages. 

All these four distinguished seats for the persons of 
the Imperial fiunily, were occupied at the moment which 
wo have described, excepting that which ought to have 
been hlled by Mcephorus BiienniuS| the husband oi 

h2 
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4^ finr AiUBB Coomena. To Ids negligence and abseim 

was perhaps owing tlie angry spot on the brow of his 
fair bride. Beside her on the platform were two wliito- 
(obed ayxni^ of h&t houaebold ; female akrefl^ in « 
wordy who zepoaed thfliiiadyes on their knees oneiiaihioDfl^ 
when their assistance was not wmted es a species of 
living book-desks, to support and extend the parchment 
zoUfl^ in which the Pjincess recorded her own wisdom^ 
or &om whick she qnoted that of othen. One of idieae 
yomg maidens, called Astarte, was so distrngnished as 
a caligraphcr, or bLautii\il writer of various alphabtts 
and languages, that she narrowly escaped being sent as 
a present to the CaUph, (who could neftther xead im 
write,) al a time wliai it was necessary to bdbe him 
into peace. 'Vlolante, nsnally called the Muse, the 
other attendant of the Princess, a mistress of the vocal 
and instrumental art of music^ was actually sent in a 
conqpliment to soothe the temper of Bobert Gbiiscard» 
the Aichdnke of Apulia, who b^g aged and stone- 
deaf, and the girl under ten years old at the time, re- 
turned the valued present to the imperial donor, and, 
with the selfuihness which was one of that wily l^ocman's 
ehasraotoristioBy desired to hare some erne sent him who 
could eontribnie to his pleasnxe^ instead of a twanglix^ 
squalling infant 

Beneath these elevated seats there sajl^ ox reposed on 
the floor of the hall, sneh fsYonrites bs were admitted. 
The Patriarch Zosimus, and one er two old men, were 
permitted the use of certain lowly stools, which were 
the4»nly seats prepared foe the learned members of the 
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Princess's eTening parties, as they would have been 
called m oar days. Aa for the yonnger magnates^ the 
honour of being pennitied to join the imperial oonver- 

sation was expected to render them far superior to the 
paltry accommodation of a joint-stooL Five or six 
couitieiSy of different dress and ages^ might compose 
the par^, who either stood, or relieved their posture 
by kneeling, along the veige of an adorned fbimtainy 
which shed a mist of such very small rain as to dispel 
almost insensibly, cooling the fragrant breeze which 
breathed from the flowers and shrubs, that were so dis- 
posed as to send a waste of sweets around. One goodly 
old man, named Michael Agelastes, big, burly, and 
dressed like an ancient Cynic philosopher, was distin- 
guished by assuming, in a great measure, the ragged 
garb and mad bearing of that sect, and by his inflexible 
practice of the strictest ceremonies exigible by the Im- 
perial family. He was known by an affectation of 
cynical principle and language, and of republican phi- 
losophy, strangely contradicted by his practical de£Brenoe 
to the great It was wonderfhl how long this man^ now 
sixty years old and upwards, disdained to avail himself 
of the accustomed privilege of leaning, or supporting 
his limb% and with what regularity ho maintained 
either the standing posture or that of absolute kneeling; 
but the flrst was so much his usual attitude, that he 
acquired among his court friends the name of Elephas, 
or the Elephant^ because the ancients had an idea that 
the half-reasoning animali as it is called, has joints 
incapable of Tmeeling down. 
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"Yet I have seen them kneel when I was in the 
country of the Gymnosopliisls/' said a person present 
on the evening of Hereward's introduction. 

'^To take up their master on their Bhoulderaf so will 
ours/' said the Patriarch Zbsimtis, vrith the slight sneer 
which was the nearest advance to a sarcasm that the 
etiquette of the Greek court permitted ; for on all 
ordinary occasions, it would not have offended the 
Presence more surely^ literally to have drawn a poniard, 
than to exchange a repartee in the imperial circle. Even 
the sarcasm, such as it was, would have been thought 
censurable by that ceremonious court in any but the 
Patriarch, to whose high rank some license was allowed. 

Just as he had thus far offended decomm, Achillee 
Tatius, and his soldier Hereward, entered the apart- 
ment. The former bore him "witli even more than his 
usual d^ee of courtliness^ as if to set his own good- 
breeding off by a comparison with the inexpert bearing 
of his follower; while, nevertheless, he had a secret 
pride in exhibiting, as one under his own iniDiediate 
and distinct command, a man whom he was accustomed 
to consider as one of the finest soldiers in the army q£ 
Alexius, whether appearance or reality were to be con- 
sidered. 

Some astonishment followed the abrupt entrance of 
the new comers^ Achilles indeed glided into the pre- 
sence with the easy and quiet extrendty of respect 
which intimated his habitude in these regions. But 

Hereward started on his entrance, and perceiving him- 
self in company of the court, hastily strove to remedy 
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his disorder. His commajider^ throwing riound a acaice 
visible shrug of apology, made then a confidential and 

monitory sign to Hereward to mind his conduct. What 
he meant was, that lie should doff his helmet and fall 
prostrate on the ground. But the Anglo-Saxon, imac- 
customed to interpret obscure inference^ naturally 
thought of his military duties, and advanced in front 
of the Emperor, as when he rendered his military 
homage. He made reverence with his knee, half 
touched his cap, and then recovering and shouldering 
his axe, stood in advance of the imperial chair, as if on 
duty as a sentinel 

A gentle smile of surprise went round the circle as 
they gazed on the manly appearance, and somewhat un- 
ceremonious but martial deportment of the northern 
soldier. The various spectators around consulted the 
Emperor^s face, not knowing w^hether they were to take 
the intrusive manner of the Varangian's entrance as 
matter of ill-breeding, and manifest their horror, or 
whether they onght rather to consider the bearing of 
the life-guardsman as indicating blnnt and manly seal, 
and therefore to be received with applause. 

It was some little time ere the Emperor recovered 
himself sufficiently to strike a key-note, as was usual 
upon such occasions. Alexius Gomnenus had been 
wrapt for a moment into some species of slumber, or at 
least absence of mind. Out of this he had been startled 
by the sadden appearance of the Varangian; for though 
he was accustomed to commit the outer guards of the 
palace to this trusly corps, yet the defbrmed blacks 
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whom we have mentioned, and who sometimes rose 
to be ministeis of state and commandeis of annifi% 
werc^ cm all ordinarj oocaaioiui, intnusted with the 

guard of the interior of the palace. Alexins, therefore, 
awakened from his slumber, and the military phrase of 
his daughter still ringing in his ears as she was reading 
a description of the great historical worh, in which she 
had detafled the conflicts of his reign, felt somewhat 
imprepared for the entrance and military deportment 
of one of the Saxon goard^ with whom he was accns- 
tomed to associate;, in genera], seenes of blowiB^ daiigeri 
and death 

After a troubled glance around, his look rested on 
AchiUes Tatius. "Why here," he said, "trusty Fol- 
lower 1 why tys soldier here at this time of night 1 
Heie^ of course, was the moment fnr modelling the 
Tisages regis ad essmphm; huty ere the Patriarch 
could frame his countenance into devout a[)prehension 
of danger, Achilles Tatius had spoken a word or two, 
which reminded Alexins' memory that the soldier had 
been brought there by his own special orders "Oh, 
ay ! true, good fellow," said he, smoothing his troubled 
brow ] " we had forgot that passage among the cares of 
state.'' lie then spoke to the Yaiangiaii with a coun- 
tenance more fimnky and a heartier aocttit than he need 
to his conrtiers ; for, to a despotic monarch, a fidthfdl 
life-guardsman is a person of confidence, while an 
officer of high rank is always in some degree a subject 
of distrust "Hai" said he^ "our worthy Anglo-Dane^ 
how £u»s he!"— ^This v^Mimovkm safeatation sorr 
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prised all but him to whom it was addressed. Here- 
Ward answered, accompanying his words with a military 
ObeSsttiee which partoak of heartiness lather than reyer* 
moe, vtiHh a load tmsabdaed Toice^ whicli startled the 
preseBee still more that the language was Saxcm, which 
these foreigners occasionally used, " Waes hael Kaisar 
mirrig und machtighf — that is, Be of good health, 
stout and mighty Empeior* The Emperoi; with a 
smile of intelligeneey to show he ooold speak to his 
guards in their own foreign language, replied, by the 
well-known counter-signal — "jDrink hael I** 

Immediately a page hionght a silver goblet of wine. 
The EmpezoT pat his lips to it, though he scam tasted 
the liqnory then eommaiHled it to he handed to Here- 
ward, and "bade the soldier drink. The Saxon did not 
wait till he was desired a second time, hut took off the 
oontents without hesitation. A gentle smiley decorous 
as the presence required, passed oyer the assembly, at a 
feat wliicli, tlioiigh by no means wonderful in a hyper- 
borean, seemed prodigious in the estimation of the 
moderate Greeks. Alexius himself laughed more loudly 
than his courtiers thought might be becoming on their 
part, and mustering what few words of Varangian he 
possessed, which he eked out witli Greek, demanded of 
his life-guardsman, — " Well, my bold Briton, ox Edward, 
aa men call thee^ doet thou know the flayour of that 
Winer* 

*^Ye8," answered the Varangian, without change of 

countenance, *' I tasted it once before at Laodicea " ■ 

Here his officer, Achilles Tatius^ became sensible 
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that his soldier appioached delicate gnyond, and in 
vain endeavoured to gain his attention, in order tliat 
he might furtively convey to him a hint to be silent, or 
at least take heed what he said in such a presence^ 
But the soldier, who^ with proper military ohservanoey 
continued to have his eye and attention fixed on the 
Emperor, as the prince whom he was bound to answer 
or to serve, saw none of the hints, which Achilles at 
IcTiprtli suffered to become bo broad, that Zosimus and 
the Plrotospathaire exchanged expiesdve glances, aa 
calling on each other to notice tilie bj-play of the leader 
of the Varangians. 

In the meanwhile, the dialogue between the Emperor 
and his soldier continued : " How/' said Alexins, did 
this draught relish, compared with the former f " 

" There is fairer company here, my liege, than that 
of the Arabian archers," answered Hereward, with a look 
and bow of instinctive good-breeding ; " neverthless, 
there lacks the flavour whioh the heat of the sun, the 
dust of the combat, with the fatigue of wielding such a 
weapon as this " (advancing his axe) " for eight hours 
together, give to a cup of rare wine." 

« Another deficiency there might be^" said Agelastes 
the Elephant^ provided I am pardoned hinting at it^" 
he added, with a look to the throne, — "it might be 
the smaller size of the cup, compared with that at 
Ladoiooa." 

^ By Taranis, yon say true," answered the life-gnaida- 
man ; ** at Laodicea I used my helmef 

Let us see the cups compared together, good friend,** 
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said Agelastes, contmuing his ndllery, that we may 
be sure thou hast not swallowed the present goblet; for 
I thought, ii'om the maimer of the draught, there waB a 
chance of its going down with its ocmtenta." 

Theope are some things which I do not eaafly swal- 
low/' answered the YaranL^ian, in a cahn and iiidilierent 
tone ; but they must come from a younger and more 
actiye man than you." 

The company again smiled to each othei^ as if to hint 
that the phflosopher, though also parcel wit by pro- 
fession, had the worst of the encounter. 

The Emperor at the same time interfered — " Xor did 
I send for thee hither, good fellow^ to be baited by idle 
taunts/' 

Here Agelastes shrunk back in the circle, as a hound 
that has been rebuked by the huntsman for babbling ; 
and the Princess Anna Comnena^ who had indicated hj 
her £bui features a certain degree of impatience, 
length spoke — ** Will it^ then, please you, my imperial 
and much-bbloved father, to inl'orm those blessed with 
admission to the Muses' temple, for what it is that you 
have ordered this soldier to be this night admitted to a 
place so &r aboye his rank in life f Permit me to say, 
we ought not to waste, in frivolous and silly jests, the 
time which is sacred to the welfare of the empire, as 
every moment of your leisure must be/' 

''Our daughter speaks wisely/' said the Empress 
Jrene, who, like most mothers who do not possess much 
talent themselves, and are not very capable of estimating 
it in others^ waa^ nevertheless^ a great admirer of her 
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fuTOunte diraghiev's accomplfsliments, and ready to 
draw them out on all occasions. " Permit me to 
remark, that in this divine and selected palace of the 
Mnsesy dedicated to the stadies of aur weU-beloved and 
highly-gifted daughter, ffhoee pen will preserve your 
reputation, onr most imperial husband, till the desola- 
tion of the univexse, and which enlivens and delights 
tliia society, the yeiy flower of the wit» of our sdUiiEMi 
coint; — permit me to say, Hist we lam, merely by 
admitting a single life-guardsman, given our conver- 
sation the character of that which distinguishes a 
barrack." 

Now the Empexor Alexins Comnenns had the same 
feeling with many an honest man in ordinary life when 

his wife begins a long oration, especially as the Empress 
Irene did not always retain the observance consistent 
with his awful rule and right suprranacy, although 
especially severe in exacting it from all others^ in refe- 
rence to her lord. Therefore, though he had felt some 
I)leasui'e in gaining a short release from the monotonous 
recitation of the Princess's history, he now saw the 
necessity of resondng ii^ or of listening to the matn- 
monial eloquence of the Empress. He si^ed, there- 
fore, as he said, " I crave your pardon, ^ood our 
imperial spouse, and our daughter bom in the purple 
chamber. I remember me, our most amiable and ac- 
complished daughter, that last night you wished to 
know the particulais of the battle of Laodicea, with tho 
heathenish Arabs, whom Heaven confound. And for 
certain considerations which moved ourselves to add 
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otibier inqoixies to oar own xcooUedaoBy Adnlles Tali«% 

our most trusty Follower, was commissioued to intro- 
duce into this place one of those soldiers under his 
command, being smdi a one whose coniagB and piesODjCe 
of mind could best enable him to resnark what passed 
aionnd iiim -on that lemaikable and bloody day. And 
this I suppose to be the man brought to us for that 
purpose." 

If I am peimitl;ed to speaiky and liyey" onsweied 
ihe Follower ^'yonx Imperial ffighnfiw^ witibi those 

dirine Princesses, whose name is to us as those of 
blessed saints, have in your presence the ilower of my 
An^glo-Daaes, or whatsoever iinbaptized name is given 
to my soldiank He is, aa I maj say, a barbarian of 
barbarians ; for, although in birth and breeding unfit to 
soil with his feet the carpet of this precinct of accom- 
plishment and eloquence, he is so brave — so trusty — 
MO devotedly attached— and ao nnhesitatingly aeaJoni^ 
fliat" 

Enough, good Follower,'* said the Emperor ; " let 
us only know that he is cool and observant, not con- 
jOosed and fluttered duriog close battLe» as we haye 
flometimea observed in yon and other great eommanden 
—and, to apeak tnith, have even felt in ofor imperial 
self on extraordinary occasions. Wliicli difference in 
juan's constitution is not owing to any inferiority of 
eonrago^ bnt^ jn qb^ to a oertain consdonaneaa of the 
importance of onr own safety to the wel&re of the 
whole, and to a feeling of the number of duties which 
at once devolve on m> Speak then* and speak quickly^ 
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TatiuB ; &r I discern that our deaxeet coiuK>r^ and ova 
thrice fortonaie daughter bom in the imperial ehamber 

of purple, seem to wax somewhat impatient" 

"Hereward," answered Tatiu% "is as composed and 
observant in battle^ as another in a festive dance. The 
dust of war is the breath of his nostrils ; and he will 
prove his worth in combat against any four others, 
(\^arangians excepted,) who shall term -themselves your 
Imperial Highnesses bravest servants." 

^ follower/' said the Emperor, with a displeased look 
and tone, instead of instrueting these poor, ignorant 
barbarians, in the rules and civilisation of our en- 
lightened empire, you foster, by such boastful words, 
the idle pride and fiizy of their tempei^ which hurries 
them into brawls with the legions of other foreign 
countries, and even breeds quarrels among themselves." 

" If my mouth may be opened in the way of most 
humble excuse," said the Follower, " I would presume 
to reply, that I but an hour hence talked with this poor 
ignorant Anglo-Dane, on the paternal care with which 
the luiperial Majesty of Greece regards the preservation 
of that concord which unites the followers of his 
standard, and how desirous he is to pxomote that 
hanmmy, more especially amongst the various nations 
who have the happiness to serve you, in spite of the 
bloodthirsty quarrels of the Franks, and other northern 
men, who are never free from civil broiL I think the 
poor youth's understanding can bear witness to this 
much in my behalf" He then looked towards Here- 
ward, who gravely inclined his head in token of assent 
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to what his captain said. Hi^ excuse thus ratified, 
Achilles proceeded in his apology more fiimly. What 
I have said eren now was spoken without oonsidexation; 
for, instead of pretending that this Hereward would 
face four of your Imperial Highness's servants, I ought 
to have said, that he was willing to defy six of youi 
Impeiial Megeety'a most deadly enemieSf and pennit 
them to choose every dzeumstance of time, arms, and 

place of combat.'* 

"That hath a better sound,'' said the Emperor; "and 
in truths for the information of my dearest daughter, 
who piously has undertaken to record the things which 
I have heen the blessed means of doing for the empire, 
I earnestly wish that she should remember, that though 
the sword of Alexius hath not slept in its sheath, yet 
he hath never sought his own aggrandisement of lame 
at the price of bloodshed among his subjects.** 

** I trust," said Anna Comnena, " that in my humble 
sketch of the life of the princely sire from whom I 
derive my existence^ I have not forgot to notice his 
love of peace, and care for the lives of lus soldiery, and 
abhorrence of the bloody manners of the heretic Franks^ 
as one of his most distinguishing characteriijtics." 

Assuming then an attitude more commanding, as one 
who was about to claim the attention of the company, 
the Princess inclined her head gently around to the 
audience, and taking a roll of parchment from the &ir 
amanuensis, which she had, in a most beautiful hand- 
writing, engrossed to her mistress's dictation^ Anna 
Comnena prepared to read its contents* 
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At tliis moment, the eyes of the Princess rested fp? 
an instant an the barbarian Hereward, to whom she 
dflignfid this gneetisg— Yalianib barbadan, oi vhum 
my taemcj lecallB some xnfiiiuny, an if m n dieaast 
art now to hear a work, which, if the author be put 
into conipari^^on with the subject, might be likened to a 
portrait of AleoLander, in executing which^ some inferior 
dauber has nanrpad tlie penfiil oi ApeUoa ; but wjbi^b 
essay, however it may appear nnwortli j of the snlisect 
in the eyes of many, must yet command some envy in 
those who candidly consider its content^ and the di&- 
cuUy of portraying Hie great pexaonage oonceacnuig wbona 
jt is viitton. StiD, I fiiray tiiee^ grve thine atlieintion to 
irhat I haive mm to read, since thisaeooimt of the battle 
of Laodicea, the details thereof being principally derived 
fraoL his Imperial Highness, my excellent father, from 
the altogether valiant Protoqtatiluun^ liia inyineibto 
general, together with AdiiHee Tatins, the faithful 
Tollower of our victorious Emperor, may nevertheless 
be in some circumstances iuaccuratfii fnr it is to be 
ihought, that the hi^^ offices of these great eomTnamtftiB 
xatenaed tlm at a iHatanee fixnoa aoane pertieolulgr. 
actiye parts of the &ay, in order thai they might have 
more cool and accurate opportunity to form a judgment 
upon the whole, and transmit their orders, without 
being diatnrbed by any thonghis of pereomal safsfy. 
Even 80^ braTe barbarian, in the art of embvoidery, 
(marvel not that we are a proficient in that mechanical 
process, since it is patronized by Minerva^ whose studies 
we affect to follow^) we zeserre to ouseirea tbe aupeiiii^ 
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tandenoe of the entiie weh, and oonmih to our maideiis 

and others the execution of particular parts. Thus^, in 
the same manner, thou, valiant Varangian, being en- 
gaged in the very thickeat of the afifray before Laodicea^ 
mayst point oat to xib, tke nnwoithy histoxian of so re- 
nowned a war, those chances whicli befell where men 
fought hand to hand, and where the fate of war was 
decided by the edge of the sword. Therefore^ dread 
not» thou bravest of the axe-men to whom we owe that 
viotaiyy and so many others^ to oonect any mistake or 
misapprehension which we may have been led into con- 
cerning the details of that glorious event.** 

« Madam/' said the YarangiaD, I shall attend with 
diligence to what your Highness maybe pleased to read 
to me ; although, as to presoming to blame the histoiy 
of a Princess born in the purple, f;u' bo such a presump- 
tion iLom me; still less would it become a barbaric 
Yazangian to pass a judgment on the military conduct 
of the EmperoTy by whom he is liberally paid, or of the 
commander, by whom he is well treated. Before an 
action, if our advice is required, it i8 ever faithfully 
tendered ; but according to my rough wit^ our censure 
after the field is fought would be more invidious than 
useful Toudiing the Protospathaire, if it be the duty 
of a general to absent himself from close action, I can 
safely say, or swear, were it necessary, that the invincible 
commander was never seen by me within a javelin's cast 
of aught that looked like danger/' 

l*hi8 speech, boldly and bluntly delivered had a 
general effect on the company present The Emperui 

VOL. XLYI* X 
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bimael^ and AchillftB Tatius, looked like mem who had 
got off firom a danger better than they expected. The 
Piotospathaiie laboured to conceal a movement of re- 
sentment. Agelastes whispered to the Patriarch, near 
whom he was placed, The northern battle-axe lacka 
neither point nor edge." 

'*Htish 1'^ said Zosimiifl^ ^'let us hear how this is to 
end ; the Pimcess is about to tspeak." 
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CHAPTER THE EOXTBTH 

We hmrd the Toobir, bo tbeie Anbs eiU 
Their ahoat of onaet, when with, load aookim 
TbiBy ehaUeoged HeaTen, «b if dftmnndlng ooiiqu€8t 
The hetile Joiii'd, and throu^f^ the berb'rona herd, 
FSfi^tl fightl aadFuadiael waaaaHieir 

Tn SnoB ov DAiuacnm. 

The Yoioe of the northem aoldier, although modified 
by feeliiiga of lespect to the Emperor, and even attach- ^ 

ment to liis captain, had more of a tone of blunt sin- 
cerity, nevertheless, thaa was usually heard by the 
sacred echoes of the imperial palace ; and though the 
Princess Anna Comnena b^gan to think that (die had 

IS 
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inToked the opimon of a severe judge, she was sensible^ 
at *ihe same time, by the deference of his maimer, that 

liis respect was of a cliaracter more real, and his ap- 
plause, should she gain would prove more truly 
ilattermg^ thaa the gilded assent of the whole court of 
her &ther. She gazed with some surprise and atten- 
tion on Hezeward, already described as a very handsome 
young man, and felt tlio natural desire to please, which 
is easily created in the mind towards a line person of 
the other sex. His attitude was easy and bold, but 
neither clownish nor uncourtly. His title of a bar- 
barian, placed him at once free from the forms of 
civilized life, and the rules of artificial politeness. But 
his character for valour, and the noble self-confidence 
of his bearing, gave him a deeper interest than would 
have been acquired by a more studied and anxious 
address, or an excess of reverential awe. 

In shorty the Princess Anna Comnena, high in rank 
as she was, and bom in the imperial purple, which she 
herself deemed the first of all attributes, felt herself 
nevertheless, in preparing to resume the recitation of 
her history, more anxioiT^ to obtain the approbation of 
this rude soldier, than that of all the rest of the cour- 
teoaa aadiene^ She knew them well, it is trae^ and 
felt nowise solicitous about the applause which the 
daughter of the Emperor was sure to receive with full 
•hands from those of the Grecian court to whom she 
might choose to communicate the productions of hei^ 
father's daughter. But she had now a judge of a new 
character, whose applause^ if bestowed, must have 
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8omethmf]f in it intrinsically real, since it could only 
be obtained liv affectinL: Ids head or his heart. 

It was perhaps under the iniluence of these feelings, 
that the Princess was somewhat longer than usual in 
finding out the passage in the roll of history at which 
she purposed to commence. It was also noticed tliat 
she begau her recitation with a dithdeuce and eni])ar- 
lassment surprising to the noble hearers, who had often 
seen her in full possession of her presence of mind 
before what they conceived a more distinguished, and 
even more critical audience. 

I^either were the circumstances of the Varangian 
such as rendered the scene indifferent to hint Anna 
Comnena had indeed attained her fifth lustre, and that 
is a period after which Grecian beauty is uiulerstood to 
commence its decline. How long she had ]>;iss(m] tliat ' 
critical period, was a secret to all but the trusted ward- 
women of the purple chamber. Enough^ that it was 
affirmed by the popular tongue, and deemed to be 
attested by that bent towards philasophy and liteiature, 
which is not supposed to be cougenial to beauty iii its 
earlier buds, to amount to (me or two years more. She ' 
might be seven-and-twenty. 

Still Anna Comnena wa^, or had very lately been, a 
beauty of the very first rank, and must be supposed to 
have still retained charms to captivate a barbarian of 
the north; indeed, he himself was not careful to 
maintain a heedful recollection of the immeasurable 
distance between them. Indeed, even this recollection 
might hardly have saved Hereward ^m the charms of 

i3 
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this enchantress, bold, free-born, and fearless as lie was ; 
for, during that time of strange revolutions, there were 
many instances of successful generals sharing the coucli 
of imperiaL prmcesses, whom perhaps they had them> 
selves rendered widows, in order to make way for their 
own pretensions. But, besides the influence of other 
recollections, which the reader may learn hereafter, 
Hereward, though flattered by the unusual degree of 
attention which the Pnncess bestowed upon him, saw 
in her only the daughter of his Emperor and adopted 
liege lord, and the wile of a noble prince, whom reason 
and duty alike forbade him to think of in any other 
light 

It was after one or two preliminaiy efforts that the 

Princess Anna began her reading with an uncertain 
voice, which gained strength and fortitude as she pro- 
ceeded with the following passage from a well-knowu 
part of her history of Alexius Comnenns^ but which 
unfortunately has not been republished in the Byzantine 
historians. The narrative cannot, therefore, be other- 
wise than acceptable to the antiquarian reader ; and the 
author hopes to receive the thanks of the learned world 
for the lecovety of a curious fingment^ which^ without 
his exertions, must probably have passed to the gulf of 
total oblivion. 
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NOW FIBfiT PUBLISHED FROM THE GREEK OF THE PRINCESS 

COMNENa's history of liLR FATUEK. 

The son had betaken himself to his bed in the 

ocean, ashamed, it woiihl seem, to see the immortal 
army of our most sacred Emperor Alexius surrounded 
by those barbarous hordes of imbelieving barbarians, 
who, as described in our kst chapter, had occupied the 
various passes both in front and rear of the liomans,* 
secured during the preceding night hy the wily bar- 
barians. Although, therefore, a triumphant course of 
advance had brought us to this pointy it now became a 
serious and doubtful question whether our victorious 
eagles might be able to penetrate any farther into tho 
country of the enemy, or even to retreat with safety 
into ihdr own. 

''The extensive acquaintance of the Emperor with 
military affairs, in which he exceeds most living princes, 
had induced him, on the preceding evening, to ascer- 
tain, with marvellous exactitude and foresight^ the 
precise position of the enemy. In this most necessary 
service he employed certain light-armed barbarians, 
whose habits and discipline had been originally derived 
from the wilds of Syria ; and, if I am required to speak 
according to the dictation of Truth, seeing she ought 
always to sit upon the pen of a historian, I must needs 

♦ More pro})erly termed the Greeks ; but we follow the phra- 
seology of the fair authoress. 
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say they were infidels like their enemies; Mthfdlly 

attached, however, to the Konian soivice, and, as I 
believe, true slaves of the Emperor, to whom they 
eommnnicated the information required by him respect- 
ing the position of his dreaded opponent Jezdegerd. 
These men did not bring in their information till long 
after the hour when the Emperor usually betook him- 
self to rest. 

Notwithstanding this derangement of his most 
sacred time, onr imperial &1^er, who had postponed 

the ceremony of disrobing, so important were the neces- 
sities of the moment, continued, until deep in the 
nighty to hold a council of his wisest chie£s, men wnose 
depth of judgmrat might have saved a sinking world, 
and who now consulted what was to be done under the 
]ire^sure of the circumstances in which thf^y were now 
placed. And so great was the urgency, that all ordinary 
observances of the household were set aside, since 
I hare heard firom those who witnessed the fact, that 
tlie royal bed was displayed in the very room where 
the council assembled, and that the sacred lamp, called 
the Light of the Council, and which always burns when 
the Emperor presides in person over the deliberations 
of his servants, was for that night — a Idling unknown 
in our annals — fed with uiipt?rtumed oil ! ! " 

The fair speaker hero threw her hne form into an 
attitude which expressed holy horror^ and the hearers 
intimated their sympathy in the exciting cause by cor- 
responding signs of interest ; as to which we need only 
say, that the sigh of Achilles Tatius was the most 
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pathetic ; while the groan of Agelastes the Mephant 
was deepest and most tremendously bestial in its sound. 

Here ward seemed little moved, except by a slight 
motion of surprise at the wonder expressed by the 
others. The Princess, having allowed due time for the 
sympathy of her hearers to exhibit itself proceeded as 
foUows : — 

" In tliis melancholy situation, wlien even the best- 
established and must sacred rites of the imperial house- 
hold gave way to the necessity of a hasty provision for 
the morrow, the opinions of the counsellors were dif- 
ferent, according to their tempers and habits ; a thing, 
by the way, which may be remarked as likely to happen 
among the best and wisest on such occasions of doubt 
and danger. 

I do not in this place put down the names and 
opinions of tliose whose counsels ^\■ci•c ]»roposed and 
rejected, herein paying respect to the secrecy and free- 
dom of debate justly attached to the imperial cabinet. 
Enough it is to say, that some there were who advised 
a speedy attack upon the enemy, in the direction of our 
original advance. Others thought it was safer, and 
might be easier, to force our way to the rear, and 
retreat by the same course which had brought us 
hither; nor must it be concealed, that there were 
persons of unsuspected fidelity, who proposed a third 
course, safer indeed than the otliers, but totally alien 
to the mind of our most magnanimous lather. They 
recommended that a confidential slave, in company 
with a minister of the interior of our imperial palace^ 



biyiiizea by Google 



COUNT BOBEBT OF PABIS 123 



shcrald be sent to the tent of Jezdegeid, in order to 
ascertain upon what terms the barbarian would permit 

our triumphant father to retreat in safety at the head 
of his victorious army. On learning such opinion, our 
impenal £etther was heard to exdaim, * Sancta Sophia !' 
being the nearest a pj) roach to an adjuration which he 
has been known to permit himself, and was apparently 
about to say something violent both concerning the 
dishonour of the advice, and the cowardice of those by 
whom it was preferred, when, recollecting the muta- 
bility of human things, and the misfortune of several of 
his Majesty's gracious predecessors, some of whom had 
been compelled to surrender their sacred persons to the 
iiifideb in the same region. Ins Imperial Miyesty re- 
pressed his generous feelings, and only sufiEered his 
army counsellors to understand his sentiments by a 
speech, in which he declared so desperate and so dis- 
honourable a course would be the last which he would 
adopts even in the last extremity of danger. Thus did 
tlie judgment of this mighty Prince at once reject 
counsel that seemed shameful to his arms, and thereby 
encourage the zeal of his troops, while privately he kept 
this postern in reserve^ which in utmost need might 
serve for a safe, though not altogether, in less urgent 
circumstances, an honourable retreat. 

" When the discussion had reached this melanclioly 
crisis^ the renowned Achilles Tatius arrived with the 
hopeful intelligence^ that he himself and some soldiers 
of his corps had discovered an opening on the left flank 
of our present encampment, by which, making indeed 
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a considerable circuity but leaching, if we marched with, 
yigour, the town of Laodicea, we might, by falling back 

on our resources, be in some measure m surety from 
the enemy. 

So soon as this ray of hope darted on the troubled 
mind of oar graeions fitther, he proceeded to make such 
arrangements as might secure the full benefit of the 

advantage. His Imperial Highness would not permit 
the brave Varangians, whose battle-axes be accounted 
the flower of his imperial army, to take the adyanced 
posts of assailants on the present occasion. He repressed 
the love of battle by which these generous foreigners 
have been at all times distinguished, and directed that 
the Syrian forces in the army, who have been before 
mentioned, should be assembled with as little noise aa 
possible in the yidnity of the deserted pass, with in- 
structions to occupy it. The good genius of the empire 
suggested that, as their speech, arms, and appearance, 
resembled those of the enemy, they m^ht be permitted 
nnoj^Kwed to take post , in the defile with their light- 
armed forces, and thus seeure it for the passage of the 
rest of the army, of which he proposed that the Varan- 
gians, as immediately attached to his own sacred person, 
should form the yanguard. The well-known battalions, 
termed the Immortals, came nezt^ comprising the groes 
of the army, and forming the centre and rear. Achil- 
les Tatius, the faithful Follower of his Royal Master, 
although mortified that he was not permitted to assume 
the charge of the tear, which he had proposed for bim* 
self and his yaliant troops, as the post of danger at 
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tins time^ eheexfoUy aoquiefloedy neveriheLeBS, in the 
unmgement pioposed by the Emx)eTor, as most fit to 

effect the imperial safety, and that of the army. 

The imperial orders, as they were sent instantly 
abroad, vara ixi like manner executed with, the readiest 
panctaaHty, the rather that they indicated a comae of 
safety which had been almost despaired of even by the 
oldest soldiers. During the dead period of time, wlien, 
as the divine Homer tells us, gods and men are alike 
asleep^ it waa fouid that the yigilonce and pmdence of 
a single indiyidnal had provided salety for the whole 
Roman array. The pinnacles of the mountain passes 
were scarcely touched by the earliest beams of the 
dawD, when these beams were also reflected from the 
steel caps and spears of the Syrians, mider the com- 
mand, of a captain named Mcmastms, who, with his 
tribe, had attached himself to the empire. The Em- 
peror, at the head of his faithful Varangians, de^ed 
through the passes in order to gpin that degree of 
advance on the road to the dty of Laodicea which was 
desired, so as to avoid coming into collision with the 
barbarians. 

It was a goodly sight to see the dark mass of 
Borthem warxioia, who now led the van of the army, 
moving slowly and steadily throi^h the defiles of the 

mountains, around the insulated rocks and precipice)^ 
and surmounting the gentler acclivities, like the course 
of a strong and mighty river; while the loose hands of 
avehers and javelinpmen, armed alter the Eastern man* 
ner, were dispersed on the steep sides of the defiles^ and 
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might be oompaied to light foam upon the eclge of 
torrent In the midst of the sqnadrons of the life- 
guard might be seen the proud war-horse of his Imperial 
Majesty, which pawed the earth indignantly, as if im- 
patient at the delay which separated him from his 
august burden. The Emperor Alexias himself trnvelled 
in a litter, borne by eight strong African slaves, that he 
might rise porfectly refreshed if the army should be 
overtaken by the enemy. The valiant Achilles Tatins 
rode near the oonch of his master^ that none of those 
Inminons ideas, by whieh our august sire so often 
decided the fate of battle, might be lost for want of 
instant communication to those whose duty it was to 
execute them. I may also say, that there were close to 
the litter of the Emperor, three or four carriages of the 
same kind ; one prepared for the Moon, as she may be 
termed, of the universe, the gracious Em]iress Irene. 
Among the others which might be mentioned, was that 
which contained the authoress of this history, unworthy 
as she may be of distinction, save as the daughter of the 
eminent and sacred persons whom the narration chiefly 
concerns. In this manner the imperial army pressed on 
through the dangerous defiles, where their march was 
exposed to insults from the barbarians. They were 
happily cleared without any opposition. When we 
came to the descent of the pass which looks down on 
the city of Laodicea, the sagacity of the Emperor comr 
manded the ran — which, though the soldiers oomposing 
the same were heayily armed, had hitherto nuiiched 
extremely fast— to hall^ as well that tiiey themaelves 
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might take some xepose and le&eshment^ as to give the 
leflffwaid fences time to oome np^ and doee vanous gape 
which the lapid morement of those in ftont had occa* 

eioned in tlie line of march. 

"The place chosen for this purpose was eminently 
beautifuly from the small and comparatively insigni** 
ficant ridge of hills which melt inegnlarly down into 
the plains stretching between the pass which we occu- 
pied and Laodicea, The town was about one hundred 
stadia distant, and some of our more sanguine warriois 
pietended that they could ab»ady discern its towezs 
and pinnacles, glittering in the eariy beams of the son, 
which had not as yet risen high into the horizon. 
A mountain torrent, which found its source at the foot 
of a huge rock, that yawned to give it biith, as if struck 
by the lod of the pxophet Moses^ poured its liquid 
treasure down to the more leyel country, nourishing 
herbage and even largo trees, in its descent, until, at 
the distance of some four or hve mUes, the stream, 
at lesst in dry seasons, was lost amid heaps of sand and 
stonea^ which in the xainy season marked the strength 
and fury of its current 

It was pleasant to see the attention of the Em- 
peror to the comforts of the companions and guardians 
of his march. The trumpets from time to time gave 
license to various parties of the Yarangians to lay down 
their arms, to eat the iuod which was distributed to 
them, and quench their thirst at the pure stream^ which 
poured its bounties down the hill, or they might be 
seen to extend their bulky forms upon the tnrf around 
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latent The Emperor^ his most serene spouse, and the 
pxinoesses and ladies^ were also served wiih bieak&at, 
at fhe foiintain formed by the small brook in its very 
birth, and which the reverent feelings of the soldiers 
had left unpolluted by vulgar touch, for the use of that 
fomilyy emphatically said to be bom in the porplo, Oui^ 
beloved husband was also present on this occasion, and 
"vvas among tlic lii'st to detect one of tlie disasters of the 
day. For, although all the rest of the repast had been, 
by the dexterity of the officers of the mpfliial moatfa, 
so arranged^ even on so awfol an oocasiony as to exhibit 
little difference from the ordinary provisions of the 
h(^use]iold, yet, when his Imperial Highness called for 
wine, beholdy not only was the sacred liquor, dedicated 
to his own peculiar imperial use^ wholly exhausted or 
left behind, but, to use the language of Horace, not the 
vilest Sabine vintage could be procured ; so that his 
Imperial Highness was glad to accept the offer of a 
rude Varangian, who proffered his modicum of decocted 
barley, which these baTbariana prefer to the juice of tha 
grape. The Emperor, nerarthelesfl^ accepted of this 
coarse tribute/' 

" Insert,'' said the Emperor, who had been hitherto 
either plunged in deep contemplation^ or in an incipient 
slumber, '^inserty I say, tiiese teiy words : 'And witlt 
the heat of the morning, and anxiety of so rapid a 
march, with a numerous enemy in his rear, the Em- 
peror was so thirsty, as never in his life to think 
beyerage more delidoua.' ^ 

Jn obedienoe to her imperial &tltoz^s orders^ the 
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Princess resigned the manuscript to the beautiful slave 
by whom it was written, repeating to the fair scribe the 
commanded addition, lequizing her to note it^ as made 
by the expiess eacxed oonunand of the Emperar, and 
then proceeded thus : — More I had said here respect- 
ing the favourite liquor of your Imperial Highness's 
faithful Varangians ; but your Highness having once 
graced it with a word of commendation, this aU, as 
they call it^ doubtless because lemoring all disorders, 
which they term ' ailments,' becomes a theme too lofty 
for the discussion of any inferior person. Suffice it to 
say, that thus were we all pleasantly engaged, the ladies 
and slaves tiying to find some amusement I6i the im- 
perial ears ; the soldiers, in a long line down the ravine, 
seen in diHerent postures, some straggling to the water- 
course, some keeping guard over the arms of their com- 
rades^ in which duly they relieved each other, while 
body after body of the remaining troops, under com- 
mand of the Protospathaire^ and partimilaily those 
called Immortals,* joined the main army as they came 
up. Those soldiers who were already exhausted, were 
allowed to take a short repose^ after which they were 
sent forward, with directions to advance steadily on the 
road to Laodicea ; while their k ,uler was instructed, so 
soon as he should open a &ee communication with that 
city, to send Hiither a command for xeinforQements and 

* Tlie 'A0ovaTO(, or Immortals, of the army of Constantinople, 
were a select body, ao named, in imitation of the ancient Persians. 
They were embodied, according to Ducaoge, by Michael 
Ducas. 
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refreshments, not forgetting fitting provision of tiie 

gacred wine for the imperial mouth. Accordingly, the 
lloman band of Immortals aad others had resumed 
their march, and held some waj on their jonznej, it 
being the imperial pleasure that the Vaiangian^ lately 
the vanguard, should now form the rear of the whole 
army, so as to bring off in safety the Syrian light 
troops, by whom the hilly pass was still occupied, when 
we heard upon the other side of this defile, which we 
had traversed with so mnoh safety, the awM sound of 
the LelieSf as the Arabs name their shout of onset, 
though in what language it is expressed, it would be 
haid to say. Perchance some in this audience may 
ttilighten my ignonnce.'' 

"May I speak and live!" said the Acoulouthos 
Achilles, proud of his literary knowledge ; " the words 
are, Alia ilia alia, Mohamed resoul alia.* These, or 
something like them, contain the Arabs' profession of 
fidth, which they ah\ ays call out when they join battle ; 
I have heard them many times." 

** And so have I," said the Emperor ; " and as thou 
didst, I warrant me, I have sometimes wished myself 
anywhere else than within hearing.'' 

All the circle were alive to hear the answer of Achilles 
Tatius. He was too good a courtier, however, to make 
any imprudent reply. " It was my duty," he replied, 
"to desire to be as near your Impeiial Highness as 
your fidthful Follower ought, wherever you might wish 
yourself for the time." 

* t. e. " Qod ia God— Mahomet is the prophet of Qod.** 
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Agelastes and Zommva exehanged looks, and the 

Princess Anna Comnena proceeded in her recitation. 

" The cause of these ominouB aouudsy which, came in 
"wild oonfiisioa up the locky pasa^ wexe aoon explained 
to ti0 by a doeen ca;valie]!8, to whom the taak of bringing 
intelligence had been assigned. 

"These informed us, that the harbariansy wliose host 
had been dispersed aiound the poaitbn in which we 
had encamped the preceding day, had not been enabled 
to get their fi>icee together nntil onr light troops were 
evacuating the post they had occupied for securinc^ the 
retreat of our army. They were then drawing off from 
the tope of the hiUa into the paaa itael^ when, in 
deeinte of the rocky ground, they were ohaiged fbriously 
by Jezdegerd, at the head of a large body of his fol- 
lowers, which, after repeated exertions, he had at length 
brought to operate on the rear of the Syrians. Kotwith* 
standing that the pass waa nn&Tonrable lor cavalry^ the 
personal exertions of the infidel chief made his followers 
advance with a degree of resolution unknown to the 
^Syrians of the Eoman army, who, iinding themselves 
ai a distance horn tiieir oompanionSi formed the in- 
juiioos idea that they were left there to be sacnficed, 
and thought of flight in various directions, rather than 
of a combined and roBolnto resistance. The state of 
afOua's, therefore, at the i^irther end of the pass, was 
less £i70urable than we could wish, and those whose 
euricisity desired to see something which might be 
termed the rout of the rear of an army, beheld the 
Syrians ^pursued from the hill tops, overwhelmed, au^ 
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individually cut do^vIl and made prisoners by the banda 
of caitiff Mussulmans. 

"His Imperial TTigVii>flgg looked upon, the scene of 
battiie for a Hsw minutes, aiid^ much commoved at what 
he saw, was somewhat hasty in his directions to the 
Varangians to resume their arms, and precipitate their 
xuarch towards Laodicea ; whereupon one of those 
northern soldiezs said boldly, though in opposition to 
the imperial command, * If we attempt to go hastily 
down this hill, our rearguard will be confused, not 
only by our own hurry, but by these runaway scoundrels 
of Syrians, who in their headlong flight will not fail to 
mix themselves among our ranks. Let two hundred 
Varangians^ who will live and die for the honour of 
England, abide in the very throat of this pass with me, 
while the rest escort the Emperor to this Laodicea^ or 
whatever it is called. We may perish in our defence, 
but we shall die in our duty; and I have little doubt 
hut we shall ftmoish such a meal as will stay the 
stomach of these yelping hounds from seeking any 
farther banquet this day.' 

My imperial &ther at once discovered the import* 
ance of this advice^ though it made him well-nigh weep 
to see with what unshrinking fidelity these poor bar* 
barians pressed to fill up the number of those who were 
to undertake this desperate duty — ^with what kindness 
they took leave of their comrades, and with what jovial 
shouts they followed their sovereign with their eyes as 
he proceeded on his march down the hill, leaving them 
beliind to resist and perish. The Imperial eyes were 
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filled with ieais; and I am nofc asliamed io oonfessy 

that amid tlie terror of the moment, the Empress, and 
I myself, forgot our rank in paying a siniilai tcibute to 
these bold and self-deToted menu 

**We left their leader carefolly arraying hia handM 
of comrades in defence of the pass, where the middle 
path was occupied by their centre, while their wings on 
either aide were so disposed as to act upon the flanks 
of the enemy, should he rashly press upon such as ap- 
peared opposed to him in the road We had not pro- 
ceeded half way towards the plain, when a dreadful 
shout arose, in which the yells of the Arabs were 
mingled with the deep and more regular shout which 
these strangers usually repeat thrice^ as well when bid- 
ding hail to their commanders and princes, as when in 
the act of engaging in battle. Many a look was turned 
back by their comrades, and many a form was seen in 
the ranks which might haye daimed the chisel of a 
sculptor, while the soldier hesitated whether to follow 
the line of his duty, which called him to march forward 
with his Emperor, or the impulse of courage, which 
prompted him to rush back to join his companions. 
Discipline^ however, prevailed, and the main body 
marched on. 

An hour had elapsed, durin^^ which we heard, from 
time to time, the noise of battle, when a mounted 
Varangian presented himself at the side of the £m- 
peror^s litter. The horse was covered with foam, and 

had obviously, from his trappings, the fmeness of his 
limbs^ and the amallness of his joints, been the charger 



WAVESLB7 VOYEIB 



of flome chief of the deeert^ which had fidlen hy the 
chance of battle into the possession of the northern 
warrior. The broad axe which the Varangian bore was 
also stained with blood, and the paleness of death itself 
was upon his coonienance. These marks oi leoent 
battle were held sufficient to excuse the irregularity of 
his salutation, while he exclaimed, — 'Noble Prince, the 
Arabs are defeated, and you may pursue your march at 
more leisuxe.' 

« 'Where is Jezdegeid)' said ilie Emperor, who had 
many reasons for dreading this celebrated chief 

** * Jezdegord,' continued the Varangian, ^ is where 
brave men are who fall in their duty/ 

* And that is' — said the EmpercNr, impatient to know 
distinctly the fate of so formidable an adversary 

"'Where I am now going,' answered the faithful 
soldier, who dropped from his horse as he spoke, and 
ej^ired at the feet of the litter-bearers. 

''The Emperor called to his attendants to see that 
the body of this MthM retainer, to whom he destined 
an honourable sepulchre, was not left to the jackal or 
vulture ; and some of his brethren, the Anglo-Saxons, 
among whom he was a man of no mean repute^ ndaed 
the body on their shoulders, and resumed their march 
with this additional encumbrance, prepared to fight for 
their precious burden, like the valiant Menelaus for the 
body of Patroclus." 

The Pnnceas Anna Comnena here naturally paused ; 
for, having attained what she probably considered as 
the rounding of a period, she was williu^ lo gather an 
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idea of the feelings of her andieiice. Indeed, Imt that 

she had been intent upon her own manuscript, the 
emotions of the foreign soldier must have more early 
attracted her attention. In the b^^inning of her leci- 
tatioDf he had retained the same attitude which he had 
at first assumed, stiff and rigid as a sentinel upon duty, 
and apparently remembering nothing save that ho was 
perlbrming that duty in presence of the impeiial court 
Ab the narrative advanced, however, he appeared to 
take more interest in what was read. The aaxioiis fears 
expressed by the various leaders in the midnight council, 
he listened to with a smile of suppressed contempt^ and 
he ahnost laughed at the praises bestowed upon the 
leader d his own corps, Achilles Tatins. Nor did even 
the name of the Emperor, thongh listened to respect- 
fully, gain that aj)plause for which his daughter fought 
80 hard, and used so much exaggeration. 

Hitherto the Varangian's countenance indicated veij 
slightly any internal emotions ; but they appeared to 
take a deeper hold on his mind as she came to the de- 
scription of the halt after the main army had cleared 
the pass ; the unexpected advance of the Arabs ; the 
retreat of the column which escorted the Emperor ; and 
the account of the distant engagement He loet^ on 
hearing the narration of these events, the rigid and 
constrained look of a soldier, who listened to the history 
of his Empeior with the same feelings with which he 
would have mounted guard at his pslaoa His colour 
began to come and go ; his eyes to fill and to sparkle ; 
his limbs to become more agitated than their owner 
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seemed to aeseiit to; and bis whole appearanoe was 

changed into that of a listener, highly interested by the 
lecitation which he hears^ and insensihle» or forgetful, 
of whateyer eLae is passing be£oie him, as well as of the 
quality of those who axe present 

As the historian proceeded, Herewaid became less 
able to conceal his agitation ; and at the moment the 
Princess looked round, his feelings became so acute, 
that^ £>igetting where he was, he dropped his ponderous 
axe upon the floor, and, clasping his hands together 
exclaimed, — **My unfortunate brother ! " 

All were startled by the clang of the falling weapon, and 
several persons at once attempted to interfere, as called 
upon to explain a dreomstance so nnasaaL AcbillciB 
Tatins made some small progress in a speech designed 
to apologize for the rough mode of venting his sorrows 
to which Hereward had given way, by assuring the 
eminent persons piesent^ that the poor nncnltivated 
barbarian was actoally younger brother to him who 
had commanded and fallen at the memorable defile. 
The Princess said nothing, but was evidently struck 
and affected, and not ill-pleased, perhaps, at having 
given rise to feelings of interest so flattering to her as 
an authoress. The others, each in their character, 
uttered incoherent words of what was meant to bo con- 
solation ; for distress which flows hvm a natural cause, 
generally attracts sympathy even ftom the most artiflciaL 
chaiactera The voice of Alexias silenced all these im- 
perfect speakers : "Hah, my brave soldier, Edward 1 " 
said the Emperor, I must have been blind that I did 
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not sooner Teoognise tliee^ as I think theie is a memo- 

randum entered, respecting five hundred pieces of gold 
due from us to Edward the Varangian ; we have it in 
our secret scroll of snoh liberalities £or which we stand 
indebted to our servitors^ nor shall the payment be 
longer deferred." 

**Kot to me, if it may please you, my liege,'* said the 
Anglo-Dane, hastily composing liis countenance into its 
rough gravity of lineament^ lest it should be to one 
who can claim no interest in your imperial munificence. 
My name is Here ward ; tliat of Edward is borne by 
three of my companions, all of them as likely as I to 
haye deserved your Highnesses reward ios the faithful 
perfonnance of their duty/' 

Many a sign was made by Tatios in order to guard 
liis soldier against the folly of declining the liberality 
of the Jiimperor. Agelastes spoke more plainly : Young 
man,'' he said, rejoice in an honour so imespected, and 
answer henceforth to no otiier name save that of Edward, 
by which it hath pleased the light of the world, as it 
poured a lay npon thee, to distinguish thee from other 
barbarians. What is to thee the font-stone, or the priest 
officiating theiea^ shouldst thou have derived from 
either any epithet different from that by which it hath 
now pleased the Emperor to distinguish thee from the 
common mass of humanity, and by which proud distinc- 
tion thou hast now a right to be known ever after- 
wards t" 

" Here ward was the name of my father," said the 
soldier^ who had now altogether recovered his composure, 
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'^I eaimot abandon it -wbile I hononr bis memory in 

death. Edward is the title of my comrade — I must nut 
run the risk of usurping his interest" 

<^ Peace allT' inteirupted the Emperor. ''If we 
have made a mistake, mtb are rich enough to right it ; 
nor shall Herewaid he the poorer, if an Edward shall 
be found to merit this gratuity.** 

" Your Qighness may trust that to yom ailectionate 
consort^" answered the Empress IreBe. 

His most sacred Highness/' said the Princess Anna 
Comnena, " is so avariciously desirous to do whatever 
is good and gracious, that lie leaves no room even for 
his nearest connexions to display generosity or mnnifi- 
cenoe. Nevertheless^ I, in my degree^ will testify my 
gratitude to this brave man ; fbr where Ins exploits are 
mentioned in this history, I will cause to be recorded, — 
* This feat was done by Hereward, the Anglo-Dane, 
whom it hath pleased his Imperial li^jeety to call 
Edward' E!eep this, good youth,'' she oontiniied, be- 
stowing at the same time a ring of price, ''in token that 
we will not forget our engagement." 

Hereward accepted the token, with a profound obei- 
sance, and a discomposure which his staiton rendered 
not unbecoming. It was obvious to most persons pre- 
sent, that the gratitude of the be<auLilal Princess w^as 
expressed in a manner more acceptable to the youthful 
life-guardsman, than that of Alexius Comnenus. He 
took the ring with great demonstration of thfluTrfnlnnno : 
— Precious relic I'' he said, as he saluted this pledge of 
esteem by pressing it to his lips ; we may nut remain 
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long together, bat be assnzed/' bending lereBently to 

the Princess, that death alone shall part us.'' 

" Proceed, our princely daughter," said the Empress 
Irene ; you have done enough to show that valour is 
pvedons to her who can confo fuaoB, whether it be 
£yund in a Bonmn or a barhaiian/' 

The Princess resumed lier narrative with some slight 
appearance of embarxasssLent. 

Our moTement upon Laodicea was now lesnmed, 
and oontinned with good hopes on the part of those 
engaged in the march. Yet instinctively we could not 
help casting our eyes to the rear, which had been so 
long the direction in which wo feared attack. At 
lengthy to onr surprise^ a thick dond of dost was visible 
on tbe descent of the bill, half way betwixt ns and the 
place at wliich we liad halted. Some of the troops who 
composed our retreating body, particularly those in the 
rear, began to ezdaim, ^ The Arabs I the Arabs V and 
their march asscnned a more preeipitate diaracter when 
they believed themselves pursued by the enemy. But 
the Varangian guards affirmed with one voict?, that the 
dust was raised by the remains of their own comrades, 
who^ left in the defence -of the pasS) bad marched off 
after having so Taliantly maintained the station in* 
trusted to them. Tliey fortified their opinion by pro- 
fessional remarks that the cloud of dust was more 
ooneentrated than if raised by the Arab horee^ and they 
even pretended to assert^ from their knowledge of such 
cases, that the number of their comrades had been 
much diminished in the action. Some Syrian horse- 
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men, despatched to reconnoitre the approaching body, 

brought intelligence corresponding with the opinion of 
the Varangians in every particular. The portion of the 
body-guard had beaten hack the Arabs, and their gallant 
leader had slain their chief Jeedegerd^ in which service 
he was mortally wonnded, as this history hath already 
mentioned. The survivors of the detachment, dimin- 
ished by one half, were now on their march to join the 
Emperor, as fast as the encmnbranoe of bearing their 
vonnded to a pkoe of safety wonld permit 

" The Emperor Alexius, with one of those brilliant 
and benevolent ideas which mark his paternal character 
towards his soldiers^ ordered all the litters^ even that 
for his own most sacred nse^ to be instantly sent back 
to relieve the bold Yarangians of the task of bearing 
the wounded. The shouts of the Varangians' gratitude 
may be more easily conceived than describod, when 
they beheld the Empeiror himself descend from his 
litter, like an ordinary cavalier, and assume his war- 
horse, at the same time that the most sacred Empress, 
as well as the authoress of this history, with other 
princesses bom in the purple, mounted upon mules in 
order to proceed npon the march, while their litters 
were imhesitatingly assigned for the acoommodatioin of 
the wounded men. This was indeed a mark, as well of 
military sagacity as of humanity; for the relief afforded 
to the bearers of the wounded, enabled the survivors ox 
those who had defended the defile at the f onntain, to 
join us sooner than would otherwise have been possible. 

"It was an awful thing to see those mcu who had 
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left us in the fbll splendoor wliich military equipment 

gives to youth and strength, agaiii appearing in dimin- 
ished numbers — ^their armour shattered — their shields 
fall of allows — ^their offensive weapons marked witk 
blood, and they themselYes exhibiting all the signs of 
desperate and recent battla Nor was it less interesting 
to remark the meeting of the soldiei-s who had been 
engaged, with, the comrades whom they had rejoined. 
The Emperor, at the suggestion of the trusfy Aooulou* 
thos, permitted them a few moments to leave their 
ranks, and learn from each other the fate of the battle. 

*'Ab the two bands mingled, it seemed a meeting 
where grief and joy had a contest together. The most 
ragged of these barbarian^ — and I who saw it can bear 
witness to the fact, — as he welcomed with a grasp of his 
strong hand some comrade whom he had given up for 
lost, had his large blue eyes filled with tears at liearing 
of the loss ai some one whom he had hoped might have 
Borvived. Other veterans reviewed tiie standards which 
had been in the conflict, satisfied themselves that they 
had all been brought back in honour and safety, and 
counted the fresh arrow-shots with which they had 
been pi^oed, in addition to similar marks of loiiner 
battles. All were load in the praises of the brave 
young leader they had lost, nor were the acclamations 
less general in laud of him who had succeeded to the 
eoaumand, who brought up the por^ of his deceased 
brother — ^and whom,'' said the Princess, in a few words, 
which seemed apparently interpolated for the occasion, 
I now assure of the high honour and estimation in 
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wbieh he is held by the aathor of this histoy — ^that is, 
I would say, by every member of Ihe imperial family—* 

for liis gallant services in such an important crisis." 

HavlDg hurried over her tribute to her friend the 
Yaiangiaiif in which emotiooB miiigled that ore not 
willingly ezpiressed before so many heaiets, Anna Com- 
nena proceeded with compoeure in the part of her 
history which was less personal 

We had not much time to make more ohseirations 
on what passed among those bzaye soldiers ; £>r a £sw 
mhmtes having been allowed to their feelings, the 
trmnpet sounded the advance towards Laodicea, and we 
soon beheld the town, now about four miles from ub, in 
fields which were chiefly covered with treeSt Appa* 
lently tiie garrison had already some notice of onr 
approach, for carts and wains were seen advancing from 
tlie gates with refreshments, which the heat of the day, 
the length of the march, and columns of dust, as w *^ l 
as the want of water^ had rendered of the last necessity 
to ns. The soldiers joyfully mended their pace in order 
to meet the sooner with the supplies of which they 
stood so much in need. Eut as the cup doth not carry 
in all cases the liquid treasure to the lips for which it 
was intended, however much it may be longed for, 
what was our mortification to behold a dond of Arabe 
issue at full gallop from the wooded plain betwixt the 
Koman army and the city, and throw themselves upon 
the waggons^ slaying the drivers^ and making havoe 
and spoil of the contents ! This, we afterwards leamed, 
was a body of the enemy, headed by Vaxanes, eq^ual in 
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nflitaiy fame, among thoee infidels, to Jezdegerd, Ida 

filain brother. When this chieftain saw that it was 
probable that the Varangians would succeed in their 
desperate defence of the pass, be pat himeelf at the 
head of a laige body of cavaliy ; and aa these infidels 
are mounted on horses unmatched either in speed or 
wind, performed a long circuit, traversed tlio stony 
lidge of hills at a more northerly defile, and placed 
himself in ambuscade in the wooded plain I have men 
ticmed, with the hope of making an tmexpected assault 
upon the Emperor and his army, at the very timo when 
they might be supposed to reckon upon an undisputed 
retreat This soxpiise wonld certainly have taken place, 
and it is not easy to say what might have been the 
consequence, had not the unexpected appearance of the 
train of waggons awakened th(3 unbridled rapacity of the 
Axabs, in spite of their commander's prudence^ and 
attempts to restrain them. In this manner the pro* 
posed ambuscade was discovered. 

" But Varanes, willing still to gain sonic advantage 
from the rapidity of his movements, assembled as many 
of his horsemen as could be collected fkom the spoil, and 
pushed forward towards the SomanSi who had stopped 
short on their march at so nnlooked for aa apparition. 
There was an uncertainty and wavering in our first 
ranks wliich made their hesitation known even to so 
poor a judge of military demeanour aa myself On 
the contrary, &e Varangians joined in a nnanimous cry 
of * Ellis ' * (that is, in their language, battle-axes) * to 

* y illehardouin says. ** Les Anglois et Danois mult hieo. com* 
bettoient aveo leun AocAm." 
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tihe fiomt I * and the Empeiox^s most grwdouB will ae* 

ceding to their valorous desire, they pressed forward 
from the rear to the head of the columiL I can hardly 
say how this manoeuvre was executed, bat it was doubt* 
less by the wise diiectioBB of my most serene father, 
distmgnished foir his presence of mind upon each 
difficult occasions. It was, no doubt, much facilitated 
by the good- will of the troops themselves ; the iioman 
bands, called the Immortals, showings as it seemed to 
me^ no less deaire to &11 into the rear, than did the 
Yarangians to occupy the places which the Immortals 
left vacant in front. The manoeuvre was so happily 
executed, that before Yaranes and his Arabs had arrived 
at the van of our tioop% they found it occupied by the 
inflexible gnaid of northern soldiers. I might haye 
seen with my own eyes, and called upon them as sure 
evidences of that \vhich chanced upon the occasion- 
But, to confess the truth, my eyes were little used to 
look npon snch sights ; for of Varane's charge I only 
beheld, as it were, a thick doad of dost rapidly driven 
forward, througU which were seen the glittering points 
of lances, and the waving plumes of turbaned cavaliers 
imperfectly visible. The tecbir was so londly uttered, 
that I was scarcely aware that kettle-drums and brazen 
C3nnbals were sounding in concert with it. But this 
wild and outrageous storm was met as effectually as if 
encountered by a rocL 

*^ The Yarangians, unshaken by the furious charge of 
the Arabs^ received horse and rider with a shower of 
Uows from their massive battle-axes, which the bravest 



uiyiLi^ed by Google 



OOUHT BOBSBT OF PAm 145 



of the enemy ooold not face, nor the strongest endure. 

The guards strengtliencd their ranks also, by the hind- 
most piessijig 80 close upon those that went before, 
after the manner of the ancient Macedonians, that the 
fine-limbedy though slight steeds of these Idiuneans 
could not make the least inroad npon the northern 
phalanx. The bravest men, the most gallant horses, 
fell in the first rank. The weighty, though short, horse 
javelins^ flnng from the rear leaika of the brave Varan- 
giansi with good aim and sturdy arm, completed the 
confusion of the assailants, who turned their back in 
affright, and fled from the field in total confusion. 

" The enemy thus repulsed, we proceeded on our 
maieh, and only halted when we zecoraed our half- 
plundered waggona Here, also, some inyidious remarks 
were made by certain officers of tlio interior of the 
household, who had been on duty over the stores, and 
haying fled from their posts on the assault of the 
infidelfl^ had only returned upon their beung repulsed. 
These men, quick in malice, though slow in perilous 
service, reported that, on this occasion, the Varangians 
so fai forgot their duty as to consume a part of the 
saeied wine lesarred for the imperial lips alone. It 
would be criminal to deny that this was a great and 
culpable oversight; nevertheless, our imperial hero 
passed it over as a pardonable offence ; remarking, in a 
jesting manner, that since he had drunk the ail, as they 
tenned it^ of his taoMty guard, the Varangians had 
acquired a right to quench the thirsty and to reHeye the 
fatigue, which they had undergone that day in his 

TOL. XLYI. L 
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defence, though they used for these purposes the sacred 
contents of the imperial cellar. 

" In the mean- 
time, the cavalry 
of the army were 
despatched in pur- 
suit of the fugitive 
Arabs ; and having 
succeeded in driv- 
ing them behind 
the chain of hills 
which had so re- 
cently divided them 
from the Romans, 
the imperial arms 
might j ustly be con- 
sidered as having 
obtained a com- 
plete and glorious 
victory. 

" We are now to 
mention the rejoic- 
ings of the citizens 
of Laodicea, who 
having witnessed 
from their ram- 
parts, with alter- 
nate fear and hope, the fluctuations of the battle, now 
descended to congratulate the imperial conqueror." 
Here the fair narrator was interrupted. The prin- 
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cipal entrance of the apartment flew open, noiselessly 
indeed, but with both folding leaves at once, not as if 
to acoomzaodate the entrance of an ordinary courtier, 
Btadying to create as little diBtarbanoe as possible^ but 
as if there was entering a person, who ranked so high 
as to make it indifferent how much attention was drawn 
to his motions. It could only be one born in the 
pmple, or nearly allied to it) to whom such fteedom 
was lawfol ; and most of the gneets^ knowing who were 
likely to appear in that Temple of the Muses, anti- 
cipated from the degree of bustle, the arrival of Nice- 
phorus Briennius, the son-in-law of Alexius Conmenus, 
the hnsband of the fur histonan, and in the rank of 
CflBsar, which, however, did not at that period imply, 
as in early ages, the dignity of second person in the 
empire. The policy of Alexius had interposed more 
than one person of condition between the Csosar and 
his original rights and ran^ which had onoe been 
second to those only of the Emperor himBiilf. 




1.2 
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CHAPTEE THE IliTiL 

The storm incro— m 'tig 

Fostered in tbe moist broMt of March or April, 

Or such as parched Summer ooohi his lip with : 

Heaven's windows an flimg wide ; the immiBt deeps 

Call in hoarse greeting one upon another; 

On comes the flood in all its foaming hoiTOfi^ 

And whore's the dike shall stop it ! 

Tbb Delvqm, a PceoL 

The distinguished individual who entered was a noble 
Grecian^ of Btatelj presence, whose habit was adorned 
with eveiy maik of dignity saving tiioae whioh Alexins 
had declared sacred to the Emperor^s own person and 
that of the Sebastocrator, whom he had established as 
next in rank to the head of the empire. Nicephonis 
Briennius, who was in the bloom of youth, retained all 
the mukB of that manlj beaaly which had made tiie 
match acceptable to Anna Gomnena; while political 
considerations, and the desire of attaching a powerful 
house as friendly adherents of the throne, recommended 
the nnion to the Emperor. 

We have already hinted that tihe royal bride had, 
though in no great degree, the very doubtful advantage 
of years. Of her literary talents we have seen tokens. 
Yet it was not believed by those who best knew, that, 
with the aid of these claims to respect, Anna Oomnena 
was successful in possessing the unlimited attachment 
of her handsome husband. To treat her with apparent 
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neglect^ her connexion with the ciown rendeied impos- 
sible ; while, on the other hand, the power of Nioepho- 

rus's family was too great to permit his being dictated 
to even by the Emperor himsel£ He was possessed of 
talents, as it was beUeved, calculated both for war and 
peace. His advice was, therefore, listened to, and his 
assistance required, so that he claimed complete liberty 
with respect to his own time, which he sometimes used 
with less regular attendance upop the Temple of the 
Muses, than the goddess of the place thought herself 
entitled to, or than the Empress Irene was disposed to 
exact on the pait of her daughter. The good-humoured 
Alexius observed a sort of neutrality in this matter, and 
kept it as much as jxissible from becoming visible to 
the public, conscious that it required the whole united 
strength of his family to maintain his place in so 
agitated an empire. 

He pressed his son-in-law^ s hand, as Nicephoruai, 
passing his fftther-in-law's sea1> bent his knee in token 
of homaga The constrained manner of the Empress 
indicated a more cold reception of her son-in-law, while 
the fair muse herself scarcely deigned to signify her at- 
tention to his arrival, when her handsome mate assumed 
the vacant seat by her side, which wa have ahready 
made mention o£ 

There was an awkward pause, during which the im- 
perial son-in-law, coldly received when he expected to 
be welcomed, attempted to enter into some light con- 
versation with the &ir slave Astarte, who knelt behind 
her mistress. This was interrupted by the Princess 



Digiiized by Google 



WATEKLET KOVJfiLS 



ocxmrnaading her attendant to endoee the manuscript 
mthin its appropriate casket^ and convey it with her 

own hands to tho cabinet of Apollo, the usual scene of 
the Princess's studies, as the Temple of the Muses was 
that commonly dedicated to her iecitation& 

The Emperor himself was the first to break an un- 
pleasant silence. " Fair son-in-law," he said, " though 
it now wears something late in the night, you will do 
yourself viong if you peimit our Anna to send away 
that ydome, irith which this oompany hare been so 
delectably entertained that th^ may well say, that the 
desert hath produced roses, and the barren rocks have 
poured ibrth milk and honey, so agreeable is the narra- 
tive of a toilsome and dangerous campaign, in the 
language of onr daughter.'^ 

"The Ccesar," said the Empress, "seems to have 
little taste for such dainties as this family can produce. 
IIo hath of late repeatedly absented himself from this 
Temple of the Muses, and found doubtless more agree- 
able conveisation and amusement elsewhere.^' 

" I trust, madam," said Nicepliorus, " that my taste 
may vindicate me from the charge implied. But it is 
natural that onr saoed fiEtther should be most delighted 
with the milk and honey which is produced for his own 
special use.'' 

The Princess spoke in the tone of a handsome woman 
offended by hex lover, and feeling the ofieuce^ yet not 
indisposed to a reconciliation. 

"I^" she said, "the deeds of Nicephorus Briennius 
are less f i-equently celebrated in that poor roll of parch- 
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ment than those of my illustrious fatlier, he must tlo 
lue the justice to lemember that such was his own 
fipedal lequesi; either proceeding from that modesty 
which is jnstly ascrihed to him as serving to soften and 
adorn his other attributes, or because he with justice 
distrusts liis wife's power to compose their culogium." 

"We will then summon back Astarte," said the 
Empress, who cannot yet have carried her ofTeiing to 
the cabinet of Apollo." 

"With your imperial pleasure," said Nicephorus, "it 
niiirht inceuse tlie Pythian god were a dt'posit to be re- 
called of which he alone can £tly estimate the value. I 
came hither to speak with the Emperor upon piessing 
affisdrs of state, and not to hold a literary conversation 
with a company which I must needs say is something 
of a miscellaneous description, since I behold an ordinary 
life-guardsman in the imperial circle." 

"By the rood, son-in-law/' said Alexius, ''you do 
this gallant man wrong, lie is tlie brother of that 
brave Anglo-Dane who secured the victory at Laodieea 
by his valiant conduct and death ; he himself is that 
Edmund — or Edward— or Hereward — to whom we are 
ever bound for securing the success of that victorious 
day. He was called mto our presence, son-in-law, since 
it imports that you should know so much, to refresh 
the memory of my Follower, Achilles Tatius^ as well as 
mine own, concerning some transactions of the day of 
which we had become in some degree oblivious." 

" Truly, imperial sir," answ^ercd Briennius, " I grieva 
thal> by having intruded on such important researches, 



Digitized by LiOOgle 




Digitized by Goc)^' 



00T7HT BOBBBT OF FABIB 153 



I may lutye, in eome degree, inteicepted a portion of 

that light which is to illunimatc future ages. Methinks 
that in a battle-field, fought under your imperial guidance, 
and that of your great captauu, your evidence might 
wen supezsede the testimany of aach a man as this. — 
Let me know/' he added, taming haughtily to the 
Varangian, "what particular thou canst add, that is 
unnoticed in the Princess's narrative 1 " 

The Yarangian replied inBtantLy, Only that when 
we made a halt at the fonntKm, the music that was 
there made by the ladies of the Emperor's household, 
and particularly by those two whom I now behold, was 
the most exquisite that ever reached my ears.*' 

^'Hahl darest thou to speak 80 audacioua an opinion}'' 
exclaimed Nicephoms; is it £>r snish as thou to sup- 
pose for a moment that the music which the wife and 
daughter of the Emperor miglit condescend to make, 
was intended to afibrd either matter of pleasure or of 
czitiGism to eveiy plebeian barbarian who might hear 
them) Begone ftom this place! nor dare, on any 
pretext, again to appear before mine eyes — under allow- 
ance always of our imperial father's pleasure." 

The Varangian bent his looks upon Achilles Tatius, 
as the person fscm whom he was to take his orders to 
stay or withdraw. But the Emperor himself took up 
the subject with considerable dignity. 

" Son," he said, " we cannot permit this. On account 
of some lore quarrel, as it would seem, betwixt you and 
our daughter, you allow yourself stiaogely to Ibiget our 
imperial rank, and to order from our presence those 
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whom we have pleased to call to attend na. This ia 

neither right nor seemly, nor is it oar pleasure that thia 
saino Hercward — or Edward — or whatever be his name 
— either leave us at this present moment^ or do at any 
time heieaffcer i^nlato himself by any commands save 
our own, or those of our Follower, Achilles Tatina. 
And now, allowing tliis foulisii affair, which I think 
was blown among us by the wind, to pass as it came^ 
without farther notice, we craye to know the grave 
matters of state which hrooj^t you to our presence at 
so lato an honr. — You look again at this Varangian. — 
Withhold not your words, I pray you, on account of 
his presence ; for he stands as high in our trust, and 
we are convinced with as good reason, as any connsellor 
who has heen sworn our domestic servant" 

" To hear is to obey,'' returned the Emperor^s son-in- 
law, who saw that Alexius was somewhat moved, and 
knew that in such cases it was neither safe nor expedient 
to drive him to extremity. ''What I have to say," 
continaed he, '^mnst so soon he pnhlic news, that it 
litUo matters who hears it ; and yet the West, so full 
of strange changes, never sent to the Eastern half of 
the globe tidings so alarming as those I now come to 
toil your Impenal Highness* Europe^ to honow an 
expression from this lady, who hononrs me hy calling 
me husband, seems loosened from its foundations and 
about to precipitate itself upon Asia" 

"So I did express myself^" said the Princess Anna 
Conmena, ''and, as I tsnat, not altogether unforoihly, 
when we first heard that the wild impulse of those rest- 
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less barbarianB of Earope had diiyen a tempedt as of a 

thousand nations upon our western frontier, with the 
extravagant purpose, as they pretended, of possessing 
themseLves of Syiia, and the holy places there marked 
as tiie sepulchres of prophets^ the m ar tyrdom, of saints^ 
and the great events detaOed in the blessed gospeL 
But that stoiiu, hy all accounts hath burst and passed 
away, and we well hoped that the danger had gone with 
iti Deyontly shall we sorrow to find it otherwise/' 

^ And otherwise we must expect to iind iV' said her 
hnshend. ^It is rery tme, as reported to us, that a 
hnge body of men of low rank, and little understanding, 
assumed arms at the instigation of a mad hermit^ and 
took the load from Germany to Hnngaiy, expecting 
miracles to be wrought in their &i70vaty as when Israel 
was guided through the wilderness by a pillar of flame 
and a cloud. But no showers of manna or of quails re- 
lieved their necessities, or proclaimed them the chosen 
people of God. Ko waters gushed from the rock for 
their refrediment They were enraged at their fsaffer- 
ings, and endeavoured to obtain supplies by pillaging 
the country. The Hungarians^ and other nations on 
our western £K>ntier8y Christians, like themselves, did 
not hesitate to fall upon this disorderly rabble; and 
immense piles of bones, in wild passes and nn&equented 
deserts, attest the ctdamitous defeats which extirpated 
these unholy pilgrims." 

« All this," said the Emperor, ^'we knew before ; — 
bnt what new evil now threatens, since we have already 
escaped so important a one V* 
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Knew befoie V* said the Piince Niceph.0ni& We 
knew nothing of onr real danger before^ save that a 

wild herd of animals, as brutal and as furious as wild 
bulls, threateueil to bend their way to a pasture for 
which they had formed a fancy, and deluged the Grecian 
empiie, and its vicinity, in their passage^ expecting that 
Palestine, with its streams of milk and honey, once more 
awaited them, as God's predestined people. But so 
wild and disorderly an inyasion had no terrors for a 
civilized nation like the Eomans. The brute herd was 
terrified by our Gieek fire; it was snared and shot 
down by the wild nations who, while they pretend to 
independence, cover our frontier as with a protecting 
fortification. The vile multitude has been consumed 
even by the very quality of the provisions thrown in 
tbeir way, — ^those wise means of lesistanoe which were 
at once suggested by the paternal care of the Emperor, 
and by his unfailing policy. Thus wifidom has played 
its part^ and the bark over which the tempest had 
poured its thunder, has escapedi notwithstanding all 
its violence. But the second storm, by which the 
former is so closely followed, is of a new descent of 
these Western nations, more formidable than any which 
we or our &thei8 have yet seen. This consists not of 
the ignorant or of the &natical-*not of the base, the 
needy, and the improvident. Now, — all that wide 
Europe possesses of what is wise and ^\•o^thy, brave 
and noble, are united by the most religious vows, in 
the same purpose/' 
^ And what is that purpose 1 Speak plainly,'* said 
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Alexius. ^'The deetractioii of our whole Roman 

empire, and the blotting out the very name of its chief 
from among the princes of the earth, among which 
it has long been predominant^ can alone be an ade- 
quate motiye for a confederacj such as thy speech 
infeia" 

" Xo such design is avowed," said JS'icephorus ; " and 
80 many piinces, wise men, and statesmen of eminence^ 
aim, it is pretended, at nothing else than the same 
extravagant purpose announced by the brute multitude 
who first appeared in these regions. Here, most 
gracious Emperor, is a scroll, in which you will find 
marked down a list of the various armies which, by 
different loutei^ are approaching the Yicinity of the 
empire. Behold, Hugh of YermandoiSy called from his 
dignity Hugh the Great, has set sail from the shores of 
Italy. Twenty knights have already announced their 
coming, sheathed in armour of steel, inlaid with gold, 
bearing this proud greeting: — ^'Let the Emperor of 
Giieece, and his lieutenants, understand that Hugo, 
Earl of Vermandois, is approaching his territories. He 
is brother to the king of kings — The ILing of France,* 
namely — and is attended by the flower of the French 
nobility. He bears the blessed banner of St. Peter, 
intrusted to his victorious care by the holy successor of 

* Ducange pours out a whole ocean of authorities to show 
that the Kinj^ of France waa in those days styled Bex, by way of 
eminence. See his notes on the Alexiad. Anna Comnena in her 
history makes Hugh of Vermandois assume to himself the titles 
which could only, in the most enthusiastic Frenchman's opinion, 
have been claimed by his elder brother, the rei^;ning monarch. 
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ihe apostle, and warns '&ee of all this, that thou mayst 
pxoyide a leoeption suitable to bis Tank' " 

"Here are sounding words," said the Emperor ; "but 
the wind wliich whistles loudest is not always most 
dangexons to the vessel We know something of this 
nation of Ibranoe, and have beaid moie. They aie as 
petalant at least as they are valiant ; we will flatter 
their vanity till we get time and opportunity for more 
effectual defence. Tush ! if words can pay debt, there 
ia no feai of our excbequer becoming insolvent. — ^What 
follows heie, Nieepboms) A list, I suppose, of the 
IbUowers of this great count f 

" My liege, no ! " answered Niceplioms Bricnnius ; 

so many independent chiefs, as your Imperial High- 
ness sees in that memoiial, so many independent Euro- 
pean armies are advancing by different routes towards 
the East, and announce tbe conquest of Palestine ficom 
the infidels as their common object." 

" A dreadful enumeration," said the Emperor, as he 
perused the list ; *^ yet so far happy^ that its very length 
assures us of tiie impossibility that so many princes 
can be seriously and consistently united in so wild a 
project. Thus already my eyes catch the well-known 
name of an old friend, our enemy — ^for such are the 
alternate chanoes of peace and war — Bohemond of 
Antioch. Is not be the son of the celebrated Bobert 
of Apuha, so renowned among his countrymen, who 
raised himself to the rank of grand duke from a simple 
cavalier, and became sovereign of those of lus warlike 
nation^ both in Sicily and Italy t Did not the standards 
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of the Geiman Emperor^ of the lioman Pontiff /ay, 
our own impexial bannexfl^ give way before him ; until, 
equally a wily statesman and a hiave warrior^ he be- 
came the tenor of Europe, from being a knight whose 

Norman castle would have been easily prarrisoned by 
six crossbows and as many lances) It is a dreadful 
fcunily^ a race of cxaft as weU as power. But Bohe- 
mondy the son of old Bobert^ will follow his fother^s 

politics. He may talk of Palestine and of the interests 
cf Christendom, but if I can make Lis interests the 
same with mine, he is not likely to be guided by any 
other object So then, with the knowledge I already 
jwssess <ii his wishes and projects, it may chance that 
Heaven sends us an ally in tin: guisti of an eneiiiy. — • 
Whom have we next ? Godfrey * iJuke of liouillon — 
leading, I see, a most formidable band from the banks 
of a huge river called the Bhinei What is this person's 
character f ** 

"As Ave hear," replied Nicepliorus, " this Godfrey is 
one of the wisest, noblest, and bravest of the leaders 
who haye thus stiangely put themaelYes in motion; 
and among a list of independent princes^ as many in 
number as &oee who assembled for the siege of Troy, 
iind followed, most of them, by subjects ten times more 
numerous, this Godfrey may be regarded as the Aga- 
memnoD. The princes and counts esteem him, because 
he is the foremost in the ranks of those whom they 

* Godfrey of Bouilloii, Duke of Lower LorrahM— the great 
Captain of the first Ctamdd, aftonrardi Kiog of Jenunlem. Bee 
Oibboiiy— or Hilln^ pattm^ 



Digitized by Google 



160 



WAVEKLEY IJOVELS 



fantastically call Knights, and also on account of the 
good Mth and generosity which he practises in all his 
tianBactiona The deigy giye him credit for the highest 
jseal for the doctrines of religion, and a corresponding 
respect for the Church and its dignitaries. Justice, 
liberality, and frankness, liave equally attached to this 
Crodfrey the lower class of the people. His general 
attention to moral obligations is a pledge to them that 
his religion is real ; and, gifted with so mncli that is 
excellent, he is ah'cady, although inferior in rank, 
birth, and power to many chiefs of the crusade, justly 
regarded as one of its principal leaders." 

** Pity/' said the Emperor, "that a cbaiacter sack as 
yon describe this Prince to be, should be nnder the 
dominion of a fanaticism scarce worthy of Peter the 
Hermit^ or the clownish multitude which he led, or of 
the very ass which he rode upon ! which I am apt to 
think the wisest of the first mnltitnds whom we beheld, 
seeing that it ran away towards Europe as soon ss water 
and barley became scarce." 

" Might I he permitted here to speak, and yet live,*' 
said Agelastes, "I would remark that the Patriarch 
himself made a similar retreat so soon as blows became 
plenty and food scarce." 

" Thou hast hit it, Agclastes," said the Emperor ; 
" but the question now is, whether an honourable and 
important principality conld not be formed ont of part 
of the provinces of the Lesser Asia, now laid waste by 
the Turks. Such a principality, methinks, with its vari- 
ous advantages of soil, climate, industrious inhabitauta, 
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and a healthy atmosphero, were . well worth the 
moneses of Bouillon. It might be held as a depen- 
dence upon the sacred Roman empire, and garrisoned, 
as it were, by Godfrey and his victorious Franks, would 
. be a. bulwark on that point to our just and sacred 
person. Ha 1 most holy Patriarch, would not such a 
prospect shake the most devout Crnsader^s attachment 
to the burning sands ui' Palestine ? " 

" Especially," answered the Patriarch, " if the prince 
for whom such a rich theme * was changed into a feudal 
appanage^ should be previously converted to the only 
true fiedth, as your Imperial Highness undoubtedly 
means." 

" Certainly — most unquestionably," answered the 
JEmpeipr} with a due affectation of gravityi notwith- 
standing he was internally conscious how often he had 
been compelled, .by state necessities, to admit, not only 
Latin Christians, but Manicheans, and other heretics, 
nay, Mahomedan barbarians, into the number of his 
Bubjecte^ and that without experiencing opposition from 
the scruples of the Patriarch. Here I find,'* continued 
the Emperor, " such a numerous list of princes and 
principalities in the act of approaching our boundaries, 
as might well rival the armies of old, who were said to 
have drunk up river% exhausted reahn% and trode down 
forests, in their wasteful advanca" As he pronounced 
these words, a shade of paleness came over the Imperial 
brow, similar to that which bad already clothed in sad- 
ness most of his counsellors. 

• The provinces were called Themes. 

VOL. XLVL X 
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'^Thisirar of natioBfl^" said ^Nicephoras, ''has also 
dicumBtanoes distiogoisliiiig it ham every others 8aT6 
that which his Imperial Highness hath waged in former 
times against those whom we are accustomed to call 
Franks. We must go forth against a people to whom, 
the strife of combat ia as the breath of their nostrils ; 
who, rather than not be engaged in war, will do battle 
with their nearest neighbours^ and challenge each other 
to mortal fight, as much in sj)ort as we would defy a 
comrade to a chariot race. They are covered with an 
impenetrable armour of steel, defending them from 
blows of the lance and sword, and which the uncom- 
mon strength of their horses renders them able to sup- 
port, thougli one of ours could as well bear Mount 
Olympns upon his loins. Their foot>ranks cany a 
missile weapon unlmown to us, termed an arblast^ or 
cross-bow. It is not drawn with the* right hand, like 
the bow of other nations, but by placing the feet upon 
the weapon itself, and pulling with the whole force of 
the body; and it despatches amws called bolts, of hard 
wood pointed with iron, which the strength <^ the bow 
can send through the strongest breastplates, and even, 
through stone walls, where not of uncommon thickness." 

"Enough," said the Emperor; "we have seen with 
our own eyes the lances of FxankiBh knights^ and the 
cross-bows of their in^smtry. If Heaven has allotted 
them a decree of bravery, which to other nations seems 
•wellnigh preternatural, the Divine will has given to the 
Greek ooimcilB that wisdom which it hath refused to 
barbarians ; the art of achieving conquest by wisdom 
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laiher than brute fozce — obtaining by our skill in trsaty 
adyantagw whiob victory itself could not have procured* 
If we bare not tlie use of that dreadful weapon, which 
our son-in-law terms the cross-how, Heaven, in its favour, 
has concealed from these western barbarians the compo- 
sition and use of the Greek firer-well so called, since 
by Grecian hands alone it is prepared, and by such only 
can its liglitnings be darted upon the a.stouished foe." 
The Emperor paused, and looked ai ound Li in ; and 
although the faces of his counseUors still looked blank, 
be boldly proceeded : — But to return yet again to this 
black scroll, containing the names of those nations who 
approacli our frontier, here occur more than one with 
which, methinks, old memory should make us familiar, 
thougb our recollections are distant and confused. It 
becomes us to know who these men are^ that we may 
avail ourselves of those feuds and quarrels among them, 
which, being blown into life, may happily divert them 
irom the prosecution of this extraordinary attempt in 
which they are now united. Here is, for example, one 
Bober^ sfyled Duke of Normandy, who commands a 
goodly band of counts, with which title we are but too 
well acquainted ; of earhy a word totally strange to us, 
but apparently some barbaric title of honour ; and of 
knights, whose names are compounded, as we think, 
chiefly of the French language, but also of another 
jargon, which we are liut ourselves competent to under- 
stand. To you, most reverend and most learned Pa- 
triarch, we may fittest apply for information on this 
subject" 

x2 
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The duties of my station," replied the patriaich 
Zosinras, ^ have withheld my riper yean from studying 

the history of distant realms ; but tlie wise Agelastes, 
who hath read as many volumes as would fill the slielves 
of the famous Alexandrian library, can no doubt satisfy 
your Imperial Mi^est/s inquiriea'* 

Agelastes erected himself on those enduring legs 
which had procured him the surname of Elephant, and 
began a reply to the inquiries of the Emperor, rather 
remarkable for readiness than accuracy. " I have read," 
said he, '<in that brilliant minor which leflects the 
time of our &theT8> the volumes of the learned Procopius, 
that the people separately called Normans and Angles 
are in truth the same race, and that Normandy, some- 
times BO called^ is in &ct a part of a district of GauL 
Beyond, and nearly opposite to ii^ but separated by an 
arm of the sea, lies a ghastly region, on which clouds 
and tempests for ever rest, and which is well known to 
its continental neighbours as the abode to which de- 
parted spirits are sent after this life. On one side of 
the strait dwell a few fishermen, men possessed of a 
strange charter, and enjoying singular privileges, in 
consideration of their being the living ferrymen who, 
performing the office of the hcatlieu Charon, carry the 
spirits of the departed. to the island which is their 
residence after death. At the dead of night, these 
fishermen are, in rotation, summoned to perform the 
duty by which they seem to hold the permission to 
reside on this strange coast. A knock is heard at the 
door of his cottage who holds the turn of this mn gnli^i . 
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service, soonded hy no mortal hand. A wluspering, 
as of a decaying breeze, summons the ferryman to his 
duty. He hastens to his bark on the sea-shore, and 
has no sooner latmchod it than he perceiTes its hoU 
sink sensibly in the water, so as to expiess the -weight 
of the dead Tfith whom it is filled. No form is seen, 
and though voices are heard, yet the accents are undis- 
tiDguishable^ as of one who speaks in his sleep. Thus 
he traversetf the strait between the continent and the 
island, impressed with the mystexioiis awe which afibcts 
the living when they are conscious of the presence of 
the dead. They arrive upon the opposite coast, where 
the difb of white chalk form a strange contrast with 
the eternal darVneiwi of the atmo(q[>heie. They stop al 
a landing-place appointed, bat disembark not^ fi>r the 
land is never trodden by earthly leet. Here the passage- 
boat is gradually lightened of its unearthly inmates, 
who wander forth in the wie^ appointed to them, while 
the marinen slowly letum to their own side of the 
straity having performed for the time this singular 
service, by which thoy hold their fishing-huts and their 
possessions on that stiange coast'' Here he ceased, and 
the Emperor repHed, — 

If this legend be actually told ns by Procopins, 
most learned Agelastes, it shows that that celebrated 
historian came more near the heathen tlian the Chris- 
tian belief respecting the future state. In truth, this 
is little more than the did &ble of the infernal Styx. 
Procopins, we believe, lived before the decay of hea- 
thenism, and, as we would gladly disbelieve much 

u 3 
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which, he hath told ns zespectmg our anoestor and pie- 
deceaaor Justmian, so we will not pay him muGh credit 
in fiitaie in point of geographiqal knowledge.— Mean* 

while, what ails thee, Achilles Tatius, and whj doet 
thou whisper with that soldier 1" 

«My head^" answered Achilles Tatiii% ''is at yonr 
imperial command, prompt to pay for the nnbecoming 
trespass of my tongue. I did but ask of this Hereward 
here what he knew of this matter ; for I have heard my 
Varangians repeatedly call themselves Anglo-Danes, 
Nonnans^ Bnton% or some other harbario epithet^ and 
I am sure that one or other, or it may be all, of these 
barbarous sounds, at different times, serve to designate 
the birth-place of these exiles, too happy in being 
banished from the darkness of barbariam^ to the luminr 
oua vicinily of yoor imperial preBence.** 

''Speak, then, Varangian, in the name of Heaven,*^ 
said the Emperor, "and let us know whether we are to 
look for fdends or enemies in those men of Normandy 
who are now approaching onr j&ontier. Speak with 
courage^ man; and if thou apprehendest danger, re- 
member thou serrest a prince well qualified to protect 
thee." 

" Since I am at liberty to speak," answered the life- 
guardsman, '* although my knowledge of the Greek lan- 
guage, which you teim the Bmnan, is but slight^ I trust 

it is enough to demand of his Imperial Highness, in 
place of all pay, donative, or gift whatsoever, since he 
l\as been pleased to talk of designing such for me, that 
1^ would place me in the first line of battle which shall 
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be fi»med against tliese same Kbnnans, and their Dnke 

Robert ; and if he pleases to allow me the aid of such 
Varangians as, for love of me, or hatred of their ancient 
tyrants, may be disposed to join their arms to mine, 
I have little doubt so to settle oni long accoants with 
these men, that the Chreeian eagles and wolves shall 
do them the last office, by tearing the £esh &om their 
bones." 

''What dieadM feud is this, my soldier/' said the 
Emperor, ^'tliat after so many years still dxiyes thee 
to sneb extremities wben the very name of Kormandy 

is mentioned ? " 

"Your Imperial Highness shall be judge/' said the 
YaiangiaiL "My £itheis, and those <tf most, though 
not all of the corps to whom I bidong^ axe descended 
from a Taliant race who dwelt in the north of Germany, 
called Anglo-Saxons. Nobody, save a priest possessed 
of the art of consulting ancient chronicles, can even 
gaess how long it is since they came to the island of 
Britain, then distracted with civil war. Tkej came, 
however, on the petition of the natives of the island, 
for the aid of tlie Angles was requested by the southern 
inhabitants. Provinces were granted in recompense of 
the aid thus liberally afforded, and the greater propor> 
tion of the island became, by degrees, the property of 
the Anglo-Saxons, who occupied it at first as several 
principalities, and latterly as one kingdom, speaking 
the language, and observing the law% of rnoqt of those 
who now form your imperial body-guard of Varangians, 
or exiles, in process of time, the Northmen became 
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known to tlie people of the moie southern climates. 
They were so called from their coming from the distant 
r^ons of the Baltic Sea — an immeiue ocean, some- 
times frozen with ice a.s hard as the cliits of Mount 
Caucasus. They came seeking milder regions than 
nature had assigned them at home ; and the climate of 
Fiance beiog delightfnly and its people alow in battle, 
they extorted from them the grant of a large proyinoe, 
which was, from the name of the new settlers, called 
Kormandy, though I have heard my father say that was 
not its proper appellatioiL They settled theie under a 
Dnkfi^ who acknowledged the sapexior anthoiily of the 
King of France, that is to say, obeying him when it 
suited his convenience so to do. 

" Now, it chanced many years since^ while these two 
nations of If ormans and Anglo-Saxons were quietly 
residing upon different sides of the salt-water channel 
which divides France ftom England, that William, 
Duke of Normandy, suddenly levied a large army, came 
over to jbLent, which is on the opposite side of the 
channel, and there defeated in a great hatUe, Haxoid, 
who was at that time King of the Anglo-Saxon& It 
is but grief to tell what followed Battles have been 
fought in old time, that have liad dreadful results, 
which years, nevertheless, could wash away ; but at 
Hastings— 0 wo's mel — ^the banner of my country 
fell) never again to be raised up. Oppression has driven 
her wheel over us. All that was valiant amongst us 
have left the land ; and of Englislunen — for such is 
our proper designation — no one remains in England 
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save as the thiaU of the iniradeans. Manymenof Daniah 
deeoenty who bad found their way on diffeotent ocoasioiiB 

to England, were blended in the common calamity. 
All was laid desolate by the command of the victors. 
My HEUihor'a home lies now au undistinguished ruin, 
amid an eztenfiiye forest^ composed oat of what weie 
formerly &ir fields and domestic pastares, where a 
manly race derived nourishment by cultivating a 
friendly soil. Tlie fire has destroyed the church where 
sleep the fathers of my race ; and I, the last of their 
liniBy am a wondeier in other climateB — a fighter of the 
hattles of others — the servant of a foreigii, thongh 
a kind niabter; in a word, one of the banished — a 
Varangian." 

Happier in that station," said Achilles TatiuSy 
"than in all the barbaiio simplicity which your fbre* 
fathers prized so highly, since you are now under the 

cheering influence of that smile which is the life of the 
world/' 

It ayails not talking of this," said the Yaiangian, 
with a cold gestora 

These Normans,'' said the Emperor, ''are tiien the 

people by whom the celebrated island of Britain is now 
conquered and governed 1" 

It is hut too true/' answered the Yaiangian. 

They are, then, a hraye and wadike people )" — said 
Alexius. 

** It would be base and false to say otherwise of an 
enemy/' said Hereward. " Wrong have they done me, 
and a wrong never to he atoned; hat to qieakfidsehood. 
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of them wete bat a woman's vengoanoe. Mortal en^ 
mks as they are to me, and minglmg with all my 

recollections as that which, is hatefiil and odious, yet 
were the troops of Europe mustered, as it seems they 
are likely to be, no nation or tribe dared in gallantry 
daim the advance of the haughty Norman.** 

''And this Dnke Bohert^ who is he t** 

** That/' answered the Varangian, " I cannot so well 
explain. He is the son — the eldest son, as men say, of 
the tyrant William^ who subdued England when I 
hardly existed, or was a child in the eiadle. That 
Wmiam, the victor of Ebistings, is now dead, we are 
assured by concurring testimony; but while it seems 
his eldest son Duke Eobert has become his heir to the 
Dnchy of Normandy, some other of his children have 
beensofortonateas to acquire the throne of Ei^gland, — 
unless, indeed, like the petty feam of some obscure 
yeoman, the fair kingdom has been divided among the 
tyrant 8 issacu*' 

''Concerning this," said the Emperor, "we haye 
heard somethings which we .shall try to reconcile with 
the soldier's narrative at leisure, holding the words of 
this honest Varangian as positive proof, in whatsoever 
he avers irom his own knowledge. — And now, my 
gxave and worthy comasellors, we mnst dose this eyen- 
ingf s service in the Temple of the Mnses^ this distress- 
ing news, brought us by our dearest son-in-law the 
Caesar, having induced us to prolong our worship of 
these learned goddesses, deeper into the night than is 
oonsirtent with the health of our beloved wife and 
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daughter; wliile to our- 
selves, this intelligence 
brings subject for grave 
deliberation." 

The courtiers exhaust- 
ed their ingenuity in 
forming the most ingeni- 
ous prayers, that all evil 
consequences should be 
averted which could at- 
tend this excessive vigi- 
lance. 

Nicephorus and his 
fair bride spoke together 
as a pair equally desirous 
to close an accidental 
breach between them. 
** Some things thou hast 
said, my Caesar,'^ ob- 
served the lady, *^ in de- 
tailing this dreadful in- 
telligence, as elegantly 
turned as if the nine 
goddesses, to whom this 
temple is dedicated, had 
lent each her aid to the 
sense and expression." 

" I need none of their 
assistance," answered Ni- 
cephorus, " since I pos- 
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8688 ft muse of my own, in whoee genius are indnded 
all those attribates which lihe lieatheos yainlj ascribed 

to the nine deities of Parnassus ! " 

** It is well," said the fair historian, retiiing by the 
asdstaood of hei hnsband'a am ; " but if you will load 
your wife with praises ftr beyond her merits, you mnsfc 

lend her your arm to support her under the weighty 
burden you have been pleased to impose.** 

The council j^arted when the imperial persons had 
retiied, and most of them sought to indsmui^ them* 
selyes in more free though less dignified circles, Ibr the 
constraint which they had practised in the Temple of 
the Muses. 




Digitized by G 



COUNT BOBEKI OF PAiOS 



173 



ClIAriEIi TliE SIXTH. 

Vain man ! thou mayst esteem thy love as fair 

As fond hyperboleH suffice to raise. 

She may l»o all that's matchless in her person, 

And all-tlivine in houI to match her bodv : 

But take this from me — thou 8halt never call licr 

Superior to her sex, while one aurvivea, 

And I am her true votary. 

Old Plat. 

AcuiLLEs Tatius, with his faithful Varangian close by 
his shoulder, melted from the dispersing assembly 
silently and almost invisiblyy as snow is dissolved from 
its Alpine abodes as the days become more genial No 
lordly step, or clash of armour, betokened the retreat of 
the military persons. The very idea of the necessity of 
guards was not ostentatiously brought forward, because, 
so near the presence of the Emperor, the emanation 
supposed to flit around that divinity of earthly sove- 
reigns, had credit for rendering it impassive and un- 
assailable. Thus the oldest and most skilful courtiers, 
among whom our friend Agelastes was not to be for- 
gotten, were of opinion, that^ although the Emperor 
employed the ministry of the Varangians and other 
guards, it was rather for form's sake, than from any 
danger of the commission of a crime of a kind so 
heinous, that it was the fashion to account it almost 
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impossible. And this doctrine, of the rare occurrence 
of Budi a crime, was repeated from month to month, in 
those yeay chamben^ where it had oftener than once 
been perpetrated, and sometimes by the very persons 

who monthly laid schemes for carrying some dark 
conspiracy against the reigning Emperoi into positive 
execution. 

At length the captain of the life-goaidsmen, and his 

faithful attendant, found themselves on the outside of 
the Blacquornal Palace. Tlie passage which Achillea 
found for their exit, was closed by a postern whicli a 
single Varangian shut behind then^ drawing, at the 
same time, bolt and bar with an ill-omened and jarring 
sound. Looking Lack at the mass of turrets, battle- 
ments, and spires, out of which they had at length 
emerged, Hereward could not but feel his heart lighten 
to find himself once more under the deep blue of a 
Grecian heaven, where the planets vme burning with 
unusual lustre. He sighed and rubbed his hands with 
pleasure, like a man newly restored to liberty. He 
even spoke to his leader, contiaiy to his custom, unless 
addressed : Methinks the air of yonder halls, valorous 
Captain, carries with it a perfome, which, though it 
may be well termed sweet, is so suffocating, as to be 
more suitable to sepulchrous chambers, than to the 
dwellings of men. Happy I am that I am firee^ as I 
trusty horn its influences.'' 

Be happy, then," said Achilles Tatius, " since thy 
vile, cloddish spirit feels suffocation rather than refresh- 
ment in gales, which, instead of causing death, might 
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lecall the dead tiiemselyeB to life. Yet this I will eaj 
for thee, HeTewaid, that, born a barbarian, within the 

narrow circle of a savage's desires and pleasures, and 
having no idea of life, save what thou dehvest from 
such Tile and base connexions, thou ari^ nevertheless, 
designed by Batuie for better things, and hast this day 
sustained a trial, in which, 1 fear me, not even one of 
mine own noble corps, frozen as they are into lumps of 
iinfashioned barbarity, could have equalled thy bearing, 
^d speak now in true faith, hast not thou been 
rewarded 1 ** 

Tliat will I never deny," said the Varangian. " The 
pleasure of knowing, twenty-four huui-s perhaps before 
my comrades, that the JS^ormans are coming hither to 
afford us a full revenge of the bloody day of Hastings, 
is a lordly recompense for the task of spending some 
hours iu hearing the lengthened chat of a lady, who has 
written about she knows not what, and the flattering 
commentaries of the bystanders, who pretended to give 
her an aeeount of what they did not themselves stop to 
witness.'' 

** Hereward, my good youth," said Achilles Tatius, 
"thou ravest, and I think I should do well to place 
thee under the custody of some person of skilL Too 
much hardihood, my valiant soldier, is in sobemess 
allied to overdaring. It was only natural that thou 
shouldst feel a becoming pride in thy late position ; 
yet, let it but taint thee with vanity, and the effect will 
be little short of madnesa Why, thou hast looked 
boldly in the face of a Princess bom in the purple. 
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before whom my own eyes, thongh well used to sochspec- 
tadea, are never raised beyond the foldings of her veil.** 
" So be it in the name of Heaven ! " replied Here- 
ward. ^Nevertheless, handsome fiaces were made to 
look upon, and the eyes of young men to see withaL" 

If snch be their final end,** said Achilles, ^never 
did thine, I will freely suppose, find a richer apology 
for the somewhat overbold license which thou tookest 
in thy gaze npon the Princess this evening/' 

Good leader, or Follower, wbichefver is your 
▼onrite title,'' said the Anglo-Briton, ''drive not to 
extremity a plain man, who desires to hold his duty in 
aU honour to the imperial family. The Princess, wife 
of the Csosar, and bora, yon tell me^ of a purple colour, 
bas now inherited, notwithstandii^, the features of a 
most lovely woman. She liath coin posed a history, of 
which I presume not to form a judgment, since 1 cannot 
understand it; she sings like an angel; and to can> 
dnde, after the &8hion of tiie knigihts of this day^ 
though I deal not ordinarily with their language— I 
would say cheerfully, that I am rt^ady to place mysell 
in lists against any one whomsoever, who dares detract 
from the beauty of the imperial Anna Comnena's person, 
or fiomthe virtaes of hermind Having said ihi% my 
noble captain, we have said all that it is competent for 
you to inquire into, or for me to answer. That there 
are handsomer women than the Princess, is unques- 
tionable ; and I question it the less, that I have myself 
seen a person whom I think far her snperior; and witb 
that let us close the dialogue." 

VOL. XLVI. N 
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" Thy beautj, thou unparalleled fool," said Achilles, 
^'must^ I ween, be the daughter of the laige-bodied 
northern boor, living next door to him upon whose 
fisirm was brought up the person of an ass, curst mth 
such intolezabia want of judgment.'* 

You may say your pleasure^ captain," replied Here- 
mad; '^because it is the safer for us both that tiiou 
canst not on such a topic either offend me, who hold 
thy judgment as light as thou canst esteem mine, or 
speak any derogation of a peison whom you never saw, 
but whom, if you had seen, peichance I mi^t not so 
patiently haTe broo]Eed any reflections upon, even at 
the hands of a military superior." 

Achilles Tatius had a good deal of the penetration 
neoessaiy for one in his situation. He never provoked 
to extremity the daring spuits whom he commanded, 
and never used any freedom with them beyond the 
extent that he knew their patience could bear. Here- 
ward was a favourite soldier, and had, in that respect 
at least, a sincere liking and regard for his commander: 
when, thflzefbre, the Follower, instead of resenting his 
petulance, good-humouredly apologized for having hurt 
his feelings, the momentary displeasure between them 
was at an end ; the ofQ.cer at once reassumed his 
superiorily, and the soldier sunk back with a deep sigh, 
given to some period which was long pasi^ into his 
wonted silence and reserve. Indeed the Follower had 
another and further design upon Hereward, of which 
he was as yet unwilling to do more than give a distant 
hint 
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After a long pauses daiing wMch thej appxoached 
the barracks, a gloomy fortified building constructed for 

the residence of their corps, the captain motioned his 
soldier to draw close up to his side, and proceeded to 
ask him, in a conMeutial tone-^** Hereward, my Mend, 
although it is ecaioe to be supposed that in the presence 
of the imperial &mily thou shouldst mark any one who 
tlid not partake of their blood, or rather, as Homer has 
it^ who did not participate of the divine icIioTf which, 
in their sacred persons^ supplies the place of that 
Tulgar fluid; yet^ during so loj^ an audience^ thou 
mightst possibly, from his uncourtly person and attire, 
have distinguished Agelastes, whom wo courtiers call 
the Elephant, from his strict observation of the rule 
which forbids any one to sit down or rest in the Imperial 
presence)" 

" I think," replied the soldier, " I marked the man 

you mean ; his age was some seventy aud upwards, — a 
big burly person ; — and the baldness which reached to 
the top of his head was well atoned for by a white 
beard of prodigious sue, which descended in waving 
curls over his breast, and reached to the towel with 
which his loins were girded, instead of the silken sash 
used by other persons of rank," 

Most accurately marked, my Varangian," said the 
officer. What else didst thou note about this person 9 " 
" His cloak was in its texture as coarse as that of the 
meanest of the people, but it was strictly cle^n, as if it 
had been the intention of the wearer to exhibit poverty, 
or carelessness and contempt of dresa^ avoiding, at the 

k2 
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lame tune^ eray paitienlar which implied anything 

negligent, sordid, or disgosting." 

** By St. Sophia J " said the ollicer, " thou astonishest 
me ! The Prophet Balaam was not more surprised 
when his ass tamed round her head and spoke to him ! 
— And what else didst thoa note oonceming this man t 
I see those who meet thee must beware of thy obserra^ 
tion, as well as of thy battle-axe." 

"K it please your valour," answered the soldier, 
we English haye eyes as well as hands ; but it is only 
when discharging our duty that we pennit our tongnes 
to dwell on what we have observed. I noted but little 
of this man's conversation, but from what I heard, it 
seemed he was not unwilling to play what we call the 
jester, or jack-paddings in the conyersationy a character 
which, oonsidiRring the man's age and physiognomy, is 
not, I should be tempted to say, natural, but assumed 
for some purpose of deeper import" 

Heiewaid," answered his ofidcer, thou hast spoken 
like an angel sent down to examine men's bosoms: 
tiiat man, Agelastes^ is a contiadiction, such as earUi 
has seldom witnessed. Possessing all that wisdom 
which in former times united the sages of this nation 
with the gods themselves, Agelastes has the same 
cunning as the elder Bratus, who disguised his talents 
under the semblance of an idle jester. He appears to 
seek no ofl&ce — ^he desires no consideration — ^he pays 
suit at court only when positively required to do so ; 
yet what shall I say, my soldiei^ concerning the cause 
of an influence gained without apparent efiFort^ and 
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extending almost into the very thonghts of men, who 
appear to act as he would desire, without his soliciting 
them ioi that purpose 1 Men say strange things cou- 
oenung the extent of his commnnicatioiis with other 
beings, whom onr others worshipped with prayer and 
sacrifice. I am determined, however, to know the road 
by which he climbs so high and so easily towards the 
point to which all men aspire at court, and it will go 
hard but he shall either share his ladder with me, or I 
will strike its support firom tmder him* Thee, Here- 
ward, I have chosen to assist me in this matter, a^ the 
knights among these Frankish infidels select, when 
going upon an adventure, a sturdy squire^ or inferior 
attendant^ to share the dangers and the recompense; 
and this I am moved to, as much by the shrewdness 
thou hast this night manifested as by the courage 
which thou mayst boast^ in common with, or rather 
beyond, thy companions." 

"Lam obliged, and I thank your valour/' replied 
the Varangian, more coldly perhaps than his officer ex- 
pected ; " I am ready, as is my duty, to serve you in 
any thing consistent with God and the Emperor's 
claims upon my service. I would only say, that^ as a 
sworn inferior soldier, I will do nothing contrary to the 
laws of the empire, and, as a sincere though ignorant 
Christian, I will have nothing to do with the gods of 
the heathens, save to deiy them in the name and strength 
of the holy saints." 

'"Idiotl" said Achilles Tatius, dost thou think that 
I, already possessed of one of the first dignities of the 
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empire, could meditate any 
thing contrary to the interests 
of Alexius Conmenus) or, what 
would be scarce moie atrocious^ 
that I, the chosen fnend and 
j ally of the reverend Patriarch 
J Zosimus, should meddle with 
I any thing bearing a relation, 
however remote^ to heresy or 
idolatry ? 

"Truly," ans"wered the Va- 
langiaUy ''no one would be 
more snrprised or grieved than 
I' I should ; but when we walk 
in a labyrinth, we must assume 
and announce that we have a 
steady and forward puipose, 
which is one mode at least of 
keeping a straight path. The 
people of this country have so 
many ways of saying the same 
thing, that one can hardly know 
at last what is their real mean- 
ing. We English, on the otiier 
hand, can uidy express ourselves 
in one set of words, but it is 
one out of which all the in- 
genuity of the world could not 
extract a double meaning." 
. . ** * Tis well," said his officer, 



Digitized by GoggI 



COVm BOBEBT OF PABIB 



183 



to-moxiow WB "Will talk more of thia^ for which pur- 
pose thon wilt come to my quarters a little after sanset 

iVnd, hark theo, to-morrow, while the sun is in heaven, 
shall be thine own, either to sport thyself or to repose. 
Employ thy time in the lattei^ by my advice, since to- 
morrow n^t^ like the present^ may find ns both 
watchers." 

So saying, they entered the barracks, where they 
parted company — the commander of the life-guards 
taking his way to a splendid set of apartments which 
belonged to him in that capacity^ and the An^^o-Saxon 
seeking his more hnmble aooommodatioDS as a sabaltem 
officer of the same corps. 
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTH. 



Such forces met not, nor so vast a camp, 

When Agrican, with all his Northern powers, 

Besieged Albracca, as romances tell. 

The city of Gallaphron, from thence to win 

The fairest of her sex, Angelica, 

HiB dang^ter, sought by many prowonTd loiights, 

Both FbymxDf and the Peen of Charlemagna. 

I 

£ablt on fhe morning of fhe day following that which 

we have coramcmorated, the Imperial Council was as- 
sembled, where the number of general officers with 
sounding titles, disguised under a thin veil the leal 
weakness of the Grecian empiie. The commanders 
were numerous, and the distinctions of their rank 
minute, but the soldiers were very few in comparison. 

The offices formerly filled by prefects, praetors, and 
questoxs^ were now held hy persons who had gradually 
risen into the authcnity of those officers, and who^ 
though designated f^m their domestic duties about the 
Emperor, yet, from that very circumstance, possessed 
what^ in that despotic court, was the most effectual 
source of power. A long train of officeis entered the 
great ball of the Castle of Blacquemal, and proceeded 
so far together as their different grades admitted, while 
in each chamber thiough which they passed in succes* 
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mon, a eertain number of the tndn whose rank permitted 
them to advance no farther, remained behind the others. 
Thus, when the interior cabinet of audienco was gained, 
^hich was not until their passage through ten ante- 
xoomfl^ fiye peraons only found themselyes in the pie- 
sence of the Emperor in this innermost and most sacred 
recess of royalty, decorated by all the splendour of the 
period. 

The Emperor Alexius sat upon a stately throne, rich 
with barbaric gems and gold, and flanked on either 
hand, in imitation probably of Solomon's magnificence, 

with the form of a couchaiit lion in the same precious 
metaL Not to dwell upon other marks of splendour, 
a tree whose trunk seemed also of gold, shot up behind 
the throne^ which it orercanopied with its branches. 
Amid the boughs were birds of yarions kinds enriously 
wrought and enamelled, and fruit composed ot precious 
stones seemed to glisten among the leaves. Eive officers 
alone, the highest in the state^ had the privilege of 
entering this sacred recess when the Emperor beld 
council These were-^the Grand Domestic, who might 
be termed of rank with a modern prime minister — the 
Logothete, or chancellor — the Protospatliaire, or com- 
mander of the guards^ akeady mentioned — the Acolyte^ 
or Follower, and leader of the Yarangians — and the 
Patriarch. 

Tlie doors of this secret apartment, and the adjacent 
antechamber, were guarded by six deformed iJubian 
slaves^ whose writhen and withered countenances fixrmed 
a hideous contrast with their snow-white dresses and 
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splendid equipment. They were mutes, a species of 
wretclies borrowed from the despotism of the East, that 
they might be unable to piodaim the deeds of tyxtaasj 
of which they were the imscrapnloiiB agents. They 
were gonci;illy held in a kind of horror, rather than 
compassion, for men considered that slaves of this sort 
had a malignant pleasure in avenging upon others the 
iziepazable 'wiongg which had aevexed themselyes ftam 
humanity. 

It was a gtmeral custom, though, like many other 
usages of the Greeks, it would be held cMldish in 
modem times, that by means of machinery easily con- 
ceiTedy the lions, at the entrance of a stranger, were 
made, as it were, to loose themselves and roar, after 
which a wind seemed to rustle the foliage of the tree, 
the birds hopped from branch to branch, pecked the 
fniit, and appeared to M the chamber with their 
carolling. This display had alarmed many an ignorant 
foreign ambassador, and even the Grecian counsellors 
themselves were expected to display tlie same sensa- 
tions of fear, succeeded by surprise, when they heard 
the roar of the lions, followed by the concert of the 
birds, although perhaps it was for the fiftieth time. 
On this occasion, as a proof of the urgency of the 
present meeting of the council, these ceremonies were 
entirely omitted. 

The speech of the Emperor himself seemed to sapply 
by its commencement the bellowing of the lions, while 
it ended in a biram more resembling the warbling of 
the birds. 
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In his first sentences, lie treated of the andacity and 
unheard-of boldness of the millions of Franks, who, 
under the pretence of wresting Palestine from the 
infidel^ had yentared to invade the sacied teizitoiies 
of the empire. He threatened them with sach chastise- 
ment as his innunicrabie forces and ofScers would, he 
affirmed, find it easy to inflict To all this the audience^ 
and especially the militaij officers^ gaye symptoms of 
leady assent 

Alexins, however, did not long persist in the warlike 

intentions wliich he at first avowed. Tlie Franks, he 
at length seemed to reflect, were, in profession, Chris- 
tians. They might possibly be serious in their pretext 
of the crusade, in which case their motives claimed a 
degree of indulgence, and, although erring, a certain 
portion of respect. Their numbers also were great, 
and their valour could not be despised by those wlio 
had seen them fight at Durazzo/ and elsewhere. They 
might also, by the permission of Supreme Providence, 
be, in the long run, the instruments of advantage to tlie 
most sacred empii'e, though they approached it with 
so little ceremony. He had, therefore, mingling the 
virtues of prudence, humanity, and generosity, with 
that valour which must always bum in the heart of an 
Emperor, foniiod a plan, wliicli he was about to submit 
to their consideration, for present execution ; and, in 
the first place, he requested of the Grand Domestic, to 

* For the battle of Diirazzo, Oct. lOSl, in which Alexius was 
defeated with gri'at slaughter hy llohert (iuiscard, and escaped 
only by the swiftneas of his horse, see Gibbon, ch. 56. 
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let him know what forces he might count upon on the 
western side of the Bosphoras. 

" Innumerablo are the forces of the empire as the 
stars in heaven, or the sand on the searshore," answered 
the Grand Domestic. 

« That is a goodly answer/' said the Emperor^ ^pro- 
idded there were strangers present at this conference , 
but since we hold consultation in private, it is neces- 
saiy that I know precisely to what number that army 
amounts which I have to rely npon. Beserve yonr 
eloquence tUl some fitter timey and let me Imow 
what you, at this present momeni^ mean by the word 
innumerahleV^ 

The Grand Domestic paused^ and hesitated for a 
short space ; but as he became aware that the moment 
was one in which the Emperor could not be trifled 
with, (for Alexius Comnenus was at times dangerous,) he 
answered thus, but not without hesitation. — " Imperial 
master and lord, none better knows that such an answer 
cannot be hastily made^ if it is at the same time to be 
correct in its resulta The number of the inipLrial 
host betwixt this city and the western frontier of the 
empire, deducin.ix those absent upon furlougli, cannot 
be counted upon as amounting to more than twenty- 
five thousand men, or thirty thousand at most'' 

Alexius struck his for^ead with his hand ; and the 
counsellors, seeing him give way to such violent ex- 
pressions of grief and surprise, began to enter into 
discussions, which they would otherwise have Toserved 
for a fitt^ place and time. 
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^ the tiast your Highnesa lepoees in me," said 
Uie Logothete, there has heen drawn from your 

Highnesses cotiera during the last year gold enough to 
pay double tlie number of the armed warriors whom 
the Grand Domestic now mentions.'' 

^'Tonr Imperial Hig^meaSy'^ retorted the impeached 
minister, with no small animation, '^will at once re- 
member the stationary garrisons, in ad'iition to tlie 
movable troops, for which this £gure-caster makes no 
allowano&" 

Peace» both of you ! " said Alexius, composing him- 
self hastily; ^our actual numbers are in truth less than 

we counted on, but kit us not by wrangling augment the 
difi&culties of the time. Let those troops be dispersed 
in Talleys, in passes, behind ridges of hills, and in diffi- 
cult ground, where a little art being used in the position, 
can make few men supply the appearance of numbers, 
between this city and the western frontier of the empire. 
While this disposal is made, we will continue to adjust 
with these crusaders, as they call themselves, the terms 
on which we will consent to let them pass through our 
dominions ; nor are wc without hope of negotiating 
with them, so as to gain great advantage to our king- 
donL We will insist that they pass through our countiy 
only by armies of perhaps fifty thousand at once, whom 
we will successiyely transport into Asia, so that no 
greater number shall, by assembling beneath our walls, 
ever endanger the safety of the metropolis of the world. 

"On their way towards the banks of the Bosphoms, 
we will supply them with provisional if they march 
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peaceably, and in oider ; and if any straggle from their 
standards, or insult the country by manrading, we sap- 
pose our valiant peasants will not hesitate to repress 
their excesses, and that without our giving positive 
orders, since we would not willingly be charged with 
any thing like a breach of engagement We suppose, 
also^ that the Scythians, Arabs, Syrians, and other 
mercenaries in our service, will not suffer our subjects 
to he overpowered in their own just defence ; as, besides 
that there is no justice in stripping our own country of 
provisions, in order to feed strangeis, we will not be 
surprised nor nnpardonably displeased to learn, that of 
the ostensible quantity of flour, some sacks should be 
found filled with chalk, or lime, or some such substance. 
It is, indeed, truly wonderful, what the stomach of a 
Frank will digest comfortably. Their guides, also, 
whom you shall choose with reference to such duty, 
will take care to conduct the crusaders by ditlicult and 
circuitous routes ; which will be doing them, a real 
service, by inuring them to the liardships of the country 
and dimate^ which they would otherwise have to face 
without seasoning. 

"In the iiieaiiliiiie, in your intercourse with their 
chiefs, whom they call counts^ each of whom thinks 
himself as great as an Emperoi; you will take care to 
give no offence to their natural presumption, and omit 
no opportunity of informing them of the wealth and 
bounty of our government. Sums of money may l)f-, 
even given to persons of note, and largesses of less avail 
to those imder them. You, our Logothete, will take 
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good order for this, and you, our Grand Domestic, will 
take cm that such soldiers as may cut off detached 
parties of the Eranks shall he presented, if poasihle, in 
savage dress, and under the show of infidels. In com- 
mending these injunctions to your ciire, I purpose that, 
the cruBaders having found the value of our Irieiidship, 
and also in aome sort the danger of our enmity, those 
whom we shall safely transport to Asi^ shall he, how- 
ever unwieldly, still a smaller and more compact body, 
whom we may deal with in all Christian prudence. 
Thus, by using fair words to one, threats to another, 
gold to the avaricious, power to the ambitious, and 
reasons to those that are capable of listening to them, 
we doubt not but to prevail upon those Franks, met as 
they are from a thousand points, and enemies of each 
other, to acknowledge us as their common superior, 
rather than choose a leader among themselves, when 
they are made aware of the great fact^ that every village 
in Palestine, from Dan to Beersheba, is the original 
property of the sacred Roman empire, and that what- 
ever Christian goes to war for their recovery, must go 
as our subject^ and hold any conquest which he may 
make, as our vassal Vice and virtue, sense and folly, 
ambition and disinterested devotion, will alike recom- 
mend to the survivors of these singular-minded men, to 
become the feudatories of the empire, not its foe, and 
the shield, not the enemy, of your paternal Emperor." 

There was a general inclination of the head among 
the courtiers, with, the Eastern exclamatiou oi, — " Long 
live the Emperor 1" 
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When, the mimniii 'of this applausiTe ezclaznation 
had subsided, Alexius proceeded : — ** Onoe moie, I 

say, that my faithful Grand Domestic, and those who 
act under him, will take care to commit the execution 
of such part of these oideis as may seem aggiessive, to 
troops of foroign appearance and language, which, I 
grieve to say, aro more numerous in our imperial army 
than our natural-born and oriliodox subjects." 

The Patriarch here interposed his opinion. — " Tliere 
is a consolation,'' he said, in the thought^ that the 
genuine Bomans in the imperial army are but few, since 
a trade so bloody as war, is most fitly prosecuted by 
those whose doctrines, cis well as their doings, on earth, 
merit eternal condemnation in the next world." 

'^Eerezend Patriarch,'' said the Emperor, "we would 
not willingly hold with the wild infidels, that Paradise 
is to be gained by the sabre ; nevertheless, we would 
hope that a Roman dying in battle for his religion and 
his Emperor, may iind as good hope of acceptation, after 
the mortal pang is over, as a man who dies in peace, 
and with unblooded hand.'' 

It is enough for me to say," resumed the Patriarch, 
" that the Church's doctrine is not so indulgent : she 
is herself peaceful, and her promises of favour are for 
those who have been men of peace. Yet think not I 
bar the gates of heaven against a soldier, as such, if 
believing all the doctrines of our Church, and comply- 
ing with all our observances; iar less would I condemn 
your Imperial Migesty's wise piecautious, both for 
diminishing the power and thinning the ranks of those 
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Latin heieticsi irho come hither to despoil us, and 
plunder perhaps both chnrch and temple, under the 

vain pretext that Heaven would permit them, stained 
with so many heresies, to reconquer that Holy Landj 
which true orthodox Chiiatianfi^ your Mcgesty's sacred 
predeeessors, have not heen enabled to retain &om the 
infidel. And well I trust that no settlement made 
xmder the Latins will be permitted by your Majesty 
to establish itself, in which the Cross shall not be 
elevated with limbs of the same lengthy instead of that 
irregular and most damnable error which prolongs, in 
western churches, the nether limb of that most holy 
embleuL" 

Beverend Patriarch,'' answered the Emperor, " do 
not deem that we think lightly of yoxa ma^ty scru- 
ples ; but the question is now, not in what manner we 

may convert those Latin heretics to the true faith, but 
how we may avoid being overrun by tlieir myriads, 
which lesemble those of the locusts by which their 
approach was preceded and intimated.*' • 

Your Majesty,** said the Patriarch, " will act with 
your usual wisdom ; " for my part, I have only stated 
my doubts, that I may save my o^vn soul alive." 

« Oar oonstroction," said the Emperor, " does your 
sentiments no wrong, most reverend Patriarch; and 
you," addressing himself to the other counsellors, " will 
attend to these separate charges given out for directing 
the execution of the commands which have been gone- 
Tally intimated to you. They are written ont in the 
sacred ink, and otir sacred subecription is duly marked 

VOL. XLVI. 0 
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with tiie fitting tinge of green and purple. Let theniy 

therefore, be strictly obeyed Ourselves will assume 
the command of such of the Immortal Bands as remain 
in the city, and join to them the cohorts of our faithful 
Vaxaiigian& At the head cf these tcoopfl^ we will await 
tiie airival of these strangers under the walls of the 
city, and, avoiding combat while our jjolicy can post- 
pone it, we will be ready, in case of the worst, to 
take whatsoever chance it shall please the Almighty to 
send ns/' 

Here the council hroke up, and the difibrmt chie& 

began to exert themselves in the execution of their 
various instructions, civil and military, secret or public, 
&yoQiable or hostile to the Gmsaders. The peculiar 
genius of the Grecian people was seen upon this ooea- 
sion. Their load and hoastfol talking corresponded 
with the ideas which tlie Emperor wished to enforce 
upon the crusaders concerning the extent of his power 
and resources. 2f or is it to he disguised, timt the wily 
selfishness cff most of those in the service of ^exius, 
endeavoured to find some indirect way of applying the 
imperial instruction, so as might best suit their own 
private ends. 

Meantime^ the news had gone abroad in Constan- 
tinople of the arrival of the huge misoellaneoas army of 

the west upon the limits of the Grecian empire, and of 
their purpose to pass to Palestine. A thousand reports 
magnified, if that was possible, an event so wonderful. 
Some said, that their ultimate view was the conquest of 
Aralna, the destruction of the Pkqphef s tomb^ and tlie 
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oonyeiaicm of his green banner into a horse-cloth for 
the King of France's brother. Others supposed that 

the niin and sack of Constantinople was the real object 
of the war. A third class thought it was in order to 
compel the Patriarch to submit himself to the Fope^ 
adopt the Latin fatm of the cross, and put an end 
to the schism. 

The Varangians enjoyed an addition to this won- 
derful news, seasoned as it everywhere was with some- 
thing peculiarly suited to the prejudices of the hearers. 
It ma gathered originally from what our friend Here- 
ward, who was one of their inferior officers, called ser- 
geants or constables, had suffered to transpire of what 
he had heard the preceding evening. Considering that 
the &ct must be soon matter of notoriety, he had no 
hesitation to give his comrades to understand that a 
iS^orman army was coming hither imder Duke Robert, 
the son of the far-fEimed William the Conqueror, and 
with hostile intentions, he concluded, against them in 
particular. like all other men in peculiar circum- 
stances, the Varangians adopted an explanation ap- 
plicable to their own condition. These Normans, who 
hated the Saxon nation, and had done so much to dis- 
hononr and oppress them, were now following them, 
they supposed, to the foreign capital where they had 
found refuge, with the purpose of making war on the 
bountiful prince who protected their sad remnant. 
Under this belief, many a deep oath was sworn in 
Korse and Anglo-SazoUy that their keen battie-azes 
should aveuge the daughter of Hastings^ and many a 

o 2 
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pledge, "both in wine and ale, was quaffed who should 
most (leei)ly resent, and most effectually revenf]fe, the 
wrongs which the i\jiglo-Saxons of iiiOgland had le- 
ceived at the hand of their oppressois. 

Herewaidy the antlior of this inteUigence, began soon 
to he sorry that he had ever suffered it to escape him, 
so cIorpIv ^v;ls lie cross-examined concrTnincj its precise 
import, by the inquiries of his comrades, from whom he 
thought himself oUiged to keep concealed the adven* 
tores of the preceding evening, and the place in which 
he had gained his information. 

About noon, wln'n he was effectually tired with, 
returning the same answer to the same questions^ and 
evading similar others which were repeatedly put to 
him, the sound of trumpets announced the presence of 
the Acolyte, Achilles Tatius, who came immediately, it 
was industriously whispered, from tlio sacred Interior, 
with news of the immediate approach of war. 

The Yaiangians, and the Eoman bands called Im^ 
mortal, it was said, were to form a camp under the city, 
in order to be prompt to defend it at the shortest 
notice. This put the whole barracks into commotion, 
each man making the necessary provision for tiie ap- 
proaching campaign. The noise was chiefly lhat of 
joyful bustle and acclamation ; and it was so general, 
that Hereward, whose rank permitted him to commit to 
a page or esquire the task of preparing his equipments, 
took the opportunily to leave the barracks^ in order to 
seelc some distant place apart from his comrades, and 
ei^oy his solitary reflections upon the singular coii- 
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ncxion into which he had been drawn, and his direct 
communication with the Imperial family. ' 




Passing through the narrow streets, then deserted on 
account of the heat of the sun, he reached at length 
one of those broad terraces, which, descending as it 
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weie hj steps, npon the maxgin of the Bosphoras^ 
Ibimed one of the most splendid walks in the nniyetse^ 

and stiU, it is believed, preserved as a public promenade 
for the pleasure of the Turks, as formerly for that of 
the Christians. These graduated terraces were planted 
with many trees, among which the cypress, as usual, 
was most generally cultivated* Here iMtnds of the 
inhabitants were to be seen : some passing to and fro, 
with business and anxiety in their faces ; some stand- 
ing still in groups, as if discussing the strange and 
* weighty tidings of tiie day, and some, with the indolent 
carelessness of an eastern dimate, eating their noontide 
refreshment in the shade, and spending their time as if 
their sole object was to make much of the day as it 
passed, and let the cares of to-monow answer for 
themselves. 

While the Varangian, a&aid of meeting some ao- 

(juaintance in this concourse, which would have been 
inconsistent with the desire of seclusion which, had 
brought him thither, descended or passed from one ter> 
race to another, all marked him with looks of curiosity 
and inquiry, considering him to be one, who, from his 
arms and connexion with the court, must necessarily 
know more than others concerning the aingiilAr invasion 
by numerous enemies, and from various quarters^ which, 
was the news of the day. None, however, had the 
hardihood to address the soldier of the guard, though 
all looked at him witli uncommon interest. lie walked 
from the lighter to the darker alleys, from the more 
closed to the more open terraces, without intermption 
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fKaa any one, yet not vitboat a feeling that lie must 
not consider himself as alone. » 

The desire that he felt to be solitary rendered him at 
last somewhat watcliful, so that he became sensible 
thai he was dogged by a black alaye^ a penonage not so 
nnficeqoent in the streets of Constantinople as to excite 
any particular notica His attention, howera*, being 
at length fixed on this individuid, he began to be 
desirous to escape his observation ; and the change of 
place which be had at first adopted to a?oid society in 
general, he had now xeoonrse to^ in order to rid himself 
of this distant, though apparently watchful attendant 
Still, however, though he by change of place had lost 
sight of the negro for a few minutes^ it was not long 
eie lie again discoTcved him at a distance too &r for a 
companion, bat near enough to serve all the purposes of 
a spy. Displeased at this, the Varangian turned short 
in his walk, and choosing a spot where none was in 
sight but the object of his resentment^ walked suddenly 
np to him, and demanded wherefore, and by whose 
orders, he presumed to dog his footsteps. The negro 
answered in a jargon as bad jis that in which he was 
addressed, though of a different kind, that he had 
orders to remark whither he went" 

Orders firom whom said the Vaiangian. 
Prom my master and yours," answered the negro, 
boldly. 

" Thou in£del villain I" exclaimed the angry soldier, 
^ when was it that we became fellow-servants, and who 
is it that than daiest to call my master!" 
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One who is masfcer of the world," said the aktve^ 
^ since he commands hi8«own passions.'' 

" I shall scarce coinjiiaud mine," said the Varangian, 
"if thou repliest to my earnest questions with thine 
affected quirks of philosophy. Once more, what dost 
thou want with me % and why hast thou the boldness 
to watch me 1" 

" I have told thco already/' said the slave, " that I do 
niy master's commands." 

But I must know who thy master ifl^" said Here- 
ward. 

^ He must tell thee that himseli^" replied the negro ; 
*' Ik; trusts not a poor slave like me with the purpose 
of the errands ou which he sends me.'' 

** He has left thee a tongue, howoTer/' said the Ya- 
jangiaDy " which some of thy oountxymen would, I thinly 
be glad to possess. Do not provoke me to abridge it 
by refusing me the information which I have a right to 
demand/' 

The black meditated, as it seemed iKm the grin on 
lus lace, forther evasions, when Hereward cut them 

short by raising the staff of his battle-axe. " Put me 
not," he said, **to dishonour myself by striking thee 
with tliis weapon, calculated fox a use so much more 
noble." 

may not do so, valiant sir," said the negro, laying 
aside an impudent, half-gibing tone which he liad 
hitherto made use of, and betraying personal fear in 
his manner. "If you beat the poor slave to death, 
you cannot learn what his master hath forbid him . to 



Digitized by 



OOUKT BOBERI OF PABIS 201 



telL A short walk will save your honour the stain, 
and yonnelf the trouble, of beating what cannot resist, 

and me the pain of eudurmg what I can neither retaliato 
nor avoid." 

Xiead on then«" said ^^f^ Vaxanffiau. £e assured 
thou shalt not fool me by thy lair word% and I will 
know the person who is impudent enough to assume 

the right of watching my motions.** 

The black walked on with a species of leer peculiar 
to hia physiognomy, which • might be oonstrued as 
expressive either of malioe or of mere humour. The 
Varangian followed him with some suspicion, for it 
happened that ho hact had httle intercourse with the 
unhappy race of AMca, and had not totally oveicome 
the feeling of suxprise with which he had at first re- 
garded them, when he aniyed a stranger from the 
north. So often did this man look back upon him 
during their walk, and with so penetrating and observ- 
ing a cast of countenance, that Herewaid felt irresistibly 
renewed in his mind the English prejudices^ which 
assigned to the demons the sable colour and distorted 
cast of visage of his conductor. The scene into which 
he was guided, strengthened an association which was 
not of itself unlikely to occur to the ignorant and martial 
islander. 

The negro led the way from the splendid terraced 
walks which we have described, to a path descending to 
the sea-shore, when a place appeared, which, far from 
being trimmed, like other parts of the coasts into walks 
of embankments^ seemed, on the contiaxy, abandoned 
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to n^glect^ and was coreied with tha mouldexing rains 
of antiquiij, where these had not heea oYexgrown by 
the hizoriant yegetation of the cHniate. These £rag- 

ments of building, occupying a sort of recess of the bay, 
were hidden by steep banks on each side, and although 
m &et they fonned part of the city, yet they were not 
seen from any part of and, embosomed in the manner 
we have described^ did not in tarn command any view 
of the churches, palaces, towers, and fortifications, 
amongst which they lay. The sight of this solitary^ 
and apparently deserted spol^ enonmbered with rains, 
and overgrown with cypress and other trees, sitoated as 
it was in the midst of a populous city, had something 
in it impressive and awful to the imagination. The 
ruins were of an ancient date, and in the style of a 
foreign people. The gigantic remains of a portico^ the 
mutilated fragments of statues of great sise, bat exe- 
cuted in a taste and attitude so narrow and barbaric 
as to seem perfectly the reverse of the Grecian, and the 
half-defaoed hieroglyphics which ooold be traced on 
some part of the decayed scalptare, oorroboiated the 
popular acooont of their origin, which we shall brieiiy 
detail 

According to tradition, this had been a temple dedi- 
cated to the Egyptian goddess Cybele, built while the 
Roman Empire was yet heathen, and while Constanti- 
nople was still called by the name of Byzaniaum. It 

is well known that the superstition of the Egyptians — 
vulgarly gross in its literal meaning as well as in its 
mystical interpretation, and peculiarly the foundation 
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oi many wild doctrines,— was disoimed by the prin- 
ciples of general toleration, and the system of polytheism 

received by Rome, and was excluded by repeated laws 
from the respect paid by the empire to almost every 
other religion, however eztiavagant or ahsnid. l^ever- 
thdesB^ these Ijgyptian rites had channs for the curious 
and the superstitions, and had, after long opposition, 
obtained a footing in the empire. 

Still, although tolerated, .the !E^Qrptian priests were 
rather consideied as sorcerers than as pontiff and their 
whole litaal had a nearer relation to magio in popular 
estimation, than to any regular system of devotion. 

Stained with these accusations, even among the 
heathen themselves, the worship of Egypt was held in. 
more mortal abhorrence by the Christians^ than the 
other and more rational kinds of heathen deyotion; 
that is, if any at all had a right to be termed so. The 
brutal worship of Apis and Cybele was regarded, not ' 
only as a pretext ibr obscene and proiiigate pleasures^ 
but as having a direct tendency to open and encourage 
a dangerous commerce with evil spirits^ who were sup- 
posed to take upon themselves, at these unhallowed 
altars, the names and characters of these foul deities. 
Not only, therefore, the temple of Cybele, with its 
gigantic portico^ its huge and inelegant statues, and its 
fantastic hieroglyphics, was thrown down and de&ced 
when the empire waa converted to the Christian laith, 
but the very ground on which it stood was considered 
as polluted and unhallowed ; and no Emperor having 
yet occupied the site with a Christian church, the place 
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still remarned neglected and deserted as we have 
desciibed it 

The Yarangian Hmward was perfectiy acquainted 

with the evil reputation oi the place ; and when the 
negro seemed disposed to advance into the interior of 
the ruins, he hesitated, and addressed his guide thus : — 
Hark thee,' my black firiend, these huge fiuitaatic 
images, some having dogs' heads, some cows' heads, and 
some no heads at all, are not lield reverently in popular 
estimation. Your own colour, also, my comrade, i& 
greatly too like that of Satan himselt^ to reiidec you an 
unsuspicious companion anud ruuu^ in which the &lse 
spirit, it is said, daily walks hss rounds. Midnight and 
Noon are the times, it is rumoured, of his appearance. 
I will go no farther with you, unless you assign me a 
fit reason for so doing." 

In making so childish a proposal," said the negro, 
" you take from me, in effect, all desire to guide you to 
my master. I thought I spoke to a man of invincible 
courage, and of that good sense upon which courage is 
best founded. But your valour only emboldens you to 
beat a black slave, who has neither strength nor title to 
roisibt you ; and your courage is not enough, to enable 
you to look without trembling on the dark side of 
a wall, even when the sun is in the heavens." 

Thou art insolent^'' said Hexewaid, raising his axe. 
' ^ And thou art foolish," said the negro, to attempt 
to prove thy manhood and thy wisdom by the very 
mode which gives reason for calling them both in ques- 
tion. I have already said thete can be little valour in 
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beating a wietoh like me; and no man, surely, who 
wishes to discover his way, would begin by dbasing 

away his guide." 

** I follow thee — " said Hereward, stung with the in- 
sinuation of cowardice ; ^' but if thou leadest me into 
a snaie^ thy ficee talk shall not saTe thy bones, if a 
thousand of thy complexion, firom earth or hell, were 
standing ready to back thee/' 

"Thou objeeU^st soioly to my complexion," said the 
negro ; " how knowest thou that it is, in fact, a thing 
to be odonted and acted upon as matter of reality) 
Thine own eyes daily apprize thee, that the colour of 
the sky nightly changes from bright to black, yet thou 
knowest that this is by no means owing to any habitual 
colour of the heavens themselves. The same change 
that takes place in the hue of the heavens, has existence 
in the tinge of the deep sea — How canst thou tell, but 
what the difference of my colour from thine own may be 
owing to some deceptions change of a similar nature — 
not real in itself but only creating an apparent reality V 
Thou mayst have painted thyself no doubt^" an- 
swered the Varangian, upon reflection, "and thy black- 
ness, therefore, may be oiily apparent ; but I think thy 
old friend himself could hardly have presented these 
grinning lips, with the white teeth and flattened nose, 
so much to the life^ unless that peculiarity of Nubian 
physiognomy, as they call it, had accurately and really 
an existence ; and to save thee some trouble, my dark 
friend, I will tell thee, that though thou speakest to an 
uneducated Varangian, I am not entirely unskilled in 
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the Grecian art of making subtle words pass upon the 
heaien instead of reason.'' 

**AjV* said the negro, doabtfblly, and somewhat 

surprised ; ** and may the slave Diogenes — ^for so my 
master has christened me — inquire into the means bj 
which you reached knowledge so unusual 1 " 

It is soon told," leplied Heiewazd. My coimtij- 
man, Witikind, being a constable of oor bands, letiied 
from active service, and spent the end of a long life m 
this city of Constantinople. Being past all toils of 
battle^ either those of reality, as you word it, or the 
pomp and fiiktigue of the ezensisuig groDnd, the poor 
old man, in despair of someihing to pass his time^ at- 
tended the lectures of the philosophers.*' 

'^And what did he learn there?'' said the negro; 
'^for a barbarian, grown grey under the heimet, was 
not^ as I thinly a Tory hopefal stndent in oor 8choo]&" 

**Aa mnch tihough, I should think, as a menial slaTe, 
which I understand to be thy condition," replied the 
soldier. " But I have understood from Imu, that the 
masteis of this idle science make it their bosineBB to 
subetitats^ in their aigamentationfl^ mere words instead 
of ideas ; and as they neror agree npon the precise 
meaning of the former, their disputes can never arrive 
at a fair or settled conclusion^ since they do not agree 
in the language in which they ezprsss them. Their 
theories, as they call Hkem, axe built on the sand, and 
the wind and tide shall prevail against them." 

"Say so to my master/' answered the black, in a 
serious tone. 
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" I will," said the Varangian j " and ho shall know 
me as an igiunaat soldieri haying but few ideas, and 
those only ooncenmig 1117 leUgioa and my militaiy 
daty. Bat out of these opinions I will neither be 

beaten by a battery of sophisms, nor cheated by the 
arts or the terrors of the friends of heathenism, either 
in this world or the next" 

^ You may speak your mind to him then yonrseli^*' 

said Diogenes. He stepped to a side as if to make 
way for the YarangiaD, to whom he motioned to go 
fonvard. 

Heiewazd adTanoed acooidingly, by a half-worn and 
almost imperceptible path leading thiongh the long 
rough grass, and, turning round a half-demolished 
shrine, which exhibited the remains of Apis, the 
bovine deity, he came immediately in front of the 
phUoBopher, Agelastes, who^ sitting among the ruinjB^ 
reposed his limbs on the grass. 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTH. 

Through the vain webs which puzzle sophists' still. 
Plain serine and honest meaning work their way; 
So sink the varying clouds upon the hill. 
When the dear dawning brightens into daj. 

Db. Watts. 



The old mm rose from the ground witli alacrity, as 
Hereward appioaehed. My bold Yarangiaiiy'' He said^ 
thou wbo yaluest men and things not acooiding to the 
false estimate aseribed to them in this 'world, bnt to 

their real importance and actual value, thou art welcome, 
whatever has brought thee hither — thou art welcome to 
a place, where it is held the best business of philosophy 
to strip man of his borrowed omamentsy and reduce him 
to the jnst Talne of his own attributes of body and mind, 
singly considered/* 

You are a courtier, sir/' said the Saxon, '^and as a 
permitted companion of the Emperor's Hig^ess, yoa 
mnst be awaie^ that there are twenty times more cere- 
monies than such a man as I can he acquainted with, 
for regulating the different ranks in society ; while a 
plain man like myself may be well excused from push- 
ing himself into the company of those abore him, 
where he does not exactly know how he should com* 
port himself*' 
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Thie,'* said the pliiloaoplier ; ^ bit a man like your- 
self, noble Hereward, merits more consideration in the 
eyes of a real pbdlosopher, than a thousand of those 
mere insects^ whom the smiles of a court call into life, 
and whom its fromm reduce to annihilatiozu" 

Ton are yourself grave sir, a follower of the courts" 
said Hereward. 

" And a most punctilious one," said Agelastes. " There 
is not, I trusty a subject in the empire who knows better 
the ten thousand punctilios exigible from those of dif- 
ferent ranks, and due to different authorities. The man 
is yet to be bom who has seen nie take advantage of any 
more commodious posture than that of standing in pre- 
sence of the royal feunily. But though I use those fidse 
scales in society, and so &r conform to its eirois, my 
real judgment is of a more grave character, and more 
worthy of man, as said to be formed in the image oi" 
his Creator." 

There can be small occasion,'' said the Varangian, 
to ezendse your judgment in any respect upon me, 
nor am I desirous that any one should think of me 
otherwise than I am ; — a poor exile, namely, w^ho endea- 
vours to fix his faith upon Heaven, and to perform his 
duty to the world he lives in, and to the prince in 
whose, service he is engaged. — And now, grave sir, 
permit me to ask, whether this meeting is by your 
desire, and for wliat is its ])ur]jose 1 An African slave, 
w hom I met in the public walks, and who calls himself 
Diogenes, tells me that you desired to speak with me ; 
he hath somewhat the humour of the old scoffer, and so 

VOL. XLVI. p 
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he may have lied. It so^ I will even forgive him the 
beating which I owe his assuianoe, and make my excuse 
at the same time for having broken in npon yonr 

retirement, wliieli I am totally unlit to share.*' 

" Diogenes has not played you lake, ' answered Age- 
lastes ; he has his humonrs, as yon remarked even 
now, and with these some qualities also that put him 
upon a level with those of fairer complexion and better 
features." 

" And for what," said the Varangian, " have you so 
employed him 1 Can your wisdom possibly entertain a 
wish to converse with me 1 " 

" I am an observer of nature and of humanity," 

answered the philoso|)her ; ** is it not natural that I 
should tire of those beings who are formed entirely 
upon artifice^ and long to see something more fresh 
from the hand of nature 9 

** You see not that in me," said the Varangian ; " the 
rigour of military discipline, the cauip — ilie centurion — 
the armour — ^^ame a man's sentiments and limbs to 
them, as the sea-crab is framed to its ^IL See one of 
us, and you see us alL" 

Permit mc to doubt that," said Agolastes; "and to 
suppose thai in Hereward, the son of Waltheolf, I see 
an extraordinary man, although he himself may be 
ignorant^ owing to his modesty, of the rarily of his own 
good qualities." 

" The son of Waltheoff ! " answered the Varangian, 
somewhat startled. — " Do you know my father's name ? " 
Be not surprised," answered the philosopher, at 
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my possessing so simple a piece of information. It has 

cost me but little trouble to attain it, yet I would 
gladly hope that the labour I have taken in tliat matter 
may convince you of my real desire to call you friend." 

" It was indeed an unnsnal compliment^" said Here- 
ward, ^that a man of your knowledge and station 
should be at the trouble to inquire, among tlie Varan- 
gian cohorts, concerning the descent of one of their 
constables. I scarcely think that my commander, the 
Acolyte himself would think such knowledge worthy 
of being collected or preserved.*' 

•* Greater men than he," said Agelastes, " certainly 

would not You know one in high ottice, who thinks 

the names of his most Mthiiil soldiers of less moment 
than those of his hunting dogs or his hawks^ and would 
willingly save himself the trouble of calling them other- 
wise than by a whistle." 

" I may not hear tliis," answered the Varangian. 
I would not offend you," said the philosopher, I 
would not even shake your good opinion of the pierson 
I allude to; yet it surprises me that such should be 
entertained by one of your great qualities." 

A truce with this, grave sir, which is in ikct trilling 
in a person of your character and appearance," answered 
the Anglo-Saxon. I am like the rocks of my country ; 
the fierce w^inds cannot shake me, the soft rains can- 
not melt me; flattery and loud words are alike lost 
upon me." 

** And it is even fbr that inflexibility of mind," re- 
plied Agelastes, ^<that steady contempt of eveiy thing 

p 2 
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that approaches thee. Bare in the light of a duty, that I 
demand, almost like a beggar, that personal acquaint- 
ance, which thou refusest like a churl." 

Pardon me/ said Hereward^ if I doubt this. 
Whatever stones you may have picked up concerning 
' me, not unexaggeiated probably — since the Greeks do 
not keep the privilege of boasting so entirely to them- 
selves but tlie Varangiaus have learned a little of it — 
you can have heard nothing of me which can authorize 
your using your present language^ ezceptiiig in jest.'* 

** You mistake, my son," said Agekustes ; *^ believe 
me not a person to mix in the idle talk respecting you, 
with your comrades at the ale-cup. Such as I am, 
I can strike on this broken image of Anubis " — (here he 
touched a gigantic fingment of a statue by his side) — 
'^and bid the spirit who long prompted the orade, 
descend, and once more re-animate the trembling mass. 
We that arc initiated enjoy high privileges — we stamp 
u|>on those ruined vaults, and the echo which dwells 
there answers to our demand. Do not think, that 
although I crave thy friendship, I need therefore sup- 
plicate thee for information either respecting thyself or 
others." 

" Your words are wonderful," said the Anglo-Saxon ; 
but by such promising words I have heard that many 
souls have been seduced from the path of heaven. My 

gi'andsire, Kenelm, was wont to say, that the fair words 
of the heathen philosophy were more hurtful to the 
Christian faith than the menaces of the heathen 
tyrants" 
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I knew bim," said Agdastea Wliat avails it 

whether it was in the body or in the spirit 1 — He was 
converted from the faith of Woden by a noble monk, 
and died a priest at the ahxine of St Augostin." * 

^Trae''----«dd Heoceward; ''all this is certain— ^lod 
I am the lather bound to lemember bis words now that 
he is dead and gone. When I hardly knew lii.s mean- 
ing, he bid me beware of the doctrine which cause th to 
err, which is tbnght by false prophetSy who attest their 
doctrine by unreal miracles.*' 

This," said Agelastes^ "is mere superstition. Thy 
grandsire was a good and excellent mm, but narrow- 
minded, like other priests; and, deceived by their 
example^ be wished but to open a small wicket in the 
gate of truth, and admit the worid only on that limited 
scald Seest tbou, Herewaid, iky grandsire and most 
men of religion would fain narrow our intellect to the 
consideration of such parts of the immaterial world as 
are essential to our moral guidance here, and our final 
salTation hereafter; but it is not the less true, that 
man bas liberty, provided be bas wisdom and courage, 
to form intimacies with bein^fs more powerful than 
himself who can defy the bounds of space by which he 
is circumscribed, and oyercome^ by their metaphysical 
powers, difficulties wbicb, to the timid and unlearned, 
may appear wild and impossible." 

** You talk of a folly, ' answered Hereward, " at which 
childhood gapes and manhood smiles.'' 

** On the contraiy," said the sage^ " I talk of a loi^- 

* At Gmterbiiiy. 
p3 
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ing wish wbush eveiy man feels at the bottom of his 

heart, to hold communication with beings more power- 
ful than himself, and who are not naturally accessible 
to our organs. Believe mo, Hereward, so ardent and 
miiyeisiil an aapiiation had not existed in our boaoma, 
had there not also been means, if steadily and wisely 
sought^ of attammg iLs accomplishment. I will appeal 
to thine own heart, and prove to thee, even by a single ' 
word, that what I say is truth. Thy thoughts are even 
now upon a being long absent or dead, and with the 
name of Bhbtha, a thousand emotions rush to thy hearty 
which in thy igiioraiice tiiuu liadst esteemed furled up 
for ever, like spoils of the dead hung above a tomb- 
stone ! — ^Thou startest and changest thy colour — I joy 
to see by these algn% that the fimmees and indomitable 
ooniage which men ascribe to thee, have left the avenues 
of the heart as free as ever to kindly and to generous 
affections^ while they have barred them against those of 
fear, uncertainty, and all the caitiff tribe of meaner sen- 
sationa I have proffered to esteem thee^ and I have 
no hesitation in proving it. I will tell thee^ if tiion 
desirest to know it, the fate of that very Bertha, whose 
memory thou hast cherished in thy breast in spite of 
thee, amidst the toil of the day and the repose of the 
nighty in the battle and in the troce^ when sportioig 
with thy companions in fields of ezerdse, or attempting 
to prosecute the study of Greek learning, in which, 
if thou wouldst advance, I can teach it by a short 
load." 

While Agdastes thus spoke^ the Yarangian in some 
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degree recovered his composure, and made ODSWBTf 
though his voice was somewhat tremulous, — 
. "Who thoa axt^ I know not — ^what thou wouldst 
ivith me, I caimot tell— -by what means thou hiiBt 
gathered intelligenoe of such oonfleqneiice to me^ and 
of so little to another, I have no conception. — But this 
I know, that by intention or accident^ thou hast pro- 
mnuiced s name which agitates my heart to its deepest 
jocooooo; yet am I a Ohzistian and Yaiangiany and 
neither to my God nor to my adopted prince will I wil- 
lingly stagger in my faith. What is to be wrought by 
idols or by false deities, must be a treason to the real 
diTuiity. If or is it less certain that thou hast let 
l^anoe some anows, though the roles of thy allegianoe 
strictly forind it, at the Emperor himself Hencefor- 
ward, therefore, I refuse to communicate with thee, be 
it for weal or woe. I am the iEmperoi's waged soldier, 
and although I affect not the nice predsums of respect 
and obedience^ which are exacted in so many Tarions 
cases, and by so many Tarions roles, yet I am his de- 
fence, and my battle-axe is liis body-guard/' 

'^^0 one doubts it,'' said the philosopher. ''But art 
not thou also boond to a nearer dependence upon the 
great Acolyte, Achilles Tstius V 

**No. He is my general, according to the rules of 
our service," answered the Varangian ; " to me he has 
always shown himself a kind and good-natured mai^ 
and his dues of rank apari^ I may say has deported 
himself as a friend rather than a commander. He is^ 
howerer, my master's servant as well as I am ; nor do 
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I hold the diffeience of great amonnt, which the word 
of a man can give or take away at pleasure.'* 

"It is nobly spoken," said Agelastes; "and you 
yourself are murely entitled to atuid erect before one 
whom yon supersede in oooiage and in the art of war/' 

"Pardon me," returned the Briton, "if I decliuo the 
attributed compliment, as what in no respect belongs to 
me. The Emperor chooses his own officers, in respect 
of their power of serving him as he desires to be served. 
In. this it is likely I might fail ; I have said sheeAj, I 
owe my Emperor my obedience, my duty, and my ser- 
vice, nor does it seem to me necessaiy to cany our 
explanation farther." 

" Singular rnun I** said Agelastes ; is there nothing 
that con move thee, but things that are foreign to thy- 
self ? The name of tliy Emperor and thy commander 
are no spell upon thee, and even that of the object thou 
hast loyed'* 

Here the YarangiBn interrupted him. 

" I hare thought," he said, " upon Ihe words thou 
hiist spoken — thou hast found the means to shake my 
heart-strings, but not to unsettle my principles. I will 
hold no couTerse with thee on a matter in which thou 
canst not have interest l!re6XomanceE% it is said, per- 
form their spells by means of the epithets of the Holiest ; 
no marvel, then, should they use the names of the 
purest of his creation to serve their unhallowed pur- 
posea I will none of such truckling, disgraceful to the 
dead perhaps as to the living. WhateTer has been thy 
purpose, old man — ^for, think not thy strange words 
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have passed uimoticed — be fhoa assured I bear that in 

my heart whicli deEea alike the seduction of men and 
of fiends." 

With this the soldier tamedy and left the ruined 
temple, after a slight indinatbn of his head to the 

pkilosoplier. 

Agelastes, after the departure of the soldier, remained 
alone, apparently absorbed in meditation, until he was 
suddenly disturbed bj the entrance^ into the niins» of 
AduUes Tatius. The leader of the Yarangians spoke 
not until he Lad time to form some result from tlio 
philosopher's features. He then said, " Thou remainest^ 
sage Agelastes, confident in the purpose of which we 
haye Ifttely spoken together 

" I do" said Agelastes, with gravity and firmness. 

** But," repUed Ackilles Tatius, 'Hliou hast not gained 
to our side that proselyte, whose coolness and courage 
would serre us better in our hour of need than the 
service of a thousand cold-hearted slaves 

"I have not succeeded,^ answered the philosopher. 

"And thou dost not blush to own it?'' said the im- 
perial officer in reply. "Thou, tlie wisest of those who 
yet pretend to Gzedan wisdoKUy the most powerful of 
those who stOl assert the skill by words, signs, names, 
periapts, and spells, to exceed the sphere to which thy 
faculties belong, Last been foiled in thy trade of per- 
suasion, like an in&nt worsted in debate with its 
domestic tutor) Out upon thee, that thou canst not 
sustain in aigument the character which thou wouldst 
so fain assume to thyself l'^ , 
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^'Peaoe !" said the GredaiL I hove as yet gained 

nothing, it is true, over this obstinate and inflexible 
man; but, Achilles Tatius, neither have I lost We 
both atand where yeetorday we did, with this advantage 
on my side^ that Ihave aoggeated to him audi an object 
of interest as he shall never he able to expel from bis 
niind, until he hath had recourse to me to obtain farther 
knowledge concerning it — ^And now let this singular 
person remain for a time nnmentioned ; yet^ trust me, 
though fiatteiy, aTarice^ and ambition may Ml to gain 
him, a bait neyertheless remains, that shall make him 
as completely our own as any that is bound with in our 
mystic and inviolable contract. Tell me then, how go 
on the affiurs of the empiiet Does this tide of Latin 
warriorsy so strangely set aflowing, stall rush on to the 
banks of the Bosphorus 1 and does Alexius still enter- 
tain hopes to diminish and divide the strength of num- 
bers^ which he could in vain hope to defy 1 " 

'^Something farther of intelligence has been gained^ 
even within a vety few hours,*' answered Achilles Tatins. 

Bohemond came to ilie city with, some six or eiglit 
light horse, and in a species of disguise. Considering 
how often he had been the Emperor's enemy, his project 
was a perilous one. But when is it that these f^canks 
draw back on account of danger f The Emperor per- 
ceived at once that the Count was come to seo wliat lie 
might obtain, by presenting himself as the very Jtot 
object of his liberality, and by offering his assistance as 
omediator with Godfrey of Bouillon and the other princes 
of the crusade." 
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It is a species of policy/' answered the sage^ for 
which he would receive fiill credit fiom the Emperor.^ 
Achilles Tatins proceeded : — "Coont Bohemond was 

discovered to the imperial court as if it were by mere 
accident^ and lie was welcomed ydtli marks of favour 
and splendom which had neyer been even mentioned as 
being fit for any one of the Erankish race. There was 
no word of ancient enmity or of former wars, no men- 
tion of Bohemond as the ancient usurper of Antioch, 
and the encroacher upon the empire. But thanks to 
Heaven were returned on all sides, which had sent a 
Mtiifol ally to the imperial assistance at a moment of 
SOch imminent peril/' 

''And what said Bohemond f inquired the philoso- 
pher. 

Little or nothin^^** said the captain of the Varan- 
gians, ''until, as I learned from the domestic slare 

Narses, a large sum of gold had been abanditiu'd to kim. 
Considerable districts were afterwards agreed to be 
ceded to him, and other advantages granted, on con- 
dition he should stand on this occasion the steady Mend 
of the empire and its master. Snch was the Emperor^s 
munificence towards the greedy barbarian, that a cham- 
ber in the palace waSj by chance, as it were, left exposed 
to his yiew, containing large quantities of manufactured 
silkfl^ of jewellers' work, of gold and silver, and other 
articles of great value. When the rapacious Frank 
could not forbear some expressions of admiration, he 
was assured, that the contents of the treasure-chamber 
were his own, provided he valued them as showing forth 
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the warmth and sincerity of his imperial ally towards 
his friends ; and these precious articles were accordingly 
cQDYeyed to the tent of the Noimaa leader. By sach 
measiues, the Emperor most make himself maater of 
Bohemond, both body and son!, for the Franks them- 
selves say it is strange to see a man of undaunted 
bxaveiy, and towering ambition, so infected, neyerthe- 
lesfl^ -withi avarice, which they term a mean and nn- 
natnxal vice." 

** Bohemond," said Agelastes, " is then the Emperor's 
for hfe and death — always, that is, till the recollection 
of the royal munificence be effaced by a greats gratuity. 
Alexin^ proud as he naturally is of his management 
with this important duefbain, will no doubt expect to 
prevail by his counsels, on most of the other crusaders, 
and even on Godfrey of Bouillon himself, to take an 
oath of submission and £delity to the Emperor, which, 
wero it not for the sacred nature of their war&ie^'tlie 
meanest gentleman among them would not submit to, 
were it to ha lord of a province. There, then, we rest. 
A few days must determine what w^e have to do. An 
earlier discovery would be destruction." 

We meet not then to-night ) said the Acolyte. 

"No," replied the sage ; "unless we are summoned 
to that foolish stage-play or recitation; and then we 
meet as playthings in the hand of a silly woman, the 
spoiled child of a weak-minded parent." 

Tatius then took his leave of the philosopher, and, 
as if fearfbl of being seen in each other^s company, they 
left their solitary place of meeting by different routes. 
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The Varangian, Hereward, received, shortly after, a 
Bummoiis from bis superior^ who acquainted him that 
he should noty as formerly intimated, require his attend- 

ance that evening. 

Achilles then paused, and added,—-" Thou hast sonie- 
tliiug on thy lips thou wouldst say to me, which, never- 
theless, hesitates to break Ibrth." 

''It is only this," answered the soldier: "I have 
had an interview with the niau called Agelastes, and he 
seems something so different from what he appeared 
when we last spoke of him, that I cannot forbear men- 
tioning to jou what I have seen. He is not an insig- 
nificant trifler, whose ohject it is to raise a laugh at his 
own expense, or that of any other. He is a deep- 
thinking and far-reaching man, who, for some reason or 
other, is desirous of forming friends, and drawing a 
party to himself. Your own wisdom will teadi you to 
beware of him." 

**Thou art an honest fellow, my poor Hereward," 
said Achilles Tat i us, with an affectation of good-natured 
contempt ''Such men as Agelastes do often frame 
their severest jests in the shape of formal gvavil^^ 
they will pretend to possess the most unbounded power 
o\Qr elements and elementiil spirits — they will make 
themselves masters of the names and anecdotes best 
known to those whom they make their sport ; and any 
one who shall listen to them, shall, in the words of the 
divine Homer, only expose himself to a flood of inextin- 
guishable laughter. I have often known him select 
one of the rawest and most ignorant persons in 
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pieseuo^ and to him, for the amusement of the reet^ he 
has pretended to cause the ahsent to appear, the distant 

to draw near, and the dead themselves to burst the 
cerements of the grave. Take care, Hereward, that his 
arts make not a stain on the credit of one of my bravest 
Yarangians/' 

"There is no danger/' answered Hereward. "I 

shall not be fond of being often with this man. If he 
jests upon one subject which he liath mentioned to me, 
I shall be but too likely to teach him seriousness after 
a rough manner. And if he is serious in his pretensions 
in such mystical matters, we should, according to the 
faith of my grandratlicr, Kenelm, do insult to the de- 
ceased, whose name is taken in the mouth of a sooth- 
sayer, or impious enchanter. I will not, therefore, 
again go near this Agelastes, be he wizard, or be he 
impostor." 

" You apprehend me not," said the Acolyte, hastily; 
" you in i stake my meaning. He is a man from whom, 
if he pleases to converse with such as you, you may 
derive much knowledge ; keeping out of the reach of 
those pretended secret arts, which he will only use to 
tarn thee into ridicule." With these words, which ho 
himself would perhaps have felt it difficult to reconcile, 
the leader and his follower parted 
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CHAPTER THE NINTH. 



Between the foaming jawa of the white torrent, 
The akilful artist draws a sudden mound ; 

By level long he subdivides their strength, 
Stealing the waters from their rooky bed, 
First to diminish what he means to conquer; 
Then, for the residue he forms a road, 
Easy to keep, and piinful to df.-^ert. 
And guiding to the end the planner aiiu'd at. 

The Enqinkeb. 

It would liave been easy for Alexius, by a course of 
avowed suspicion, or any £Edse step in the manner of 
receiymg this tumultoaiy invasion of the Eoiopean 

nations, to have blown into a flame the numerous but 
smothered grievancoB under which they lubuuiL'd ; and 
a similar catastrophe would not havo boon less certain, 
had he at once abandoned all thoughts of resistance^ 
and placed his hope of safety in suixendedng to the 
multitudes of the west whatsoever they accounted worth 
taking. The Emperor chose a middle course ; and, un- 
questionabljy in the weakness of the Greek empire, it 
was the only one which would have given him at once 
safety, and a great degree of consequence in the eyes of 
the Frank invaders and those of his own subjects. The 
means with which he acted were of various kinds, and, 
rather from policy than inclination, were often stained 
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with falsehood or meanness ; therefore it follows, that 
the measures of the Emperor resembled those of the 
snake^ who twines himself through the glass, with the 
poipoee of BtiDging iumdiondy those whom he fears to 
approach with the step of the Bold and generous Hoit 
We are not, however, writing the History of the Cru- 
sades, and what we have already said of the Emperor's 
precautions on the hrst appearance of God&ey of Bouil- 
hn, and hk associates, may snffioe far the elacidatioii of 
our story. 

About four weeks liad now passed over, marked by 
quarrels and reconcilements between the crusaders and 
the Grecians of the empire. The former were, as 
Alexius's policy dictated, occasionally and indiyidaaUy 
received with extreme honour, and their leaders loaded 
with respect and favour ; while, from time to time, 
such bodies of them as sought distant or circuitous 
routes to the capital, were intercepted and cut to pieces 
by light-armed troops, who easily passed upon their ig" 
norant opponents for Turks, Scythians, or other infidds, 
and sometimes were actually such, but in tlio service of 
the Grecian monarch. Often, too, it happened, that 
while the more powerfid chiefs of the crusade were 
&asted by the Emperor and his ministers with tiie 
ridiest delicacies, and their thirst slaked with ioed 
wines, their followers were left at a distance, where, in- 
tentionally supplied with adulterated Hour, tainted pro- 
Tisions, sttd bad water, they contracted disease^ and 
died in great numbers, without lumng onoe seen a fixit 
of the Holy Land, for the recovery of which they had 
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abandoned their peace, iheb competencei and thcdr- 

native country. Tliese aggressions did not pass without 
complaint. Many of the crusading chiefs impugned 
the Melity of their allies, exposed the losses sustained 
by their annies as eyils Yolnntaiilj inflicted on them 
by the Greeks, and on more than one occasion, the 
tw^o nations stood opposed to each other on such terms 
that a general war seemed to be inevitable. 

AleziiLB, however, though obliged to haye reoonrse 
to everj finesse^ still kept his groond, and made peace 
'with the most poweifal ehie&, nnder one pietence 
or other. The actual losses of the crusaders by the 
sword he imputed to their own aggressions — their mis- 
guidance, to accident and to wilfulness — ^the effects pro- 
duced on them by the adnlterated provisions, to the 
vehemence of their own appetite to raw fndU and nn- 
ripened wines. In short, there was no disaster of any 
kind whatsoever which could possibly befall the un- 
happy pilgrims, but the Emperor stood prepared to 
prove that it was the natural consequence of their own 
Violwce, wilfulness of conduct, or hostile precipitancy. 

The chiefs, who were not ignorant of their strength, 
would not^ it was likely, have tamely suiiered injuries 
from a power so inferior to their own, were it not that 
they had . formed ezbavagant ideas of the wealth of the 
Eastern empire, which Alexius seemed willing to share 
with them with an excess of bounty as new to the 
leaders as the rich productions of the East were tempting 
to their followers. 

. TbA Scench nobles would perhaps have been the moBi 
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difficult to be brought into order when diiffcrences arose ; 
but an accident, which the Emperor might have termed 
providential^ ledaoed tihe high-spihted Count of Yer- 
mandois to the rituation of a sappliant, when lie ex- 
pected to hold that of a dictator. A fierce tempest 
surprised his fleet after he set sail from Italy, and he 
was £nally driven on the coast of Gieeca Many ships 
weze destroyed, and those txoops who got aahoze were 
so maeh distressed, that they were obliged to snnender 
themselves to the lieutenants of ^Vlexius. So that the 
Count of Yermandois, so haughty ia his bearing when 
he first embarked, was sent to the court of Constan- 
tinople^ not as a pxinoe, but as a prisoner. In this case, 
ihe Emperor instantly set the soldiers at liberty, and 
loaded them with presents.* 

Grateful, therefore^ for attentions in which Alexius 
was uniemittlng^ Count Hugh wa^ by gratitude as well 
as interest incUned to join the opinion of tiiiose who, 
for other reasons, desired the subsistenQS of peace 
betwixt the crusaders and the empire of Greece. A 
better principle determined the celebrated Godfrey, 
Baymond of -Thoulouse, and some others^ in whom 
devotion was somethuig more than a mere burst of 
fanaticism. These princes considered with what scandal 
their whole journey must be stained, if the first of their 
exploits should be a war upon the Grecian empire, 
which might justly be called the bamer of ChristendouL 
If it was weak, and at the same time rich— >if at the 
eame time it invited rapine, and was unable to protect 
* See Millfl' History of the Cruaadea^ vol. L p. 9^ 
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itaelf against it— it ivas the more their inteMt and 

duty, as Christian soldiers, to protect a Christian state, 
whose existence was of so much consequence to the 
common cause, even when it could not defend itselL 
It was the insh of these ^ank-hearted men to receivB 
the Emperoi's professions of Mendahip with soch sincere 
returns of amity — to return his kindness with so much 
usury, as to convince him that their purpose towards 
him was in every respect fair and honourable^ and that 
it would be his interest to abstain from OTery iiyurioua 
treatment whicb might induce or compel them to alter 
their measures towards him. 

It was with this accommodating spirit towards Alexius, 
which, for many diiferent and complicated reasons, had 
now animated most of the crusaders, thitt the chiefs 
consented to a measure whieh, in other ciicumstances, 
they would probably have refused, as undue to the 
Greeks, and dishonourable to themselves. This was the 
fiimous resection, that^ before crossing the Bosphoms 
to go in quest of that Palestine^ which they had Yowed 
to regain, each chief of crusaders would acknowledge 
individually the Grecian Emperor, oric^ally lord para- 
mount of all these regions, as their liege lord and 
suzerain. 

The Emperor Alexius, with trembling joy, beheld 
the crusaders approach a conclusion to which he had 
hoped to bribe them rather by interested means than by 
reasoning, although much might be said why provinces 
xfioonquered fnm the Turks or Saracens ^uld, if 
recovered from the infidel, become again a part of the 
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Orecian empire, which they had heen rent wiihoiit 

any pretence, save tliat of violence. 

Though fearful, and almost despairing of being able 
to manage the rode and diaooidaiit anny of hanghtj 
chiefisy who weie wholly independent of each othei; 
Alexias fiedled not^ with eagemess and dexterity, to seize 
upon the admission of Godfrey and his compeers, that 
the Empeior was entitled to the allegiance of all who 
ahould war on Flaleetine, and natoial loid pazamoont of 
all ihB oonqneat which alionld be made in the conzee of 
the expedition. He was resolved to make this ceremony 
80 public, and to interest men's minds in it by such a 
display of the impexial pomp and munificence, that it 
Ahoold not either paaa nnknown, or be readily foxgotten* 
An extensive terrace, one of the nnmerons spacee which 
extend along the coast of the riopontis, was chosen 
for the site of the magni£ccnt ceremony. Here was 
placed an elevated and august throne, calculated for the 
use of the £mpefor alone. On this occasion, by suffer- 
ing no other seats within view of the pageant^ the 
Greeks endeavoured to secure a point of ceremony 
peculiarly dear to their vanity, namely, that none of 
that presence^ save the Emperor himself ahould be 
seated Around the throne of Alexius Comnenus were 
placed in order, but standing, the various dignitaries of 
his splendid court, in their different ranks, from the 
Protosebastos and the Caesar, to the Patriarch, splendid 
in his eooLesiastioal robea^ and to Agelastes^ who^ in his 
simple habi^ gave also the neoessazy attendance* Behind 
and around the splendid display of the Empezoz^s couri^ 
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were drawn mmj dark circles of the exiled Anglo- 
Saxons. These, by their own desire, were not, on that mo« 

morable day, accoutred in the silver corslets which, were 
the fashion of an idle courts but sheathed in mail and 
plate. They desired, they said, to be known as wamoz9 
to waniora This was the more leadily granted, as there 
was no knowing what trifle might infringe a truce be- 
tween parties so inflammable as were now assembled. 

Beyond the Varangians, in much greater numbera|y 
were drawn np the bands of GieoiaDSy oi Bomanfl^ then 
known by the title of Immortals, whicb bad been bor* 
rowed by the Eomans originally from the empire of 
Persia. The stately forms^ lofty crests, and splendid 
apparel of these guards, would have given the foreign 
princes present a higher idea of their military prowees^ 
had there not occnrred in their ranks a freqnent indica- 
tion of loquacity and of motion, forming a strong con- 
trast to the steady composure and death-like silence 
with whidi the welL-traiaed Yarangiana stood in the 
pazadcy like statues made of iron. 

The reader mnst then conoeiTe this throne in sll the 
pomp of Oriental greatness, surrounded by the foreign 
and Roman troops of the empire, and closed on the rear 
by clouds of light-horse^ who shifted their places re- 
peatedly^ so as to oonyey an idea of their multitade^ 
without affording the exact means of estimating it. 
Through the dust which they raised by these evolutions, 
might be seen banners and standards, among which 
could be discoveied by glances, the celebrated Laba&ui^* 

* Note C-^Labwimu 
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the pledge of conquest to the imperial banners, bat 
\vliosc sacred efticacy lijid somewhat failed of late days. 
The rude soldiers of the West, who viewed the Gieciaa 
army, maintained that the standards which were exhi- 
bited in ficont of their line^ were at least anffidiant to 
the amy of ten times the iramber of soldiers. 

Far on the right, the appearance of a ver^^ large body 
of European cavalry drawn up on the sea-shoxe, intU 
mated the pzesenoe of the cmsadeis* 80 great was the 
desire to Ibllow tiia mmplB of the chief Princes^ Diike% 
and CoTints, in making the proposed ^Balty, that the 
number of independent knights and nobles who were to 
pei-form this serYice^ seemed very great when collected 
together for that pnipose; £w every crasader who poa- 
sessed a tower, and led six lances^ would have thooght 
himself abridged of his dignity if he had not been called 
to acknowledge the Gre-cian Emperor, and hold the 
lands he should conqner of hia throne^ as well as Godfrey 
of BomUoiiy or Hugh the Grea^ Coant of Yermandoia. 
And yet, with strange inconsistency, though they pressed 
to fulfil the homage, as that which was paid by greater 
persons than themselves, they seemed, at the very same 
time^ desiious to find some mode of intimating that the 
homage which th^ rendered they felt aa an idle degra- 
dation, and in &ct held the whole ahow aa a mere piece 
of mockery. 

The order of the procession had been thus settled 
TheChrasaders^ or, aa the Gredana called them, theC^0i^ 
-^that being the moat common title among them, — were 

to advance from the left of their body, and passing the 
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Entpeior one hj cm^ -wm Apprized, tbat^ in passing; 
each was to reader to lum, in as f&w words as xKMsible^ 
the homage wMcli had lyeen previously agreed oil 

Godfrey of Bouillou, liis brotlier Baldwin, Boheniond 
of ADtioch, and several other crusadeis of eminence^ 
were the lost to pexform the ceremony, alighting whon 
their own part was performed, and remaining in attond;- 
ance by the Emperor^s ohair, to prevenl^ hy the awe of 
their presence, any of their numerous associates from 
being guilty of petulance or presumption during the 
solemnity. Other crosaders of less degree retained 
their station near the Emperor, when they had once 
gained it, out of mere curiosity, or to show that they 
were as much at liberty to do so as the greater com- 
mandeis who assumed that privilege. 

Thus two great bodies of troops^ Grecian and European, 
paused at some distance from each other on the banks 
of the Bosphoi us canal, diflfering in language, arms, cind 
appearance. The small troops of horse which from time 
to time issued forth from these bodies, resembled the 
flashes of lightning passing from one thnndemdoud to 
another, which communicate to each other by socli 
emissaries tlicii overcharged contents. After some halt 
on the margin of the Eosphorus, the Franks who had 
peifonned homage^ straggled irregularly forward to a 
quay on the shore, where innumeiable galleys and 
smaUer vessels, provided for the purpose, lay with sails 
and oars prepared to waft the warlike pilgrims across 
the pa^sage^ and place them on that Asia which they 
longed so passionately to visii^ and from which bnt few 
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of them wero' likely to lekaiL The gay appeaxance of 

the vessels which were to receive them, the readiness 
with which they were supplied with refrt sliments, the 
naiTo^vTicss of the strait they had to cross, the near ap- 
proach of that actiye Bervice which they had Yowed and 
longed to discharge, pat the warriors into gay spirits, 
and songs and music bore chorus to the departing oars. 
While such, was the temper of the crusaders, the 
Grecian Emperor did his best through the whole cere- 
monial to impress on the aimed mnltitade the highest 
ideas of his own giandeoi; and the importance of the 
occasion Avhich had brought them together. This was 
readily admitted by the higher chiefs; some because 
their Tsnity had been propitiated,— some because their 
ATaiice had been giatifiedy — some becaose their ambition 
had been inflamed, — and a few, a very few, because to 
remain friends with Alexius was the most probable 
means of advancing the purposes of their expedition. 
Accordingly the great lords, hom these Taiious motxvesi 
pcactised a hnmility which perhaps they were fiur from 
feeling, and carefully abstained from all which might 
seem like irreverence at the solemn festival of the 
Gxeciana. But there were very many of a different 
temper. 

Of the great number of coonts^ lordsy and knight% 

under whoso variety of banners the crusaders were led 
to the walls of Constantinople, many were too ins^ignifi- 
cant to be bribed to this distasteful measure of homage ; 
and these^ though they felt it dangerous to oppose resist- 
ance^ yet mixed .their sobmisaion ivith taunts^ ridicule^ 
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'and Bcusk oontaveniioiis of deconmiy as plainly inlaniated 
that they entertamed Tesentment and acorn at tiie step 

they were about to take, and esteemed it as proclaiming 
themseLyes vassals to a prince, heretic in his faith, limited 
in the exercise of his boasted power, their enemy when 
he dazed to show himself such, and the Mend of those 
only among their nmnber, who were able to compel him 
to be so ; and who, though to them an obsequious ally, 
was to the othersi when occasion offeiedy an inaidious 
and mtuderons enemy. 

Thenohles of Erankish origin and descent were chiefly 
remarkable for their presnmptaoTis contempt of every 
other nation engaged in the crusade, as well as for their 
dauntless biayeiy, and for the scorn with which they 
regarded the power and aathoiity of the Greek empire. 
It was a common saying among them, that if the skies 
should fall, the French crusaders alone were able to 
hold them up with their lances. The same bold and 
arrogant disposition showed itself in occasional quarrels 
with their nnwilling hoste^ in which the Gzeeks» not* 
withstanding all their art^ were often worsted ; bo that 
Alexius was determined, at all events, to get rid of 
these intractable and fier}' allies, by ferrying them over 
the Bosphoms with all manner of diligence. To do 
this with safety, he availed himself of the presence of 
tJie Connt of Yermandoief, Godfrey of Bonillon, and 
other chiefs of great influence, to keep in order the 
lesser Prankish knightSi who were so numerous and 
nnnily.* 
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Stru[,'glmg with his feelings of offended pride, tem- 
pered by a prudent degree of apprehension, the Emperor 
endeavoured to receive with complacenco a homage 
tendeied in xnockeij. An incident shott!/ took place 
of a character highly descriptive of the nations brought 
together in so extraordinary a manner, and ^ ith such 
different feelings and sentiments. Several hands of 
french had passed, in a sort of processioDy the thione 
of the Empexo^ and lendeied, with eosne appeaxanoe of 
gfavity, the nanal homage. On this oocasion they bent 
their knees to Alexius, placed tlieii* hands within his, 
and in that posture paid the ceremonies of feudal fealty. 
£at when it came to the torn of Bohemond of Antioch, 
alieady mentioned, to lender this fealty, the Emperor, 
desirous to show every species of hononr to this wily 
person, his former enemy, and now apparently Lis ally, 
advanced two or three paces towards the sea-aide^ where 
the boats lay as if in readiness for hii use. 

The distance to which tiie Emperor moved was very 
small, and it was assumed as a piece of deference to 
Bohemond ; but it became the means of exposing 
Alexius himself to a cutting affront, which his guards 
and sabjects felt deeply, as an intentional humiliation. 
A half score of horsemen, attendants of the Erankish 
Count who was next to perform the homage, with 
their lord at their head, set off at full gallop from the 
right flank of the French squadrons, and arriving before 
the throne^ which was yet empty, they at once halted* 
The rider at the head of the band was a strong Herca- 
lean hgure, with a decided and stern countenance, though 
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extremely hftiidsome, looking out from thick black curia 

His head was surmounted with a barret cap, while his 
hands, limbs, and £aet were covered with garments of 
diamois leathei^ over which he in general wore the pon- 
derous and complete azmoar oi his conntiy. Thi% how- 
ever, he had laid aside for personal convenience, thongh 
in doing so he evinced a total neglect of the ceremonial 
which marked so important a meeting. He waited not 
a moment for the Empetoi^s letnm, nor regaided the 
impropriety of obliging Alexias to hnrry bis steps back 
to lii.s tlirone, but sprung from his gigantic horse, and 
threw the reins loose, which were instantly seized by 
one of the attendant pages. Without a moment's hesi- 
tation the Frank seated himself in the vacant throne of 
the Emperor, and extending his half-armed and robust 
figure on the golden cushions which were destined for 
Alexius, he indolently began to caress a large wolf-hound 
which had followed him, and which, feeliog itself as 
mudi at ease as its master, xepooed its grim form on the 
carpets of silk and gold daTnask, which tapestried the 
imperial footstool. The very hound stretched itself 
with a bold, ferocious insolence, and seemed to regard 
no one with reetpeci^ save the stem knight whom it 
called master. 

The Emperor, turning back from the short space 
which, as a special mark of favour, he had accompanied 
Bohemond, belield with astonishment his seat occupied 
by this insolent Frank. The bands of the half-savage 
Varangians who were stationed around, wonld not have 
hesitated an instant in avenging the insult, by probtiat^ 



Digitized by 



OOVm BOBEBir OF PABI8 



2S7 



ing the Tiolator of their mastei's thioxie eyen in this 
act of his contempt, had they not been restrained by 

Achilles Tatius and other officers, who were uncertain 
what the Emperor would do, and somewhat timorous of 
taking a resolution fox themselves. 

Meanwhile^ the unceremonious knjg^t spoke aloud, 
in a speech which, though provmcia], might be under- 
stood by all to whom the French language was known, 
while even those who understood it not, gathered its 
interpretation from his tone and manner. What churl 
is this,'' he said, '^vho has remained sitting stationaiy 
Hke a block of wood, or the fragment of a rock, when so 
many noble knights, the flower of chivalry and nmster 
of gallantry, stand uncovered around, among the thrice 
conquered Yaraitgiansl" 

A deep, dear accent replied, as if from the bottom 
of the earth, so like it was to the accents of some being 
from the other world, — " If the Normans desire battle 
of the Varangians, they will meet them in the lists man 
to man, without the poor boast of insulting the Emperor 
of Greece^ who is well known to fight only by the 
battle-axes of his guard" 

The astonishment was so great when this answer was 
heard, as to affect even the knight, whose insult upon 
the Emperor had occasioned it ; and amid the eflbrts 
of Adulles to retain his soldiers within the bounds of 
subordination and silence, a loud murmur seemed to 

intimate that they would not long remain so. Bohe- 
mond returned through the press with a celerity which 
did not so well suit the dignity of Alextoa^ and catching 
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the crasadeT by the ann^ he^ something between fiur 
means and a gentle cL gi ee of force, obliged him to leave 

the chair of the Emperor, in which he had placed him- 
self so boldly. 

How is i V' said Eohemond, noble Count of Paiis % 
Is there one of this gieat assembly who can see with, 
patience, that your name, so widely renowned for yalotir, 
is now to be quoted in an idle brawl with liirelings, 
whose utmost boast it is to bear a mercenary battle-axe 
in the zanks of the Empezoi^s gnaids 1 For shame— for 
fihame^-do nol^ for the discredit of Norman cMvahy, 
let it be so I" 

** I know not," said the crusader, risin*^ reluctantly — 
" I am not nice in. choosing the d^ree of my adversary, 
when he bears himself like one who is willing and 
forward in battle. I am good-natured, I tell thee, Connt 
Bohemond ; and Turk or Tartar, or wandering Anglo- 
Saxon, who only escapes from the chain of the !N^ormans 
to become the slave of the Greek, is equally welcome to 
whet his blade clean against my armour, if he desires to 
achieve such an hononrable office.'^ 

The Emperor had heard what passed — had heard it 
with indignation, mixed with fear ; for lie imagined the 
whole scheme of his policy was about to be overturned 
at once by a premeditated plan of personal aironl^ and 
probably an assault upon his person. He was about to 
call to arms, when, casting his eyes on the right flank 
of the crusaders, he saw that all remained quiet after the 
frank Baron had transferred himself from thence. He 
there£6re instantly lesolved to let the insult pas% as one 
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of the lough pleasantnes of the Fianks, smce the ad- 
"vanoe of more troops did not giye any symptom of an 

actual onset. 

Resolving on his line of conduct with the quickness 
of thought, he glided back to hie canopy, and stood 
beside his throne, of which, however, be chose not 
instantly to take possession, lest be should give the in- 
solcnt stranger some ground for renewing and persisting 
in a competition for it 

What bold Yayasour is this," said he to Count 
Baldwin, ^'whom, as is apparent ieom bis dignity, I 
ongbt to baye reoeiyed seated npon my throne^ and who 
thinks proper thus to vindicate his rank?" 

" He is reckoned one of the bravest men in our host,** 
answered Baldwin, '^thongh the braye are as nnmerons 
there as the sands of the sea. He will himself tell you 
bis name and rank/' 

Alexius looked at the Vavasour. He saw nothing in 
his largo, well-formed featuro,^, lighted by a wild touch 
of enthusiasm which spoke in bis quick eye, that inti* 
mated premeditated insult^ and was induced to suppose 
that what had occurred, so contrary to the form and 
ceremonial of the Grecian court, was neither an inten- 
tional affiront, nor designed as the means of introducing 
a quaneL He therefore spoke with compaiatiye ease, 
when be addressed the stranger thus : — ^ We know not 
by what dignified name to salute you ; but we are 
aware^ from Count Baldwin's information, that we are 
honoured in haying in our presence one of the bravest 
knights whom a sense of the wrongs done to the Holy 
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I^nd has brought thus &r on Mb iroj to Palestine^ to 
free it fsom its bondage." 

If yoa mean to ask my name/' answered the Eaio- 

pean knight, "any one of these pilgrims can readily 
satisfy you, and more gracefully than I can myself; 
since we use to say in onr conntEy, that many a fierce 
quarrel is pievented from being fought oat by an 

untimely disclosure of names, when men, who might 
have fought with the fear of God before their eyes, 
must^ when their names are manifestec^ xecQgnise each 
other as spiritual alliea^ by baptism, gossipred^ or some 
such irresistible bond of friendship ; whereas^ had they 
fought first and told their names afterwards, they could 
have had some assurance of each other's valour, and 
have been able to Tiew their relationship as an honour 
to both.'' 

StiU," said the Emperor, ^'methinks I would know 

if you, who, in this extraordinary press of kuiglits, seem 
to assert a precedence to yourself daim the dignity duo 
to a king or prince i '* 

How speak yon thatf' said tliB Frank, with a 
brow somewhat overclouded ; do you feel that I have 
not left you ui\jostled by my advance to these sq^uadrons 
of yours 

Alexius hastened to answer, that heMt no particular 
desire to connect the Count with an a&ont or offence ; 
observing, that tu the extreme necessity of the Empire, 
it was no time for him, who was at the helm, to engage 
in idle or unnecessary quarrels. 

The Erankish knight heard hin^ and answered diylj — 
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" Since such are your sentiments, I wonder that you 
liave ever lesided long enough mthin the hearing of the 
Fieneh language to leom to speak it as yon da I mnlc| 

have thought some of the sentiments of the chivalry of 
the nation, since you are neither a monk nor a woman, 
"mmld, at the same time with the words of the dialed^ 
have found fheir way into your heart" 

'* Hush, Sir Count," said Bohemond, who remained 
by the Emperor to avert the threatening quarrel. " It 
is surely requisite to answer the Emperor with civility ; 
and those who are impatient for war&re, will hare infi- 
dels enough to wage it with He only demanded your 
name and lineage, which you of all men can have least 
objection to disclose." 

" I know not if it will interest this Prince, or Em- 
peror as you term him^" answered the frank Count ; ' 
'^but all the account I can give of myself is this : — In 
the midst of one of the vast forests which occupy the 
centre of Erance, my native country, there stands a 
chapel, sunk so low into the ground, that it seems as if 
it were become decrepid by its own great aga The 
image of the Holy Virgin who presides over ita altar, is 
called by all men Our Lady of the Broken Lances, and 
is accounted through the whole kingdom the most celer 
brated for militazj adYentoies. Eour beaten zoade^ each 
leading ftom an opposite point in the compass^ meet 
before the principal door of the chapel ; and ever and 
anon, as a good knight arrives at this place, he passes 
in to the performance of his devotions in the chapel, 
having first sounded his horn three times, till ash and 

VOL. ZLVL B 
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oaktree quiyer and Ting. HaviDg then kneeled down 

to his devotions, he seldom arises from the mass of Her 
of the Broken Lances, hut there is attending on his 
leisme some adreniiUNras kn^i xeady to eatis^ the 
new oomei^s desiie of hatile. Thk station have I held 
for a mondi and more against all comers, and all gaye 
me fair thanks for the knightly manner of quitting 
myself towards them, except one, who had the evil hap 
to £dl from bis hone, and did break his neck; and 
another, who was stradc fhiong^ the body, so Hiat the 
lance came ont hehind his hack ahout a cloth-yard, all 
dripping with blood. Allowing for such accidents, 
which cannot easily be avoided, my opponents parted 
with me with fair acknowledgment of the giaee I had 
done them." 

** I conceive. Sir Knight,'* said the Emperor, " that a 
form like yours, animated by the course you display, is 
likdy to find few eqaak even among your adventurous 
ooontiTmen ; &r less among men who are tan^t that 
to east away their lires in a senseless qoanel among 
themselves, is to throw away, like a boy, the gifts of 
Providence." 

« Yon are welcome to yonr (pinion," said the f'rank^ 
Somewhat eontemptaoBBly ; ''jet I assoxe you, i£ fou 
donbt that onr gallant sfarife was nnmized witii snllen- 

ness and anger, and that we hunt not the hart or the 
boar with merrier hearts in the evening, than we die* 
charge our task of chiyalxy by the mom had arisen, 
before the portal of the old chiqpd^ you do ns lonl in* 
jnstioa" 
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With the Turks you will not eigoy this amiable 
exobange of oonrtesiee,'' answered Alexins. ^^Where- 
fore I would advise you neither to stray far iitLo tiie van 
nor into the rear, but to abide by the standard where 
the best in£dels make their efforts, and the best knights 
are zeqniied to repel them.'' 

^ By Onr Lady of the Broken LanceSy'' said the Cru- 
sader, " I would not that the Tuiks were more courteous 
than they are Christian, and am well pleased that unbe- 
lioTer and heathen honnd are a proper description for 
the best of them,,as being tiaitor alike to tiieir God and 
to the laws of chivalry ; and devoutly do I trust that I 
shall meet with them in tlio front rank of our army, 
beside our standard, or elsewhere, and have an open 
ileid to do my devoir against them, both as the enemies 
of Onr Lady and the holy sainta^ and as, by their evil 
customs, more expressly my own. Meanwhile you have 
time to seat yourself and receive my homage, and I will 
be bound to you for despatching this foolish ceremony 
witii as little waste and delay of time as the occasion 
will permit." 

The Emperor hastily seated himself, and received 
into his the sinewy hands of the Crosader, who made 
the acknowledgment of his homage, and was then 
goided off by Connt Baldwin, who walked with the 
stianger to the ships, and then, apparently well pleased 
at seeing him in the course of going on board, returned 
back to the side of the Emperor. 

What is the nams^*' said the Emperor, '*<3i that 
singular and assnming manl** 

b2 
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" It is Boberty Count of Paii^" dsmwmd. Baldwin, 
accounted one of the biarat peen who stand aionnd 

the throne of France." 

After a moment's recollection, Alexius Comnenus 
issued orders, that the ceremonial of thd day should be 
discontinued, afraid, perhaps, lest the rough and careless 
humour of the strangeis should produce some new 
quarrel. The crusaders were led, nothing loth, back 
to palaces in which they had already been hospitably 
received, and readily resumed the interrupted feasl^ 
from which they had been called to pay their homage. 
The trumpets of the Tarious leaders blew the recall of 
the few troops of an ordinary character who were atten- 
dant^ together with the host of knights and leaders, 
who, pleased with the indulgences pioyided for them, 
and obscuxely foreseeing that the passage of the Bos- 
phorus would be the commencement of their actual 
suffering, rejoiced on being called to the hither side. 

It was not probably intended ; but the hero, as he 
nu£^t be styled, of the tumultuous day, Count Bobert 
of Paris, who was already on his road to embarkation 
on the strait, was disturbed in his purpose by the sound 
of recall which was echoed around; nor could Boho- 
mond, Godfrey, or any who took upon him to explain 
the signal, alter his resolution of returning to Constan- 
tinople. He laughed to soom the tiixeatened displeasure 
of the Empeior, and seemed to think there would be a 
peculiar pleasure in braving Alexius at his own board, 
or, at least, that nothing could be more indifferent than 
whether he gave offonce or not 
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To Qodfiray of Bonillon, to whom lie showed some 

Tespect, he was still £sir from paying deference; and 
that sagacious prince, having used every argument 
which might shake hi3 purpose of retumijQg to the 
impeiial eity, to the yety point of making it a qnaziel 
inth him in person, at length abandoned him to his 
own discretion, and pointed him out to the Count of 
Thoulousc, as he passed, as a wild knight-errant, in- 
capable of being influenced by any tiling save his own 
wayward faney. *^ He hiings not hve hundred men to 
the crusade," said Godfrey; ''and I dare be sworn, that 
even in this, the very ontset of the nndertaking, he 
knows not where these five hundred men are, and how 
their wants are provided for. There is an eternal 
trumpet in his ear sounding to assault nor has he room 
or time to hear a milder or more rational signal See 
how he strolls along yonder, the very emblem of an idle 
schoolboy, broke out of the school-hounds upon a holiday, 
half animated by curiosity and haK by love of mischief." 

« Andy" said Baymond, Ck)nnt of Thonlonse^ '' with 
resolution sufficient to support the desperate purpose of 
the whole army of devoted crusaders. And yet so pas- 
sionate a liodomont is Count Robert, that he would 
rather risk the success of the whole expeditLon, than 
omit an opportunity of meeting a worthy antagonist 
m champ-doi, or lose, as he terms it, a chance of wor- 
shipping Our Lady of the Broken Lances. Who are 
yon with whom he has now met^ and who are apparently 
walking, or lather strolling, in the same way with him, 
hack to Constantinople f" 
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" An armed Imight, brilliantly equipped — yet of 
sometliing less than knightly stature/' answered God- 
frey. " It is, I supi)ose, the celebrated lady who won 
Eoberf 8 heart in the lists of battle, by bravery and 
▼alonr eqnal to his own ; and the pilgrim fonn in the 
long yestments may be their daughter or niece." 

" A singular spectacle, worthy Knight," said the 
Goiint of Thoulouse, "do our days present to us, to 
which we have had nothing similasv since Graita^* wife 
of Bobert Guiscard, finst took upon her to diatingnish 
herself by manly deeds of emprise, and rival her hus- 
band, as well in the front of battle as at the dancing- 
room or banquet." 

Such is the custom of this pair, most noble £nighV' 
answered aaotiher Gmsader, who had joined them, and 
Heaven pity the poor man who has no power to keep 
domestic peace by an appeal to the stronger hand ! " 

" Well ! " replied Raymond, " if it be rather a morti- 
fying reflection, that the lady of our love is &r past the 
bloom of youth, it is a consolation that she is too old- 
fashioned to beat us, when we return back with no 
more of youth or manhood than a long crusade has left. 
But come, follow on the road to Constantinople, and in 
the rear of this most doughty knight" 

• Note D.— Qaita. 
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Those were wild times — the antipodes of ours : 
Ladies were there, who oftener saw themselves 
In the broad lustre of a foeman's shield 
Than in a mirror, and who rather sought 
To match themselves in battle, than in dalliance 
To meet a lover's onset. — But though Nature 
Was outraged thus, she was not overcome. 

FEDDAJi Times. 

Brenhilda, Countess of Paris, was one of those stalwart 
dames who willingly hazarded themselves in the front 
of battle, which, during the first crusade, was as common 
as it was possible for a very unnatural custom to be, 
and, in fact, gave the real instances of the Marphisaa 
and Bradamantes, whom the writers of romance de- 
lighted to paint, assigning them sometimes the advan- 
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tage of mvulnenible aimonr, or a spear whose fluraftt 
did not admit of being resisted, in order to soften the 

improbability of tlie weaker sex being frequently vic- 
torious over the male part of the creation. 

But the spell of Brenhilda was of a more simple 
nature^ and rested chiefly in her great beanly. 

From a girl she despised the pursuits of her sex; 
and they who yentured to become suitors for the hand 
of the young lady of Afipramonte, to wliich warlike fief 
she had succeeded, and which perhaps encouraged her 
in her imcj, xeceived for answer, that they mnst first 
merit it by their good behayionr in the lists. The 
father of Brenhilda was dead; her mother was of a 
gentle temper, and easily kept under management by 
the young lady herselfl 

Br^ihilda's numerous suitors readily agreed to terms 
which were too much according to the manners of the 
age to be disputed. A tournament was held at the 
Castle of Aspramonte, in which one half of the gallant 
assembly rolled headlong before their successful rivals, 
and withdrew from the lists mortified and disappointed. 
The suocessfbl party among the suitors were expected 
to be summoned to joust among themselyes. But they 
were surprised at being made acquainted with the lady's 
further will She aspired to wear armour herself, to 
wield a lance^ and back a steed, and prayed the knights 
that they would permit a kdy, whom they professed to 
honour so highly, to mingle in their games of chivalTy. 
The young knights courteously received their young 
mialxess in the list^ and smiled at the idea of her 
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holding them triiunphaQtly against so many gallant cham- 
pions of the other sex. liut the vassals and old servants 
of the Count, her father smiled to each other, and inti- 
mated a different result than the gallants anticipated. 
The knights who encountered the fur Brenhilda were 
one by one stretched on the sand ; nor was it to be 
denied, that the situ;itiou of tilting with one of the 
handsomest women of the time was an extremely era- 
honrassing one. Each youth was bent to withhold his 
chaige in full ToUey, to cause his steed to swerve at the 
MI shock, or in some other way to flinch from doing 
the utmost which was necessary to gMin the victory, 
lest, in so gaining it^ he miiTlit cause irreparable ijijury 
to the beautiful opponent he tilted with. But the Lady 
of Aspramonte was not one who could be conquered by 
less than the exertion of the whole strength and talents 
of the victor. The defeated suitors de])arted from the 
lists the more mortified at their discomliture, because 
Eobert of Paris arrived at sunset, and, understanding 
what was going forward, sent his name to the barriers, 
as that of a knight who would willingly forego the 
reward of the touriiaiiient, in case he bad th(' lurtuue 
to gain it, declaring, that neither lands nor ladies* 
charms were what he came thither to seek. Brenhilda^ 
piqued and mortified, chose a new lance^ mounted her 
best steed, and advanced into the lists as one deter- 
mined to avenge upon the new a.ssaihmt's brow the 
slight of her charms which he seemed to express. But 
whether her displeasure had somewhat interfered with 
her usual skilly <nr whether she had, like others of her 
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sex, felt a partiality towards one whose heart was not 
particularly set upon gaining hers — or ^v}lethe^, as is 
often said on such occasions, her fated hour was come, 
80 it was that Covait Eobert tilted with hk usoal 
address and good fortnna Bienhilda of Aspramonte 
was unhorsed and tmhehned, and stretched on the 
earth, and the beautiful face, which faded from very red 
to deadly pale beibre the eyes of the victor, produced 
its natural efiSact in raising the value of bis conquest 
He would^ in conformity with bis resolution^ bave left 
the castle after having mortified the vanity of the lady; 
but her mother opportunely interposed ; and when she 
had satisfied herself that no serious injury had been 
sustained by the young heiress, she returned her thanks 
to the stranger knight who bad taught her daughter a 
lesson, which, she trusted, she would not easily forget. 
Thus t-empted to do what he secretly wished, Count 
Kobert gave oar to those sentiments, which naturally 
whispered to him to be in no huny to withdraw. 

He was of the blood of Cbailemagne, and, what was 
still of more consequence in the young lad/s eyes, one 
of the most renowned of ITorman knights in that 
jousting day. After a residence of ten days in the 
castle of Aspramonte, the bride and bridegroom set out^ 
for such was Count Bobert^s will, with a competent 
train, to Our lady of the Broken Lances, where it 
pleased him to be wedded. Two knights, who were 
waiting to do battle, as was the custom of the place, 
were rather disappointed at the nature of the cavalcade, 
which seemed to interrupt their purpose. But greatly 
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were they suiprised when they received a cartel from 
the betrothed coaple^ offoiing to sabstitate their own 

persons in the room of other antagonists, and congra- 
tulating themselves in commencmg tboir married life 
in a manner sc consistent with that which they had 
hitherto led. They were Tictonons as usual ; and the 
only persons having occasion to rue the complaisance 
of the Connt and his bride, were the two strangers, 
one of whom broke an arm in the rencontre, and the 
other dislocated a coUar-bone. 

Count £oberf s course of knight-enantiy did not 
seem to be in the least intermitted by Ids marriage ; 
on the contrary, when he was called upon to support 
liis reno'vvn, his wife was often known also in military 
exploits, nor was she inferior to him in thirst after 
teoDB, They both assumed the croas at the same time, 
that being tiien the predominating folly in Europe. 

The Countess Brenhilda was now above six-and- 
twenty years old, with as much beauty as can well 
fEdl to the share ol an Amazon. A figure of the 
largest feminine size, was soxmounted by a noble coun- 
tenance, to which even repeated warlike toils had not 
given more than a sunny hue, relieved by tho dazzling 
whiteness of such parts of her face as were not usually 
displayed. 

As Alexius gave orders that his retinue should return 
to Constantinople, he spoke in private to the Follower, 

Achilles Tatius. The Satrap answered with a submis- 
sive bend of the head, and separated with a few 
attendants from the main body of the Emperor's train. 
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The principal xoad to the dty of caaxae, filled wi^ 
the troops, and "with the numeroue crowds of spectators, 

all of Avhom were inconvenienced in some degree by 
the dust and heat of the weather. 

Count Eobert of Paris had emharked his horses on 
board of ship^ and all hia retinue, except an old squire 
or valet of his own, and an attendant of his wife. He 
felt liimself more incommoded in this crowd than he 
desired, especially as his wife shared it with him, and 
began to look among the scattered trees which fringed 
the shores, down almost to the tide-mark, to see if he 
could discern any by-path which might carry them more 
civciiiiously, but more pleasantly, to the city, and atford 
them at the same time, what was their principal object 
in the East, strange sights, or ady^tures of chivalry. 
A broad and beaten path seemed to promise them all 
the enjoyment which shade could give in a warm 
climate. Tlie ground tliruugli which it wound its way 
was beautifully broken by the appearance of temples, 
churches, and kiosks, and here and there a fountain 
distributed its silver produce, like a benevolent indi- 
viduaJf who, self-denying to himself is liberal to all 
others who are in necessity. The distant sound of the 
martial music still regaled their way ; and, at the same 
time, as it detained the populace on the high-road, pre- 
vented the strangeiB from becoming incommoded with 
fellow-travellers. 

Eejoicing in the abated heat of the day — wonder- 
ing, at the same time, at the various kinds of architec- 
ture, the strange features of the landscape, or accidental 
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touches of mazmei8» exhibited by those who met or 
passed them upon their joumej, they strolled easily 
onwards. One figure particnlarly caught the attention 

of the Countess Brenhilda. This was an old man of 
great stature, engaged, apparently, so deeply with the 
roll of parchment which he held in hia hand, that he 
paid no attention to the olgects which were passing 
around him. Deep thought appeared to reign on his 
brow, and his eye was of that piercing kind which 
seems designed to search and winnow the friyolous 
firom the edifying part of human discussion, and limit 
its inquiry to the last Bailing his eyes slowly from 
the parchment on which he had been gazing, the look 
of Agelastes — for it was the sago himself — encountered 
those of Count liohert and his lady, and addressing 
them with the kindly epithet of "my children," 
he asked if they had missed their road, or whether 
there was any tiling in which he could do them any 
pleasure. 

"We are strangers, father," was the answer, "from 
a distant country, and bek>nging to the army which 
has passed hither upon pilgrimage ; one object brings 
us here in common, we hope, with all that host We 

desire to pay our devotions where the great ransom 
was paid for us, and to free, by our good swords, en- 
slaved Palestine, from the usurpation and tyranny of 
the infideL When we hare said this^ we have an- 
nounoed our highest human motiTe. Tet Bobert of 
Paris and liis Countess would not willingly set their 
foot on a land, save what should resound its echo. 
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They have not been accustomed to moYe in silence 
upon the lace of the eaa^ and they wonld purchase 
an eternal life of fiune, though it were at the price of 
mortal eonstenoe.'' 

"You seek, then, to barter safety for fame/' said 
Agelastefl^ "though you may, perchance, throw death 
into the scale by which you hope to gain iil" 

« Assniedly/' said Count Bobert; ^nor is there one 
wearing such a belt as this^ to whom such a thought 
is stranger." 

** And as I understand,'' said Agelastes^ youi lady 
shares with your hononiable self in these yakooas reso- 
lutions 9— Can this be 1" 

" You may undervalne my female courage, &ther, if 

such is your will," said the Countess ; " but I speak in 
presence of a witness who can attest the truth, when 
I say that a man of half your yean had not doubted 
the truth with impunity/' 

" Nay, Heayen protect me from the lightning of your 
eyes," said Agelastes, "whether in anger or in scorn. 
I bear an aegis about myself against what I should else 
have feared But age, with its incapacities, brings also 
its apologies. Perhaps^ indeed, it is one like me whom 
you seek to find, and in that case I should be happy to 
render to you sucli services as it is my duLy to oifer to 
aU worthy knights/* 

''I haye already said,'' replied Count Eobert, ^Hhat 
after the aoc<miplishment of my tow," — ^he looked up- 
wards and crossed himself—'' there is nothing on earth 
to which I am more bound tlian to celebrate my name 
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in amis as becomes a Taliaot cavalier. When men die 
obscnielj they die for 0?er. Had my anoeator Gharlea 
never left the paltry banks of the Saale, he had not 

now been much better known than any vine-dresser 
who wielded his pruning-hook in the same territories. 
But he boze him like a biave man, and his name is 
deatlileas in the memoxy the worthy." 

" Yoong man/' said the old Gheedany ^ although it is 
but seldom that such as you, whom T was made to serve 
and to value, visit this country, it is not the less true 
that I am well qualified to srare you in the matter 
which yon have so mnch at heart My aoqnaintance 
with nature has been so peifbet and so long, that, 
during its continuance, she has disappeared, and another 
world has been spread before me, in which she has but 
little to da Thus the curious stores which I have 
assembled are beyond the researches of other men, and 
not to be laid before those whose deeds of vakmr are 
to be bounded by the ordinary probabilities of everyday 
nature. ITo romancer of your romantic country ever 
devised saeh extraosdinaiy adventures out of his own 
imagination^ and to ibed i2ie idle wonder of those who 
sat listening around, as tbose which I'lmow, not of 
idle invention, but of real positive existence, with the 
means of achieving and accomplishing the oonditiona of 
each adventure." 

^ If soch be your real profession,'^ said the Ereneh 
Coant, " you have met one of those whom you chiefly 
search for ; nor will my Countess and I stir farther 
upon oui road until you have pointed out to us some 
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ono of those adventures which it is the business of 
errant-knight«^ to be industrious in seeking out." 




So saying, he sat down by the side of the old man ; 
and his lady, with a degree of reverence which had 
something in it almost diverting, followed his example. 
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Wo have fallen riglit, Brenhilda/' said Count 
Hobert ; " our guardian angel has watched his charge 
caieMly. Here have we come among an ignorant aet 
of pedants, chatteiing their abanid language, and hold- 
ing more important the least look that a cowardly 
Emperor can give, than tlic best h\o^v tliat a good 
knight can deal. Believe me, I was well-nigh thinking 
that we had done ill to take the cross — Crod foigiTO 
such an impious doubt I Yet heFe, when we were even 
despairing to find the road to &me, we have met with 
one of those excellent iiR ii whom the knights of yore 
were wont to find sitting by springs, by crosses, and by 
altars, ready to direct the wandering knight where fame 
was to be found. Disturb him not^ my Brenhilda^" said 
the County but let him recall to himself his stories of 
the aneioiit tini!', and tliou shult see he will emich us 
with the treasures of his iniormation." 

'^If/' replied Agelastes, after some pause, ^'I have 
waited for a longer term than human life is granted to 
most men, I shall still be overpaid by dedicating what 
remains of existence to the service of a pair so devoted 
to chivalry. What first occurs to me is a story of our 
Greek country, so famous in adventureSi and which I 
shall briefly detail to you : — 

"Afiir hence, in our renowned Grecian Archipelago, 
amid storms aud whirlpools, rocks which, changing their 
character, appear to precipitate themselves against each 
other, and billows that are never in a pacific state, lies 
the rich island of Zulichium, inhabited, notwithstanding 
its wealth, by a very few natives, who Hve only upon 

VOL. XL VI. S 
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the sea-coast. The inland part of the island is one im- 
mense mountain, or pile of mountains, amongst which, 
those who dare approach near enough, may, we are 
assniedy discern the moss-grown and antiquated towers 
and pinnacles of a stately^ bat ruinous castle^ the habi- 
tation of the sovereign of the island, in which she has 
been enchanted for a great many years. 

^'A bold knight, who came upon a pilgrimage to 
Jerusalem^ made a vow to deliyer this unhappy victim 
ofi^pain and soioeiy; feeling with justice, yehemently 
offended, that the fiends of darkness should exercise any 
authority near the Holy Liiud, which might he termed 
the very fountain of hght. Two of the oldest inhabit- 
ants of the island undertook to guide him as near to the 
main gate as they duist^ nor did they approach it more 
closely than the length of a bow-s^ot Here, then, 
abandoned to himself, the brave Frank set forth upon 
his enterprise, with a stout heart, and Heaven alone 
to Mend. The fabric which he approached showed, 
by its gigantic size^ and splendour of outline^ the 
power and wealth of the potentate who had erected it 
The brazen gates unfolded themselves as if with hope 
and pleasure ; and aerial voices swept around the 
spires and turrets, congratulating the genius of the 
place^ it might be^ upon the expected approach of its 
deliverer. 

The knight passed on, not unmoved with wonder, 
though untainted by fear ; and the Gothic splendours 
which he saw were of a kind highly to ejudt his idea 
of the beauty of the mistress for whom a prison-house 
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had been so richly decorated. Guards there were in 
Eastern dress and arms, upon bulwark and buttress, in 
leadinessy it appealed, to bend their bows; but the 
-wiBXiion weze motioiiless and sileiii^ and took no more 
notiee of armed step of the knight than if a monk 
or hermit had approached their guarded post. They 
were living, and yet, as to all power and sense, they 
mjght be consideied among the dead. If there vaa 
troth in the old tradition, tibe son Lad shone and the 
rain had &llen upon than for more than four hundred 
changing seasons, without their being sensible of the 
genial warmth of the one or the coldness of the other, 
like the Isnelites m the desert^ theb shoes had not 
decayed, nor their yestments iraxed old. As Tune left 
them, so and without alteration was he again to find 
them." The philosopher began now to recall what he 
had heard of the cause of their enchantment 

" The sage to whom this potent chaim is imputed, 
was one of the Magi who followed the tenets of Zoroaster. 
He had come to the court of this youthful Princess, 
wlio received him with every attention which gratified 
vauiiy could dictate, so that in a short time her awe of 
this grave personage was lost in the sense of ascendency 
which her heauly gaye her over him. It was no difficult 
matter — in &ct it happens every day — fcft the heautiM 
woman to lull the wise man into what is not inaptly 
called a fooFs paradise. The sage was induced to at- 
tempt feats of youth which his years rendered ridiculous ; 
he could command the elements, hut the common course 
of nature was beyond his power. When, therelbre^ he 

8 2 



Digitized by Google 



260 



WAVEELEY NOVELS 



exerted his magic strength, the mountains bent and the 
seas receded ; but when the philosopher attempted to 
lead foitix the Princess of Zulichium in the youthM 
dance, youths and maidens tnined their keada aside lest 
they should make too manifBst the Indidoos ideas idtli 
wkick they were impressed- 

Unhappily, as the aged, even the wisest of them, 
-fdll fbiget themselyee, so the young nattually enter 
into an alliance to spy oni^ ridicule, and e^joy their 
^bibles. 'Many were the glances which the Frinoess 
sent among her retinue, intimating the nature of the 
amusament which she received from the attentions of 
2ier f evaidable lover. In process of time she lost her 
canidoD, imd a gkmce was detected, expressiog to the 
old man ;the ridicule and contempt in whidi h» had 
been all along held by the object of his affections. 
Earth has no passion so bitter as love converted to 
' hatred ; -^nd while the 8age>.bitterly regretted whafe he 
had^iene^ he did not the less resent tiie light-hearted 
folly of Hie Princess by whom he had been duped 

If, however, lie was angry, he possessed the art to 
conceal it. Kot a word, not a look expressed the bitter 
di8ap{>ointment which he had received. A shade of 
melandBKdy, ^or rather gloom, upon his brow, alone inti- 
mated the coming storm. The Princess became some- 
what alarmed ; she was besides extremely good-natured, 
nor had her intentions of leading the old man into 
what would render him ridiculous, been so accurately 
planned with malice prepense^ as they were the effect 
of aoddent and chance. She saw the pain which he 
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suffexed, and thought to end it hy going up to biniy 
when about to retire, and kindly wishing him good- 
night 

** * You say well, daughter/ Baid the sage, * good- 
night — but who^ of the numbeis who hear me^ shall say 
good-monimg V 

The speech drew little attention, although two or 
three persons to whom the character of the sage was 
known, Hed from the island that very iught» and by 
tiieir zepoit made known the ciicDmstaneeB attending 
the first infliction of this extraordinary spell on those 
who remained within the Castle. A sleep like that of 
death fell upon them, and was not removed. Most of 
the inhabitants left the isiand ; the few who remaiaed 
were caatioos how they appioaidied the Castle, and 
watched nntil some bold adyentorer shonld bring that 
happy awakening which the speech of the sorcerer 
seemed in some degree to intimate. 

Never seemed there a fEoier opportunity for that 
awakening to take place than when the pioad step of 
Artavan de HantUen was placed upon those enehanted 
courts. On the left, lay tlie palace and donjon-keep ; 
but the right, more attractive, seemed to invite to the 
apartment o£ the women. At a side-door, reclined on a ■ 
conch, two guards of the haram, with their naked 
swords grasped in their hands, and featores fiendishly- 
contorted between sleep and dissolution, seemed to 
menace death to any who should venture to approach. 
This threat deterred not Artavan de Hautlieu. He 
approached the entrance, when the doora^ like those of 
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the great entrance to the Gaetley made fbeumlYeB 
instantly accessible to bim. A gnaid-ioom of the same 

effeminate soldiers roceived him, nor could the strictest 
examination have discovered to him whether it was 
sleep or death which arrested the eyes that seemed to 
look npon and piohibit his advance. Unheeding the 
piesence of tbese ghastly sentinels, Artavan pressed 
forward into an inner apartment, where 1( male slaves of 
the most distinguished beauty were visible iu the atti- 
tude of those who had already assumed their dress for 
the nigbt Theie was mnch in this scene which niigbt 
bave arrested so young a pilgrim as ArtaTan of Hant- 
lieu ; but his heart was fixed on achieving the liee- 
dom of the beautiful Princess, nor did he suffer himself 
to be withdrawn from that object by any inferior consi- 
deration. He passed on, therefoie^ to a little ivoiy door, 
which, after a momenif s pause, as if in maidenly besita- 
tion, gave way like the rest, and yielded access to the 
sleeping apartment of the Princess herself. A soft 
light, resembling that of evening, penetrated into a 
chamber where ereiything seemed contrived to exalt 
the luxQiy of slumber. The beape of cushions, which 
formed a stately bed, seemed rather to be touched than 
' impressed by the form of a nympb of fifteen, the 
renowned Princess of Zulichium." 

Without interrupting you, good &ther," said the 
Countess Brenbilda, it seems to me that we can com- 
prehend the picture of a woman asleep without much 
dilating upon it, and that such a subject is little recom- 
mended either by our age or by yours." 
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Paidou me^ noble lady/' answered Agelastes^ ^* the 
most appxoyed part of my stoiy has eyer been this pas- 
Bage, and while I now suppress it in obedience to yonr 

command, "bear notice, I pray you, that I sacrifice the 
most beautiful part of the tale.*' 

Brenhilda»'' added the County " I am surprised you 
think of interrapting a story whicb has hitherto pro- 
ceeded with so much fbre ; the telling of a few words 
more or less will surely have a much greater influ- 
ence upon the sense of the narrative, than such an 
addition can possibly possess over our sentiments of 
action." 

" As you will," said his lady, throwing herself care- 
lessly back upon the seat ; " but methinks the worthy 
father protracts this discourse, till it becomes of a nature 
more trifling than interesting." 

« Brenhilda," said the Count, this is the first time 
I bave remarked in you a woman's weakness." 

" I may as well say, Count Ptubert, that it is the first 
time," answered Brenhilda, that you have shown to 
me the inconstangr of yonr sex." 

** Grods and goddesses," said the philosopher, was 
ever known a quarrel more absurdly founded ! The 
Countess is jealous oi" one whom her husband probably 
never will see, nor is there any prospect that the 
Princess of Zulichium will be hereafter better known 
to the modem world, than if the curtain hung before 
her tomb." 

" Proceed," said Count Robert of Paris ; " if Sir 
Artavan of Hautlieu has not accomplished the enfran- 
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ehiBement of the Prineess of Znltehinnij I make a tow ' 
to our Lady of the Broken Lancee,'' — 

" Remeiiiber," said his lady, interfering, " tliat you 
are already under a vow to free the Sepulchre of God ; 
and to that^ methinks, all lighter engiigemeiits might 
give place.'' 

« Well, lady— well," said Connt Bobert, but half 

satisfied witii this interference, " I will not en^^ago 
myself, you may be assured, on any adventure which 
may claim precedence of the enterprise of the Holy 
Sepolchie^ to which we axe all bonnd." 

^* Alas I'' said Agelastes, the distance of Ztdichiom 
from the speediest route to the sepulchre is so small, 
that " 

Worthy father/' said the Coimtess^ " we will, if it 
pleases 3roii, hear your tale to an end, and then deter- 
mine what we will do. We Norman ladies^ descend- 
ants of the old Germans, claim a voice with our lords 
in the council which precedes the battle ; nor has 
our assistance in the conflict been deemed altogether 
useless.** 

The tone in which this was spoken conyeyed an 

awkward inuendo to the philosopher, who began to. 
foresee that the guidance of the Norman knight would 
be more difficult than he had foreseen, while his consort 
remained by his side. He took up, thereloze^ his oratory 
on somewhat a lower key than before, and avoided those 
warm descriptions which had given such offence to the 
Countess Brenhilda. 

" Sir Artavan de HauUieu^ says the story, considered 
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' in what way he should aocoet the sleeping damse], when 
it occurred to him in what manner the charm would be 

most likely to be reversed. I am in your judgment, 
fair lady, if lie judged wrong in resolving that the 
method of his address should be a kiss upon the lips/' 
The colour of Brenhilda was somewhat heightened^ 
but she did not deem the observation worthy of 
notice. 

" 2^'ever had so innocent an action," continued the 
philosopher, "an effect more horrible. The delightful 
light of a summer evening was instantly changed into a 
strange lurid hue, which, infected with, sulphur, seemed 
to breathe suffocation through the apartment The rich 
hangings, and splendid furniture of the chamber, the 
very walls themselves, were changed into huge stones 
tossed together at random, like the inside of a wild 
beast's den, nor was the den without an inhabitant 
The beautiM and innocent lips to which Artayan de 
Hautlieu had approached his own, were now changed 
into the hideous and bizarre form, and bestial aspect of 
a fiery dragon. A moment she hoyered upon the wing, 
and it is said, had Sir Artayan fbund courage to repeat 
•his salute three times, he would then have remained 
master of all the wealth, and of the disenchanted prin- 
cess. But the opportunity was lost, and the dragon, or 
the creature who seemed such, sailed out at a side 
window upon its broad penn<m% uttering loud wails of 
disappointment" 

Here ended the story of Agelastes. " Tlie Princess," 
he said, ''is still supposed to abide her doom in the 
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iBland of ZHlifthlnrn, and aeraal kni^tB bare under- 
taken the adyenture ; but I know not whether it was 

the fear of saluting the sleeping maiden, or that of 
approaching the dragon into which she was transformed, 
bat 80 it ifl^ the apeli zemauis nnaehiflred* I know the 
iray, and if yon say the word, yon may be toonoxxow on 
the road to the castle of enchantment" 

The Countess heard this proposal with the deepest 
anxietjy ibr she know that ahe mighty by opposition, 
detennine ber husband ineroeably upon fotUowing out 
the enterpriae. She stood tbeiefoie with a timid and 
bashful look, strange in a person whose bearing was 
generally so dauntless, and prudently left it to the unin- 
fluenced mind of Count liobert to form, the resolution 
which should best please him. 

Brenbilda," be said, taking ber band, ''fione and 
honour are dear to thy husband as ever they were to 
knight who buckled a brand upon his side. Thou hast 
done, perhaps, I may say, for me, what I might in vain 
banre looked for from ladiea of thy condition; and there- 
fine thou mayest well expect a casting voice in such 
points of deliberation. — Why dost thou wander by the 
side of a foreign and unhealthy shore, instead of the 
banks of the lovely Seine) — 'Why dost thou wear 
a diess unusual to thy serf — Why dost thou seek 
death, and think it litUe in comparison of sbameY — 
Why 1 but that the Count of Paris may have a bride 
worthy of — Dost thou think that this affection 
is thrown acwayl No^ by the saints! Thy knight 
npajB it as be best ongbi^ and sacrificea to thee eveiy 
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thoagbt vhidL thy aflfoefeion may lead than entirelj 

approve 

Poor BrcnMLda, confused as she was by the various 
emotions with which, she was agitated, now in vain 
endeavomed to m*"^*"" the heroic deportment wliich 
her ehaiacter aa an AouuRm leqiiixed iKsm hers She 
attempted to assame the pmmd and lofty look which 
was properly her own, but failing in the effort, she 
thiew herself into the Count's arms, hung round his 
necli:, and wept like a village maiden, whose true love 
is piesaed for the wan. Her hnabandy a little aahamed^ 
while he was much moved by this butat of affection in 
one to whoso character it seemed an unusual attribute, 
was, at the same time, pleased and proud that he could 
have awakened an affection so genuine and so gentle in 
a soul 80 high-spirited and so imhending. 

^ Kot thus/' he said, my Bienhilda ! I woald not 
have it thus, either for thine own sake or for mine. ' 
Do not let this wise old man suppose that thy heart is 
made of the malleable stuff which forms that of other 
maidens ; and apologuse to him^ aa may well become 
thee, for having prevented my nndertaking the adven- 
ture of Zulichium, which he recommends." 

It was not easy for Brenhilda to recover herself after 
having afforded so notable an instance how nature can 
vindicate her ri^ts, with whatever rigour ahe may have 
been disciplined and tyrannized over. With a look of 
ineffable affection, she disjoiaed hcrseK from her hus- 
band, still keeping hold of his hand, and turning to the 
old man with a countenance in which the half-ef&ced 
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teais \rm saoceeded by smiles of pleasnie and of 
modesty^ she spoke to Agelastes as she would to a 

person whom she respected, and towards whom slio had 
some offence to atone, "father,' she said, respect- 
fully, be not angry with me that I should have been 
an obstacle to one of the best knights that eyes spoiled 
steed, undertaking the enterprise of thine enchanted 
Princess ; but the truth is, that in our land, where 
knighthood and religion agree in permitting only one 
lady love, and one lady wife, we do not quite so wil- 
lin^y see our husbands run into danger — especially of 
that kind where lonely ladies are the parties relieved — 
and — and kisses are the ransom paid. I have as much 
confidence in my Eobert's Melity, as a lady can have in 
a loving knight, but still " 

'* Lovely lady," said Agelastea^ whoy notwithstanding 
his highly artificial character, could not help being 
moved by the simple and sincere affection of the hand- 
some young pair, " you liave done no Qvil. The state 
of the Princess is no worse than it was, and there can- 
not be a doubt that the knight £E^ted to relieve her, will 
appear at the destined period" 

The Countess smiled sadly, and shook her head. 
" You do not know," she said, " how powerful is the 
aid of which I have unhappily deprived this unfor- 
tunate lady, by a jealousy which I now feel to have 
been alike paltry and unworthy ; and, such is my re- 
gret, that I could hud in my heart to retract my oppo- 
sition to Count Kobert^s undertaking this adventure.'* 
She looked at her husband with some anxiety, as one 
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that bad made an offer ahe would not villingly see 
accepted, and did not leoorer her ooan^ until lie said, 
decidedly, "Brenidlda, that may not he.*' 

And why, then, may not Brenhilda herself take the 
adventure," continued the Countess, "since she can 
neither fear the GharmB of the Princess nor the terrors 
of the dragon 1** 

'^Lady,** said Agelastes, ''tibe Pimeees must he 
awakened by the kiss of love, and not by that of 
friendship." 

''A sufficient reason,'' said the Countess^ smiling^ 
why a lady may not wish her lord to go forth npon an 
adventure of which the conditions are so regulated.'^ 

"l^oble minstrel, or herald, or by whatever name 
this country calls you," said Count Bobert^ "accept a 
small remuneration for an hour pleasantly spent^ though 
spent, unhappily, in vain. I should make some apology 
for the meanness of my offering, but !French knights, 
you may have occasion to know, are more full of fame 
than of wealth.'* 

IXot for that, noble sir," replied Agelastes, would 
I refuse your munificence ; a besant firom your worthy 
hand, or that of your noble-minded lady, were centupled 
in its value, by the eminence of the persons from whom 
it came, I would hang it round my neck by a string 
of pearly and when I came into the presence of knights 
and of ladies^ I would proclaim that this additi<m to 
my achievement of armorial distinction, was bestowed 
by the renowned Count Eobert of Paris, and his un- 
equalled lady." The Knight and the Countess looked 
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on eacli oiiher, and the lady, taking from her fioiger a 

ring of pure gold, prayed the old man to accept of it, as 
a mark of her esteem and her husband's. " With one 
other condition," said the philosopher, " which I trust 
yon will not find altogether nnsatisfactoiy. I have, on 
the way to the dty by the most pleasant road, a small 
kiosk, or hermitage, where T sometimes receiye my 
friends, who, I venture to say, are among the most 
respectable personages of this empire. Two or three of 
these will piobably honour my residence to-day, and 
partake of the proyision it affords. Could I add to 
these the company of the nohle Count and Countess 
of Paris, I should deem my poor habitation honoured 
for ever." 

" How say you, my noble wife ? " said the Count 
*<The company of a minstrel befits the highest birth, 
honours the highest rank, and adds to the greatest 

iicliievements ; and the uivitation does us too much 
credit to be rejected.*' 

It grows somewhat late," said the Countess : " but 
we came not heie to shun a sinking sun or a darkening 
sky, and I feel it my duty, as well as my satis&ction, to 
place at the command of the good father every pleasure 
which it is in my power to offer to him, for having been 
the means of your neglecting his advice." 

The path is so short," said Agelastes, ''that we had 
better keep our present mode of trayeUing^ if the lady 
should not want the assistance of horses." 

" No horses on my account," said the Lady Bren- 
hilda. My waiting woman, Agatha^ has what neces- 
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saries I may lequire ; and, for the leist^ no knight eTer 
toiYelled 60 little embaxiassed inth baggage as my 
husband." 

Agelastes, therefore, led the way through the deepen- 
ing voody which was freshened by the cooler breath of 
evening^ and his guests accompanied bint 
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Without, a ruin, broken, tangled, cumbrous, 
Within, it was a little paradise, 
Where Taste had made her dwelling. Statuary, 
First-born of human art, moulded her images, 
And bade men mark and worship. 

Anonymous. 

The Count of Paris and his lady attended the old man, 
whose advanced age, his excellence in the use of the 
French language, which ho spoke to admiration, — 
above all, his skill in applying it to poetical and 
romantic subjects, whicli^was essential to what was 
then termed history and belles lettres, — drew from the 
noble hearers a degree of applause, which, as Agelastes 
had seldom been vain enough to consider as his due, so, 
on the part of the Knight of Paris and his lady, had it 
been but rarely conferred. 

They had walked for some time by a path which 
sometimes seemed to hide itself among the woods that 
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came down to the shore of the PropontiB^ sometimes 

emerged from concealment, and skirted the open margin 
of the strait, while, at every turn, it seemed guided by 
the desire to select a choice and contrast of beauty. 
Variety of scenes and manners enUvened, from their 
novelty, the landscape to the pilgrims. By the sea- 
shore, nymphs were seen dancing, and shepherds piping, 
or beating the tambourine to their steps, as represented 
in some groups of ancient statuary. The very faces had 
a singular resemblance to the antique. If old, their 
long rohesy their attitudes, and magnificent heads, pre- 
sented the ideas which distinguish prophets and saints; 
while, on the other hand, the features of the young 
recalled the expressive countenances of the heroes of 
antiquity, and the charms of those lovely females 1^ 
whom their deeds were inspired. 

But the race of the Greeks was no longer to be seen, 
even in its native country, unmixed, or in absolute 
puritj^j on the contrary, they saw groups of persons 
with features which argued a different descent 

In a retiring bosom of the shore, whidi was tia- 
versed by the path, the rocks, receding ham the beach, 
ruuiided oif a spacious portion of level sand, and, in 
some degree, inclosed it. A party of heathen Scy- 
thians whom they beheld, presented the deformed 
features of the demons they were said to worship— flat 
noses with expanded nostrils, which seemed to admit 
the sight to their very brain ; faces wliich extended 
rather in breadth than length, with strange unintel- 
lectual eyes placed in the extremity ; figures short and 
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dwaxfish, yet gamifllied with legs and arms of astonish- 
ing sinewy strength, disproportioned to their bodies. 

As the travellers passed, the savages held a species of 
toomament, as the Count termed it In this they 
ezeidsed tiiemsslyes by darting at each other long 
leeds, or canes, balanced for the purpose, which, in this 
rude sport, they threw with such force, as not unfre- 
quently to strike each other from their steeds, and 
otherwise to cause serious damage. Some of the com- 
batants beinc^ for the tune, out of the pky, devoured 
with greedy looks the beauty of the Countess, and eyed 
her in such a manner, that she said to Count Robert, — 
** I have never known fear, my husband, nor is it for 
me to acknowledge it now ; but if disgust be an in- 
gredient of it^ these miafbrmed brutes are qualified to 
inspire if 

What, ho, Sir Benight ! ** exclaimed one of the 
infidels, " your wife, or your lady love, has comjuitted 
a fault against the privileges of the Imperial Scythians, 
and not small will be the penally she has incurred. 
You may go your way as fiwt as you will out of this 
place^ which is, for the present^ oar hippodrome, or 
atmeidan, call it which you will, as you prize the Eoman 
or the Saracen language ; but for youi wife, if the 
sacrament has united you, believe my word, that ahe 
parts not so soon nor so easy." 

" Scoundrel heathen," said the Christian Knight, 
** dost thou liold that language to a Peer of France 1 " 

Agelastes here interposed, and using the sounding 
language of a Grecian courtier, reminded the Scythians^ 

t8 
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(mfiEoemuy eoldien, as ih^ seemed, of the empire,) 
that all Tiolence against the European pilgrims was, by 

the Imperial orders, strictly proliibited under pain of 
deatli. 

" I know better/' said the exulting savage, shaking 
one or two javelins with broad steel heada^ and wings 
of the eagle's feather, which last were dabbled in blood. 

" Ask the wings of my javelin," he said, " in whose 
heart's blood these feathers have been dyed. They shall 
reply to you, that if Alexius Comnenus be the friend of 
the Enropean pilgiimsi it is only while he looks upon 
them ; and we are too exemplary soldiers to serve our 
Emperor otherwise than he wishes to be served." 

" Peace, Toxartis," said the philosopher, " thou 
beliest thine Emperor/* 

" Peace thou 1 " said Toxartis, or I will do a deed 
that misbeoomes a soldier, and lid the world of a prating 
old man." 

So saying, he put forth his hand to take hold of the 
Countess's veil With the readiness which frequent 
use had given to the warlike l^y, she withdrew herself 
fimm the heathen's grasp, and with her trenchant sword 
dealt him so sufficient a blow, that Toxartis lay lil'eless 
on the plain. The Count leapt on the ftiUen leader's 
steedy and cryiag his war-cry, Bon of Charlemagne, to 
the resone 1 '' he rode amid the rout of rheathen cavaliers ' 
with a battle-axe, which he found at the saddlebow of 
the deceased chieftain, and wielding it with remorseless 
dexterity, he soon slew or wounded, or compelled to 
flighty the olgects of his resentment i nor was there any 
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of them wbo abode an instant to support the boast 
which they had made. 

" The despicable churls ! " said the Countess to Age- 
lastes ; " it irks me that a drop of such, coward blood 
should stain the hands of a noble knight They call 
their exercise a touniamenf^ although in their whole 
exertions every blow is aimed behind the back, and not 
one has tlic courage to throw bis wincUestraw while he 
perceives that of another pointed against himself/' 

Such is their custom^" said Agekstes ; not perhaps 
80 much from cowardice as from habit, in exercising 
before his Imperial Mt^esty. I have seen that Toxartis 
literally turn his back upon the mark when he bent his 
bow in full career, and when in the act of galloping the 
farthest from his olgeci^ he pierced it through the Tery 
centre with a broad taxow*' 

" A fbrce of such soldiers,'' said Count Robert, who 
had now rejoined his friends, " could not, methiiiks, be 
veiy formidable^ where there was but an ounce of 
genuine courage in the assailants.'^ 

Meantime^ let us pass on to n^ Idosl^" said Age- 
lastes, 'Mest the fbgitives find fiEiends to encourage 
them in thoughts of revenge/' 

; " Such friends," said Count Kobert, "methinks, the 
insolent heathens ought not to find in any land which 
calls itself Christian; and if I surviye the conquest of 
the Holy Sepulchre, I shall make it my first business to 
inquire by what right your Emperor retains in bis 
service a band of Paynim and unmannerly cut-throats, 
who dare o£Eer iiyury upon the hi^way^ which ought 

t3 
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to 1)6 sacred to the peace of God and the king^ and to 
noble ladies and inoffensiye pilgrims. It is one of a 

list of many questions, wliich, my vow accomplished, 
I will not fail to put to him; ay, and expecting an 
answer^ as they say, prompt and categorical'' 

Yon shall gain no aoffirar from me thou|^'' said 
Agelastes to himselt Your demands, Sir Knight, are 
over peremptory, and imposed under too rigid condi- 
tions, to be replied to by those who can evade them." 

He changed the conTcnationy acooxdinglyy with eaqr 
dexterity ; and they had not proceeded much fEffther, 
before they reached a spot, the natural beauties of 
which called forth the admiration of his foreicm com- 
panions. A copious brook, gushing out of the wood- 
land, descended to the sea with no small noise and 
tumult ; and, as if disdaining a quieter coarse, which it 
might have gained by a little circuit to the right, it 
took tlio readiest road to the ocean, phmging over the 
face of a lofty and barren precipice which overhung the 
sesrshore, and from thence led its little tribute^ with as 
much noise as if it had the ftream of a fiill river to 
boast 0^ to the waters of the Hellespont 

The rock, we have said, was hare, unless in so far as 
it was clothed with the foaming waters of the cataract ; 
but the banks on each side were coveied with plane* 
trees, walnut-trees, cypresses, and other kinds of large 
timber proper to the East. The fall of water, always 
agreeable in a warm climate, and generally produced by 
artificial means, was here natural, and had been chosen, 
something like the Sibyl's temple at Xiyoli, £or the seat 
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of a goddess to whom the invention of Polytheism had 

assigned a sovereignty over the department around. 
The shrine was small and circular, like many of the 
lesser temples of the rustic deities, and enclosed hy the 
wall of an outer court. After its desecration, it had 
probably been converted into a luxurious summer 
retreat by Agolastcs, or some Epicureau philosopher. 
As the building, itself of a light, airy, and fantastic 
character, was dimly seen through the branches and 
foliage on the edge of the rock, so the mode by which 
it was accessible was not at first apparent amongst the 
mist of tlio cascade. A pathway, a good deal liidden 
by vegetation, ascended by a gentle acchvity, and pro- 
longed by the architect by means of a few broad and 
ea^ marble steps, making part of the original approach, 
conducted the passenger to a small, but exquisitely 
lovely velvet lawn, in front of the tui ret or temple we 
have described, the back part of which building over^ 
kong the cataiactb 
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CHAPTER THE TWELFTH, 

The parties met. The wily, wordy Greek, 
Weighing each word, and caDvassing each Btyllahle ; 
Evading, aiguing, eqiuTOoating, 
And the stem Vtnk oune inih hU two-hand awoid^ 
Watching to aee whidi way the bahuaoe aways, 
That ha may throw it in, and turn tha aoalaa. 

Falwuiel 

At a signal made by Agelastefl, the door of this 

romantic retreat was opened by Diogenes, tlic negro 
slave, to whom our readers have been already intro- 
duced ; nor did it escape the wily old xoan, that thQ 
Count aud Mb lady testified some wonder at his fana 
and lineaments, being the first African perhaps whom 
they had ever seen so closely. The philosopher lost not 
the opportunity of making an impression on their 
minds, by a display of the superiority of his knowledge. 

« This poor beings'* he observed, ''is of the race of 
Ham, the undutifiil son of Noah ; for his tninsgxessions 
against his parent, he was banished to the sands of 
Africa, and was condemned to bo the father of a race 
doomed to be the slaves of the issue of his more dutiful 
brethren.'' 

The knight and his lady gaxed on the wonderM 

appearance before them, and did not, it may be believed, 
think of doubting the information which was so much 
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of a pieee with theiz pzcjudioes, while their opiiiion of 
their host was greatly angnieiited by the Buppoeed 
extent of his knowledge. 

** It gives pleasure to a man of humanity," continued 
Agelastes, "when, in old age, or sickness, we must 
employ the services of othesi^ which is at other times 
scarce lawfol, <io choose his assistaiits out of a race of 
beings, hewers of wood and drawers of water-^from 
their birth, upwards destined to slavery ; and to Avliom, 
therefore, by employing them as slaves^ we render no 
ixgniy, but cany into effecl^ m a alight degree^ the in- 
tentions of the Great Beixig who made us aU." 

Are there many of a raoe/^ said the Countess, ''so 
singularly unhappy in their destination ? I have hitherto 
thought the stories of black men as idle as those which 
minstiels tell of &icies and ghosts.'' 

^*Do not belieye so/' said the philosopher; ''the 
race is numerous as tiie sands of the sea, neither are 
they altogether unhappy in discharging the duties which 
their fate has allotted them. Those who are of worse 
character suffer eren in this life the penance due to 
their guilt; they become the dayes of the cruel and 
tyraumcd, are beaten, starred, and mutilated. To those 
whoso moral characters are better, better masters are 
provided, who share with their slaves, as with their 
children, food and raiment> and the other good things 
which they themselTes eigoy. To soms^ Heaven allotQ 
the favour of kings and of conquerors, and to a few, 
but those the chief favourites of the species, hath been 
assigxied a place in the mansions of philosophy, where, 
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by availing themsolves of ibid lights which their masters 
can affozd, they gain a piospect into that woxld which 
is the leddence of true happineae." 

" Methinks I understand you," replied the Countess, 

and if so, I ought rather to envy our sable friend here 
than to pity him, for having been allotted in the pazti- 
tk>n of his kind to the poaaesaion of hia pieaent master, 
from whom, doabtieaay he haa acquired the deaiiable 
knowledge which you mention." 

** He learns, at least," said Agelastes, modestly, "what 
I can teach, and, above all, to be contented with hia 
aituatdon. Diogenes^ my good duld," aaid he^ ohan^iyg 
his address to the slare^ ^'thoa seest I have company — 
What does the poor hermit's larder afford, with which 
he may regale his honoured guests 1 " 

Hitherto they had advanced no farther than a sort of 
outer loomy or hall of entrance, fitted np with no more 
expense than might have suited one who desired at 
some outlay, and more taste, to avail himself of the 
ancient building for a sequestered and private retire- 
ment. The chairs and conches were covered with 
Eaatem wore mata, and were of the aimpleat and moat 
primitiye form. But on tonching a spring, an interior 
apartment was displayed, wkicli had considerable pre- 
tension to splendour and magnificence. 

The furniture and hangings of this apartment were of 
etiaw-coloiized ailk, wzonght on the looma of Pecaia^ 
and Grossed with embroideiy, which piodnoed a rich, 
yet simple effect. The ceiling was carved in Arabesque, 
and the four comers of the apartment were formed into 
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focesses for Btaioaxy, which, had been produced in a 
better age of the art than that which existed at the 

period of our story. In one nook, a shepherd seemed 
to withdraw himselJ^ as if ashamed to produce his 
scantily-coTcred person, while ho was willing to alford 
the audience tiie srasio of the leed which he held in 
his hand Three damsels, resemhling the Graces in the 
beautiful proportions of their limbs, and the slender 
clothing which they wore^ lucked in different attitudes, 
each in her own nich% and seemed but to await the first 
sound of the mnsiG^ to bound forth ttom thence and join 
in the firolio dance^ The subject was beautiful, yet 
somewhat light, to ornament the study of such a sage 
as Agelastes represented himself to be. 

He seemed to be sensible that this might attract 
observation. — These figures,'' he said, executed at 
the period of the highest excellence of (Grecian art^ 
were considered of old as the choral nymphs assembled 
to adore the goddess of the place, waiting but the music 
to join in the worship of the temple. And» in truths 
the wisest may be interested in seeing how near to ani* 
•mation the genius of these wonderful men cotdd bring 
the inflexible marble. Allow but for the absence of 
the divine afflatus, or breath of animation, and an un- 
enlightened heathen might suppose the miracle of Pro* 
me&eus was about to be realised. But we," said h% 
looking upwards, ''are taught to form a better judgment 
between what man can do and the productions of the 
Deity." 

Some subjects of natural histoiy ware painted on the 
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miOB, and the pihilosoplier fixed the attention of liia 
gaests upon the half-reasoning elephant, of whieh he 
mentioned several anecdotes, which, they listened to 
with great eagemesB. 

A distant strain waa heEe heaid, as if of music in the 
woods, penetrating by fits through the hoarse roar of 
the cascade, which, as it sunk immediately helow the 
windows, filled the apartment with its deep voice. 

" Apparently/' said Agelastes, " the friends whom I 
expected are approaching^ and bring with them the 
means of enchanting another sense* It is well they do 
so, since wisdom tells us that we best honour the Deity 
by enjoying the gifts ho has provided us.'* 

These words called the attention of the philosopher's 
Frankish guests to the preparations exhibited in this 
tasteful saloon. These were made for an entertainment 
in the manner of the ancient Eomans, and couches, 
which were laid beside a table ready decked, announced 
that the male guests, at least, were to assist at the 
banquet in the usual recumbent posture of the ancients ; 
while seats, placed among the couches, seemed to say 
that femalee were expected^ who would observe the 
. Grecian customs, in eating seated. The preparations 
for good cheer were such as, though hmited in extent, 
could scarce be excelled in quali^, either by the splendid 
dishes which decked l^nmalchio's banquet of former 
days, or the lighter delicacies of Grecian cookery, or 
the succulent and highly-spiced messes indulged in by 
the nations of the JB^t^ to whichever they happened to 
give the prefiarenoe ; and it waa with an air of some 
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Tonity that Agelastes asked his gaests to share a poor 
pilgnm's meal 

^ We care litUe for daintiee," said the Ckmnt ; ** nor 

does our present course of Life as pilgrims, bound by a 
vow, allow us much, choice on such subjects. Whatever 
is food for soldieis^ suffices the Countess and myself; 
for, vith our wOl, we would at every hour be ready for 
hatde, and the less tune we use in preparing for the 
field, it is even so much the better. Sit then, Brcnhilda, 
since the good man will have it so, and let us lose no 
time in refreshment, lest we waste that which should 
be otherwise employed." 

^ A moment^s foigiveness," said Agelastes, ''untO the 
arrival of my other friends, whose music you may now 
hear is close at hand, and who will not long, I may 
safely promise, divide you from your meal." 

^For that^'' said the County there is no haste ; and 
since yon seem to aooount it a part of ciyiL manners, 
Brenhilda and I can with ease postpone our repast, 
unless you will permit us, what T own would be more 
pleasing, to take a morsel of bread and a cup of water 
presently ; and, thus refreshed, to leaye the space dear 
for your more curious and more fiuniliar guesta** 

" The saints above forbid ! " said Agelastes ; " guests 
80 honoured never before pressed these cushions, nor 
could do so^ if the sacred family of the imperial Alexius 
himself even now stood at the gate." 

He had hardly uttered tiiese words, when the fiill- 
blown peal of a trumpet, louder in a tenfold degree 
than the strains of music they had before heard, was 
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now sounded in the itani of the temple, piercing 
thiongh the mnmnr of the mteiMI, as a Damasens 

blade penetrates the armour, and assailing the ears of 
the hearers, as the swoid pierces the flesh of him who 
wears the harness. 

Yoa seem Aoxpzised or alanned, &ther/' said Count 
Bobeit. ''Is there danger near^ and do you distrust 
oup protection i " 

"No," said Agelastes, "that would give me confi- 
dence iu any extremity ; but these sounds excite awe, 
not fear. They tell me that some of the Imperial 
&mil J axe about to be my guests. . Yet fbar nothing, 
my noble Mends — ^they, whose look is life, are veady 
to shower their favours with profusion upon strangers 
so worthy of honour as they will see here. Meantime, 
my brow must touch my threshold, in order duly to 
welcome them.'' So sayings he hurried to the outer 
door of the building. 

" Each land has its customs," said the Count, as he 
followed his host^ with his wife hanging on his arm ; 
"but, £renllildl^ as they are so Tarious^ it is little 
wonder that they appear unseemly to each other. Here, 
however, in deference to my entertainer, I stoop my 
crest, in the manner which seems to be required." So 
saying, he followed Agelastes into the anteroom, where 
a new scene awaited them. 
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CHAPTER THE THIRTEENTH. 

Agelastes gained his threshold before Count Robert 
of Paris and his lady. He had, therefore, time to make 
his prostrations before a htige animaly then unknown 
to the western world, but now nniversally distinguished 
as the elephant. On its back was a pavilion or palan- 
quin, within which were enclosed the august persons of 
the Empress Irene, and her daughter Anna Comnena. 
Nicephoros Briennins attended the Princesses in the 
Gonunand of a gallant body of light horsey whose 
splendid armonr wonld have given more pleasure to 
the crusader, if it had possessed less an air of useless 
wealth and effeminate magnificence. But the effect 
which it produced in its appearance was as brilliant as 
could well be conceiTed. The officers alone of this 
corps de garde fbllowed Nicephoros to the platform, 
prostrated themselves while the ladies of the Imperial 
house descended, and rose up again under a cloud of 
waving plumes and flashing lancesi wben tiiey stood 
secure upon the platfonn in hont of the building. 
Here the somewhat aged, but commanding form of 
the Empress, and the still juvenile beauties of the fair 
historian, were seen to great advantage. In the front 
of a deep back-ground of spears and waving crests, stood 
the sounder of the sacred trumpet^ oonspicuons by Ids 
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floze and the zichneaS'Of his apparel ; lie kept his poet 
on a io6k abore tiie stone ataiicase^ and, by an occa- 
sional note of his instrument, intimated to the squa- 
drons beneath that they should stay theu* progress, and 
attend the motions of the Empxess and the wife of 
the CflBsar. 

Th» fiiir £[>nn of the Gonntess Brenhilda» and the 
fiintastio appearance of her half maseoline garb, at- 
tracted the attention of the ladies of Alexius' family, 
but was too extraordinary to command their admiration. 
.Agelastos became sensible there was a necessity that he 
should introduce his guests to each other, if he desired 
they should meet on satis&etoxy terms. ^ May I speak,'^ 
he said, ** and live 1 The armed strangers whom you 
find now with me are worthy companions of those 
myriads, whom zeal for the steering inhabitants of 
Palestine has brought from the western extromity of 
Europe, at once to ei^joy the countenance of Alexius 
Comnenus, and to aid him, since it pleases him to 
accept their assistance, in expelling the Paynims from 
the bounds of the sacred empire^ and garrison these 
regions in their stead, as vassals of his Imperial 
Miyesty." 

** We are pleased," said the Empress, " worthy Age- 
lastes, that you should be kind to those who are dis- 
posed to be 80 xeYerent to the Emperor. And we are 
rather di^osed to talk with them ouiselyes, that our 
daughter (whom Apollo hath gifted with the ehoioe 
talent of recording what she sees) may become ac- 
quainted with one of those female warriors of the West^ 

YOU XIiTI. V 
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of whom we have heaid bo nmch by oommoii fiune^ and 
yet know bo little with certamtj.'' 

" Madam," said tiie County I can Imt rudely ex- 
press to you what I have to find fault ^vith in the 
explanatLon which this old man hath given o£ oar 
puipose in coming hithen Certain it ia, we neiliher 
owe Alexins faalfy, nor had we the purpose of paying 
him any, when we took the tow npon oniselTes which > 
brouglit us against Asia. We came, because we under- 
stood that the Holy Land had been torn from the 
Greek Emperor by the Pagan^ Saraoeais Turks^ and 
other infidelsy £Rim whom we axe come to win it back. 
The wisest and most prudent among ns have judged it 
necessary to acl-Liiowlcdge the Emperor's authority, since 
there was no such safe way of passing to the discharge 
of our vow, as that of acknowledging fealty to him, as 
the best mode of preventing qnaxxeb among Christian 
States. We, though inde| ( ndent of sny earthly king, 
do not pretend to be gi*eater men than they, and there- 
fore have condescended to pay the same homage." 

The Empress coloured several times with indignation 
in the comae of this speech, which, in more passages 
than one^ was at variance with those imperial maxims of 
the Grecian court, which held its dignity so high, and 
plainly intimated a tone of opinion which was depre- 
ciating to the Emperor's power. But the Empress Irene 
had recelTed iostmctions from her imperial sponse to 
beware how she gave, or even took, any ground of 
quarrel with the crasaders, who, though coming in the 
appearance of subjects, were, nevertheless, too puncti? 
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lions and readj io take fize^ to lender them safe dia- 

cussers of delicate differences. She made a gracefol 
reverence accordingly, as if she had scarce understood 
what the Count of Paris had explaioed so bluntly. 

At this xnoment the appeaiance of the principal per- 
Bons on either hand attracted, in a wonderfol degree, 
the attention of the other parfy, and there seemed to 
exist among tlicni a general desire of further acquaint- 
ance^ and, at the same timei a manifest dif&cuity in 
ea^zesdng such a wish* 

Agelastes— to begin "with the master of the honse-^ 
had risen from the ground indeed, but without Ten- 
taring to assume an upright posture ; he remained 
before the Imperial ladies with his body and head still 
bent^ his hand interposed between his eyes and their 
a man that would shade his eyesight fhrni 
the level son, and awaited in sOence the commands of 
those to whom he seemed to think it disrespectful to 
propose the slightest action, save by testifying in 
general, that lus house and his slaves were at th^ 
unlimited command. The Countess of Paris, on the 
other band, and her warlike husband, were tiie peculiar 
objects of curiosity to Irene, and her accomplished 
daughtei^ Anna Conmena ; and it occurred to both 
these Imperial ladiesi that they had never seen finer 
specimens of human strength and beauly ; but^ by a 
natural instinct, they preferred the manly bearing of 
the husband to that of the wife, which seemed to her 
own sex rather too haughty and too masculine to be 
altogether pleasing* 

v2 
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Coant Boberfe and his lady liad also their own object 

01 attention in the newly arrived group, and, to speak 
truth, it was nothing else than the peculiarities of the 
monstrous animal which they now saw, for the first 
time, employed as a beast of burden in the service of 
the &ir Irene and her daughter. The dignity and 
splendour of tho elder Princess, the grace and vivacity 
of the younger, were alike lost in Brenhilda's earnest 
inquiries into the history of the elephant^ and the use 
which it made of its trunk, tusks, and huge eaia^ upon 
different occasions. 

Another person who took a less direct opportunity 
to gaze on Brenhilda with a deep degree of interest, 
was the CaBsar^ Mcephorus. This Prince kept lus eye 
as steadily upon the Prankish Countess as he could 
well do, without attracting the attention, and exciting 
perhaps the suspicions, of his wife and mother-in-law ; 
he therefore endeavoured to restore speech to an inter- 
view which would have been awkward without it. " It 
IB possible," he said, beautiful Countess^ that this 
being your jBrst visit to the Queen of the world, you 
have never hitherto seen the singularly cuiious aiimial 
called the elephant." 

"Pardon me/' said the Countess, "I have been 
treated by this learned gentlemim to a sights and some 
account of that wonderM creature.*' 

By aU who heard this observation, the Lady Bren- 
hilda was supposed to have made a satirical thrust at 
the philosopher ^^imgAlf^ who, in the Imperial oouit^ 
usually went by the name of the Elephant 
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«Ko one could describe the beast more accurately 
than Agelastes," said the Princess^ vith a smile of in- 
telligence, which went round her attendants. 

"He knows its docility, its sensibility, and its 
fidelity," said the philosopher, in a subdued tone. 

*'Trne, good Agelastes," said the Princess; ''we 
should not criticieie tlie animal whicli kneels to take us 
up. — Come, lady of a foreign land," she continued, 
turning to the Frank Count, and especially liis Countess 
—"and you her gallant lord ! When you return to 
your native country, you shall say you haye seen the 
Imperial fiEmuly partake of their food, and in so far 
acknowledge themselves to be of the same clay with 
other mortals, sharing their poorest wants, and relieving 
them in the same maimer." 

" That^ gentle lady, I can well believe,*' said Count 
Robert; ''my cniiosify would be more indulged by 
seeing this strange animal at his food." 

" You will see the elephant more conveniently at his 
me£s within doors," answered the Princess, looking at 
Agelastes. 

"Lady," said Brenhilda, "I would not willingly 
refuse an invitation given in courtesy, but the sun has 

waxed low unnoticed, and we must return to the city." 

" Be not afraid," said the fair historian ; " you shall 
have the advantage of our Imperial escort to protect 
you in your return." 

" Fearf — aftaid ? — escort 1 — protect t — These are 
words I know not. Know, lady, that my husband, the 
noble Count of Paris, is my sufficient escort ; and even 



Digitized by Google 



294 



WAYSBLET KOVEIA 



were he not with me^ Bienhikla de Aspxamante fern 
nothings and can defend heneli" 

" Fair daughter," eaid Agelastes, " if I may be per- 
mitted to speak, you mistake the gracious intentions of 
the Princess, who expresses herself as to a lady of her 
own land. What she desires is to learn from you some 
of the meet marked habits and mannen of the f^nnks, of 
which yon are so beautiM an example ; and in retom 
for such information, the illustrious Princess would be 
glad to procure your entrance to those spacious collec- 
tions, wheie animals £K>m all cotnexs of the habitable 
world haye been assembled at the command of onr 
Emperor Alexins, as if to satisfy the wisdom of those 
sages to whom all creation is kno"v\Ti, from the deer so 
small in size that it is exceeded by an ordinary rat^ to * 
that huge and singular inhabitant of Africa that can 
biowse on the tops of trees that are ioirtj &et high, 
while the length of its hind-legs does not exceed the 
half of that wondrous height." 

" It is enough/' said the Ck>untess, ^-ith some eager- 
ness ; but Agelastes had got a point of discussion after 
his own mind. 

<^ There is also," he said, ^that huge lizard, which, 
resembling in shape the harmless inhabitant of the 
moors of other countries, is in i^ypt a monster thirty 
feet in length, clothed in impenetrable scales, and moan- 
ing oyer his prey when he catdies it^ with the hope 
and purpose of drawing others within his danger, by 
mimicking the lamentations of humanity." 

Say no more, father 1 " exclaimed the lady. My 
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Bobert^ we will go— will we not^ where each olgectB 
are to be seen 9" 

** There is also," said Agelastes, who saw that he 
would gain his point by addressing himself to the 
euxiosity of the ttrangexs, the huge anima]^ wearing 
on its back an inTnlnerable yeshnenl^ having on its 
nose a horn, and sometimes two, the folds of whose 
hide are of the most immense thickness, and which 
never knight was ahle to wound." 

We will go, £obert — ^will we not f reiterated the 
Coontess. 

^ Ay,** replied the Oonnt, ** and teach these Easterns 

how to judge of a knight's sword, bj a single blow of 
my trusty Tranchefer." 

*^ And who knowsi" said Brenhilda, since this is a 
land of enohantmenf^ bat what some person, who is 

languishing in a foreign shape, may haye their enchant- 
ment unexpectedly dissolved by a stroke of the good 
weapon 1 ** 

" Say no more, father 1" exclaimed the Count. " We 
will attend this Pjrincess^ since such ^ is, were her 
whole escort bent to oppose onr passage, instead of 
being by her command to be our guard. For know, 
all who hear me, thus much of the nature of the 
franks, that when you tell us of danger and diffi,- 
oultie^ joa give vs (he same desire to tiayel the road 
where they lie^ as other men have in seeldng either 
pleasure or profit in the patha in which such axe to be 
found." 

As the Count pronounced these words, he struck his 
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band upon his Tzanchefeiv as an iUnsfciation of the 
manner in which he purposed npon occasion to make 

good his way. The courtly circle startled soniewbat at 
the clash of steel, and the fiery look of the chivalrous 
Count liobert. The Empress indulged her alarm by 
retreating into the inner apartment of the pavUion. 

With a grace, which was rarely deigned to any hut 
those in dose alliance with the Imperial family, Anna 
Comnena took the arm of the noble Count. " I see/' 
she said, " that the Imperial Mother has honoured the 
house of the learned Agelastes, by leading the way ; 
therefore, to teach you Grecian breeding must fiill to 
my share." Saying this, she conducted him to the 
inner apartment. 

** Fear not for your wife," she said, as she noticed 
the Frank look round ; our husband, like oursebrea^ 
has pleasure in showing attention to the stranger, and 
will lead the Countess to our board. It is not l^e 
custom of the Imperial family to cat in company with 
strangers ; hut we thank Heaven for having instructed 
us in that civility, which can know no degiadatKm ul 
dispennngwith ordinary ndee to do honour to strangers 
of such merit as yours. I know it will be my mother's 
request, that you will take your places without cere- 
mony ; and also, although the grace be somewhat par- 
ticular, I am sure that it will have my Imperial father's 
approbation." 

Be it as your kdysliip lists," said Count Eobert 
" There are few men to whom I would yield place at 
the board, if they had nut gone before me in the battle- 
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field To a lady, especially so fair a cue, I willingly 
yield my i^aoe^ and bend my knee^ whenever I haTe 
the good hap to meet her.'' 

The Princess Anna, instead of feeling herself awkward 
in the discharge of the extraordinary, and, as she might 
have thought it^ degrading office of ushering a barharian 
chief to the banquet^ f elt^ on the contrary, flattered, at 
having bent to her purpoee a heart so obetinate as that 
of Count Robert^ and elated, perhaps, with a certain 
degree of satished pride while under his momentaiy 
protection. 

The Empress Irene had already seated herself at the 
head of the tabla She looked mth some astonishment, 

when her daughter and son-in-law, taking their seats at 
her right and left hand, invited the Count and Countess 
of Paris, the former to recline, the latter to sit at the 
board, in the places next to themselves ; but she had 
received the strictest orders from her hnsband to be 
deferential in every respect to the strangers, and did 
not think it right^ therefore, to interpose any ceremo- 
nious scruples. 

The Countess took her sea^ as indicated^ beside the 
CflBsar; and the Coont^ instead of redlining in the mode 
of the Grecian men, also seated himself in the European 
fashion by the princess. 

''I will not lie prostrate,^' said he, laughing^ "except 
in consideration of a blow weighty enough to compel 
me to do so ; nor then either, if I am able to start up 
and return it." 

The service of the table then began, and, to say truth, 
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ik appeared to be an important part of the bosinesa of 
the day. The officers who attended to perform their 

several duties of deckers of the table, sowers of the 
banquet, removers and tasters to the Imperial family, 
throiiged into the banqueting room, and seemed to vie 
with each other in calling upon Agelaetea for apices^ 
condiments, sances, and wines of yaiious kinda^ the 
variety and nmltiplicity of their demands being appa- 
rently devised ex preposito, for stirring the patience of 
the philosopher. But Agela8te% who had anticipated 
most of their requests, however unusual, supplied them * 
completely, or in the greatest part, by the ready agency 
of his active slave Diogenes, to whom, at the same time, 
he contrived to transfer all blame for the absence of 
such articles as he was unable to provide. 

*'£e Homer my witness, the accomplished Yiigilt 
and the curious felicity of Horace, that, trifling and un- 
worthy as this banquet was, my note of directions to 
this thrice unhappy slave gave the instructions to pro- 
cure every ingredient necessary to convey to each dish 
its proper gnsta — ^Ill-omened carrion that thou art^ 
wherefore placedst thou the pickled cucumber so 
apart from the boar's head 1 and why are these superb 
congers unprovided with a requisite quantity of fennel ? 
The divorce betwixt the shell fish and the Chian wine, 
in a presence like this, is worthy of the divorce of thine 
own soul from thy body ; or, to say the leasts of a life- 
long residenc(3 m the Pistrmum." Wliile thus the 
philosopher proceeded with threats, curses, and menaces 
against his slave^ the stranger might have an opportunity 
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of comparing the little torrent of his domestic eloquence, 
which the manners of the times did not consider as ill- 
biedy with, the louder aad deeper share of adulation 
towards his guests. They mingled like the oil with 
the Tiiicgar and pickles which Diogenes mixed for the 
sauce. Thus the Count and Count uss liad an opportunity 
to estimate the happiness and the felicity reserved for 
those slaves, whom the omnipotent Jupiter, in the 
plenitude of compassion for their state, and in guerdon 
of their good morals, had dedicated to the service of a 
philosopher. The share they themselves took in the 
banquet, was finished with a degree of speed which 
gave surprise not only to their host, but also to the 
Imperial guests. 

The Count helped himself carelessly out of a dish 
which stood near him, and partakmg of a draught of 
wine, witliout inquiring whether it was of the vintage 
which the Greeks held it matter of conscience to mingle 
with that species of food, he declared himself satisfied ; 
nor could the obliging entreaties of his neighbour, Anna 
Comncna, induce him to partake of other messes repre- 
sented as being either delicacies or curiosities. His 
spouse ate still more moderately of the food which 
seemed most simply cooked, and stood nearest her at 
the board, and partook of a cup of crystal water, which 
she slightly tinged witli wine, at the persevering entreaty 
of the Caesar. They then relinquished the farther busi- 
ness of the banquet^ and leaning back upon their seats, 
occupied themselves in watching the liberal credit done 
to the feast by the rest of the guests present. 
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A modem synod of gounnands would haidly have 
equalled the Impedal lunily of Greece seated at a phi- 
losophical banquet, whether in the critical knowledge 

displayed of the science of eating in all its branches, or 
in the practical cost and patience with which they exer- 
cised it The ladiesi indeed, did not eat mnch of any one 
dish, hut they tasted of almost all that were presented 
to them, and their name was Legion. Yet, after a short 
time, in Homeric phrase, the rage of thirst and hunger 
was assuaged, or, more probably, the Princess Aima 
Comnena was tired of being an object of some inatten- 
tion to the guest who sat next her, and who, joining 
his high military ch&racter to his very handsome pre- 
sence, was a person by whom few ladies would willingly 
be neglected. There is no new guise, says our father 
GhauceTy but what resembles an old one; and the 
address of Anna Comnena to the Frankish Count might 
resemble that of a modern lady of fashion, in her at- 
tempts to engage in conversation the exquisite^ who sits 
by her side in an apparently absent £t» *^ We have 
piped unto you,'' said the Princess, and you haye not 
danced I We have sung to you the jovial chorus of 
Evoe, evoe, and you will neither worship Comus nor 
Bacchus ! Are we then to judge you a follower of the 
Muses, in whose service, as well as in that of Phoebus, 
we ourselves pretend to be enlisted)" 

^Fair lady," replied the Frank, ''be not offended at my 
stating once for all, in plum Utius, that I am a Clmstian 
man, spitting at, and bidding defiance to Apollo, Bacchus, 
Comus, and all other heathen deities whatsoever/' 
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** 0 ! ciniel iuterpretation of my unwary wordfi ! 
said the Prinoess ; ''I did but mention the gods of 
muaicy poetry^ and eLoquence, wozahipped by our diidne 
pbilosophen, and whose names aie still used to distin- 

guisli tlie arts and sciences over which they presided — • 
and the Count interprets it seriously into a breach of 
the second commandment 1 Our Lady piesenre me, we 
must take caie bow we speekf when onr words are so 
sharply interpreted." 

The Count laughed as the Princess spoke. " I had 
no offensive meaning, madam," he said, "nor would I 
wish to interpret your words otherwise than as being 
most innocent and praiseworthy. - 1 shall snppose that 
your speech contained all that was &ir and blameless 
Yuu arc, I liuve understood, one of ihoso who, like OUP 
worthy host, express in composition the history and 
£Bat3 of the warlike time in which you live, and give to 
the posterity whieh shall succeed us» the knowledge of 
the brave deeds which have been achieved in our day. 
I respect the task to which you have dedicated yourself, 
and know not how a lady could lay after ages under an 
obhgation to her in the same degree, unless like my 
wife, Brenhildsy she weie herself to be the actress of 
deeds which she recorded. And, by the way, she now 
looks towards her neighbour at the table, iis if she were 
about to rise and leave him ; her inclinations are towards 
Constantinople! and, with your ladyship's permission, 
I cannot allow her to go thither alone.'' 

** That you shall neither of you do," said Anna Com- 
nena ; " since we ail go to the capital directly, and for 
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the pmpoee of seeing those iroiiden of natare^ of which 
nmnefoiis examples have been collected by tlie splen- 
dour of my Imperial I'iillicr. — If my husband seems to 
have given offence to tlie Countess, do not suppose that 
it was intentionally dealt to her ; on the contrary, you 
will find the good man, when yon are hotter acqnainted 
with him, to be one of those simple persons who manage 
so uiiliappily wliat tliey mean for civilities, that those 
to Tvhom they are addressed receive them frequently in 
another sense.'' 

The Countess of PaiiSy however, refused again to sit 
down to the table from which she had risen, so that 
Agelastcij and his Imperial guests saw themselves under 
the necessity either to permit the strangers to depart^ 
which they seemed unmlling to do, or to detain them 
by Ibrce, to attempt which might not perhaps have 
been either safe or pleasant ; or, lastly, to have waived 
the etiquette of rank and set out along with llu m, at 
the same time managing their dignity, so as to take the 
initiatory st^p, though the departure took place upon 
the motion of their wilful guests. Much tumult there 
was — bustling, disputing, and shouting — among the 
troops and oliicers who were thus moved iVoiu tlieir 
repast^ two hours at least sooner than had been ex- 
perienced upon similar occasions in the memory of the 
oldest among them. A different anangement of the 
Imperial party likewise seemed to take place by mutual 
consent. 

Kicephorus JBrieunius ascended the seat npon the 
elepfaftut^ and renudned there placed beside his august 
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SLother-in-kw. AgelasteSy on a sober-minded pal&ejy 
whicli i»ermitted him to prolong lus pbiloaopbical ba- 
. 181^60 at liis own pleasure, lode beside the OonntesB 

Brenhilda, whom lie made tlie j)riiicipal object of his 
oratory. The fair historian, though she usually tra- 
velled in a litter, preferred upon this occasion a spiiited 
hoiae^ which enabled her to keep pace with Count 
Bobert of Paris, on whose imagination, if not his feel- 
ings, she seemed to have it in view to work a marked 
impression. The conversation of the Empress with her 
son-in-law lequires no special detail. It was a tissue of 
criticisms upon the mannexs and behaTioor of the 
Franks, and a hearty wish that they might be soon 
transported from tlie realms of Greece, never more to 
return. Such was at least the tone of the Empress, nor 
did the Caesar find it convenient to express any more 
tolerant opinion of the strangers. On the other hand, 
Agelastes made a long drcmt ere he yentared to ap- 
proach the subject which he wished to introduce. He 
spoke of the menagerie of the Emperor as a most superb 
collection of natural history ; he extolled different per* 
sons at oonrt for having encouiaged Alexias OQmnenna 
in this wise and philosophical amusement. Bnt^ finally, 
the i^raise of all othei-s was abandoned that the phi- 
losopher might dwell upon that of Kicephorus Erien- 
nius, to whom the cabinet or collection of Constan- 
tinople was indebted, he said, for the principal treasures 
it contained. 

'* i am glad it is so," said the haughty Countess, 
without lowering her voice or affecting any change of 
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maimer ; I am ^iad that he nndentands some things 
Vetler myrth ttndeTstandiiig than whispering with 

stranger young women. Credit ine, if lie gives much 
license to his tongue among such, women of my country 
as these stining times may bring hither, some one or 
other of them will fling him into the cataiact which 
dashes bdow.** 

** Pardon me, fair lady," said Agelastes ; " no female 
heart could meditate an action so atrocious against so 
fine a form as that of the C«sar Kicephorus Briennius." 

Put it not cm that iasoe^ &ther/' said the offended 
Countess ; ^ for, by my patEoness Saint^ Onr Lady of 
the Broken I^iiices, had it not been for regard to these 
two ladies, who seemed to intend some respect to my 
husband and myself that same Nicephorus shouhi 
ha^e been as perfectly a Lord of the Bxdkm Sones 
as any Gmar who has borne the tltKe nnee the great 
Julius ! " 

The philosopher, upon this explicit information, 
began to entertain some personal fear for himself and 
hastened^ by divertang the oomrexsation, which he did 
with gfeat dexterity, to the story of Heso and Leander, 
to put the affront received out of the head of this 
unscrupulous Amazon. 

Meantime^ Count Kobert of Paris was engroesed, as 
it may be teimed, by the £ur Anna Gomnena She 
spoke on all subjects, on some better, doubtless, others 
worse, but on none did slio suspect herself of any de- 
ficiency ; while the good Count wished heartily within 
himself that his companion had been sa&ly in bed with 
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the endbanted Princess of Ziilichiam. She peifoimed^ 
Tight OT WTouQ, the part of a panegyrist of the NonnanB, 

until at length the Count, tired of hearing her prate of 
she knew not exactly what, broke in as follows : — 

Lady," he said^ notwithstanding I and my foL- 
lowers aie sometunes so named, yet 've are not Kor-* 
mans, who come hither as a numerous' and separate 
body of pilgrims, under the command of their Duko 
Bobert^ a valiant^ though extravagant, thoughtless, and 
weak man. I say nothing against the fame of these 
K ormana. They conquered, in our father^s days, a king- 
dom far stronger than their own, which men call 
England ; I see that you entertain, some of the natives 
of which country in your pay, under the name of 
Varangians. Althoi^h defeated, as I said, by the Nor- 
mans, they are^ neveitheless, a brave race ; nor would 
we think onrselyes much dishonoured by mixing in 
battle with them. Still we are the valiant Eranka, 
who had their dwelling on the eastern banks of the 
Ehine and of the Saale, who were converted to the 
Christian Mth by the celebrated Glons, and are suf- 
ficient, by our numbers and courage, to re-conquer the 
Holy Land, should all Euiope besides stand neutral in 
the contest.'* 

There are few things more painful to the vanity of a 
penon like the Princess, than the being detected in an 
egregious error, at the moment she is taking credit to 

herseK for being peculiarly accurately informed. 

. A false slave, who knew not what he was saying, 

I sappoee^" said the Princess^ imposed upon me the 
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belief that the YaraQgiaas were the natuial enemies of 
the Normans. I see him nuurchiug there by the side of 

Achilles Tatius, the leader of hia corpg. — Call him 
hither, you oMceis ! — ^Yonder tall man, I meai^ with 
the battle-axe upon his shoulder." 

Hereward, distingaished by his poet at the head of 
the squadron, was suntmoned from thence to the pre- 
sence of the Princess, where he made his military 
obeisance with a cast of sternness in his aspect, as his 
glance lighted upon the piood look of the f zenchman 
who lode beside Anna Comnena. 

^Did I not understand thee, fellow/' said Anna 
Comnena, to have informed me, nearly a month ago, 
that the JN^ormans and the f'ranks were the same people, 
and enemies to the race fiom which you spring i " 

*^The Normans are our mortal enemies^ ^^j" 
answered Hereward, "by whom we were driven from 
our native land. The Franks are subjects uf the same 
Lord-Paramount with the Normans, and therefore they 
neither lore the Varangians, nor are beloved by them." 

Good fellow/' said the Ereneh County "yon do the 
Franks wrong, and ascribe to the Varangians, altiiough 
not nnnatuially, an undue degree of importance, when 
jou suppose that a race which has ceased to exist as an 
independent nation for more than a generation, can be 
either an object of interest or resentment to such as 
we are.*' 

" I am no stranger," said the Varangian, " to the 
pride of your heaj^ ox the precedence which, you 
assome over those who have becoi less fortunate in wai; 
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than yonnelvea* It is God who euMk down and.wlio 

buildetli up, nor is there in the world a prospect to 
which the Varangians would look forward with more 
pleasure than tliat a hundred of their jiuuibei should 
meet in a fair field, either witb the opfHeesiTO Kor- 
mana, or their modem eompatnot% the vain Frenchmen, 
and let God be the jndge which is most worthy of 
victor} . ' 

" You take an insolent advantage of the chance/' 
said the Count of Paris, " which ^ves you an unlooked- 
for opportunity to biave a noMenum.** 

** It is my sorrow and shame," said the Varangian, 
** that that opportunity is not complete ; and that there 
is a chain around me which forhids me to say, Slay me, 
or ril kill thee before we part hom this i^i t " 

*^ Why, thon foolish and hot-lmdned churl,'' replied 
the CJount, "what right hast thou to the honour of 
dying hy my blade ? Thon art mad, or hast drained 
the ale-cup so deeply that thou knowest not what thou 
thinkest or sayest" 

^ Hiou liest^" said the Varangian ; ^though such a 
reproach be the utmost scandal of thy race." 

The Frenchman motioned his hand quicker than 
light to his sword, but instantly withdrew it^ and said 
with dignify, ^ Thon eanst not ofted me.'' 

But thou," said the exile, " hast funded me in a 
matter wliicli can only be atoned by thy manhood.** 

" Where and how? " answered the Count; " although 
it is needless to ask the question, which tiiou canst not 
answer rationally/' 
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Tliba bast ihk day/' answered tiia Yanngias, ''put 

a mortal affront upon a great prince, whom thy master 
calls his ally, and by whom thou hast been received 
with eveiy lite of hospitality. Him thou hast aiibxiiited 
as one peafiant at a mBny*¥nakipg ivoiild do ahame to 
anothex^ and this dishonour tibou bast done to him in 
the very face of his own chiefs and princes, and the 
nobles from every court of Euiope." 

It was tby master's part to resent my conduct," 
said the f lenohman, if in reality ho so much fi^t* it 
as an affront" 

" But that," said Hereward, " did not consist with 
the manners of his country to do. Besides that, we 
trusty Varangians esteem ouiselyes bound by oui oath 
aa much to defend our Empecor, vhile the sarvioe lastfl^ 
on every ineh oi bis honour as on every foot of his 
territory ; I tlieruforo tell thee, fciir Knight, iSir Count, 
or whatever thou callest thyselJ^ there is mortal quarrel 
between thee and the Varangian guard, ever and until 
thou hast fought it out in fiEor and manly batUe, body 
to body, with one of the said Imperial Varangians, 
when duty and opportunity shall permit : — ^and so God 
schaw the right I " 

As this passed in the French language, the meaning 
Mo^ed the undeiatanding of audd Impenaiists aa ^rara 
within hearing at the time; and the Princess, who 
waited with some astonishment till the Crusader and 
the Varaogian had imished their conference, when it 
waa over, said to him with interest, " I trust you faal 
that poor man's situation to be too mudi at a distttoe 
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fioxD ytmr own, to admit of your meeting hun in what 

is termed knightly battle ? " 

** On such a question," said the knight, " I have but 
one answer to any lady who does not, like my Bren- 
bilda, coyer lierself with a ehield, and hear a sword hy 
her side, and the heart of a knight in her hosom." 

** And suppose for once," said the Princess Anna 
Conmena, " that I possessed such titles to your confi- 
dence, what would your answer be to me 

There can he little reason for concealing il^" ssid 
the Gooni ''The Yaianglan is a hiare man, and a 
strong one ; it is contrary to my vow to shun his chal- 
lenge, and perhaps I shall derogate from my rank by 
accepting it ; but the world is wide, and he is yet to 
he horn who has seen Bohert of Pans shnn the £uie 
of mortal man. By means of some gallant officer among 
the Emperor's guards, this poor fellow, who nourishes 
so strange an ambition, shall learn that he shall have 
his wish gratified." 

And then)" said Anna Comnena. 

** Why, then," said l^e Ooont, **in the poor man's 
own language, God schaw the right !" 

" Which is to say," said the Princess, that if my 
fifither has an officer of his guards honouzahle enough to 
forward so pious and reasonahle a purpose, the Emperor 
must lose an ally, in whose fiiith he puts confidence^ 
or a most trusty and faithful soldier of his personal 
guard, who has distinguished himself upon many 
occasions)" 

I am happy to hear/' said the Ck>uni^ '^that the 
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man been snch a eharactei^. In truth, bis ambition 
ought to have some foundation. The more I think of 
it, the lather am I of opinion that there is something 
geneioni, rather tban derogatory, in giving to the poor 
ezile^ -whose tiionghts are so high and noUe, those pri^ 
▼fleges of a man of rank, which some who were bom in 
such lofty station are too cowardly to avail themselyes 
of. Yet despond not, noble Princess ; the challenge is 
not yet accepted <d, and if it was, the issue is in the 
band of God. As lor me, whose trade is war, the sense 
that I have someihing so serious to transaet with tiiis 
resolute man, will keep me from other less honourable 
quarrels^ in which a lack of occupation might be apt to 
involya me." 

The Princess made no further obserratioiii being 
resolved, by private remonstrance to Achilles Tatius, to 
engage him to prevent a meeting which might be fatal 
to the one or the other of two brave men. The town 
now darkened befinre them, sparkling^ at the same time, 
throu^ its obscurity, by the many lights which illumi- 
nated the houses of the citizens. The royal cavalcade 
held their way to the Golden Gate, where the trusty 
centurion put his guard under arms to receive them. 

« We must now break o£^ fiiir ladies," said the 
Coont^ as the party having now dismounted, were 
standing together at the private gate of the Blacquemal 
Palace, "and find as we can, the lodgings which we 
occupied last night.'' 

« Under yoar fkvoiir, Jio,*' said the Empress. Yon 
must be content to take your supper and repose in 
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qnartera mote fitting your XKok; and," added Iiena, 
^'vith no worae qnartennaster than cme of the Imperial 

family who has been your travelling companion." 

This the Count heard, Tvith considerable inclination 
to accept the hospitality which, was so readily offered. 
Although as devoted as a man could wdl be to the 
charms of hia Brenhilda^ the rerj idea never haying 
entered his head of preferring another's beauty to hers, 
yet, nevertheless, he had naturally felt himself flattered 
by the attentions of a woman of eminent beauty and 
▼eiy hig^ rank ; and the praises with which, the PriOf* 
cesB had loaded him had not entirely fallen to the 
ground He ^vas no longer in the humour in ^vhich the 
morning had found him, disposed to outrage the feelings 
of the Emperor, and to insult his dignity ; but, flattered 
by the adroit sycophancy which the old pluloeopher bad 
learned from the schools, and the beautiful Princess bad 
been gifted with by nature, he assented to the Emjjross's 
proposal ; the more readily, perhaps, that the darkness 
did not permit him to see that there was distinctly a 
shade of displeasure on the brow of Brenhilda. What- 
ever the cause, she eared not to express it, and the 
married pair liad just entered that labpinth of passages 
through which Hereward had formerly wandered, when 
a chamberlain and a female attendant, richly dressed, 
bent the knee before them^ and offered them the means 
and place to adjust their attire, ero they entered the 
Imperial presence. Brenhilda looked upon her apparel 
and arms, spotted with the blood of the insolent 
.Scythian^ and, Amazon as she waa^ felt the shame of 
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being earelessly and improperly dieased. The arms of 
the knight were also bloody, and in disamuigement. 

Tell my femalo squire, Agatha, to give her attend- 
ance/' said the Countess. *^ She alone is in the habit 
of assisting to unarm and to attire me." 

^ Now, God be praiaed^" thought the Gredan lady of 
file beddmmber, *^ that I am not called to a toOet where 
smiths' hammers and tongs are like to be the instru- 
ments most in request 1^' 

« Tell Maroian, my armonreXi" aaid the Counl^ to 
attend with the silver and blue suit of plate and mail 
which I won in a wager from the Count of Thoulouae." * 
Might I not have the honour of adjusting your 
armoui'," said a splendidly drest courtier, with some 
marka of the aimourer'a ^oofeaaicMi, " since I have put 
on that of the Emperor himself) — ^may his name bo 
sacred!'' 

** AikI how many rivets hast thou clenched upon the 
occasion with this hand," said the Count, catching hold 
of it^ which looks as if it had nerer been washed, save 
with milk of xoses, — and with this childish toyi" 

pointing to a hammer with ivory haft and silver head, 
which, stuck into a milk-white kidskin apron, the 
ofiGicial wore as badges of his duty. The armourer fell 

* Baymoiid Count of Thoulouae and St QQm, Dak& of Car* 
Iwttne^ and MarquiB of Provenoa, an aged wanior wko had won 
lugh difltmetion In the contests against the Saracens in Spain, 
was the chief leader of the Cruaaden from the South of FVanoe. 
Hia title of St. Gilea ia corrupted by Anna Comnena into SangU^ 
hy whioh name die oonsfeantly mentioQa him in the Alexiadi ' 
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bock in some confuaioiL His giasp^" he Baid t6 
anoHier domesfeiCy is like ihe seizure of a Tice 

• Wliile this little scene passed apart, the Empress 
Irene, her daughter, and lier son-in-law, left the company, 
under pretence of making a necessary change in their 
appaxeL Immediately after, Agelastes "was required to 
attend the Emperor, and the strangm were condncfeed 
to two adjacent chambers of retirement, splendidly fitted 
up, and placed for the present at their disposal, and that 
of their attendants. There we shall for a time leave 
fhem, assnming^ with the assistance of their own. atten* 
dants, a dress which their ideas regarded as most fit £or 
a great occasion ; those of the Grecian court willingly 
keeping apart from a task which they held nearly as 
formidable as assiflting at the lair of a royal tiger or his 
biide. 

Agelastes fonnd the Emperor sedulously arranging 
Ills most splendid court-dress ; for, as in the court of 
Pekin, the change of ceremonial attire was a great part 
of the ritual observed at Constantinople. 

Xhoa hast done well, wise Agelaste^" said Alexins 
to the philosopher, as he approached with abundance 
of prostrations and genuflexions — *'Thou liast done 
well, and we are content with thee. Less than thy 
wit and address must have failed in separating from 
their company this tameless boll, and unyoked heifer, 
over whom, if we obtain influenoey we shall command, 
by every account, no small interest among those who 
esteem them the bravest in the host." 

My humble undentandingy" said Agelastes^ had 
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tieen infinitely inferior to the management of so pnident 
and sagacions a acheme, had it not been shaped forth 

and suggested by the inimitable "wisdom of your most 
eacred Imperial Highness." 

We aie awaze," said Alexin% <<ihat we had the 
merit of blooking forth the scheme of detaining these 
persons, either by their choice as allies, or by main 
force as hostages. Their friends, ere yet they have 
missed them, will be engaged in war with the Turks^ 
and at no liberty^ if the devil should suggest sach an 
nndeitaldng, to take arms against the sacred empire. 
Thus, Agelastcs, we shall obtain hostages at least as 
important and as valuable as that Count of Yennandois, 
whose liberty the tremendous God&ey of Bouillon 
extorted from ns by threats of instant war.'' 

Pardon,'' said Agelastes, if I add another reason 
to those which of themselves so happily support your 
august resolution. It is possible that we may, by ob- 
serving the greatest caution and courtesy towards these 
strangers, win them in good earnest to onr side." 

** I conceive you, I conceive you"— nsaid the Emperor; 
** and this very night I will exhibit myself to this Count 
and his lady in the royal presence chamber, in the 
richest robes which onr wardrobe can fumish. The 
lions of Solomon shall roar, the golden tree of Comnenns 
shall display its wonders, and the feeble eyes of these 
Franks shall be altogether dazzled by the splendour of 
the empira These spectacles cannot but sink into 
their minds, and dispose them to become the allies and 
servants of a nation so mneh more powerfal, skilfd]. 
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and wealthy than tiusir own — TIumi haat mtMAMng to 

Bay, Agelastes. Years and long study have made i^ee 
wise ; though we have given our opinion, thou niayst 
speak thine own, and live." i 

Thrice three times did Agelastes piess his biow 
against the hem of the Emperoi^a garment^ and great 
aeemed his anxiety to find such words as might intimate 
his dissont fiuiri his sovereign, yet save him from the 
informality of contradicting him expressly. 

These sacred words in which your sacked Highness 
has uttered your most just and accurate opmionfl^ are 
undeniable, and incapable of contradiction, were any 
vain enough to attempt to impugn them. Kevertlieless, 
be it lawful to say, that men show the wisest arguments 
in vain to those who do not understand reason, just as 
you would in vain exhibit a curious piece of Hmning to 
the blind, or endeavour to bribe, as scripture saith, a 
sow by the offer of a precious stone. The fault is not, 
in such case, in the accuracy of your sacred reasonings 
but in the obtoseness and penrerseness of the barba- 
rians to whom it is applied'^ 

" Speak more plainly," said the Emperor ; " how 
often must we teU thee, that in cases in which we really 
want counsoli we know we must be contented to sacrifice 
ceremony 9'^ 

** Then in plain words/' said Agelastes, ''these Euro- 
pean barLia iuiis are like no others under tlie cope of the 
universe, either on the things on which they look with 
desire^ or on those which they consider as discomaging. 
3!he treasures of this noble empire, so fiur as they affected 
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Ham wiahesy would metetj inapise fSiem witli ihe desire 
to go to WBT with a natkm poBflessed of so much wealth, 

and wlio, in their self-conceited estimation, wore less 
able to defend, than they themselves are powerful to 
aBsaii Of sueh a dasenption, Ibr inalaiice^ is Bohemond 
of Tarentum^-— and such a one is nuuiy a ciusader less 
able and sagacious than he *fbr I think I need not 
tell your Imperial Divinity, that he holds his own self- 
interest to be the devoted guide of his whole conduct 
ihiou^ this eztraoidinaiy war; and that^ theiefare, 
you can jusMy oalculata his oouise^ when once you aie 
aware £com which point of the compass the wind of 
avarice and self-interest breathes with rei?pect to him. 
})ut there are spixits amo^g the Pranks of a very dif- 
fer^ nature^ and who must be acted upon by veiy 
difoent motiyes, if we would make ourselves masters 
of their actions, and the principles by which they are 
governed. If it were kwful to do so, I would request 
your Majesty to look at the manner by which, an artful 
juggler of your court achieves his imposition upon the 
eyes of spectators^ yet heedfolly disguises the means by 
which he attains his objeetL This people — I mean the 
more lofty-minded of these crusaders, who act uj) to the 
pretences of the doctrine wliich they call chivalry — 
despise the thirst of gold, and gold itself unless to hilt 
their swords^ or to furnish forth some necessary expenses^ 
as alike useless and contemptible. The man who can 
be moved by the thirst of gain, they contemn, scorn, 
and despise, and liken him, in the meanness of liis 
olo^ectSy to the most paltiy serf tiiat ever fbUowed the 
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plough, or wielded the spade. On the other liand, if 
it happens that they aetoally need gold, th^ axe suffi- 
ciently vnceremonioos in taking it where they can most 
easily find it. Thus, they are neither easily to be bribed 
by givinj^ them sums of gold, nor to be starved into 
compliance by withholding what chanoe may lender 
neceasaiy for them. In the one cass^ they set no Taloe 
upon the gift of a little paltry yellow dross ; in the 
other, they are accustomed to take what they want'* 

Yellow dross ! " interrupted Alexius. " Do they 
call that noble metal, equally respected by Eoman and 
barbarian, by rich and poor, by great and mean, by 
chnrdmien and laymen, which all mankind are fighting 
for, plotting for, planning for, intriguing for, and damn- 
ing themselves for, both soul and body — by the oj)pro- 
brious name of yellow dross 1 They are mad, Agelastes, 
utterly mad. Perils and dangers, penalties and scooiges, 
are the only arguments to which men who are above the 
universal influence which mores all otherSi can possibly 
be accessible." 

" l^or are they," said Agelastes, " more accessible to 
fear than they are to self-interest. They are^ indeed, 
from their boyhood, brought np to scorn those pasaiona 
which influence ordinary minds, whether by means of 
avarice to impel, or of fear to hold back. So much is 
Una the case, that what is enticing to other men, musty 
to interest Idiem, have the piqnant sauce of extreme 
danger. I told, for instance, to this very beio^ a legend 
of a Princess of Zulichium, who lay on an enchanted 
couch, beautiful as an angel, awaiting the chosen knight 
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'who skouldi by dispeUing Ler enduaited slumbers, be- 
come master of bei peison, of her kingdom of Zulichinm, 

and of her countless treasures ; and would your Impe- 
rial Majesty believe me, I could scarce get tlio gallant 
to attend to my legend or take any interest in the 
adventure^ till I assured him he would have to encounter 
a winged dragon^ compared to which the largest of those 
in tlic Frank romances was but like a mere dragonfly'?" 

"And did this move the gallant?" said the Emperor. 
So much so/' replied the philosophei^ that had I 
not unfortunately, by the earnestness of my description, 
awakened the jealousy of his Penthesilea of a Countess, 
he had forgotten the crusade and all belonging to it, to 
go in quest of Zulichium and its slumbering sovereign." 

"Kay, then," said the Emperor, "we have in our 
empire (make us sensible of the advantage !) innumer* 
able tale-tellers who are not possessed in the slightest- 
degree of that noble scorn of gold which is proper to 
the Franks, but shall, for a brace of besants, lie with 
the devil, and beat him to bool^ if in that manner we can 
gain, as mariners say, the weathergage of the Franks" 

" Discretion," said Agelastes, "is in the highest degree 
necessary. Simply to lie is no very great matter ; it is 
merely a departure from the truth, which is little dif- 
ferent from missing a mark at archery, where the whole 
horizon, one point alone excepted, will alike serve the 
shooter^s purpose ; but to move the Frank as is desired, 
requires a perfect knowledge of his temper and disposi- 
tion, great caution and presence of mind, and the most 
versatile readiness in changing from one sulijeot to 
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another. Had I not myself been somewliat alert, X 
might haye paid the penalty of a fake atep in your 
Migesty'B Benice, by being flung into my own cascade 
by the Tirago whom I (tended." 

*'A perfect Tlialestris said the Emperor; "I shall 
take care what offence I give her." 

If I might Bpeak and liye," said Agelaates, ^' the 
Gftsar Ntcephoma BiienniuB bad best adopt the same 
precaution.*' 

Nicei)li<nus," said the Emporor, " must settle that 
wdth our daughter. I have ever told her that she gives 
him too much of that bistoiy, of which a page or two 
is sofficienily xefireshing ; but by our own self we must 
swear it, Agelastes, that, night alter night, hearing 
nothing else, would subdue the patience of a saint ! — 
Forget, good Agelastes, that thou hast heard me say 
such a thing — more especial^, remember it not when 
thou art in presence of our Lnperial wife and daughter.'* 
jUiov were the freedoms taken by the Caesar beyond 
the bounds of an innocent gallantry," said Agelastes ; 
"but the Countess, I must needs say, is dangerous. 
She killed this day the Scythian Toxartis, by what 
seemed a mere fillip on the head." 

" JIali 1 said the Eni])iror ; " I knew that Toxartis, 
and he was like enough to deserve his death, being a 
bold unsciupulous maiauder. Take notes^ however^ 
how it happened, the names of witnesses, &c., that^ if 
necessary, we may exhibit the &ct as a deed of aggres- 
sion on the part of the Count and Countess of Paris, ta 
the assembly of the crusaders." 
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"I trust," said Agelastes, ^'yonr Imperial Majesty 
will not easily resign the golden opportunity of gaining 
to your standard persons whose character stands so very 
high in chiyaliy. It would cost yon but litde to bestow 
upon them a Grecian island worth a hundred of their 
own paltry lordship of Paris ; and if it were given 
under the condition of their expelling the infidels or 
the disaifected who may have obtained the tempoxaiy 
possession, it would be so much the more likely to be 
an acceptable offer. I need not say tliat the whole 
knowledge, ^visdom, and skill of the poor Agelastes is 
at your Imperial M^jest/s disposal'* 

The Emperor paused for a moment^ and then said, as 
if on full consideration, '^Worthy Agelastes, I dare 
trust thee in tliis difficult and somewhat dangerous 
matter ; but I will keep my purpose of exhibiting to 
them the lions of Solomon, and the golden tree of our 
' Imperial house." 

^To that there can be no objection," returned the 
philosopher ; " only remember to exhibit few guards, 
for these Pranks are hke a fiery horse ; when in temper 
he may be ridden with a silk thread, but when he has 
taken umbrage or suspicion, as they would likely do if 
they saw many aimed men, a steel bridle would not 
restrain iiim." 

" I will be cautious," said the Emperor, " in that 
particular, as well as others. — Sound the silver bell, 
Agdastes, that the officers of our waodrobe may attend." 

"One single word, while your Highness is alone," 
said Agelastes. " Will your Imperial Majesty transfer 

vol* XLVL T 
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to me the direction of your menagerie, or collection of 
extraordinary creatures 1 " 

" You make me wonder," said the Emperor, taking a 
signet, bearing upon it a lion, with the legend Vicit 
Leo ex trihu Judce. "This," he said, " will give thee 
the command of our dens. And now, be candid for 
once with thy master — for deception is thy nature even 
with me — By what charm wilt thou subdue these un- 
tamed savages ? " 

" By the power of falsehood," replied Agelastes, with 
deep reverence. 

" I believe thee an adept in it," said the Emperor. 
" And to which of their foibles wilt thou address it 1" 

" To their love of fame," said the philosopher; and 
retreated backwards out of the royal apartment, as the 
officers of the wardrobe entered to complete the invest- 
ment of the Emperor in his Imperial habiliments. 



CHAPTEK THE FOURTEENTH. 



I will converse with iron-witted fools 
And unrespective boys ; none are for me, 
That look into me with considerate eyes ; — 
High-reaching Buckingham growd circimispect. 

RiCliARD ill. 

As they parted from each other, the Emperor and phi- 
losopher had each their own anxious thoughts on the 
interview which had passed between them ; thoughts 
which they expressed in broken sentences and ejacula- 
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tions, though for the better tmderatandiog of the degree 

of f -Liiiiation in M hich they held each other, we will 
give them a more regular and intelligible form. 

Thus, then/' half muttered half said Alexins, but 
so low 88 to hide his meaning from the officers of the 
wardrobe, who entered to do their office, — ** thus, then, 
this bookworm — this remnant of old heathen philo- 
sophy, who hardly believes, so God save me, the truth 
of the Christian creed, has topp'd his part so well that 
he forces his Empeiror to disswble in his presence. 
Beginning by being the buffix>n of the courts he has 
wormed himself into all its secrets, made himself master 
of all its intrigues, r ouspirpd with my own son-in-law 
against me, debauched my guards, — indeed so woven 
his web of deceit^ that my life is safe no longer than he 
belieyes me the imperial dolt which I have afiected 
seem, in order to deceive him ; fortunate that even so 
I can escape his cautionary anticipation of my dis- 
pleasure, by avoiding to precipitate his measures of 
violenoeL But were this sudden stonn of the cmaade 
fairly passed over, the ungiatefiil Gsesar, the boastfiil 
coward Achilles Tatius, and the bosom serpent Age- 
la^tes, shall know whether Alexius Comnenus has been 
born their dupe. When Greek meets Greek, comes the 
strife of subtlely, as well as the tug of war." Thus 
saying, he resigned himself to the officers of his ward- 
robe, who proceeded to ornament him as the solemnity 
required. 

I trust him not," said Agelastes, the meaning of 
whose gestures and exclamations, we, in like manner, 
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render into a connected meaning. I cannot^ and do 
not trust liim — ^he somewhat overacts his part. He 
has borne himself upon other occasions with the shrewd 
wit of his family the Comneui ; yet he now trusts to 
tiie effect of his tnunpeiy lions npon sack a shrewd 
people as the Franks and Normans, and seems to rely 
upon me for the character of men with whom he has 
been engaged in peace and war for many years. This 
can be but to gain my con^dence ; for there were im- 
perfect looks, and broken sentences, which seemed to 
say, * Agelastes, the Emperor knows thee^ and confides 
not in thee.' Tet the plot is saccessfdl and undis- 
covered, as far as can be judged ; and were I to attempt 
to recede now, I were lost for ever. A little time to 
cany on this intrigue with the f rank, when possibly, 
by the assistance of this gallant^ Alexias shall exchange 
the crown for a cloister, or a still narrower abode ; and 
then, Agelastes, thou deservest to be blotted from the 
roll of philosophers, if thou canst not push out of the 
throne the conceited and luzimons Csosar, and xeign in 
his stead, a second Marcus Antoninus, when the wisdom 
of thy rule, long unfelt in a world which has been 
guided by tyrants and volnptuaries, shall soon obliterate 
recollection of the manner in which thy power was 
acquired. To work then — ^be active^ and be cautious. 
The time requires it, and the prize deserves it" 

While these thoughts passed through his mind, he 
arrayed himself, by the assistance of Uiog(mer., in a 
dean suit of that simple apparel in which he always 
ficequented the court ; a garb as unlike that of a candi- 
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date for royalty, as it was a contrast to the magnificent 
robes with, which Alexius was now investing himself. 

In their separate apartments^ or dressing-rooniSy tke 
Connt of Paris 4md his Isdjr put on the best apparel 
which they had prepai^d to meet sach a chance upon 
their journey. Even in France, Kobcat was seldom 
seen in the peaceful cap and sweeping mantle, whose 
high plumes and flowing folds were the garb of knights 
in times of peace. He was now anajed in a splendid 
suit of aimour, all except the head, which was bare 
otherwise than as covered by his curled locks. The 
rest of his person was sheathed in the complete mail of 
the time» richly inlaid with silver, which contrasted 
with the azme in which the steel was damasked. His 
spurs were upon his heels — ^his sword was by his side, 
and las triangular shield was suspended round his neck, 
bearing, painted upon it, a number of Jleurs-de-lu semees, 
as it is called, upon the iieldy being the origin of those 
lily flowers which after times reduced to three only; and 
which were the terror of Europe, until they suflered so 
many reverses in our own time. 

The extreme height of Count Robert's person adapted 
him lor a garb, which had a tendency to make persons 
of a lower stature appear rather dwarfish and thick 
when arrayed eap-d-pie. The features, with their self, 
collected composure, and noble contempt of whatever 
could have astounded or shaken an ordinary mind, 
formed a well-fitted capital to the excellently propor- 
tioned and Yigorous frame which they terminated. The 
Countess was in more peaceful attire ; but her robes 
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wex6 flliort and suceinci^ like those of one who xmght be 

called to hasty exercise. The upper part of her dress 
consisted of more than one tunic, sitting close to the 
body, while a skirt^ descending from the girdle, and 
reajching to the ankles, embioidezed eleigantly but richly^ 
completed an attiie which a lady might have worn in 
muck more niodern times. Her tresses were covered 
with a light steel headpiece, though some of them, 
escaping played round her face, and gave relief to those 
handsome fbatnxes which might otherwise have seemed 
too formal, if dosed entirely within the verge of steeL 
(Jv Li these mider-garments was flung a rich velvet cloak 
of a deep green colour, descending from the head, where 
a species of hood was loosely adjusted over the helmet^ 
deeply laced upon its yexges and seams, and so long 
as to sweep the ground behind. A dagger of rich 
materials ornamented a girdle of curious goldsmith's 
work, and was the only offensive weapon which, not- 
withstanding her military occupation^ she bore upon 
this occasion. 

The toilet—^ modem times would say— of the 

Countess, was not nearly so soon ended as that of 
Count Kobert, who occupied his time, as husbands oi 
eveiy period are apt to do, in little sub-acid complaints 
between jest and earnest^ upon the diktoiy nature of 
ladies, and the time which they lose in do£Sng and 
donning their garments, liut when the Countess Brcn- 
hilda came forth in the pride of loveliness, from the 
inner chamber where she had attired herself her hus- 
band, who was still her byer, dasped her to his breast- 
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and expieflsed liis privilege by the kiss wbieH lie took 

as of rigHt from a creature so beautiful. Cliiding Imu 
for his folly, yet almost returning the kiss which she 
I eccived, Ereuhilda began now to wonder how they weie 
to find their way to the presence of the Emperor. 

The query was soon solved, for a gentle knock at the 
door announced Agelastes, to whom, as best acquainted 
with the Frankish manners, had been committed, by 
the Emperor, the charge of introducing the noble 
strangers. A distant sound, like that of the roaring of 
a lion, or not niisfinilar to a large and deep gong of 
modern times, intimated the commencement of the 
ceremonial The black slaves upon guard, who, as hath 
been obeeryedy were in small numbers, stood ranged in 
tiieir state dresses of white and gok!, bearing in one 
hand a naked sabre, and in the other a torch of white 
wax, which served to guide the Count iind Countess 
through the passages that led to the interior of the 
palace, and to the most secret hall of audience. 

The door of this i<mckm mmutorum was lower than 
usual, a sample stratagw devised by some supersti- 
tious officer of the Imperial household, to compel the 
lofty- crested Frank to lower his body, as he presented 
himself in the Imperial presence. Eobert, when the 
door ilew open, and he discovered in the background 
the Emperor seated upon his throne anddst a glare of 
light, wliich was broken and reflected in ten thousand 
folds by the jewels with which his vestments were 
covered, stopt short, and demanded the meaning of in- 
troducing him through so low an aich} ^Agelastes 
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pointed to the Emperor byway of flhifting from lumaelf 
a question which he oould not have answered. The 

mute, to apologize for his silence, yawned, and showed 
the loss of his tongue. 

** Holy Virgin ! *' said the Countess, " what can these 
unhappy AMcans hare done^ to have deserved a con- 
demnation which inTolyes so cmel a fiite 9 *' 

**The hour of retribution is perhaps come," said the 
County in a displeased tone, while Agelastes, with such 
hnny as time and place permitted, entered, making his 
prostrations and genuflections, little doubting that the 
Erank must follow him, and to do so must lower his 
body to the Emperor. The Count, however, in the 
height of displeasure at the trick which he conceived 
had been intended him, turned himself round, and 
entered the presence-chamber with his bai^ puipoeely 
tnmed to the sovereign, and did not &ce Alexius until 
he reached the middle of the apartment, when he was 
joined by the Countess who had made her appi-oach in 
a more seemly manner. The Emperai^ who had pre- 
pared to aoloiowledge the Oount^s expected homage in 
the most gracious manner, found himself now even more 
unpleasantly circumstanced than when this uncompro- 
mising Frank had usurped the royal throne in the course 
of the day. 

The officers and nobles who stood around, though a 
very select number, were more numerous than usual, as 

the meeting was not held for counsel, but merely for 
stata These assumed such an appearance of mingled 
dispkasare and confasion as might best suit with the 
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peipleidfy of Alexin^ while the wily featareB of the 
Iforman-Italian, Bohemond of Tarentnin, who was also 

present, had a singular mixture of fantastical gleo and 
deriflioiL It is the misfortune of the weaker on such 
occasionSy or at least the more timid, to bo obliged to 
take the petty part of winking hard, aa if not able to 
see what they cannot avenge. 

Alexius made the signal that tlie ceremonial of the 
grand reception should immediately commence. In- 
stantly the lions of Solomon, which had been newly 
furbished, raised their heads^ erected their inane% 
brandished their tails, nntil they excited the imagina- 
tion of Count Robert, who, being already on fire at the 
circumstances of his reception, conceived the bellowing 
of these automata to be the actual annunciation of im- 
mediate assault Whether the lions^ whose forms he 
beheld, were actually lords of the forest^ — whether they 
were mortals who had suffered transformation, — ^whether 
they were productions of the skill of an artful juggler 
or profound naturalist, the Count neither knew noi 
eared. All that he thought of the danger was, that it 
was worthy of his courage ; nor did his heart permit 
him a moment's irresolution. He strode to the nearest 
lion, which seemed in the act of springing uj), and said, 
in a tone loud and Ibrniidable as its own, " How now, 
dog 1 " At the same time he struck the figure with his 
clenched fist and steel gauntlet with so much £)roe, that 
its head burst, and the steps and carpet of the throne were 
covered with wheels, springs, and other machinery, which 
had been the means of producing its mimic tenors. 
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On this display of tho real natui-e of the cause of hie 
anger, Count Robert could not but feel a little aslianied 
of having given way to passion on such an occaaioiL 
He VTBB still more oonfosed when Bohemond, descending 
ftom his station near the Emperor, addressed him in the 
Frank language ; — " You have done a gallant deed, 
tmly, Count Robert, in freeing the court of Byzantium 
from an object of fear which has long been used to 
frighten peevish children and miraly barhanans I " 

Enthusiasm has no greater enemy tiian ridieale. 
Why, then," said Count Robert, blushing deeply at 
the same time, " did thev exhibit its fantastic terrors to 
me 1 I am neither child nor barbarian." 

^'Address yonxself to the Empezory then, as an intel- 
ligent man/' answered Bohemond. Say something to 
him in excuse of your conduct, and show that our 
bravery ha.s not entirely run away with our common 
sense. And hark you also, while I have a moment's 
speech of yoo,— 4o yon and yoor wife heedfully follow 
my example at supper!'' These words were spoken 
with a significant tone and corresponding look. 

The opinion of Bohemond, from his long intercourse, 
both in peace and war, with the Grecian Emperor, gave 
him great influence with the other cmsadezs^ and Count 
Kobert yielded to his advice. He tamed towards the 
Emperor, with something liker an obeisance than he had 
hitherto paid. "I crave your pardon," he said, "for 
breaking that gilded piece of pageantry ; but^ in sooth, 
the wonders of sorceiy, and the portents of accomplished 
and skilfol jugglers, are so numerous in this country. 
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thai one does not clearly distingQiBh wbat is tme horn 

what is false, or what is real from what is illnsory.'* 

The Emperor, notwithstanding the presence of mind 
for whick he was remarkable, and the courage in which, 
lie ma not held hj his conntiymen to be deficient^ re- 
oeived this apology somewhat awkwardly. Perhaps the 
rueful complaisance with which he accepted the Comit^s 
apol<^, might be best compared to that of a lady of the 
present day when an awkward guest has broken a valu- 
able piece of china. He mattered something about the 
machines having been long presenred in the Imperial 
family, as being made on the model of those wliich 
guarded the throne of the wise king of Israel ; to which 
the blunt plain-spoken Count expressed his doubt- in 
reply, whether tlie wisest prince in the world ever con- 
descended to frighten his subjects or guests by the 
mimic roarings of a wooden lion. If/* said he, " I too 
hastily took it for a living creature, I have had the 
worst, by damaging my excellent gauntlet in dashing to 
pieces its timber skulL'' 

The Emperor, after a little more had been said, 
chiefly on the same subject, proposed that they should 
pass to the banquet-room. ;NfarshalUHl, accordingly, by 
the grand sewei of the Imperial table, and attended by 
all presenl^ excepting the Emperor and the immediate 
members of his funily, the Frankish guests were guided 
through a labyrinth of apartments, each of which was 
filled with wonders of nature and art, calculated to 
enhance their opinion of the wealth and grandeur 
which had assembled together so much that was won- 



Digitized by 



COUHT BOBEBT OF PABIS 833 



deifdl Their passage being neoeesaiily slow and inter- 
rapted, gave the Emperor fame to change his dress^ 

according to the ritual of his court, ^vhich did not 
permit his appearing twice in the same vesture before 
the same spectators. He took the opportunity to sum- 
mon Agelastes into his presence, and, that their con- 
ference might he secret, he used, in assisting his toilet^ 
the agency of soiuo of the mutes destined for the service 
of the interior. 

The temper of Aleadus Comnenns was considerably 
moved, althong^x it was one of the peculiarities of his 
sitiiation to be ever under the necessity of disguising 
the emotions of his mind, and of ailecti ng, in presence 
of his subjects, a superiority to human passion, which 
he was far from feeling. It was therefore with grayity, 
and even reprehension, that he asked, *' By whose error 
it was that the wily Bohemond, half-Italian, and half- 
is orman, was present at this interview 1 Sm-ely, if 
there be one in tlie crusading army likely to conduct 
that foolish youth and his wife behind the scenes of 
the exhibition by which we hoped* to impose upon 
tiiem, the Count of Tarentnm, as he entitles himaAlf^ ig 
that person/* 

** It was that old man," said Agelastes, " (if I may 
reply and live^) Michael Cantacuzene, who deemed that 
his presence was pecuLLarly desired ; but he zetnms to 
the camp this very nighi" 

** Yes," said Alexius, " to inform Godfrey, and the 
rest of tlie crusaders, that one of the boldest and most 
highly esteemed of their number is left^ with his wife, 
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a hostage in our Imperial city, and to bring back, 
perhaps, an alternative of instant war, unless tliey are 
delivered up!** 

" If it is your Imperial's Highness's ^vill to think so," 
Baid Agekstes, you can suffer Count Bobert and hie 
wife to return to the camp with the Italian-Nbrman.'* 

** What?" answered the Empeior, "and so lose all 
the fruits of an enterprise, the preparations for which 
have already cost us so much in actual expense ; and, 
were our heart made of the same stuif with that of 
oxdinaiy mortal would have cost us so much moie in 
vexation and anxiety f Ko, no ; issue warning to the 
crusaders, who are still on the liither side, that farther 
rendering of homage is dispensed with, and that they 
repair to the quays, on the banks of the Bosphorus, by 
peep of light to-monow. Let our admiral, as he values 
his head, pass eveiy man of them over to the farther 
side before noon. Let there bo largesses, a princely 
banquet on the farther bank — aU that may increase 
their anxiety to pass. Then, Agelastes, we will trust 
to ourselves to meet this additional danger^ either by 
bribing the venality of Bohemond, or by bidding de- 
fiance to the crusaders. Their forces are scattered, and 
the chief of them, with the leaders themselves, are all 
now — or by fax the greater part — on the east side of 
the Bosphoms. — ^And now to the banquet 1 seeing that 
the change of dress has been made sufficient to answer 
the statutes of the household; since our ancestors chose 
to m ike rales for exhibiting us to our subjects, aa 
priests exhibit their images at their shrines 1 



Digitized by Go 



00I7ST BOBEBT OF PABIB 



335 



« Under grant of lifV said Agelastes, <*it iros not 
done ineonsideiately, but in order that the Emperor, 

ruled ever by the same laws frr»in father to son, might 
ever be regarded as sometiiing beyond the common laws 
of humanity — ^the divine image of a saint, therefore^ 
rather than a human being." 

We Imow it^ good Agelastes,*' answered the Em- 
peror, with a smile ; " and we are also aware, that many 
of our subjects, like the worshippers of Bel in holy 
wiit^ treat us so far as an image, as to assist us in 
devouring the xeyenues <^ onr proTinoes^ which are 
gathered in onr name, and for oar use. These things we 
now only touch lightly, the time not suiting them." 

Alexius left the secret council accordingly, after the 
order for the passage of the crusaders had been written 
oat and subscribed in due form, and in the sacred ink 
of the Imperial chancery. 

^Icantime, the rest of the company had arrived in a 
hail, which, like the other apartments in the palace, 
was most tastefully as well as gorgeously fitted up, 
except that a table, which presented a princely banquet^ 
might have been deemed fiialty in this respect, that the 
dishes, which were most splendid, both in the materials 
of which they were composed, and in the viands which 
they held, were elevated by means of feet^ so as to be 
upon a level with female goests as they sat, and with men 
as they lay recumbent at the banquet which it offered. 

Around stood a number of black slaves richly attired, 
while the grand sewer, Michael Cantacuzene, arranged 
the strangers with his golden wand, and conveyed orders 
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to them, by signs, that all should remain atanding 
aroniid the table, until a edgnal should be giveiL 

The upper end of the boaid, thus •famished, and thus 
surrounded, was hidden by a curtain of muslin and 
silver, which fell from the top of the arch under which 
the upper part seemed to pass. On this curtain the 
sewer kept a iraiy eye ; and when ke obsenred it slightly 
shaken he wayed his wand of office^ and all expected 
the result 

As if self-moved, the mystic curtain arose, and dis- 
jcovered beliind it a throne eight steps higher than the 
end of the table, decorated in the most magnificent 
manner, and haying placed liefore it a small table of 
ivory inlaid with silver, behind which was seated 
Alexius Comnenus, in a dress entirely different from 
what he had worn in the course of the day, and so 
much more goigeous than his £oimer vestments, that it 
seemed not unnatural that his subjects should prostnite 
themselves before a Bgure so splendid. His wife, his 
daughter, and his son-in-law the Crrsar, stood behind 
him with faces bent to the ground, and it was with 
deep humility, that^ descending from the throne at the 
Emperor^s command, they mingled with the guests of 
the lower table, and, exalted as they were, proceeded to 
the festive board at the signal of the grand sewer. So 
that they could not be said to partake of the repast 
with the Emperor, nor to be place4 at the Imperial 
table, although they sopped in his presence, and were 
encouraged by his repeated request to them to make 
good cheer. Ko dishes presented at the lower table 
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irae offisied at the higher ; but irines, and more deli- 
cate sorts of food, which arose before the Emperor as if 

by magic, and seemed designed for his own proper use, 
were repeatedly sexxt^ by his special directions, to one 
or other of the guests whom Alexius delighted to 
honour— among these the Franks being particulady 
distinguished. 

Tlie behaviour of Bohemond was on this occasion 
particularly remarkable. 

Count Bobert^ who kept an eye upon him, both fcom 
his recent words^ and owing to an ezpressiye look which 
he once or twice darted towards him, observed, that in 
no liquors or food, not even those sent from the Em- 
peror's own table, did this astucious prince choose to 
indulge. A piece of bready taken ^m the canister at 
random, and a glass of pure water, was the only refresh^ 
ment of which he was pleased to partake. His alleged 
excuse was, the veneration due to the Holy Festival of 
the Advent, which chanced to occur that very nighty 
and which both the Greek and Latin role agreed to 
hold sacred. 

I had not expected this of you, Sir Bohemond,*' 

said the Emperor, " that you should have refused my 
personal hospitality at my own board, on the very day 
on which you honoured me by entering into my service 
as vassal iar the principality of Antioch." 

Antiodi is not yet conquered," said Sir Bohemond; 
" and conscience, dread sovereign, must always have its 
exceptions, in whatever temporal contracts we may 
engage.'' 

VOL. ZLVI. z 
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^ Come, gentle ConnV said the Empeiory who obvi- 
ously regarded Boliemoiid's ioliospitable humour as 
something arising more from suspicion than devotion, 

we inrite, though it is not our custom, our children, 
otur noble guests, and our principal officen here present^ 
to a general caioase. Fill the cups called the Kine 
Muses 1 let them be brimM of the wine whidi is aaid 
to be sacred to the Imperial lips ! " 

At the Emperor s command the cups were hlled; they 
were of pure gold, and theie was richly engraved upon 
each the effigy of tiiie Mnae to whom it was dediisaled. 

** Yon at least,'' said the Emperor, my gentle Count 
Kobert, you and your lovely lady will not have any 
scruple to pledge your Imperial hostl" 

If that scruple is to imply suspicion of the provi- 
sions with which we aie hexe served, I disdain to 
nourish sach,'' said Count Bobert. '^If it is a sin 
which I commit by tasting wine to-night, it is a venial 
one ; nor shall I greatly augment my load by carrying 
it^ with the rest of my txe^MSses, to the next confes- 
sionaL'' 

Win you &en. Prince Bohemond, not be ruled by 

the conduct of yoiir friend V said the Emperor. 

" Methinks,^' repKed the Norman-Italian, " my friend 
might have done better to have been ruled by mine ; 
but be it as his wisdom pleases. The flavour of ms9x 
exquisite wine is sufficient for me." 

So saying, he emptied the wine into another goblet, 
and seemed alternately to admire the carving of the cup, 
and the flavour of what it had lately contained. 
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" Y<ra are right, Sir Bohemond,'' said the Emperor ; 
" the fabric of that cup is boautiful ; it was done by one 
of the ancient p:^vers of Greece. The boasted cup of 
Nestor, which Homer has handed down to ns, was a 
good deal laiger perhaps^ hat neither equalled these in 
the Talne of the material, nor the ezqnisitB beauty of 
the workmanship. Let each one, therefore, of niy 
stranger guests, accept of the cup which he either has 
or might hare drunk oat of, ais^^ a recollection of me ; 
and may the expedition against the infidels he as pro- 
pitioos as their confidence and courage deserFe 

If I accept your gift, mighty Emperor," said Bohe- 
mond, *^ it is only to atone for the apparent discourtesy, 
when my devotion compels me to decline your Imperial 
pledge^ and to show you that we part on the most 
intimate terms of friendship.*' 

So saying, he bowed deeply to the Emperor, who 
answered him with a smile, into which was thrown a 
comrideiable portion of sarcastic expression. 

And 1/* said the Count of Pari^ haying taken 
upon my conscience the fault of meeting your Imperial 
pledge, may stand excused from incurring the blamo of 
aiding to dismantle your table of these cuiious drinking 
caps. We empty them to yoor health, and we cannot 
in any other reject profit hy them." 

"But Prince Bohemond can,** said the Emperor; 
" to whose quarters they shall be carried, sanctioned by 
your generous use. And we have still a set for you, 
and for yoor lovely Coontess, equal to that of the Graces, 
ilMiagh no longer matching in numher the nymphs of 

2 2 
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Parnassus. The evening bell rings, and calls us to re- 
member the hour of rest, that we may be ready to meet 
the labours of to-morrow." 

The party then bioke up for the eveniog. Bohenumd 
left the palace that nighty not foigetting the Mnsee^ of 
whom he was not in general a devotee. The result was, 
as the Avily Greek had intended, that he had established 
between Bohemond and the County not indeed a quarrel, 
bat a kind of difference of opinum ; Bohemond feeling 
that the fieiy Count of Paris must think his oondoct 
sordid and avaricious, while Count Robert was fer less 
inclined than before to rely on him as a counsellor. 
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CHAPTER THE EIETEE^IH, 

The Count of Paris and his lady were that night lodi^^cl 
in the Imperial Palace of the Blaoquemal. Their apart- 
ments were oonttgaousi but the communication between 
them was cut off for the night by the mutual door being 
locked and barred. They marvelled somewhat at this 
precaution. Tlio ohRcrvance, however, of the festival of 
the Churchy was pleaded as an admissible, and not un- 
natural excuse for this extraordinary drcumstancei 
Keiiher the Count nor his lady entertained, it may be 
believed, the slightest personal fear for anything which 
could happen to them. Their attendants, Marcian and 
Agatha, having assisted their master and nustress in the 
performance of their usual offices^ left them, in order to 
seek the places of r^ose assigned to them among persons 
of their degree. 

The preceding day had been one of excitation, and of 
much bustle and interest ; perhaps, also, the wine, 
sacxed to the Imperial lips^ of which Count Bobert had 
taken a single, indeed, but a deep draught, was more 
potent than the delicate and high-flavoured juice of the 
Ciascogne grape, to which he was accustomed ; at any 
rate, it seemed to him that, from the time he felt that 
he had slept^ daylight ought to have been broad in his 
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chamber when he awaked, and yet it was still darkness 
ahnoBt palpable. Somewhat suipiifled, he gazed eagerly 
aioimcl, but cotild discem nothings except two balls of 

red light which shone from among the darkness with a 
self-emitted brilliancy, like the eyes of a w lid animal 
while it glares upon its prey. The Count started from 
bed to put on his aimour^ a necessary precaution if 
what he saw should really be a wild creature and at 
liberty ; but the instant he stirred, a deep giowl was 
uttered, such as the Count had never heard, but which 
might be compared to the sound of a thousand monsters 
at once ; and, as the symphony^ was heard the clash of 
iron chains^ and the springing of a monstrous creature 
towards the bedside, wliich appeared, however, to be 
withheld by some fastening from attaining the end of 
its bound. The roars which it uttered now ran thick 
on each other. They were most tremendous^ and must 
haye been heard throughout the whole palace. The 
creature seemed to gather itself many yards nearer to 
the bed than by its glaring eyeballs it appeared at first 
to be stationed, and how much nearer, or what degree 
of motion, might place him withiu the monstei's reach, 
the Count was totally uncertain. Its breathing was 
even heard, and Count Robert thought he felt the heat 
of its respiration, while his defenceless limbs might not 
be two yards distant from the fangs which he heard 
grinding agamst each other, and the claws which Um 
up fragments of wood from the oaken floor. The Count 
of Paris was one of the bravest men who lived in a time 
when bravery was the universal property of all who 
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daimed a drop of noble bloody and the knjght was a 
descendant of Charlemagna He vaa^ homrear, a man, 

and therefore cannot be said to bave endured unappalled 
a sense of danger so unexpected and so extraordinary. 
But bis was not a sudden alarm or panic, it was a cabn 
aense of eztienie peril, qualified by a leaolution to exert 
Mb fiusultieato the nttamost^ to aaTe his life if it were 
possible. He trithdrew bimself within the bed, no 
longer a place of rest, being thus a few feet further from 
the two glaring eyeballs which remained so closely fixed 
aposL Mm, that^ in spite of Ma conng^, natnie painfully 
suggested the bittor imagiiiation of Mb limbs being 
mangled, torn, and ebnmed witii their life-blood, in the 
jaws of souk; inonstrous beast of prey. One saving 
thought alone presented itself — this might be a trial, an 
esqpeximent of the philosopher Agelaetes, <a of the Em* 
peBor Mb master, for the purpose of proving the eoorage 
of whidi the Ghristfans Taunted so highly, and punish- 
ing the thoughtless insult which the Count had been 
unadvised enough to put upon the Emperor the pre- 
ceding day. , 

Well is it said,'' he reflected in Ms agony, "beaxd 
not tiie Hon in Ms den 1 Perhaps e^en now some base 

slave deliberates whether I have yet tasted enough of 
the preliminary agonies of death, and wbether he shall 
yet slip the chain which keeps the savage ftom doing 
his work. Bat oome deseiih when it will, it shall neyer 
be said that Oount Bobert was heard to reeeive it with 
prayers for compassion, or with cries of pain or terror." 
He turned his face to the wall, and waited, with a 
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strong mental exextiony the deaOi wliich lie conoeiTed 

to be fast approaching. 

His first feelings had been unavoidably of a selfish 
nature. The danger was too instant^ and of a descrip- 
tion too homhle^ to admit of any which inTolved a more 
oomprehensLYe view of his calamity ; and other lefleo- 
tions of a more distant kind, were at first swallowed np 
in the all-en f^oSwSing thought of immediate death. But 
as bis ideas became clearer, the safety of his Countess 
rushed upon his mind — what might she now be suffer- 
ing ! and, while he was subjected to a trial so eztraordi- 
naiy, for what were her weaker frame and female 
courage reserved ? Was she still within a few yards of 
him, as when he lay down the last night) oi had the 
harbBxians, who had demised for him a scene so cruel, 
availed themselTes of his and his lady's incautious eon- 
fidenco to inflict upon her some villany of the same 
kind, or even yet more perfidious 1 Did she sleep or 
wake, or could she sleep vritbia the close hearing of that 
honible ay, which shook all around S He resolved to 
utter her name^ warning her, if possible, to be upon her 
guard, and to answer without venturing rashly into the 
apartment which contained a guest so horribly perilous. 
He uttered, therefore, his wife's name, but iu trem- 
, bling accentfl^ as if he had been a&aid of the savage 
beast overhearing hiuL 

Brenhilda ! Brenliilda ! — there is danger — awako, 
and speak to me, but do not arise." There was no 
answer. — "What am I become," be said to himself, 
'^thot I called upon Bienhilda of Aspramonte^ like a 
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child on its dieeping nnise^ and aU beoanae there is a 
▼ild-cat in the same room with me? Shame on thee, 

CJount of Paris ! Let thy arms bo rent, and thv spurs 
"be hacked from thy heels I — ^What ho !" he cried aloud, 
bnt still with a tremnlovs Toioe, ''Bzenhildai we aie 
heset^ the foe are npon ns I — Answer me, bat stir not*' 

A deep growl from the monster which garrisoned his 
apartment was the only answer. The sound seemed 
to say, ** Thou hast no hope 1 " and it ran to the knight's 
bosom as the genuine ezpressian of despair. 

^ Perhaps, however, I am still too cold in making mj 
misery known. What ho ! my love ! Brenhilda ! " 

A voice, hollow and disconsolate as that which might 
haye served an inhahitant of the grave, answered as if 
from a distance. What disconsolate wretch art l^ou, 
who expectest that the living can answer thee from the 
habitations of the dead V* 

" I am a Christian man, a free noble of the kingdom 
of France," answered the Count " Yesterday the cap- 
tain of five hundred men, the brarest in France— tiie 
bravesti that is, who breathe mortal air— and I am here 
without a glimpse of light, to direct me how to avoid 
the comer in which lies a wild tiger-cat^ prompt to 
spring upon and to devonr me.*' 

** Thou art an example," reined ^e Toice, ^'and wilt 
not long be the last of the changes of fortune. I, who am 
now suffering in my third year, was that mighty Ursol, 
who rivalled Alexius Comnonus for the crown of Greece, 
was betrayed by my confederates, and being depxived of 
that eyesight which is the chief blessing of humanity, I 
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inhabit theee YBsaLtB, no distant neigbbonr of the wild 
animals by whom they are sometimeB oocupied, and 

whose cries of joy I liear when unfortunate yictuns like 
thyself are delivered up to their fury." 

''Didst thoa not then hear/' said Count Bobert^ in 
return, a warlike gaest and his bride conducted hither 
kst night, with sounds as it mig^t seem of bridal 
music ? — 0, Brenhilda ! hast thou, so young — so beau- 
tiful — ^been so treacherously done to death by means so 
nnntteiably horrible I " 

<^ Think noV answered Ursel, as the Toioe had caUed 
its owner, ''that the Greeks pamper their wild beasts 
on such lordly lare. For their enemies, which term in- 
cludes not only all that are really such, but all those 
whom they fear or hate^ they have dungeons whose 
locks never revolye ; hot instruments of steel, to sear 
the eyeballs in the head ; Hons and tigers, when it 
pleases tliem to make a speedy end of their captives — 
but these are only lor the male prisoners. While for 
the women — ^if they be young and beautiful, the princes 
of the land haye places in their bed and bower ; nor are 
they employed like the captives of Agamemnon's host^ 
to draw ^vater from an Aigive spring, but are admired 
and adored by those whom fe^te has made the lords of 
their destiny." 

Such shall never be the doom of Brenhilda 1 ex- 
claimed Couiit Robert ; " her husband still lives to assist 
her, and should he die, she knows well how to follow 
him without leaving a blot in the epitaph of either." 

The captive did not immediately reply, and a short 
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poufie ensuedy which was broken, by Uisel's voice. 
^* Stranger/' he said, ^< what nokie ia that I hearf 

** JS^ay, I hear nothing," said Count Robert 

" But I do," said UrseL " The cruel deprivation of 

my eyesight renders my other senses more acute." 
''Diaquiet not thyaelf about tiie matter, fellow- 

priaonar/' anawered the County ''bat wait the event in 

silenca" 

Suddenly a light arose in the apartment, lurid, red, 
and amoky. The knight had bethought him of a flint 
and match which he nauallj canied about him, and 
with aa litlAe noiae aa poeaible had lighted the torch by 
the bedside ; this he instantly applied to the curtains of 
the bed, which, being of thin musUn, were in a moment 
in flames. The knight apron^ at the same inatanti isom 
hiabed. Thetiger,for8uohitwa8,ten3fied attheflame^ 
leaped backwards aa far aa hia chain would permit^ heed* 
less of any thing save this new object of terror, (/ount 
Robert upon this seized on a massive wooden stool, 
which was the only offensive weapon on which he could 
lay hia hand, and, marking at those eyes which now 
reflected the blase of fire, and which had recently seemed 
so appalling, he discharged against them this fragment 
of ponderous oak, with a force which less resembled 
human strength than the impetua with which an engme 
huda a atonCi He had empbyed lua instant of time ao 
weD, and his aim was ao true, that the miasile went right 
to the mark and with incredible force. Tlie skull of the 
tiger, which might be, perhaps, somewhat exaggerated 
if described aa being of the very laigeat aize^ was frao- 
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tared by the blow, and with the aaasbBoice of bis dagger, 
which had forhmately been left with him, the French 

Count despatclied the monster, and had the satisfaction 
to see hiwi grin his last, and roll, in the agony of death^ 
those eyes which were lately so formidable. 

Looking around him, he diBcoYered, by the light of 
the fire which he had raised, that the apartment m 
which he now lay was different from that in which he 
had gone to bed overnight ; nor could there be a stronger 
contrast between the fumitore of both, than the flicker^ 
ing half-bttmt remains of the thin muslin curtainfl^ and 
the strong, bare, dnngeon-looking walls of the room 
itself, or the very serviceable wooden stool, of which he 
had made such good use. 

The knight had no leisure to fonn condnsxons upon 
sach a snlgeci He hastily eztingaiahed the fire, which 
had, indeed, nothing that it coald lay hold o( and pro- 
cpoded, by the light of the flambeau, to examine the 
apartment, and its means of entrance. It is scarce 
necessaiy to say, that he saw no communication with 
the room of Breoihilda^ which conTinced him that they 
had been separated the evening before under pretence of 
devotional j^cruples, in order to accomplish some most 
villanous design upon one or both of them. His own 
part of the nighf s adventiire we have already seen, and 
SQccesSy so tar, over so iformidable a danger, gave him a 
trembling hope that Brenhilda, by her own worth and 
valour, would be able to defend herself against all attacks 
of &aud or force, until he could find his way to her 
reseaa ''I should have paid more i^rd," he said. 
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to Bohemond's caution last nigbt, who^ I think, inti- 
mated to me as plainly as if lie liad spoken it in direct 

terms, that that samo cup of wine was a drugged potion. 
But then, lie upon him for an avaricious hound ! how 
was it possible I should think he suspected any such 
thin^ when he spoke not out like a man, but^ for sheer 
coldness of heart, or base self-interest^ suffered me to 
run the risk of being poisoned by the wily desjx)t 1 " 

Here ho heard a voice from the same quarter as bo- 
fore. Ho^ there ! Ho, stranger I Do you live, or have 
you been murdered ) What means this stifling smell 
of smoke I For God's sake, answer him who can 
receive no information from eyes, closed, alas, for ever!" 

" I am at liberty," said the Count, " and the monster 
destined to devour me has groaned its last. I would, 
my Mend Ursel, since snch is thy name^ thou hadst the 
adyantage of tiiine e3re8, to have borne witness to 
yonder combat ; it had been worth thy wliile, though 
thou shouldst have lost them a minute afterwards, and 
it would have greatly advantaged whoever shall have 
the task of compiling my history." 

While he gave a thought to that vanity which 
strongly ruled him, he lost no time in seeking some 
mode of escape from the dungeon, for by that moans 
only might he hope to recover his Countess. At last 
he found an entrance in the wall, but it was strongly 
locked and bolted "I have found the passage," he 
called out ; " and its direction is the same in which thy 
voice is heard — But how shall I undo the door 1 " 

<^ I'll teach thee that secret,'' said UrseL I would 
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I oould as easily unlock each bolt that withholds as 
from the open air ; bat^ as for thy seclusion irithm the 

dungeon, heave up the door by main strength, and thon 
shalt lift tlie locks to a place where, pushing then the 
door fi-om thee, the ftistonings will find a grooved pas- 
sage in the wall, and the door itself will open. Wonld 
that I conld indeed see 1hee> not only becanse, being a 
gallant man, thou must be a goodly sight, but also be- 
cause I should thereby know that I was not caverned 
in darkness for ever." 

While he spoke thus, the CSonnt made a bundle of 
his armour, from which he missed nothing except his 
sword, Tranchefer, and then proceeded to try what 
efforts he could make, according to the blind man's in- 
stmctionsy to open the door of his prison-house. Push* 
ing a direct line was, he soon fomd^ attended with no 
efibct ; but when he applied his gigantic strength, and 
raised tlie door iis high iis it would go, he had the satis- 
faction to hnd that the bolts yielded, though reluctantly. 
A space had been cut so as to allow them to move out 
of the socket into which they had been forced ; and 
without the turn of a key, but by a powerfhl thrust 
forwards, a small passage was left open. The knight 
entered, bearing his armour in his hand. 

" I hear thee^" said Ursel, 0 stranger ! and am 
aware tiion art come into mj place of capthity. For 
three years have I been employed in cutting theee 
grooves, corresponding to the sockets which hold these 
iron bolts, and preserving the knowledge of the secret 
from the prison-keepera. Twenly musk bolte^ perhaps^ 
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must be flawn tlaongliy ere my steps shall approach the 
upper air. 'What prospect is there tiiat I shall have 

strength of mind sufficient to continue the task 1 Yet, 
credit me, noble stranger, I rejoice in having been thus 
far aiding to thy deUyeraaoe ; for if Heayen blesses mot, 
in any fiirther disgresi our aspirations after freedom, we 
may still be a comfort to each other, while tyranny 
permits our mutual Hfe. 

Count Eobert looked around, and shuddered that a 
human being should talk of any thing approaching to 
comfort^ connected with his residence in what seemed a 
living tomb. XTrsers dungeon was not above twelve 
feet square, vaulted in the roof, and stroncrly built in 
the walls by stones which the chisel had morticed 
closely together. A bed, a coarse footstool, like that 
which Bdbert had just launched at the head of the 
tiger, and a table of equally massive materials, were its 
only articles of furniture. On a long stone, above the 
bed, were these few, but terrible words r^^Zedekias 
Uisel, imprisoned here on tiie Ides of March, a.d. — . 
Died and interred on the spot" — A blank was left for 
tilling up the period. The figure of the captive could 
hardly be discerned amid the wildness of his dress and 
dishabille. The hair of his head, uncut and uncombed, 
deeoemded in elf-lock% and mingled with a beard of 
extxttvagant length. 

** Look on me," said the captive, " and rejoice that 
thou canst yet see the wretched condition to which 
iron-hearted ^rmnny can reduce a fellow-ereatare, both 
in mortal ezJatence and in fbtore hope.'' 
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" Was it thou/' said Count ilobert, whose blood ran 
cold in his Teins, that hadst the heart to apend thjr 
tune in sawing tlirough. the blocks of stone by ▼bich 
these bolts are secured?" 

"Alas!" said Uisel, "what could a blind man do] 
Busy I must be, if I would preserve my senses. Great 
as the labour waa^ it was to me the task of three years ; 
nor can yoa wonder that I should haye devoted to it 
my whole tiine, when I had uo other means of occupy- 
ing it. Perhaps, and most Hkely, my dungeon does 
not admit the distinction of day and night ; but a dis- 
tant Cathedral dock told me how hour after hour fled 
away, and found me expending them in rubbing one 
stone against another, iiut when the door gave way, I 
found I had only cut an access into a prison more strong 
than that which held me. I rejoice^ neveitheless, since 
it has brou|^ us togethei; given thee an entrance to 
my dungeon, and me a companion in my misery." 

"Think better than that," said Count Kobert, "think 
of liberty — think of revenge 1 I cannot believe such 
u]\jnst treachery will end sucoeesfiilly, else needs must 
I say, the heavens are lees just than priests tell us oL 
How art thou supplied wit^ &od in this dungeon of 
thine 1 " 

"A warder," said Ursel, "and who, I think, under- 
stands not the Greek language-"at least he never either 
answers or addresses me — brings a loaf and a pitcher 
of water, enough to supply my miserable life till two 
days are past. I must, therefore, pray that you will 
retire for a space into the next prison, so that the warder 
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may have no means of knowing that we can hold cor- 
respondence together/' 

I see nol^" said Count Eobert^ by what access the 
barWian, if he is one, can enter my dungeon without 
passing throiij^h yours ; but no matter, I will retire into 
the inner or outer room, whichever it happens to be, 
and be thou then well awaie that the warder will have 
some one to giapple with ere he leaves his prison-work 
to-day. Meanwhile, think thyself dumb as thou ait 
blind, and be assured that the offer of freedom itself 
would not induce me to desert the cause of a companion 
in adversity." 

" Alas/' said the old man, I listen to thy promises ' 
as I should to those of the morning gale, which tells 
me that the sun is about to rise, although I know that 
X at least shall never behold it. Thou art one of those 
wild and undespairiug knights, whom for so many years 
the west of Europe hath sent fbrtii to attempt impossi- 
bilities, and from thee, therefore, I can only hope for 
such a fal)ric of relief as an idle boy would blow out of 
soap bubbles.** 

*'Thiid£ better of us, old man," said Count Bobertt 
retiring ; at least let me die with my blood warm, and 
belieying it possible for me to be once more united to 
my beloved Brenhilda.'* 

So saying, he retired into his own cell, and replaced 
the door^ so that the operations of Ursel, which indeed 
▼ere only such as three years' solitude could have 
achieved, should escape observation when again visited 
by the warder,* " It is ill luck," said he, when once 
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more wiiihm bis own pnson — ifor that in wMch the 
tiger had been secured, be instinctiyely conclnded to be 

destined for him — " It is ill luck that I had not found 
a young and ahle fellow-captive, instead of one decrepit 
by imprisonment^ blind, and broken down past exertion. 
Bnt God's will be done ! I will not leaye behind me 
the poor wretch whom I have fomid in such a condition, 
though he is perfectly uuable to assist me in accomplish- 
ing my escape, and is rather more likely to retard it. 
Meantime^ before we pnb ont the torch, let ns see, ij^ 
by dose examination, we can discover any door in the 
wall save that to the blind man*s dungeon. If not, I 
much suspect that my descent has been made through 
the roof That cup of wine — that Muse^ as they called 
i1^ had a taste more like medicine than mercy companions' 
pledge." 

lie began accordingly a strict survey of the walis, 
whicli h(- resolved to conclude by extinguishing the 
torch, that he might take the person who should enter 
his dnngeon, darkling and by surprise. For a similar 
reason, he dragged into the darkest comer the carcass 
of the tiger, and covered it with the remains of the 
bed-clothes, swearing at the same time, that a half tiger 
should be his crest in future, if he had the fortune, 
which his bold heart would not suffer him to doubt, of 
getting through the present danger. ^'But,^' he added, 
** if these necromantic vassals of hell shall raise the devil 
upon me, what shall I do then 1 And so great is the 
chance, that methinks I would fain dispense with ex- 
tinguishing the flambeau. Tet it is childish for one 
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dubbed in tfa» <^apd of Oiir Lady of the Broken Ia^ 

to make much diiference between a light room and a 
dark one. Let them come, as many fiends as the cell 
can hold, and we shall see if we leceive them not as 
beoomes a Chnwtian knight; and soiely; Our Lady, to 
whom I was ever a tm Totosy, will hold it an accept- 
able sacrifice that I tore myself from my Brenhilda, 
even for a single moment, in honour of her advent, and 
thus led the way for our wofol sepaxation. Fiends I I 
defy ye in the body aa in the spirit^ and I retain iSba 
remains of this flambeau toitE some more oonTenient 
opportunity." He dashed it against the wall as he 
spoke, and then quietly sat down in a comer, to watch 
what should next happen. 

Thought after thought chased each other throng 
his mind. His confidence in bis wiifo's fidelity, and 
his trust in her uncommon strength and activity, were 
the greatest comforts which he had ; nor could her 
danger present itself to him in any shape so terrible^ 
but that he found consolation in these reflections: 
She is pure," be said, as the dew of heaven, and 
heaven will not abandon its own." 
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Strange ape of man ! who loathes thee while he scorns thee ; 

Half a reproach to us and half a jest. 

"What fancies can be ours ere we have pleasure 

In viewing our own form, our pride and passions, 

Keflected in a shape grotesque aa thine ! 

Anontmods. 

Count Robert op Paris having ensconced himself 
behind the ruins of the bed, so that he could not well 
"be observed, unless a strong light was at once flung 
.upon the place of his retreat, waited with anxiety how 
and in what manner the warder of the dungeon, charged 
with the task of bringing food to the prisoners, should 
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. make himself visible ; nor was it long ere symptoms of 

hifi approach began to be heard and observed. 

A light \ras partially seen, as ijx>m a trap-door open- 
ing in the loo^ and a voice was heoid to utter these 
words in Anglo-Saxon, *^ Leap, sinah ; oome, no delay; 
leap, my good Sylvan, show your honour's activity." 
A strange chuckling hoarse voice, in a language totally 
unintelligible to Count Bobert^ was heard to respond, 
as if disputing the orders whieh were received. 

" What, sir,'* said his companion, you must contest 
the pouit, must you ] Nay, if thou art so lazy, 1 uiubb 
give your honour a ladder, and pcrha])s a kick to hasten 
your journey/' Something then, of very great size^ in 
the form of a human being; jumped down from the 
trap-door, though the height might be above fourteen 
feet. This figure \vas gigantic, being upwards of seven 
feet high. In its left hand it held a torch, and in its 
right a skein of fine silk, which unwinding itself as it 
descended, remained unbrokeuy though it was easy to 
conceive it could not have afforded a creature so large 
any support in his descent from the roo£ He alighted 
^vith perfect safety and activity upon his feet^ and, as 
if rebounding from the floor, he sprang upwards again, 
so as almost to touch the roof In this last gambaud the 
torch which he bore was extinguished ; but this extra- 
ordinary warder whuled it round his head with inhnite 
velocity, so that it again, ignited. The bearer, who 
appeared to intend the accomplishment of this object, 
endeavoured to satisfsr himself that it was really at- 
tained by approaching, as if cautiously, its left hand 
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to the flame of the torch. This piae^dcal experiment 

seemed attended \vith consequences which, the creature 
had not expected, for it howled with pain, shaking the 
burnt hand, and chattering as if bemoaning itselt 

Take heed there, SylvaiKUS I " said the same voice 
in Anglo-Saxon, and in a tone of xebaka Ho, there ! 
mind thy duty, Sylvan ! Carry food to the blind man, 
and stand not there to play thyself lest I trust thee not 
again alone on snch an errand ! 

The cxeatore— for it would have been laah to haya 
termed it a man — ^taming its eye upwards to the place 
from whence the voice came, answered with a dreadful 
grin and shaking of its fist, yet presently began to undo 
a paroely and mmmage in the pockets of a sort of jerkin 
and pantaloons which it wore, seeking it appeared, a 
bunch of keys, which at length it produced, while it 
took from the pocket a loaf of bread. Heating the 
stone of the wall, it affixed the torch to it by a piece 
of wax, and then cautiously looked oat for the entrance 
to the old man's dungeon, which it opened with a key 
selected from the bunch. Within the passage it seemed 
to look for and discover the handle of a pump, at which 
it filled a pitcher that it bore, and bringing back the 
fragments of the former loa^ and remains of the pitcher 
of water, it ate a little, as if it were in sport, and very 
soon making a frightful grimace, flung the fragments 
away. The Count of Paris, in the meanwhile, watched 
anxiously the proceedings of this unknown animaL 
His flist thought was^ that the creator^ whose limbe 
were so much larger than humanity, whose grimaces 
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were so frightful, and whose activity seemed super- 
natural, could be no other than the Devil himself, or 
some of his imps, whose situation and office in those 
gloomy legions seemed hj no means hard to conjee* 
tore. The human voice, however, whieh he had hear^ 
was less that of a necromancer conjuring a liend than 
that of a person giving commands to a wild animftl, 
over whom he had, by tninuig^ obtained a great 
snpeiiority. 

shame on said the Count, ''if I suffer a 

common jackanapes, — for such I take this de\dl-seeming 
beast to be, although twice as large as any of its fellows 
whom I have ever seen, — to throw an obstacle in the 
way ci my obtainmg dayhght and fieedom t Let us 
but watch, and the chance is that we make that furry 
gentleman our guide to the upper regions." 

Meantime the creature, which rummaged about every- 
where^ at length discovered the body of the tiger, — 
touched it, stirred it^ with many strange motions, and 
seemed to lament and wonder at its death. At once it 
seemed struck with the idea that some one must have 
slain it, and Coimt £obert had the mortification to see 
it once more seleot the key, and spring towards the 
door of UrseFs prison with sneh alacrity, that had its 
intention been to strangle him, it would have accom- 
plished its purpose before the interference of Count 
Bobert could have prevented its revenge taking place. 
Apparentiy, however, it reflected, that for reasooB 
which seemed satisfactory, the death of the tiger could 
not be caused by the unfortunate Ursei, but been 
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aecomplished by 8ome one concealed mihm the outer 
pzison. 

Slowly gmmbling, tiieiefbre, and cliatteriiig to itself 

and peeping anxiously into every corner, the tremen- 
dous creature, so like, yet so very unlike to the human. 
£yxm, came stealing along the walls» moving whatever 
he thought could seclude a man from his observation. 
Its extended legs and arms were protruded forward 
with great strides, and its sharp eyes, on the watch to 
discover the object of its search, kept prying^ with the 
assistance of the torch, into every comer. 

Considering the yidniiry of Alezius's collection of 
animals, the reader, by this time, can have little doubt 
that the creature in question, whoso appearance seemed 
to the Ck)unt of Paris so very problematical, was a 
spedmen of that gigantic species of ape — if it is not 
indeed some animal more nearly allied to ourselves — 
to which, I beliuve, naturalists have given the name of 
the Ourang Outang. This creature differs from the 
rest of its fraternity, in being comparatively more 
docile and serviceable : and thou^ possessing the 
power of imitation whidi is common to the whole race, 
yet making use of it less in mere mockery, than in the 
desire of improvement and instruction perfectly un- 
known to his brethren. The aptitude which it pos- 
sesses of aoquinng information, is surprisingly greats 
and probably, if placed in a &vourable situation, it 
might admit of being domesticated in a considerable 
degree ; but such advantages the ardour of scientific 
curiosily has never afforded this creature. The last we 



Digitized by 



COWST BOBBET OF PABI8 



361 



have heard of was seen, we belieye, in the Island of 

Sumatra — it was of great size and strength, and up- 
wards of seven feet Mgk It died defending despenitely 
its innocent life against a party of Europeans, who, we 
cannot help thinkin^^ might have hotter employed the 
superiority whieh their knowledge gave them over the 
poor native of the forest. It was probably this crea- 
ture, seldom seen, but when once seen never forgotten, 
"which occasioned the ancient helief in the god Pan, 
with his sylvans and satyrs. Nay, but for the gift 
of speech, which we cannot suppose any of the family 
to have attained, we should have believed the satyr 
seen by ISt. Anthony in the desert to have belonged to 
this tribe. 

We can, therefore, the more easily credit the annals 

which attest that the collection of natural history be- 
longing to Alexius Comnenus, preserved an animal of 
thia kind, which had been domesticat^^il and reclaimed 
to a surprising extent^ and showed a degree of intel* 
ligence never perhaps to be attained in any other case. 
These explanations being premised, we return to the 
thread of our story. 

The animal advanced with long noiseless steps; its 
shadow on the wall, when it held the torch so as to 
make.it Tisible to the Frank, forming another fiend* 
resembling mimiciy of its own large figure and ex- 
travagant looking members. Count liobert remained 
in his lurking hole, in no huxxy to begin a strife, of 
which it was impossible to foretell the end. In the 
meantime, the man of the 'woods came nigh, and every 
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step by which he approached, caused the Count's heart 
to Tibiate almost audibly, at the idea of meeting danger 
of a nature so strange and new. At length the creatuie 
approached the bed — his hideons eyes were fixed on 
those of the Count; and, as much surprised at seeing 
him as [Robert was at the meeting, he skipped about 
fifteen paces backwards at one spring with a cry of 
instmctive tenor, and then advanced on tiptoe, holding 
his torch as far forward as he could between him and 
the object of his fears, as if to examine him at the safest 
possible distance. Count Eobert caught up a fragment 
of the bedstead large enough to form a sort of clnb, 
with which he menaced the nattve of the wilds. 

Apparently this poor creatnre's education, like educa- 
tion of most kinds, had not been acquired without 
' blows^ of which the recollection was as fresh as that of 
the lessons which they enforced. Sir Bobert of Paris 
was a man at once to discover and to ayaH himseilf of 
the advantage obtained by finding that he possessed a 
degree of ascendency over his enemy, which he had not 
suspected. He erected his warlike figure, assumed a 
step as if triumphant in the lists^ and advanced threat- 
ening his enemy with his club» as he would have 
menaced his antagonist with the redoubtable Tran- 
chefer. The man of the woods, on the other hand, 
obviously gave way, and converted his cautious advance 
into a retreat no less cautioua Yet apparently the 
creature had not renounced some plan of resistance ; 
he chattered in an angry and hostile tone, held out 
his torch in opposition, and seemed about to strike the 
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crusader with it Goant Bobert^ boweTer, detennined 

to take his opponent at advantage, while his fears in- 
fluenced him, and for tliis purpose resolved, if possible, 
to deprive him of his natural supeihority in strength 
and agilitjy vhich bis siogiilar fona showed be could 
not bat possess over tbe bmnan species. A master of 
his weapon, therefore, the Count menaced his savage 
antagonist with a stroke on the right side of his head, 
but suddenly averting the blow, struck with bis 
wbole force on tbe left temple^ and in an instant was 
kneeling above bim, when, drawing bis dagger, be was 
about to deprive him of life. 

The Ourang Outang, ignorant of the nature of this 
new weapon with which be was threatened, attempted 
at one and tbe same moment^ to rise from tbe ground^ 
overtbiOw bis antagonist, and wrench the dagger from 
his grasp. In the tirst attempt, he would probably 
have succeeded ; and as it was, he gained his knees, 
and seemed likely to prevail in the struggle, when he 
became sensible that tbe knight^ drawing bis poniard 
sharply tbrongb bis grasp, bad cat bis paw severely, 
and seeing hiui aim the trencliant weapon at his throat, 
became probably awai^e that his enemy had his life at 
command. He soffered himself to be borne backwards 
without farther resistance, with a deep wailing and 
melancholy cry, having in it something buman, wbicb 
excited compassion. He covered his eyes with the 
un wounded hand, as if he would have hid from bis own 
sight the death wbicb seemed approaching him. 

Count Bobert^ notwithstanding bis militaiy firanzy, 
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ma, m ordinaiy mMem, a calniptempeied and mild 
-man, and particnlarly benevolent to the lower classes of 

creation. The thought rushed through his niind, Why 
take from this unfortunate monster the bieatii which 
is in its nostrils^ afiter which it cannot Imow another 
existenoef And then, may it not be some prince or 
knight changed to this grotesque shape, that it may 
help to guard these vaults, and the wonderful adven- 
tures that attach to them? Should I not, then, be 
gculty of a crime by slaying him, when he has rendered 
himftAlf^ rescue or no zeacue, which he has done as com- 
pletely as his transformed figure permits ; and if he be 
actually a bestial creature, may he not have some touch 
of gratitude 1 I have heard the minstrels sing the lay 
of Andzocies and the lion* I will he on my guard 
with him." 

So saying, be rose from aboye the man of the woods, 

and permitted liim also to arise. The creature seemed 
sensible of the clemency, for he muttered in a low and 
sapplicating tone, which seemed at once to crave for 
mercy, and to retam thanks for what he had already 
experienced He wept, too, as he saw the blood drop- 
ping from his wound, and with an anxious countenance, 
which had more of the human now that it was com- 
posed into an expression of pain and melancholy, seemed 
to await in tenor the doom of a being more powerful 
than himself 

The pocket wluch the knight wore under his armour, 
capable of containing but few things, had, however, 
some vulnerary balsam, foi which its owner had often 
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oecaskm, a little lint^ and a small roll of linen ; these 

the knight took out^ and motioned to the aiiimal to 
hold forth his wounded hand. The man of the woods 
obeyed with hesitation and reluctance, and Count Eobert 
applied the balsam and the diessingSy aoqiiainting his 
patient^ at the same time, in a severe tone of voioe, that 
perhaps lie did wrong in putting to his use a balsam 
compounded for the service of the noblest knights; but 
that if he saw the least sign of his making an ungrate- 
ful use of the benefit he had confeired, h# would bury 
the dagger, of which he had felt the efficacy, to the yeiy 
handle, in his body. 

The Sylvan looked fixedly upon Count Eobert, almost 
as if he understood the language used to him, and 
making one of its native murmurs, it stooped to the 
earth, kissed the feet of the knight, and, embracing his 
knees, seemed to swear to him eternal gratitude and 
fidelity. Accordingly, when the Count retired to the 
bed and assumed his armour, to await the re-opening 
of the trap-door, the animal sat down by his side, 
directing its eyes in the line with his, and seemed 
quietly to wait till the door should open. 

After waiting about an hour, a slight noise was heard 
in the upper chamber, and the wild man plucked the 
Frank by the cloak, as if to call his attention to what 
was about to happen. The same voice which had before 
spoken, was, after a whistle or two, heard to call, ** Syl- 
van, Sylvan ! where loiterest thou ? Come instantly, or, 
by the rood, thou shalt abye thy sloth I 

The po<» monster, as Tiinculo might have called him, 
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seemed perfectly awaie of the mfianing of this thieat^ 
and showed his sense of it, by pressmg close to the side 

of Count Hobert, making at the same time a kind of 
whining, entreating, it would seem, the knight^s pro- 
tection. Forgetting the great improbability there wae^ 
eyen in his own opinion^ that the creatoze could nnderw 
stand him, Connt Bobert said, Why, my Mend, thoa 
hast already learned the principal court prayer of this 
country, by which men entreat permission to speak 
and lire, fear nothing, poor cieatQze — I am thy 
protector" 

Sylvan ! what, bo I said the Toiee again ; whom 

hast thou got for a companion 1 — some of the fiends, or 
gbosts of murdered men, who they say are frequent in 
these dungeons! or dost thou oonyeise with the old 
blind rebel Gredant— <nr^ finally, is it true what men 
say of thee, that thou canst talk intelligibly when thou 
^vilt, and only gibberest and chatterest for fear thou art 
sent to work ? Come, thou lazy rascal 1 thou shalt have 
the advantage of tbe ladder to asc^d by, though thou 
needest it no more than a daw to ascend the steeple of 
the Cathedral of St. Sophia.* Come along, then,*' be 
said, putting a ladder down the trap-/ioor, " and put me 
not to the trouble of descending to fetch thee, else, by 
St Swithin, it shall be the worse for thee. Ck>me along^ 
therefore, like a good fellow, and for onoe I shall spare 
the whip." 

The animal, apparently, was moved by this rhetoric ; 
for, with a doleful look, which Count Eobert saw by 
*irow tba ofakf mosqt&e of the Ottoman oapitiL 



Digitized 



COU^T £OB££T OF PARIS 



means of the nearly extinguished torch, he seemed to 
bid him farewel], aud to creep away towards the ladder 
vith the same excellent good-will wheiewith a con- 
demned criminal perfonnB the like evolution. But no 
sooner did the Count look angry, and shake the for- 
midable dagger, than the intelligent animal seemed at 
once to take his resolution, and clenching Ma Lands 
tonly together in the fashion of one who has made up 
his mind, be returned from the laddex^s foot, and drew 
up behind Count Robert, — with the air, however, of a 
deserter, who feels V>in^flftlf but little at home when 
called into the field against bis ancient commander. 

In a short time the wardef s patience was exhausted* 
and despairing of the Sylvan's yoluntary return, be 
resolved to descend in quest of liim. Down the ladder 
he came, a bundle of keys in one hand, the other 
assisting bis descent^ and a sort of dark lantern, whose 
bottom was so fashioned that he could wear it upon bis 
bead like a bat He bad scarce stept on the floor, 
"vvhen he was surrounded by the nervous arms of the 
Count of Paris. At £rst the warder's idea was, that he 
was seised by the recusant Sylvan. 

How now, villain !" be said; ''let me go^ or thou 
shalt die the death.'* 

** Thou diest thyscK," said the Count, who, between 
the surprise and his own skill in wrestling, felt fully 
bis advantage in the struggle. 

" Treason ! treason I cried the warder, bearing by 
the voice that a stranger had mingled in the contest ! 

help^ ho ! above there 1 help, Hereward — Yaiangian ; 
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' — Anglo-Saxon, or whateyei accursed name thou callest 
thyself 1" 

While he spoke thus, the inesistible grasp of Coant 

Robert seized his throat, and choked his utterance. 
Tlicy fell heavily, the jailer undermost, upon the floor 
of the dungeon, and Bobert of Paris, the necessity of 
whose case excused the action, plunged his dagger in 
the throat of the unfortunate. Just as he did so, a 
noise of armour was lieard, and, rattlinf^ down the 
ladder, our acquaintance Hereward stood on the floor 
of the dungeon. The light, which had rolled from the 
head of the warder, oontmned to show him streaming 
with blood, and in the death-grasp of a stranger. 
Hereward hesitated not to fly to his assistance, and, 
seizing upon the Count of Paris at the same advantage 
which that knight had gained over his own adversary 
a moment before^ held him forcibly down with his face 
to the eartlL 

Count Robert was one of the strongest men of that 
military age ; but then so was the Varangian ; and 
save that the latter had obtained a decided advantage 
by haying his antagonist beneath him, it could not 
certainly have been cox^jectozed which way the combat 
was to go. 

" Yield ! as your own jargon goes, rescue or no 
rescue," said the Varangian, or die on the point of 
my dagger r* 

A French Count never yields,*' answered Robert, 

who began to conjecture with what sort of person he 
was engaged, above all to a vagabond slave like thee 1'^ 
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Witih this he made aa effort to lise, ao auddeiiy so 
Btrong, 80 powerful, that he had almost freed himaelf 

from IliL Yarungiaix's grasp, Lad not Hereward, by a 
violent exertion of his great strength, preserved the 
advantage he had gained, and raised his poniard to end 
the strife for ever ; but a loud chuckling laugh of an 
unearthly sound was at this instant heard. The Yaran- 
gian's extended aim was seized "with vigour, while a 
rough arm, embracing his throat, turned him over on 
his back, and gave the French Count an opportunity of 
springing np. 

Death to thee, wretch said the Varangian, scarce 
kn<jwing whom he threatened ; but the man uf the 
woods apparently had an awful recollection of the 
prowess of human beings. He £ed, therefore^ swiftly 
up the ladder, and left Hereward and his deliverer to 
fight it out with what success chance might determine 
between them. 

The circumstances seemed to argue a desperate com- 
bat; both were taU, strongs and courageous, both had 
defensive armour, and the &tal and desperate poniard 
was their only oU'eiiaivo weapon. They paused lacing 
each other, and examined eagerly into their respective 
means of defence before hazarding a blow, which, if it 
missed, its attaint would certainly be fatally requited. 
During this deadly pause, a gleam shone from the trap- 
door above, as the wild and alarmed visage of the man 
of the woods was seen peering down by the light of a 
newly-kindled torch which he held as low into tlie 
dungeon as he well could. . 

VOL, XLVI. B B 
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" Fight biayely, comrade " said Count Bobeit of 

« 

Paris, " for we no longer battle in private ; this re- 
sectable person having chosen to constitute himself 
judge of the field.'' 

Hazaidons as his sitaation was^ the Yarangifla looked 
up; and vniB so straek with the wild and tenified ex- 
pression which the creature had assumed, and the strife 
between curiosity and terror which its grotesque features 
exhibited, that he could not help buzsting into a fit of 
laughter. 

** Sylvan is among those,*' said Hereward, " who 

would rather hold the candle to a dance so formidable 
than join in it himself/* 

Is there, then»" said Count Robert, any absolute 
necessity that thou and I perform this dance at allf 

" Kone but our own pleasure," answered Iloreward ; 
"for I suspect there is not between us any legitimate 
cause of quarrel demanding to bo fought out in such a 
plao^ and before such a spectator. Thou art^ if I 
mistake not^ the bold Frank, who was yestermght 
imprisoned in this place with a tiger, cliamed within 
no distant spring of his bed ? " 

" I am," answered the Count. 
And where is the animal who was opposed to 
theef" 

" He lies yonder," answered the Count, " never again 
to be the object of more terror than the deer whom he 
may have preyed on in his day." He pointed to 
body of the tigeiTy which Hereward examined by the 
light of the dark lantern ahready mentioned. 



Digitized by Coogle 



C0T7HT BOBEBT OF PABIB 871 



''And this, then, was thy handiwork)'' said the 

wondering Anglo-Saxon. 

** Sooth to say it was," answered the Count with 
indifference. 

" And thou hast alain my oomxade of this strange 
mtdif said the Varangian. 

" Mortally woundud him at the least," said Count 
Bobert. 

'' With yoni patience, I will be beholden to you for 
a moment's troce^ while I examine his wound,'' said 
Hereward. 

Assuredly," answered the Count ; " bhghted he 
the arm which strikes a fool blow at an open 
antagonist 1 " 

Wifhoat demanding fiirther security, tiie VaiaiigiaiiL 
quitted his posture of defence and precaution, and set 

himself by the assistance of the daik Luitcrn, to exa- 
mine the wound of the first warder who appeared on 
the field, who seemed, by his Boman military diessi to 
be a soldier of the hands called Lmnortak. He found 
him in the death-agony, but still able to speak. 

So, Varangian, thou art come at last, — and is it to 
thy sloth or treachery that I am to impute my JO^te ? — 
ITay, answer me not I — ^The stranger struck me over 
the collar-bone — had we lived long together, or met 
often, I had done the like by thee, to wipe out the 
memory of certain transactions at the Golden Gate. — 
I know the use of the knife too well to doubt the 
effect of a blow aimed over the collar-bone by so strong 
a hand — feel it coming. The Bnmortal, so callec^ 

B £ 2 
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becomes now, if priests say trae, an immortal indeed, 

and Scbastes of Mytilene's bow is broken ere liis (quiver 
is half emptied." 

The robber Greek sunk back in Herewaid's arms, 
and closed his life with a groan, which was the last 
sound he uttered. The Yaiangian kid the body at 
length, on the dungeon lioor. 

" This is a perplexed matter/' he said ; I am 
certainly not called upon to put to death a brave man, 
although my national enemy, because he hath killed 
a miscreant who was privately meditating my own 
murder. Neither is this a place or a light by which 
to light as becomes the cliampions of two nations. 
Let that quarrel be still for the present — ^How say you 
then, noble sir, if we adjourn the present dispute till 
we effect your deliverance from the dungeons of the 
Blacquernal, and your restoration to j^our o^^ti friends 
and followers? If a poor Varangian should be of 
service to you in this matter, would you, when it was 
settled, refuss to meet him in fedr fighl^ with your 
national weapons or his own 1 " 

" If," said Count Eobert, " whether friend or enemy, 
thou wilt extend thy assistance to my wife, who is also 
imprisoned somewhere in this inhospitable palace, be 
assured, that whatever be thy rank, whatever be thy 
country, whatever bo tliy condition, Kobcit of Paris 
will, at thy choice, proffer thee his right hand in 
Mendship, or raise it against thee in &ir and manly 
battle — a strife not of hatred, but of honour and esteem ; 
and tiiis I vow by the soul of Charlemagne, my an- 
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cestor, and by the ehxine of my patroness^ Our Lady 

of the Broken Lances." 

" Enough said," replied Hereward, " I am as much 
Inmnd to the assistance of your Lady ConntesSy being 
a poor eadle^ as if I veie the fiist in the lanks 
of ehiTslTy ; for if anything can make the cause of 
worth and bravery yet more obligatory, it must be its 
being imited with that of a helpless and suffering 
female.*' 

I onghV said Count !Roberii^ to be here silent^ 
withont loading thy generosity with farther requests ; 
yet thou art a man wliom, if fortune has not smiled at 
thy birth, by ordaining thee to be born within the 
ranks of noblesse and knighthood, yet Providence hath 
done thee more justice by giving thee a more gallant 
heart than is always possessed, I fear, by those who 
are inwoven in the gayest wreath of chivalry. There 
lingeis here in these dungeons, for I cannot say he 
lives — a blind old man, to whom for three years every 
thing beyond his prison has been a universal bloi 
His food is bread and water, his intercourse limited to 
the conversation of a sullen warder, and if death can 
ever come as a deliverer, it must be to this dark old 
man. What sayst thou? Shall he^ so tmnttorably 
miserable, not profit by perhaps the only opportunity 
of freedom that may ever occur to him 1 ** 

** By Stb Dunstan," answered the Varangian, " thou 
keepest over truly the oath thou hast taken as a re- 
dresser of wrongs ! Thine own case is well-nigh des* 
perate, and thou art willing to make it utterly so by 
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uniting with it that of every unhappy peraom whom 

fate throws in thy way ! " 

" The more of human misery we attempt to relieve,^' 
said Bobert of Paii% the more we shall carry with us 
the blessing of our merdlfbl saints^ and Our Lady of 
the Broken Lanees, who views with so mneh pain 
every species of human suffering or misfortune, save 
that which occurs within the enclosure of the lists. 
But come, valiant Anglo-Saxon, resolve me on my 
request as speedily as thou canst. There is something 
in thy face of candour as well as sense, and it is with 
no small confidence that I desire to see us set forth in 
quest of my beloved Countess, who, when her deliver- 
ance is once achieved, will he a powerfol aid to ns in 
recovering that of others.'' 

" So be it, then," said the Varangian ; " we will 
proceed in quest of the Countess Brcnhilda ; and i^ 
on recovering her, we find ourselves strong enough 
to procure the freedom of the dark old man, my 
cowardice^ or want of compassion, shall never stop the 
attempt.'* 
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CHAPTER THE SEVENTEENTH 



Til itrange that, in tiie duk Bulphureoiu miiifl^ 

When wild ambitioii piles its ripening storefl ^ 

Of dumbering thunder, Love will interpoee 

His tiny torch, and OMue the stem e^loeion 

To bnzi^ when the dsviser's least aware. 

Avovrxoua. 

About noon of the same day, Agclastes met with 
A* liilles Tatius, the commander of the Varangian 
guard, in those ruins of the Egyptian temple in which 
we formerly mentioned Heieward having had as Inter- 
view with the philoeophter. Thej met^ as it seemed, 
in a very different humour. Tatius was gloomy, melan- 
choly, and do^vncast ; while the philosopher maintained 
the calm indi£Eerence which procured for him, and in 
8ome sort deserved, the title of the Elephant Thou 
blenchest, Achilles Tatins," said the philosophr " now 
that thou hast frankly opposed thyself to all the 
dangers which hUxA between thee and greatness. Thou 
art like the idle hoy who turned the mill-stream upon 
the madune, and that done^ instead of maMng a proper 
use of it^ was terrified at seeing it in motion." 

"Thou dost I1K3 wrong, Agclastes," answered the 
Acolyte, foul wrong ; I am but like the mariner, who 
although determined upon his voyage, yet cannot for- 
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bear a eomfwbag glance at the elioie, before he parte 
with it may be, for ever." 

" It may have been right to think of this, but par- 
don me, yaliant TatdiLS, when I tell you the account 
should have been made np before; and the grandson 
of Algiuic the Hun ought to have oompnted chances 
and consequences ere he stretched his hand to his 
master's diadem." 

" Hush ! for Heaven's sake," said Tatius, looking 
roond ; that, thou knowest^ is a secret between our 
two selves ; for if Nicephorus, the CflBsar, should learn 
it^ where were we and our conspiracy 1 " 

" Our Ividios on the gibbet^ probably," answered 
Agelastes, " and our souls divoioed from them, and in 
the way of discovering the secrets which thou hast 
hitherto taken upon trust'' 

** Well," said Achilles, " and sliould not the con- 
sciousness of the possibility of this fate render us 
cautious ? " 

«CautiouB men if you will,'* answered Agelastes, 
" but not timid children." 

•* Stone walls can liear," — said the Follower, lower- 
ing his voice. " Dionysius the tyrant, I have read, 
had an Ear which conveyed to him the secrets spoken 
within his state-piison at Syracuse." 

^ And l^t Ear is still stationary at Syracuse/' said 
the philosoplier. " Tell me, my most simple friend, 
art thou afraid it has been transported hither in one 
nighl^ as the Latins believe of Our Lady's house of 
Lorettol" 
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^ No" answered Achilles^ but in an affiur eo im- 
portant too much, caution cannot be need.'* 

Well, thou most cautious of candidates for empire, 

and most cold of military loaders, know that the Caesar, 
deeming, I thinlr^ that there is no chance of the empire 
ft^lh'ng to any one but tiimftAlf^ hath tak^ in his bead 
to consider his succession to Alexius as a matter of 
course, wbenerer the election takes place. In conse- 
quence, as matters of course are usually matters of 
indifference, he has left all thoughts of securing bis 
interest upon this material occasion to thee and to me^ 
while the foolish yoluptuary hath himself run mad — 
for what tliiiik you I S<iinctliing between man and 
woman — ^female in her lineaments, her limbs, and a 
part at least of her garments; but, so help me, St 
GeoigCy most masculine in the rest; of her attire^ in ber 
propensities, and in her exercises." 

"The Amazonian wife, thou meanest," said Achilles, 
" of that iron-handed Frank, who dashed to pieces last 
nigbt the golden lion of Solomon with a blow of bis 
fist f By St George, the least whicb can come of such 
an amour is broken bones.'' 

That,'^ said Agelastes, " is not quite so improbable 
as that Dionysius's Ear should fly hither from Syracuse 
in a single nigbt ; but be is presumptuous in respect of 
tbe influence which his supposed good looks baye gained 
him among the Grecian dames." 

" He was too presum]ituous, I suppose," t^aid Achilles 
Tatius, to make a proper allowance for his situation as 
CsBsar, and tbe prospect of bis being Emperor.'' 
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** Meantime»^' said Agelastes^ *^ I have pioniised him 

an interview with, his Bradamante, who may perhaps 
reward his tender epithets of Zae kai psyche^* by di- 
voicing his amoions soul from his uiiriYalled person." 

« Meantime^" said the Follower^ thou obtainest^ I 
concitide, soeh orders and warrants as the Csesar can 
give for the furtherance of our plot ? ** 

" Assuredly/' said Agelastes, " it is an opportunity 
not to be lost. This loTO fit^ or mad Hi, has blinded 
him ; and without ezcitii^ too modi attention to the 
progress of the plot, we can thus in safety conduct 
matters our own way, without causing malevolent re- 
marks ; and though 1 am conscious thaty in doing so, I 
act somewhat at variance with mj age and character, 
yet the end being to convert a worthy Follower into an 
ImperiMi Leader, I shame mo not in procuring that in- 
terview with the lady, of which the Ca3sar, as they 
term him, is so desirous. — ^What progress, meanwhile, 
hast thou made with the Yaiangiana, who are, in respect 
of execntion, the very arm of our design t " 

" Scarce so good as I could wish," said^ Aeliilles 
Tatius ; yet I have made sure of some two or three 
score of those whom I found most accessible ; nor have 
I any doubt that when the Csesar is set aside, their 
cry will be for Achilles Tatius.'* 

" And what of the gallant who assisted at our pre- 
lections 1 " said Agelastes ; *^ your Edward, as Alexius 
termed him)" 

^ I have made no impression upon him,'* said the 

• Life and SouL" 
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Follower ; and I am sorry for it^ for lie is one whom 

his comrades think well of, and would gladly follow. 
Meantime, I have placed him as an additional sentinel 
upon the uon-witted Count of Paris, whom, both 
having an inveterate love of battle^ he ia veiy likely to 
pnt to death ; and if it ia afterwaxds challenged by the 
crusaders as a cause of war, it is only delivering up the 
Varangian, whose personal hatred will needs be repre- 
sented as having occasioned the catastrophe. All this 
being prepared beforehand, how and when shall we 
deal with the Emperor 

** For that," said Agelastes, we must consult the 
Caesar, who, although his expected happiness of to-day 
is not more certain than the state preferment that he 
expects to-morrowy and although his ideas are mnch 
more anxiously fixed npon his encoess with this said 
Countess than his succession to the emidrr, will, never- 
theless, expect to be treated as the head of the enter- 
prise lor accelexating the latter. But^ to speak my 
opinion, valiant Tatius, to-morrow will be the last day 
that Alexius shall hold the reins of empire.*' 

" Let me know for certain," said the Follower, " as 
soon as thou canst^ that I may warn our brethren^ who 
are to have in readiness the insurgent citizens^ and 
those of the Immortals who are combined with us, in 
the neighbourhood of the court, and in readiness to act. 
And, above all, that I may disperse upon distant guards 
such Varangians as I cannot trust." 

"Bely upon me," said Agelastes^ ''for the most 
accurate information and instructions, so soon as I have 
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seen Kioepliarus Briennius. One word penult me to 
ask, — ^in what maimer is the wi& of the CsBsar to be 

disposed of 1 " 

''Somewhere/' said the Follower, ''where I can 
never be compelled to hear more of her history. Were 
it not for that nightly pest of her lectures, I could be 
good-natured enough to take care of her destiny myself 
and teach her the dilicreiice betwixt a real emperor 
and this Briennius^ who thinks so much of himself" 
So sayings they separated ; the follower elated in look 
and manner considerably above what he had been when 
they met. 

Agelastes looked after his companion with a scornful 
laugh. " There," he said, " goes a fool, whose lack of 
sense prevents his eyes fiom being dazjded by the torch 
which cannot &il to eonsome him. A half-bred, half- 
acting, half-thinking, half-daring caitiff, whose poorest 
thoughts — and those wliich deserve that name must be 
poor indeed — are not the produce of his own under- 
standing. He expects to drcnmvent the fiery, haughty, 
and proud Nicephorus Briennius ! If he does sc^ it 
will not be by his own policy, and still less by his 
valour. Kor shall Anna Conmeua, the soul of wit and 
genius, be chained to such an imim aginative log as 
yonder half barbaiian. No— she shall have a husband 
of pure Grecian extraction, and well stored with that 
learning which was studied wlicn Komo was great, and 
Greece illustrious. ITor will it be the least charm of 
the Imperial throne, that it is partaken by a partner 
whose personal studies have taught her to esteem and 
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value those of the Emperor." He took a step or two 
with oonscions eleyation, and then, as oonsdenoe-checked, 
lie added, in a suppressed voice, " But then, if Anna 

were destined for Empress, it follows of course that 
Alexius must die — no consent could be trusted to. — 
And what thenl — the death of an oxdinary man is 
indifijerenl^ when it plants on the throne a philosopher 
and a historian ; and at what tune were the possessors 
of the empire curious to inquire when or by whose 
agency their predecessors died] — Diogenes I Ho, Dio- 
genes 1 " The slave did not immediately comfit^ so that 
AgdasteSy wrapt in the anticipation of his greatness^ 
had time to add a few more words : — *^ Tosh — I must 
reckon with. Heaven, say the priests, for many things, 
so I will throw this also into the account. The death 
of the Emperor may be twenl^ ways acfaieyed without 
my having the blame of it The blood which we have 
shed may spot our hand, if closely regarded, but it 
shall scarce stain our forehead'* Diogenes here en- 
tered — Has the f rank lady been removed ] " said the 
philosopher. 

The slave signified his assent 

" How did she bear her removal 1 " 

" As authorized by your lordship, indillerently well. 
She had resented her separation from her busband, and 
her being detained in the palace^ and committed some 
violence upon the slaves of the Household, several of 
whom were said to bo slain, although wc perhaps ought 
only to read sorely fiightened. She recognised me at 
once ; and when I told her that I came to offer her 
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a da/s letirement in your own lodgingB, until it should 
be in your power to achieve the libeiation of her hus- 
band, she at once consented, and I deposited her in the 
secret Cytherean garden-house." 

" Admirably done, my faithful Diogenes," said the ' 
philosopher ; thpn arfc like the genii who attended on 
the EaBtem talismans ; I have bat to intimate my will 
to thee, and it is accomplished." 

Diogenes bowed deeply, and withdrew. 

** Yet remember^ slave { " said Agelastos^ speaking to 
himself; ''there is danger in knowing too mnch, — and 
should my character ever become questioned, too many 
of my secrets are in the power of Diogenes.** 

At this moment a blow thrice repeated, and struck 
upon one of the images without, which had been so 
firamed as to return a tingling sound, and in so fsur 
deserved the praise of being vocal, interrupted his 
soliloquy. 

" There knocks," said he, " one of our allies ; who 
can it be that comes so late t *' He touched the £gure 
of Isis with his stafi^ and the Cflssar Nioephorus Brien* 
nius entered in the full Grecian habit, and that graceful 
dress anxiously arranged to the best advantage. " Let 
ma hope^ my lord," said Ageiastes, receiving the Csesar 
with an apparently grave and reserved face, ''your 
Highness comes to tell me that your sentiments are 
changed on reflection, and that whatever you had to 
confer about with this Prankish lady, may be at least 
deferred until the principal part of our conapiiacy has 
been suocessfvilly executed.*' 



Digitized by Google 



884 



WAYSBLEY NOVELS 



Philosopher/' answered the Cssaar, " no. My reso- 
lution, once taken, is not the sport of circumstamoes. 
Believe me, that I have not finished so many labours 

without being ready to undertake others. The favour 
of Venus is the reward of the labours of Mars ; nor 
would I think it worth while to worship the god anni- 
potent with the toil and risk attending his service^ 
unless I had previously attained some decided proo& 
that I was wreathed with the myrtle, intimating the 
favour of his beautiful mistress." 

I beg pardon for my boldness,'' said Agelastes ; 
''but has your Imperial Highness reflected, that you 
were wagering, with the wildest rashness, an empire, 
including thine own life, mine, and all who are joined 
with us in a hardy scheme } And against what were 
they waged I Against the very precarious &your of a 
woman, who is altogether divided betwixt fiend and 
female, and in either ca}>acity is most likely to be fatal 
to our present scheme, either by her good-will, or by the 
offence which she may take. If she prove such as you 
wish, she will desire to. keep her lover by her side;, and 
to spare him the danger of engaging in a perilous con- 
spiracy; and if she remains, as the world believe her, 
constant to her husband, and to the sentunents she 
vowed to him at the altar, you may guess what cause of 
offence you are likely to give, by uiging a suit which 
she has already received so very ill" 

" Pshaw, old man ! Thou tumest a dotard, and in 
the great knowledge thou possessest of other things, 
hast forgotten the knowledge best worth knowing*— 
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that of the beautiful part of the creation. Think of the 

impression likely to be made by a gallant neither 
ignoble in situation, nor unacceptable in presence, upon 
a lady who must fear the consequences of refusal! 
Oome^ Agekstee, let me have no more of thy croaking 
auguring bad fortune like the raven from the blasted 
oak on the left hand ; but declaim, as well thou caust, 
bow faint heart never won fair lady, and how those 
best deserve empire who can wreathe the myrtles of 
Yenua with the laurels of Mars. Come, man, undo me 
the secret entrance which combines these magical ruins 
with groves that are fashioned rather like those of 
Cytheros or Naxos," 

« It must be as you will 1 said the philosopher, 
with a deep and somewhat affiscted sigh. 

** Here, Diogenes ! called aloud the OsBsar ; when 
thou art summoned, miscliief is not far distant. Come, 
undo the secret entrance. Mischief, my trusty negro, 
is not so distant but she will answer the £rst clatter of 
the stones." 

The negro looked at bis master, who returned him a 
glance acquiescing in tlie Cnesar's proposal. Diogenes 
then went to a part of the ruined wall which was 
covered by some dimbing shrubs^ ail of which he care- 
fully removed. This showed a little postern door, dosed 
irregularly, and filled up, from the threshold to the top, 
with large square stones, aU of which the slave took out 
and piled aside, as if for the purpose of replacing them. 

I leave thee," said Agekstes to the negro^ to guard 
this door, and let no one enter, except he has the sign, 
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upon the peril of thy life. It were dangerous it should 

be left open at this period of the day." 

Tlie obsequious Diogenes put his hand to his sabre and 
to his head, as if to signily tlie usual promise of Melity 
or deaths by which those of his condition generally ex- 
pressed tiieiranswertotheirmaster'scomniands. Diogenes 
then lighted a small lantern, and pulling out a key, opened 
an inner door of wood, and prepared to step forward. 

" Hold, friend Diogenes," said the C^sar ; " thou 
wantest not my lantern to discern an honest man, 
whom, if thou didst seek, I must needs say thou hast 
come to the wrong place to find one. Nail thou up 
these creeping shnibs before the entrance of the place, 
and abide thou there, as already directed, till our return, 
4 to pany the curiosily of any who may be attracted by 
the sight of the private passage.'' 

The black slave drew back as ho gave the lamp to 
the Caesar, and Agelastes followed the Hght through a 
long, but narrow, arched passage, well supplied with 
air £rom space to space, and not neglected in the inside 
to the degree which its exterior would have implied. 

" I will not enter with you into the gardens,'' said 
Agelastes, " or to the bower of Cytherea, where I am 
too old to be a worshipper. Thou thyself 1 think, 
Imperial Csesar, art well aware of the load, having 
travelled it divers times ; and, if I mistake not^ for the 
fairest reasons." 

"The more thanks," said the Ca3sar, "are due to 
mine excellent ^nd Agelastes, who forgets his own 
age to accommodate the youth of his friends.'' 
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CHAPTER THE EIGHTEENTH. 

We must now return to the dungeon of the Blacquer- 
nalt where dicuniBtances had jfonned at least a tempo- 
rary xmion between the stout Varangian and Count 

Kobert of l^iris, who had a stronger resemblance to each 
other in their dispositions than probably either of them 
would have been willing to admit The virtues of the 
Yarangian were all of that natural and unrefined kind 

which nature herself dictates to a gallant man, to whom 
a total want of fear, and the most prompt alacrity to 
meet danger, had been attributes of a life-long standing. 

oo2 
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The Connl^ on the other hand, had all that braveiy; 
generosity, and loTe of adventoiey which was poeeeesed 

by the rude soldier, with the \^rtues, partly real, partly 
fautastic, which those of his rank and country acquired 
from the apirit of chivaLy, The one might be compared 
to the diamond as it came ftom the mine^ before it had 
yet received the advantages of cutting and setting ; the 
other was the ornamented geni, which, cut into facets 
and hchly set, had lost perhaps a little of its original 
substance^ yet stilly at the same tune, to the eye of an 
inspector, had something more showy and splendid 
than when it was, according to the phrase of lapidaries, 
en brut In the one case, the value was more artificial ; 
in the other, it was the more natural and real of the 
two. Chance, therefore, had made a temporary alliance 
between two men, the foundation of whose chazaoters 
bore such strong resemblance to each other; that they 
were only separated by a coui-se of education, which 
had left rigid pi^udices on both sides, and which pre- 
judices were not unlikely to run counter to eack other. 
The Yaiangian commenced his conyersation with the 
Count in a tone of funiliarity, approaching nearer to 
rudeness than the speaker was aware of, and much of 
which, though most innocently intended by Hereward, 
might be taken amiss by his new brother in arms. 
The most offensiye part of his deportment^ howeyer, 
was a blunt, bold disregard to the title of those whom 
he addressed, adhering thereby to the manners of the 
Saxons, from whom he drew his descent, and which 
was likely to be at least unpleasing to the Eianks as 
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well as NoimanB, Avho had already received and beoome 
yeiy tenacious of the privileges of the feudal system, 
the mummeTy of heraldry, and the warlike claims as- 
sumed by kuights, as belonging only to tlicir own order. 

He re ward was apt, it must be owr.ed, to think too 
little of these distinctions ; while he had at least a suf- 
ficient tendency to think enough of the power and 
wealth of the Greek empire which he served, — of the 
dignity inherent in Alexius Comnenus, and which he 
was also disposed to grant to the Grecian oncers, who, 
under the Emperor^ commanded his own cozpa^ and 
particularly to Achilles Tatius. This man Heiewaid 
knew to he a coward, and half-suspected to he a villain. 
Still, however, the Follower was always the direct 
channel through which the Imperial graces were con- 
fened on the Varangians in general^ as well as upon 
Hereward himself; and he had always the policy to 
represent such favours as being more or less indirectly 
the consequence of his own intercession. He was sup- 
posed vigorously to espouse the quarrel of the Varan- 
giansy in all the disputes between them and the other 
corps ; he was liberal and open-handed ; gave every 
soldier his due ; and, bating the trifling circumstance * 
of valour, wliich was not particularly his forte, it would 
have been difficult for these strangers to have demanded 
a leader more to their wishes Besides thia^ our friend 
Hereward was admitted by him into his society, attended 
him, as we have seen, upon secret expeditions, and 
shared, therefore, deeply, in what may be termed by an 
expressive^ though vulgar phrase, the sneaking kind news 

oo3 



Digitized by Gopgle 



WAYBBLET KOVBLS 



enteitaiiied for this new Achilles by the greater part of 
his myrmidonB. 

Their attadiment liiight be explained, perhaps, as a 
liking to their commander, as strong as could well exist 
with a marreUous lack of honour and esteem. The 
scheme, therefore, formed by Hereward to effect the 
deliverance cf the Oonnt of Pari% oomprehended as 
muck faith to the l^'.iiiperor, and his representative, the 
Acolyte or Follower, as was consistent with rendering 
justice to the ixgured Frank. 

In fdrtheiance of this plan, he oondacied Coimt 
Bohert ttom the snbterranean vanltB of the Blacquemal, 
of the intricacies of which he was master, having been 
repeatedly, of late, stationed sentinel there, for the 
purpose of acquiring that knowledge of which Tatios 
promised himself the advantage in the ATwning con- 
spiracy. When they were in the open air, and at some 
distance from the gloomy towers of the Palace, he 
bluntly aiiked the Count of Paris whether he knew 
Agelastes the PMLosopher. The other answered in the 
negative. 

"Look yon now, Sir Knight, yon hurt yourself in 

attempting to impose upon me," said Hereward. "You 
must know him ; Ibr I saw you dined with him yester- 
day." 

! with that learned old man!" said the Count 
** I know nothing of him worth owning or disguising to 
thee or any one. A wily person he is, half herald and 
half minstrel." 
^^Half procurer and whole knave^'^ subjoined the 
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Yanmgiaik ** With the mask of apparent good-humour 
he conceals his pandering to the vices of otheis ; with 

the specious jai'gon of philosophy, he has argued himself 
out of religious belief and moral principle ; and, Avith 
the appearance of tlio most devoted loyalty, he will, if 
he is not checked in time, either aiguehis too confiding 
master; out of life and empire, or if he fiuls in this, 
reason his simple associates into death and misery." 

"And do you know all this,'* said Count Kobert^ 
" and permit this man to go unimpeached 1 " 

** Oj content you, sir/' replied the Varangian ; I 
cannot yet form any plot which Agelastes may not 
countermine ; but tlio time will come, nay it is already 
approaching, when the Emperor's attention shall be 
irresistibly turned to the conduct of this man, and then 
let the philosopher sit &st^ or by St Dunstan the bar- 
barian overthrows him ! I would only fain, methmks, 
save from his clutches a fooUsh j5iend, who haa listened 
to his delusions." 

" But what have I to do^" said the County " with this 
man, or with his plots f " 

" Much," said Herewaid, " although you know it not 
The main supporter of this plot is no other than the 
CflBsar, who ought to be the most faithful of men ; but 
ever since Alexius has named a Sebastocrator, an officer 
that is higher in rank, and nearer to the throne than 
the Caisar himself, so long has Kicephorus Briennius 
been displeased and dissatisfied, though for what length 
of time he has joined the schemes of the astucious 
Agelastes it is more difficult to say. This I know, that 
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fbir many months he has fed libeially, as hk riehes en- 
able liim to do, the vices and prodigality of the Ciusar. 
He has encouraged him to show disrespect to his 
vrife, although the Emperor's daughter; has put ill-will 
between him and the royal £unily. And if Briennioa 
bean no longer the &me of a rational man, and the 
renown of a good leader, he is deprived of both by 
following the advice of this artful sycophant." 

''And what is all this to me)" said the Fiank. 
Agelastes may be a trae man or a time-serving slaye; 
his master, Alexins Comnenn% is not so mnch allied to 
me or mine that I should meddle in the intrigues of 
his court" 

Yon may be mistaken in that^" said the blunt 
Varangian; ''if these intrigues involTe the happiness 
and ▼irtue"— 

" Death of a thousand martyrs V said the Frank, 
*'do paltry intrigues and quarrels of slaves involve a 
single thought of suspicion of the noble Countess of 
Paris f The oaths of thy whole generation were in- 
effeetoal to prove but that one of her hain had changed 
its colour to silver ! 

"Well imagined, gallant knight,'' said the Anglo- 
Saxon ; " thou art a husband fitted lor the atmosphere 
of Constantinople^ which calls for little vjgilanoe and a 
strong belief. Thou wilt find many followers and 
fellows ill this court of oui^." 

"Hark thee, fcieud," replied the Frank, "let us have 
no more words, nor walk fiurther together than just to 
the most solitaiy nook of this bewOdeied city, and let 
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US there aet to tbat work whieh we left even now un- 
finished.'' 

"If thou wort a Duke, Sir Count," replied the 
Varangian, " thou couldst not invite to a combat one 
who is more ready for it Yet consider the odds on 
which we fight If I my moan is soon made ; bat 
will my death set thy wife at liberty if she is under 
restraint, or restore licr honour if it is tarnished 1 — Will 
it do any thing more than remove from the world the 
only person who is wiULog to give thee aid, at his own 
risk and danger, and who hopes to unite thee to tby 
wife^ and replace thee at the head of thy forces f ** 

" I was wrong," said the Count of Paris ; I was 
entirely wrong ; but beware, my good £dend, bow thou 
oonplest the name of Bienhilda of Aspramonte with the 
word of dishononr, and tell me, instead of tikis irritating 
discourse, whither go we now 1 ** 

" To the Cy therean gardens of Agelastes, from which 
we are not fax distant^ ' said the Anglo-Saxon ; "yet be 
bath a nearer way to it than that by which we now 
teave], else I should be at a loss to aoooont for the abort 
space in which be could exchange the charms of bis 
garden for the gloomy ruins of the Temple of Isia^ and 
the Imperial palace of the BlacquemaL" 

« And wherefore^ and how long^" said CJount Eobert^ 
'^dost thou conclude that my Countess is detained in 
these gardens ? " 

** Ever since yesterday," replied Hereward. " When 
both I, and seveiai of my companionfi, at my request, 
kept dose watch upon the daaut and your lady^ we did 
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plainly perceive passagee of fieiy admiration on his part, 
and anger as it aeemed on hea, whieh Agelastes, being 
Kicepboms^B friend, was likely, as nsnal, to bring to an 

end, by a separation of you both, from the army oi' tlie 
crusaders, that your wife, like many a matron before, 
might have the pleaanze of taking np he? residence in 
the gardens of that worthy saga ; while yon, my loid, 
mig^t take up your own permimemtly in the castle of 
Blacquernal.'* 

Villain ! why didst thou not apprize me of this 
yesterday 

A likely tilings" said Heiewaid, ^'that I should liael 
myself at liberty to leaye the ranks, and make such a 

communication to a man, whom, far from a friend, I 
then considered in tho light of a personal enemy 1 
Methinks, that instead of such language as this^ you 
should be thankful that so many chance drcnmstances 
have at length brought me to befriend and assist you." 

Count Bobert felt the truth of what was said, though 
at the same time his £eiy temper longed to avenge itself 
according to its wont^ upon the party which was nearest 
at hand. 

But now they arrived at wiiaL tlie citiz(ais of Con- 
stantinople called the Philosopher's Gardens. Here 
Hereward hoped to obtain entrance, for he had gained 
a knowledge of some part, at leasts M the private signals 
of Achilles and Agelastes, since he had been introduced 
to thu lust at the ruins of the Temple of Isis. They 
had not indeed admitted him to their entire secrt t ; 
yet^ confident in his connexion with the Follower, they 
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had no hesitation in commimicating to him snatches of 
knowledge^ audi bb, oommiUed to a man cf ahiewd 
natmal sense like the Anc^o-Saxon^ conld scarce fiul, in 
time and hy degrees, to make him master of the whole. 

Count Robert and his companioii stood before an arched 
door^ the only opening in a high waU, and the Anglo- 
Saxon was about to knock, when, as if the idea bad 
snddenlj stmck him, — 

"What if the wretch Diogenes opens the gate 9 We 
must kill him, ere he can fly back and betray us. Well, 
it is a matter of necessity, and the villain has deserved 
bis death hy a hundred honid crimes." 

Kill him then, thyself" retorted GoontBobert ; ''he 
is nearer thy degree, and assuredly I will not defile the 
name of Charlemagne with the blood of a black slave." 

" Nay, Giod-a-mercy 1 " answered the Anglo-Saxon, 
" but yon most bestir yourself in the action, sapposing 
there come rescue, and that I be oyerbome by odds." 

" Such odds," said the knight, " will render the 
action more like a rnelrf^, or general battle; and assure 
yourself I will not be slack when I may, with my 
honour, be activa" 

" I doubt it not," said the Yaiangian ; but the dis- 
tinction seems a strange one, that before permitting a 
man to defend himself, or annoy his enemy, requires 
him to demand the pedigree of his ancestor." 

*^ Fear you not, sir," said Count Eobert The strict 
rule of chivalry indeed bears what I tell thee^ but when 
the question is, Fight or not l there is great allowance 
to be made for a decision in the affirmative.** 
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''Let me give then the exoidsei^s lap/* replied 
Heieward, ** and see what fiend will appear.'* 

So saying, he knocked in a particular manner, and 
the door opened inwards ; a dwarfish negress stood in 
the gap—her white hair contrasted singidaily with her 
dark complexiony and with the broad laughing look 
pecnHar to those slayes. She had something in her 
physiognomy which, severely construed, might argue 
malice, and a delight in human misery. 

" Is Agektftea'' said the Yamngian ; bnt he had 

not oompleted the sentence^ when she answered him^ 
by pointing down a shadowed walk. 

The Anglo-Saxon and Frank turned in that direction, 
when the hag rather muttered, than said di?tinctly, 
^ You are one of the initiatedi Yarangian ; take heed 
wbom yon take with yon, when yon amy bazdlyy per- 
adventure, be welcomed even going alone.** 

Hereward made a sign that he understood her, and 
they were instantly out of her sight. The path winded 
beantifiilly thiocigh the shades of an Eastern garden, 
where clumps of flowers and labyrinths of flowezing 
slirubs, and the tall boughs of the forest trees, rendered 
even the breath of noon cool and acceptable. 

" Here we must use our utmost caution," said Here- 
ward, speaking in a low tone of voice ; "for here it is 
most likely the deer that we seek has found its refhge. 
Better allow me to pa,^s before, since you are too deeply 
agitated to possess the coolness necessary for a scout. 
£eep concealed beneath yon oak, and let no vain 
scmples of honour deter you from oieeping beneath 
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the underwood, or beneaUi the earth itself^ if yoa 
should hear a footfall If the lovers have agreed, 
Agelastes, it is probable^ irolks bis round, to prevent 

intrusion." 

" Death aiul furies ! it cannot be ! " exclaimed the 
fieiy frank — <'Lady of the Broken Laneea^ take t^y 
votary's ]ife» ere thou torment him with this agony !" 

He saw, however, the necessity of keeping a s^ng 
force upon liimself, and permitted, without further re- 
monstrance, the Varangian to pursue his way, looking, 
however, earnestly after him. By advancing forward a 
little, he could observe Hereward draw near to a pavi- 
lion which arose at no great distance from the place 
where they had parted. Here he observed him apply, 
first his eye, and then his ear, to one of the case 
ments, which were in a great measiire grown over, 
and ezdnded ficom the light, by various flowering shrubs. 
He almost thouglit he saw a grave interest take place 
in the countenance of the Varangian, and he longed to 
have his share of the information which he had doubt- 
less obtained. 

He crept^ therefore^ with noiseless steps, through 

the same labyrinth of foliage wliich had covered the 
approaches of Hereward ; and so silent were his move- 
ments, that he touched the Anglo-Saxon, in order to 
make him aware of his presence, before he observed 
his ap])roacli. 

Hereward, not aware at first by whom he was ap- 
proached, turned on the intruder with a countenance 
like a burning coal. Seeing^ however, that it was the 
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Frank, he shrugged his shoulders, aa if pitying the 
impatience which could not be kept under pradent 
lestraiut, and diawiiig Idmself hack allowed the Count 
the privilege of a peeping place througli pliuths of the 
casement, which could not he discerned by the sharpest 
eye from the inner side. The sombre character of the 
light which penetrated into thia abode of pleasure, was 
suited to that species of thought to which a Temple of 
Cythtrea was supposed to be dedicated. Portraits and 
groups of statuary w ere also to he seen, in the taste of 
those which they had beheld at the Kiosk of the water- 
fall, yet something more free in the ideas which they 
conveyed than were to be found at their first resting- 
place. Shortly after, the door of the pavilion opened, 
and the Countess entered, followed by her attendant 
Agatha. The lady threw herself on a couch as she 
came in, while her attendant, who was a young and 
very haiid^uiiie woniaii, kept herself modestly in the 
back^^round, so much so as hardly to be distinguished. 

"What dost thou think," said the Countess, "of so 
suspicious a Mend as Agelastes ) so gallant an enemy 
as the Csosar, as he is called?" 

"What should I think," returned the damsel, *' ex- 
cept that what the old man calls Iriendshij) is hatred, 
and what the Cnsar tenns a patriotic love for his coun- 
tiy, which will not permit him to set its enemies at 
Hberty, is in &ct too strong an affoction for his jfoir 
cixptive 1 '* 

" For such an affection," said the Countess, " he shall 
have the same requital as if it were indeed the hostili^ 
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of wliich ho would give it the colour. — My true and 
nobto Lord i hadst thou an idea of the calawiitiea to 
which they have aubjected me, how soon wcmldst thou 

break tliruugh every restraint to kasten to my relief ! 

"Art thou a man," said Count Robert to his com- 
panion ; " and canat thou Advise me to lemoiu still and 
hearthiar' 

^^I am one man," said the Anglo-Saxon ; ^'you, sir, 

are another ; but all our ai'itliraetic will liot niako us 
more than two ; and in this place, it is probable that a 
whistle from the Csasar, or a acxeam from Agelastes, 
would bring a thousand to match us^ if we were as bold 
as Bevis of Hampton. — Stand still and keep quiet. 
I counsel this, less as respectiug my own life, wliich, by 
embarking upon a wild-goose chase with so strange a 
partneT, I have shown I put at little value^ than for thy 
aafetyy and that of the lady thy Countess, who shows 
herself as virtuoos as beautifoL'^ 

"I was imposed on at lirst," said the Lady Brenhilda 
to her attendant. Affectation of severe morals, of 
deep learning, and of rigid rectitude, assumed by this 
wicked old man, made me believe in part the character 
which he pretended ; but the gloss is rubbed off smce 
he let me see into his alliance with the unworthy 
Caisar, and the ugly picture remains in its native 
loathsomeness. Kevertheleesy if I can, by address or 
subtlety, deceive this axch-deceiver, — as he has taken 
&om me, in a great measure, every other kind of assist- 
ance, — I will not refuse that of craft, which he may 
lind perhaps equal to his own i'' 
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Hear you thatt'' said the Yaiangian to the Count of 
Paris. "Do not let your impatience mar the web of 

your lady's prudence. I will weigh a woman's wit 
figaiiist a man's valour where there is aught to do ! 
Let UB not come in with our assistance until time shall 
show us that it is necessary f^r her safety and our 
success." 

" Amen," said the Count of Paris ; " but hope not, 
Sir Saxon, that thy prudence shall persuade me to 
leave this garden, without taking full vengeance on that 
unworthy Cnsar, and the pretended philosopher, if indeed 
he turns out to have assumed a diaracter" — ^Ihe Count 
was here beginning to raise his voice, when the Saxon, 
without ceremony, placed his hand on his mouth. 
'*Thou takest a liberty/' said Count Eobert^ lowering 
however his tones. 

Ay, truly/' said Hereward ; ''when the house is on 
liie, I do not stop to ask whether the water which I 
pour on it he perfuiiied or no." 

This recalled the Frank to a sense of his situation ; 
and if not contented with the Saxon's mode of making 
an apology, he was at least silenced. A distant noise 
was now heard — the Countess listened, and changed 
colour. "Agatha," she said, "we are like champions 
in the lists, and here comes the adversary. Let us re- 
treat into this side apartment, and so for a while put 
off an encounter thus alamiing.*' So raying, the two 
females withdrew into a sort of anteroom, which opened 
from the principal apartment behind the seat which 
Brenhilda had occupied. 

YOL. XLVL D D 
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Thej had soaioely disappeazed, when, as the stage 
direction has it, enter from the other side the CflBsar 

and Agelastes. Thoy liad perhaps heard the last words 
of Breuhilda, for the CaBsar repeated in a low tone~ . 

" MOitat omnia amanB^ habet et sua oastra Cupidou 

Wha1> has our fair opponent withdiawn her forces) 
"So matter, it shows she thinks of the warfistre, thou<^'h 
the enemy be nut in sight Well, thou shalt not have 
to upbraid me this time, Agelastes, with precipitating 
.mj amours, and depriving mjself of the pleasure of 
poisuit By HeayenSy I will be as rogular in my pro- 
gress as if in reality I here on my shonlders the whole 
load of years which make the difference between us : 
for I shrewdly suspect that with thee, old man, it is 
that enyions churl Time that hath plucked the wings 
of Cupid." 

" Say not so, mighty Caesar," said the old man ; "it 
is the hand of Prudence, which, depriving Cupid's 
wing of some wild feathers, leaves him atill enough to 
fly with an equal and steady flight" 

Thy flight, however, was less measured, Agelastes, 
when thou didst collect that armoury — that magazine 
of Cupid's panoply, out of which thy kindness per- 
mitted me but now to arm myself or rather to repair 
my accoutrements.'' 

So saying, he glanced his eye over his own person, 
hhizing with gems, and adorned with a chain of gold, 
bracelets, rings, and other ornaments, which, with a 
new and splendid habit^ assumed since his arrival at 
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these Cytherean gaidens, tended to set off biB veiy 

handsome figure. 

"I am glad," said Agelastes, "if you have found 
amoxig toysy which I now never wear, and seldom made 
use of eyen when life was young with me^ any thing 
which may set off your natural advantages. Remember 
only this slight condition, that such of these trifles as 
have made part of your wearing apparel on this distin- 
guished day, cannot return to a meaner owner^ but must 
of neoessily remain the proper^ of that greatness of 
which they had onoe formed tibe ornament" 

** I cannot consent to this, my worthy friend," said 
the Cajsar ; " I know thou vainest these jewels only in 
80 far as a philosopher may value them ; that is, for 
nothing save the remembrances which attach to them. 
This large seal-ring, for instance^ was — have heard 
you say — ^the property of Socrates ; if so, you cannot 
view it save with devout thankfulness, that your own 
philosophy has never been tried with the exercise o£ a 
Xantippe. These clasps released, in older times^ the 
lovely bosom of Phryne ; and they now belong to one 
who could do better homage to the beauties they con- 
cealed or discovered than could the cynic Diogenes. 
These buckles, too" 

"I will spare thy ingenuity, good youth," said' 
Agelastes, somewhat netded ; or rather, noble Otesar. 
Keep thy wit — thou wilt have ample occasion for it." 

** Fear not me," said the Caestar. " Let us proceed, 
since you will, to exercise the gifts which we possess^ 
such as they are^ either natural or bequeathed to us by 
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our dear and lespected friend. Hahl" he aaad^ the 

door opening snddenly, and the Countesa almoet meet- 
ing him, " our wishes are here anticipated." 

He bowed accordingly with the deepest deference to 
the Lady Bienhilday who^ having made aome alteiationa 
to eohanoe the aiplendoar of her attire^ now xaoyed for- 
ward from the withdiawing-room into which she had 
retreated. 

" Hail, noble lady," said the Caesar, " whom I have 
visited with the intentionTof apologizing for detaining 
you, in aome degree againBt yodr will, in those strange 

regions in which you unexpectedly find yourself" 

" Not in some degree," answered the lady, " but en- 
tirely contrary to my inclinations, which are, to be with 
mf hnahand the Count of Pane, and the foUowera who 
have taken the cross under his banner/' 

" Such, doubtless, were your thoughts when you left 
the land of the west," said Agel;ustes ; "but, fair Coun- 
tess, have they experienced no change ? You have left 
a shore streaming with hnman blood when Ihe slightest 
provocation occorred, and then hast oome to one whose 
principal maxim is to increase the sum of human happi- 
ness by every mode which can be invented. In the 
west yonder, he or she is respected most who can beat 
exercise their tryrannical strength in making others 
miserable^ while in these more placid reahns, we reserve 
oar garlaiiils for tho ingenious youth, or lovely lady, who 
can best make happy the person whose affection is hxed 
upon her." 

^'Bnt^ reverend philosopher," said the Countess^ 
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who labonieet so artificially in zeoommending flie yoke 
of pleasnxe, know ihat you contradict every notion which 
I haTB been taught fiom my infancy. In the land 

where my nurture lay, so far are we from acknowledging 
your doctrines^ that we match not^ except like the lion 
and the lioneasy whan the male has compelled the female 
to acknowledge hia sapexior worth and valour. Such is 
our rule, that a damsel, even of mean degree, would 
think herseK heinously undermatcbed, if wedded to a 
gallant whose fame in arms was yet unknown." 

<'Bat^ noble lady," said the Caesai^ '^a dying man 
may thm find room fi>r some fiiint hope. Were there 
bnt a chance that distinction in arms could gain those 
aiiections which have been stolen, rather than fairly 
conferred, how many are there who would willingly 
enter into the competition where the prise is so fitir I 
What is the enterprise too bold to be nndertaken on 
snch a condition ! And where is tiie indiyidnal whose 
heart would not feel, that in baring his sword for the 
prize, he made tow never to return it to the scabbard 
without, the pzond boast^ What I have not yet won, I 
have deserved 

"You see, lady," said Agelastes, who, apprehending 
that the last speech of the Caesar had made some im- 
pression, hastened to follow it up with a suitable obser- 
vation — **Ymk see that the fire ci chivalry bums as 
gallantly in the bosom of the Grecians as in that of the 
western nations." 

"Yes," answered Brenliilda, "and I have heard of 
the celebrated siege of Troy^ on which occasion a das- 

DD 3 
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tardly ooward caxried off the wife of a faiaye man, 
shmuied every proffer of enootmter -with the husband 

whom he had wronged, and linally caused the death of 
his numerous brothers, the destruction of his nativo 
city, with all the wealth which it contained, and died 
himself the death of a pitifal poltroon, lamented only by 
his worthless leman, to show how well the mlea of 
cliivalry w^ere understooil by your predecessors." 

" Lady, you mistake," said the Caesar ; "the offencee 
of Paris were those of a dissolute Asiatic the ooniage 
which avenged them was that of the Gieek Empire." 

"You are learned, sir,*' said the lady; "but think 
not that I will trust your words until you produce be- 
fore me a Grecian knight, gallant enough to look upon 
the armed crest of my husband without quaking." 

^'That^ metiiinks^ were not extremely difficult,'' re- 
turned the Csesar ; " if they have not flattered me, I 
have myself been thought equal in battle to more dan- 
gerous men than him who has been strangely mated 
with the Lady Brenhilda.'' 

" That is soon tried," answered the Countess. You 
will haidly, 1 tliink, deny, that my husband, separated 
from me by some unworthy trick, is still at thy command, 
and could be produced at thy pleasure. I wUl ask no 
armour for him save what he wears, no weapon but his 
good sword Tranchefer ; then place him in this chamber, 
or any other lists equally narrow, and if lie flinch, or 
cry craven, or remain dead imder shield, let Brenhilda 
be the prize of the conqueror. — ^Merciful Heaven 1 " she 
concluded, as she sunk back upon her seat^ forgive m& 
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for the crime of even imagining Bneli a termination, 

which is equal almobl; to douLting thine unerriug judg- 
ment ! " 

**Let me, however," said the Caesar, "catch up these 
precioos words before they &11 to the ground. — ^Let me 
hope that he, to vhom the heavens shall give power and 
strength to conquer tliis highly-cstccmed Count of Paris, 
sliall succeed him in the altections of Brenhilda; and 
believe me, the sun plunges not through the sky to his 
lesting-place, with the same eelerily that I shall hasten 
to the encounter." 

** Now, by Heaven ! " said Count Robert, in an 
anxious whisper to Hereward, "it is too much to ex- 
pect me to stand by and hear a contemptible Greek, 
who durst not stand even the rattling fioewell which 
Tranchefer takes of his scabbard, brave me in my absence, 
and affect to make love to my lady par amours ! And 
she, too — methinks Brenhilda allows more license 
than she is wont to do to yonder chattering popii\jay. 
By the rood 1 I will spring into the apartment, fipont 
them with my personal appearance, and confute yonder 
braggart in a manner he is like to remember." 

" Under favour," said the Varangian, who was the 
only auditor of this violent speech, ''you shall be ruled 
by calm reason while I am with you. When we are 
separated, let the devil of knight-errantry, which has 
such possession of thee, take thee upon his shoulders^ 
and cany thee full tilt wheresoever he lists.'* 

^ Thou art a brute»" said the County looking at him 
with a contempt corresponding to the expression he 
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made use oi; not only without hnmamty, but without 
the sense of natnial honour or nainial shame» The 

most despicable of animals stands not by tamely and 
sees another assail his mate. The bull offers his horns 
to a rival — the mastiff uses his jaws — and even the 
timid stag becomes furious, and gores.'' 

Because they are beasts,'' said theYarangian, and 
their mistresses also creatures without shame or reason, 
who are not aware of the sanctity of a choice. But 
thou, too, County canst thou not see the obvious pur- 
pose of this poor lady, foisaken by all the world, to 
keep her &i1h towards thee, by eluding the snares 
with which wicked men have beset her 1 By the souls 
of my fathers 1 my heart is so much moved by her 
ingenuity, mingled as I see it is with the most perfect 
candour and &ith, that I myself in fiftult of a better 
champion, would willingly raise the axe in her 
behalf ! " 

" I thank thee, my good friend," said the Count; " I 
thank thee as heartily as if it wore possible thou 
shouldst be left to do that good office for Brenhilda, the 
beloved of many a noble lord, the nustiess of many a 

powerful vassal ; and, what is more, much more than 
thanks, I crave thy pardon for the wrong I did thee 
but now." 

" My pardon you cannot need," said the Yarangian ; 
^ for I take no offence that is not seriously meant — 

Stay, they speak again." 

^* It is strange it should be so," said the Csesar, as he 
paced the apartment; but methinks, nay, I am almost 
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certaisy Agelastes, that I hear voices in the vicinity of 
this apartment of thy privacy." 

" It is impossible," said Agelastes ; " but I will go 
and see*" 

Perceiving him to leave the pavilion, the Varangian 
made the Fxank sensible that tiiey must oronch down 
among a little thicket of evergreens, where they lay 

completely obscured. The philosopher made his rouuds 
with a heavy step, but a watchful eye ; and the two 
listeners were obliged to observe the strictest silence^ 
"without motion of any kind, until he had completed an 
ineffectoal search, and returned into the pavilion. 

** By my faith," brave man, said the Count, ere we 
return to our skulking-place, I must tell thee in thine 
ear, that never, in my life^ was temptation so stroQg 
upon me, as that which prompted me to beat out that 
old hypocrite^s brains, provided I could have reconciled 
it with my honour ; and heartily do I wish that thou, 
whose honour no way withheld thee, hadst experienced 
and given way to some impulse of a nmikr nature." 

Such fimcies have passed through my head,** said 
tlic Varangian ; " but I will not follow them till they 
are consistent both with our own safety, and more par- 
ticularly with that of the Countess." 

*' I thank thee again for thy good-will to hei^" said 
Count Eobert; and, by Heaven I if fight we must at 
length, as it seems likely, I will neither grudge thee an 
honourable antagonist, nor fair quarter if the combat 
goes against thee." 

<<Thou hast my thanks," was the reply of Hereward; 
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only, Ibr Hearen's sake, be dlent in this cQigunclnue^ 
and do what tihoa wilt afterwards." 

Before the Varangian and the Count had again re- 
Buiued their posture of listeners, the parties within the 
pavilion, conceiving themselves nnwatched, had le- 
sumed their conversation, speaking low, yet with con- 
siderable animation. 

It is in vain you would persuade me," said the 

Countess, " that you know not where my husband is, 
or that you have not the most absolute induence over 
his captivity. Who else could have an interest in 
banishing or putting to death the husband, but he that 

affects to admire the wife 1 " 

" You do me wrong, beautiful lady," answered the 
Csesar, and forget that I can in no shape be termed 
the movingHspring of this empire ; that my &ther-in- 
law, Alexius, is the Emperor; and that the woman who 
terms herself my wife, is jealous as a fiend, can be of 
my slightest motion. What possibility was there that 
I should work the captivity of your husband and your 
own 9 The open a&ont which the Count of Paris put 
upon the Emperor, was one which he was likely to 
avenge, either by secret guile or by open force. Me it 
no way touched, save as tlie humble vassal of thy 
eharms ; and it was by the wisdom and the art of the 
sage Agelastes, that I was able to extricate thee firom 
the gulf in which thou hadst else certainly perished, 
^ay, weep not, lady, for as yet we know not the fote of 
Count Eobert ; but, credit me, it is wisdom to choose a 
better protector, and consider him as no more I " 
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*^ A better than him," said Brenhilda^ " I can never 
have, were I to chooae out of the knighthood of all the 
world." 

** This liand," said the Caesar, drawing himself into a 
martial attitude, should decide that question, were the 
man of whom thou thinkest so much yet moving on the 
&oe of this earth and at liberty/' 

" Thou art," said Brenhilda, looking fixedly at him 
with the fire of indignation flashing from every feature 
— " thou art — but it avails not telling theo what is thy 
real name; believe me, the world shall one day ring 
with it^ and be justly sensible of its value. Observe 
what I am about to say — Robert of Paris is gone — or 
captive, I know not where. He cannot tight the match 
of which thou seemest so desirous — but here stands 
Brenhilda, bom heiress of Aspramonte^ by marriage the 
wedded wife of the good Count of Paria She was 
never matched in the lists by niortid man, except the 
valiant Count; and since thou art so grieved that thou 
canst not meet her husband in battle, thou canst not 
surely object^ if she is willing to meet thee in his stead ! " 

^ How, madam?*' said ^e Caesar, astonished; ''do 
you propose yourself to hold the lists against me ] " 

" Against you," said the Countess ; " against all the 
Grecian empire, if they shall affirm that Bobert of Paris 
is justly used and lawfully confined." 

" And are the conditions," said the Csesar, ''the same 
as if Count Eobert himself held the lists ? The van- 
quished must then be at the pleasure of the conqueror 
for flood or eviL** 
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It would seem so^" said the Coantesfl, nor do I 
lefdse tiie hazard; only, that if the other champion, 
shall bite the dust, the noble Connt Robert shall be 

set at liberty, and permitted to depart with, all suitable 
honours." 

" This I refuse noV said the Ceesar, provided it is 
in my power." 

A deep growling sound, like that of a modem gong, 
here interrupted the conference. 
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CHAPTER TH£ Km£X££NTIL 

The Varangian and Count Kol)ert, at every risk of 
discovery, had remained so near as fully to conjecture, 
though they could not ezpieafily OYefhear^ the purport 
of the oonTBisatiozu 

^ He has accepted her challenge !" said the Goont of 
Paris. 

** And with apparent willingness," said Hereward. 
0, doubtlesa^ doubtlese," — answered the Crusader ; 

but he knows not the skill in war which a woman 
may attain ; for my part, God knows I have enough 
depending upon the issue of this contest, yet suck is 
my confidence, that I would to God I had more. I 
▼ow to our Lady of the Broken Lances, that I desire 
eveiy furrow of land I possess— ereij honour which I 
can call my own, from the Countship of VtaiB, down to 
the leather tluit binds my spur, were dependont and at 
issue upon this fair field, between your Caesar, as men 
term him, and Brenhilda of Aspramonta'' 

It is a noble oonfidence," said the Yaiangian, ''nor 
durst I say it is a rash one ; only I cannot but remem- 
ber that the Caesar is a strong man as well as a hand- 
some, expert in the use of arms, and, above all, less 
strictly bound than you esteem yourself by the rules of 
honour. There are many ways in which advantage 
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may be giyen and taken, wMch will not^ in the CsBsar's 
estimatioii, alter the character of the field from an equal 

one, although it might do so in the opinion of the 
chiyalrous Count of Paris, or even in that of the poor 
Yaraogian. But first let me ocmdiict you to some place 
of safely, ios your escape must be soon, if it is not 
already, detected. The soands which we heard intimate 
that some of his confederate plotters have visited the 
garden on oither than love affairs. I will guide thee to 
another arame than that by which we entered. But 
you would hardly, I suppose^ be pleased to adopt the 
wisest alternative V 

"And what may that be V said the Count. 

" To give thy purse, though it were thine all, to some 
poor ferryman to waft thee otbt the Hellespont^ then 
hasten to carry thy complaint to Godttej d Bouillon, 
and what friends thou mayst have among thy brethren 
crusaders, and determine, as thou easily canst, on a 
sufficient number of them to come back and menace 
the city with instant war, unless the Emperor should 
deliver up thy lady, most un&nly made prisoner, and 
prevent, by his authority, this absurd and unnatural 
combat" 

"And would you have me, then,'' said Count Kobert, 
''move the crusaders to break a Mrly appointed field of 
battle ? Bo you think that Godli»y of Bouillon would 

turn back upon his pilgrimage for such an unworthy 
purpose j or that the Countess of Paris would accept as 
a service, means of safety which would stain her honour 
for ever, by breaking an appointment solenmly made on 
her own diallenge ? — Never V* 
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My judgment is tlien at fiEtuIV' said the Yarangiaiiy 
''for I see I can V*«intnAr ont no eaq[>edient which is not^ 
in some extrayagant manner or another, controlled by 

your foolish notions. Here is a man who has been 
trapped into the power of his enemy, that he might not 
interfere to prevent a base stratagem npon his lady, 
involving both her life and honour ; yet he thinks it a 
matter of necessity that he keeps faith as precisely with 
these midnight poisoners, as ho would had it been 
pledged to the moat honourable men !" 

Thon say'st a painfal truth,'' said Count Eobert ; 
''but my word is the emblem of my Mth ; and if I pass 
it to a dishonourable or Pithless foe, it is imprudently 
done on my part ; l)at if I break it, being once pledged, 
it is a dishonourable action, and the disgrace can never 
be washed from my shield." 

" Do yon mean, then,'' said the Yaiangiai^ " to suffer 
your wife's honour to remain pledged as it at present is, 
on the event of an unequal combat V* 

" God and the saints pardon thee such a thought ! " 
said the Count of Paris. " I will go to see this combat 
with a heart as firm, if not as lights as any time I ever 
saw spears splintered If by the influence of any acci- 
dent or treachery, — for fairly, and with such an an- 
tagonist^ Brenhilda of Aspramonte cannot be over- 
thrown, — step into the lists, proclaim the CsBsar as 
he is — a villain — show tiie fiilsehood of his conduct 
from beginning to end, — ^appeal to every noble heart 
that hears me, and then — God show the right !" 

Hereward paused, and shook his head. All thisi" 
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he saidj " mi^ be feasible enanghy pioTided the com- 
bat were to be fought in the presence of yonr own 

countrymen, or even, by the mass ! if the Varangians 
were to be guards of the lists. But treachery of every 
kind is so familiar to the Greeks^ that I question if 
they wouM view the conduct of their Cnsar as any- 
thing else than a pardonable and natnial stratagem of 
Dan Cupid, to be smiled a1^ rather than subjected to 
disgrace or punishment." 

« A nation," said Count £obeit^ ''who could snule 
at such a jest^ may Hearken lefuse them sympathy at 
their utmost need, when their sword is broken in Iheir 
hand, and their wives and daughters shrieking in the 
relentless giasp of a barbarous enemy 1 " 

Herewaid looked upon his companion^ whose flushed 
chedcs and sparkling ^es bore witness to his enthu- 
siasm. 

I see," he said, " you are resolved, and I know that 
your resolution can in justice be called by no other 
name than an act of heroic folly — ^What then ) it is 
long since life has been bitter to the Yaxangian eEzOe. 
Mom has raised him from a joyless bed, which night 
has seen him lie down, upon wearied with wielding 
a mercenary weapon in the wars of straugers. £[e has 
longed to lay down his life in an honourable cause, and 
this is one in which the extremity and yery essence of. 
honour is implicated It tallies also with my scheme of 
saving the Emperor, which wdll bo greatly facilitated by 
the downfall of his ungrateful son-in-law." Then ad- 
dressing himself to the County he continaed, Well^ 

TOL ZLYI. B B 
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&ii County 88 thoa art the person pnndpally ooneemed, 
I am wining to yield to thy Teasommg in this affidr; 

but I hope you will permit me to mingle with your 
resolution some advices of a more everyday and less 
fantastic nature, f^oi example, thy escape from the 
dungeons of the Blacquemal most soon be generally 
known. In pmdenoe, indeed^ I myself must be the 
first to communicate it, since otherwise the suspicion 
will fall on me — "Where do you think of conccalin(:r 
yourself? foi assuredly the search will be close and 
general" 

^For thaV said the Conni of Paris, I mnst be 

indebted to tliy suggestion, with thanks for every lie 
which thou findest thyself obliged to make, to contrive, 
and produce in my behalf, entreating thee only to render 
them as few as possible^ they being a coin which I 
myself ne^er &bTicat&" 

"Sir knight," answered Heieward, "let mc Ixgin 
first by saying, that no knight that ever belted sword is 
more a slave to truth, wlion truth is observed towards 
hiniythantliepoor soldier who talks to thee; bntwhen 
the game depends not upon ftir play, bnt upon lulling 
men's cautiousness asleep by I'alsehood, and drugging 
their senses by opiate draughts, they who would scruple 
at no means of deceiving me, can hardly expect that I, 
who am paid in sack base money, should pass nothing 
on my part bat what 'is lawfol and genuine. For the 
present thou must remain concealed within my poor 
apartment^ in the barracks of the Varangians, which 
i^ the last place where they will think of seeking for 
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thee. Take tlu% mj upper doak, aad follow me ; and 
now that we are alwut to leave these gardens, thou 

mayst follow me unsuspected as a sentinel attending 
his ofiicer ; for, take it along with, jou^ noble County 
that we Varangians are a sort of persons upon whom 
the Greeks care not to look very long or fixedly." 

They now reached the gate where they had been 
admitted by the negress, and Hereward, who was in- 
trusted ynih. the power, it seems, of letting himself out 
of the philosopher's premises, though not of entering 
without assistance fcom the portress, took out a key 
which turned the lock on the garden side, so that they 
soon found themselves at Hberty. They then proceeded 
by by-paths through the city, Hereward leading the 
way, and the Count following; without speech or 
remonstrance^ until they stood before the portal of the 
barracks of the Varangians. 

" Make haste," said the sentinel who was on duty, 
" dinner is already begun. The communication sounded 
joyfully in the ears of Hereward, who was much afraid 
that his companion might have been stopt and examined. 
By a side passage he reached his own quarters, and 
introduced the Count into a small room, the sleeping 
chamber of his squire, where he apologized for leaving 
him for some time; and, going out^ locked the door, 
for fear, as he said, of intrusion. 

The demon of suspicion was not very likely to molest 
a mind so frankly constituted as that of Count Eohert, 
and yet the last action of Hereward did not iail to 
occasion some painful reflections. 

aE2 
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« This man," he said, ''had needs be true^ for I haye 
reposed in him a mighty trust, which few hirelings in 

his situation would honourably discharge. AVhat is to 
prevent him to report to the principal officer of his 
watch, that the Eiank prisoner, Robert Coimt of ParLs^ 
whose wife stands engaged for so despeiate a oombat 
with l^e OflBsar, has escaped, indeed, this morning, ^m 
the prisons of the Llacquerual, but has sullered him- 
self to be trepanned at noon, and is again a captive in 
the barracks of the Varangian Guard 1 — ^what means 
of defence axe mine, were I discovered to these merce- 
naries 1— What man could do, by the &Toar of onr 
l<ady of the Broken Lances, I have not failed to achieve. 
I have slain a tiger in single combat — I have killed 
one warder, and conquered the desperate and gigantic 
creature by whom he was supported. I have had 
terms enough at command to bring over iStm Varangian 
to my side, in appearance at least ; yet all this does 
not encourage me to hope that I could long keep at 
bay ten or a dozen such men as these beef-ied knaves 
appear to be, led in upon me by a feUow of thews and 
sinews such as those of my late companion. — Yet for 
shame, Robert ! such thoughts are unworthy a de- 
scendant of Charlemagne. When wert thou wont so 
curiously to count thine enemies, and when wert thim 
wont to be suspicious^ since he, whose bosom may truly 
boast itself incapable of fraud, ou<]jht in honesty to be 
the last to expect it in another '? The Varangian's look 
is open, his coolness in danger is striking, his speech is 
more £cank and ready than ever was that of a traitor; 
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If he is false, there is no faith in the hand of nature, 
for truth, sincerity^ and coinage are wiitten upon his 

forehead." 

While Count Eoberfe was thus xeflectiiig upon hk 
condition, and oomhating the thick-coming donbta and 

suspicions which its uncertainties gave rise to, he began 
to ho sensible that he had not eaten for many hours ; 
and amidst many doubts and fears of a more heroic 
natore^ he half entertained a lurking sospicion, that 
they meant to let hunger undermine his strength hefine 
they adventured into the apartment to deal ^vvith him. 

Wo shall best see how far these doubts were deserved 
by Hereward, or how far they were uigust^ by following 
his course after he left his harrack-roonL Snatching a 
morsel of dinner, which he ate with an alfectation of 
great hunger, but, in fact, that his attention to his food 
might be a pretence for dispensing with disagreeable 
questions^ or with conversation of any kind, he pleaded 
duty, and immediately leaving his comradee^ directed 
his course to the lodgings of Achilles Tatins, which 
were a part of the same building. A Syrian slave, who 
opened the doorj after a deep reverence to Hereward, 
^om he knew as a favourite attendant of the Acolyte^ 
said to him that his master was gone forth^ but had 
desired him to say, that if he wished to see him, he 
'would find him at the Philosopher's Gardens, so called, 
as belonging to the sage Agelastcs. 

Hereward turned about instantly, and availing him- 
self of his knowledge of Constantinople to thread its 
streets in the shortest time possible, at length stood 



Digitized by Google 



WAVSBLEY KOTBId 



alone befbie the door in the garden-wall, at which he 
and the Cotint of Paris bad previously been admitted 

in the earlier part of the day. The same negress 
appeared at the same private signal, and when he 
asked for Achilles TatiuSi she replied, with some sharp* 
nesa^ ''Since you were here this morning, I marvel you 
did not meet him, or that, having business with him, 
you did not stay till ho arrived. Sure I am, that not 
long after yoa entered the garden the Acolyte was 
inquiring for you." 

It skiUs not^ old woman," said the Varangian ; ^ I 
communicate the reason of my motions to my com- 
mander, but not to thee." He entered the garden 
accordingly, and avoiding the twilight path that led 
to the Bower of Love^ — so was the pavilion named 
in which be bad overheard the dialogue between the 
Caesar and the Countess of Paris, — he arrived before a 
simple garden-house, whoso humble and modest front 
seemed to announce that it was the abode of philosophy 
and learning. Here, passing before the windows, he 
made some little noise, expecting to atfaraet the atten- 
tion either of Achilles Tatius, or liis accomplice Ago- 
lastes, as chance should determine. It was the first 
who heard, and who replied. The door opened; a 
loftj plnme stooped itself that its owner migbt cross 
the threshold, and the stately form of Achilles Tatius 
entered the gardens. "What now," he said, "om* 
trusty sentinel ? what hast thou, at this time of day, 
come to report to us ? Thou art our good Mend, and 
highly esteemed soldier, and well we wot thine errand 
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mtbrt be of importaiicei smce thou hast bzought it thy- 
self and at an hour so tmusoaL" 

" Pray Heaven," said Hereward, " that the news I 
haye brought deserve a welcome." 

Speak them instantly/' said the Acolyte, "good or 
bad ; ihoa speakest to a man to whom fear is unknown.*' 
But his eye, which quailed as he looked on the soldier 
— ^his colour, which went and came — ^his hands, which 
busied themselves in an uncertain manner in adjusting 
the belt of his sword, — all argued a state of mind very 
different from that which his tone of defiance would 
fain have implied. Courage,** he said, "my trusty 
soldier ! speak the news to me. I can bear the worst 
thou hast to tell," 

** In a word, then," said the Varangian, your Valour 
direeted me tiiis morning to play the office of master of 
the rounds upon those dungeons of the l^lacquernal 
palace, where last night the boisterous Count Bobert 

of Pans was incarcerated " 

remember well," said Achilles Tatius. — "What 

then 9 

"As I reposed me," said Hereward, "in an apart- 
ment above the vaults, I heard cries from beneath, of 
a kind which attracted my attention. I hastened to 
examine^ and my surprise was extreme, when looking 
down into the dungeon, though I could see nothing 
distinctly, yet, by the wailing and wliimpering sounds, 
I conceived that the Man of the forest^ the animal 
called Sylvan, whom our sbldiers have so far indoe^ 
trinated in our Saxon tongue as to make him useM in 
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the "wazds of tlie priflon, was bemoaxdng himgelf on 
acooant of some Tiolent injury. Descending with a 
torch, I found the bed on which the prisoner had been 
let down burnt to cinders ; the tiger which had been 
chained within a spring of it^ with its skull broken to 
pieces ; the creatine ealled Sylyan, piostxate, and writh- 
ing nnder great pain and terror, and no prisoner what- 
ever in the dungeon. There were marks that all the 
fastenings had been withdrawn by a Mytilenian soldier, 
companion of mj wiatch, when he visited the dongeon 
at tilie nsoal hour; and as, in my anxkms search, I 
at length found his dead body, slain apparently by a 
stab in the throat, I was obliged to believe tliat while I 
was examining the cell, he, this Count Kobert, with 

whose daring life the adyentme is weU consistent, had 
escaped to the upper air, by means, donbtiess, of the 

ladder and trap-door by wliich I li.id descended" 

" And wherefore didst thou not instantly call treason 
and raise the hue and cij I " demanded the Acolyte. 

I dared not yentore to do so^^' replied the Va- 
rangian, ^ till I had instraetions £K>m your Valour. 
The alarminp^ cry of treason, and the various rumours 
likely at this moment to ensue, might have involyed a 
search so dose, as perchance would have discovraed 
matters in which the Acolyte himself would have heen 
Tendered subject to suspicion." 

Thou art right," said Achilles Tatius, in a whisper ; 
" and yet it will be necessary that we do not pretend 
any longer to conceal the flight of this important 
prisoner, if we would not pass for being his accomplices. 
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Where thinkest thou this unhappy fugitive can have 
taken refuge 1 " 

** That I vafl in hopes of leazmng ficom your Valour's 
greater 'wisdom," said B[e(rewaid. 

^ Thinkest thon not/' said Achilles, " that he may 
have crossed the Hellespont, in order to rejoin his own 
countrymen and adherents 1 " 

*^ It is much to he dzeaded," said Heieward. Un- 
doubtedlyy if the Count listened to the advice of any 
one who knew the fitce of the countiy, such would hd 
the very counsel he would receive." 

" The danger, then, of his return at the head of a 
YQDgeful body of iEianke^" said the Acolyte, ^is not so 
immediate as I appiehended at fizst^ for the Empexor 
gave positive oxders that the TxMtts and galleys which 
yesterday transported the crusaders to the shores of Asia 
should recross the strait, and hnng hack no single one 
of ihem £com the step upon their journey on which he 
had so &r furthered theuL — ^Besides, th^ all, — their 
leaders, that is to say, — ^made their vows hefore cross- 
ing, that they would not turn back so much as a foot's 
pace, now that they had set actually forth on the road 
to Palestine." 

** So, therefore," said Herewaid, ^<one of two propo- 
sitions is unquestionable ; either Count Robert is on the 
eastern side of the strait, having no means of returning 
with his brethren to avenge the usage he has received, 
and may therefore be securely set at defiance^— or else 
he lurks some^iihere in Constantinople, without a £dlend 
or ally to take his part, or encourage him openly to stat^ 
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his supposed wrongs ; — ^in either case, there can, I think^ 
be no tact in conve}'ing to the palace the news that he 
has freed himself, since it "would only alarm the Courts 
and afford the Emperor ground for many suspicions. — 
Bat it 18 xiot for an ignorant barbarian like me to pre- 
scribe a course of conduct to your yalonr and wisdom^ 
and methinks the sage Agelastes were a iiLter counsel- 
lor than such as I am." 

" No, no, no," said the Acolyte, in a hurried whisper; 
the philosophy and I are right good friends^ sworn 
good friends, very especially bound together; bat should 
it come to this, that one of us must needs throw before 
the footstool of the Emperor the head of the other, I 
think thou wouldst not advise that I, whose hairs have 
not a trace of silver, shoald be the last in making 
the offering ; therefore we will say nothing of this 
mishap, but f^ive thee full power, and the highest charge 
to seek for Count Eobert of Paiis^ be he dead or alive, 
to seeure him within the dungeons set apart for the 
discipline of our own corps, and when thou hast done 
so, to bring me notice. I may make him my friend in 
many ways, by extricating his wife from danger by the 
axes of my Varangians. What is there in this metro- 
polis that they have to oppose them ) " 

^ When ndsed in a just causey" answered Hereward, 

^'nothing/' 

**Hah! — say'st thou?" said the Acolyte; "how 
meanest thou by that! — but I know — Thou art scru- 
pulous about having the just and lawful command of 
ifay officer in eveiy action in which thou art engaged, 
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and, thinlriiig in that dutiful and soldierlika maimer, it 
is my duty as thine Acolyte to see thy scruples satisfied 

A warrant slialt thou have, with full powers, to seek for 
and imprison this foreign Count of whom we have been 
Speaking — And, hark thee, my excellent friend," h.e 
continued, with some hesitation, **1 think thou hadst 
better begone, and begin, or rather continue thy search. 
It is unnecessary to inform our friend Agelastes of what 
has happened, until his advice be more needful than a3 
yet it is on the occasion. Home — bome to the barracks ; 
I will account to him for thy appearance beze, if be be 
curious on the subject, which, as a suspicious old luan, 
he is hkely to be. Go to the barracks and act as if 
thou hadst a warrant in every respect full and ample. 
I will provide thee with one wben I come back to my 
quarters.** 

The Varangian tuined hastily homewards. 

''Now, is it not," be said, "a strange thing, and 
enough to make a man a rogue for life — to observe bow 
tbe devil encourages yotmg beginnezs in fidsebood I I 
have told a greater lie— «t least I have suppressed more 
truth — than on any occasion before in my whole life — 
and what is the conse(^uence 1 Why, my commander 
throws almost at my head a warrant sufficient to 
guarantee and protect me in all I have done, or jxropoae 
to do 1 If the foul fiend were tbus regular in protecting 
his votaries, mcthinks tliey woulu have little reason to 
complain of him, or better men to be astonished at their 
number. But a time comeSi they say, wben be seldom 
&ilB to desert them. Therefore, get thee behind me^ 
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Satan! If I have seemed to he thy servant for ar shout 

time, it is but with an honest and Chiistian purpose." 

As he entertained these thoughts he looked back 
upon the path, and was startled at an apparition of a 
creatine of a much greater size^ and a stranger shape 
than hmnan, covered, all hat the &ce, ynisk a reddish- 
dun fur ; his expression an ugly, and yet a sad melan- 
choly ; a cloth was wrapped round one hand, and an air 
of pain and languor bespoke suffering from a wound. 
So mudi was Heiewaid pre-oocupied with his own 
reflections, that at first he thought his imagination had 
actually raised the devil ; but after a sudden start of 
surprise, he recognised his acquaintance Sylvan, " Hah ! 
Did ^iendy^' he said, I am happy fhou hast made thy 
escape to a place where thon wilt find plenty of firuit 
to support thee. Take my advico — keep out of the 
way of discovery — Keep thy friend's counsel*' 

The Man of the Wood uttered a chattering noise in 
zetnm to this address. 

^ I understand thee/* said Hereward, "thou wilt tell 
no talcs thou sayest ; and faith I will trust thee rather 
than the better part of my own two-legged race, who 
are eternally circumventing or murdacing each other." 

A minute after the creatoie was out of sights Here- 
ward heard the shriek of a female, and a voice which 
cried for help. The accents must have been uncom- 
monly interesting to the Yaiangian, since, forgetting 
his own dangerous situation, he immediately turned and 
flew to the suppliant's assistance. 
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Non A, p. 46*— Ck>5B!EABlDKXniS> 

The impre^on which the unperial city was calculated to 
make on such visitors as the Crusaders of tibe West, given by 
the ancient French chronicler YiDehardouin, who waa prawnt at 
tbo oaptnre of 1208. ''When we had oome," he eaya, 
wiiUn three leagues, to a oertam Abbey, then we ooold plainly 
survey Conatantinople. There the ships and the galleys came to 
andior; and much did they who had never been in that quarter 
before^ gaze upon the city. That such a dty oonld be in tlie 
woild they had never oonoeiTed, and they were nerer weaiy of 
atariqg at the hi^ waUs and towers with whieh it waa entire^ 
eenoompaased, the rich palaces and lofty diurchea, of which there 
were ao many, that no one could have belieTed it^ if he had not 
aeen with his own eyea that city, the Queen of aU cities. And 
know tiiat there was not so bold a heart there^ that it did not led 
some terror at the streqgth of Constantinople." — Chi^ 60. 

Again,— ''And now many of those of the host went to see 
Constantinople within, and the rich palaces and stately dkurchei^ 
of which it possesses so many, and the riches of the place, which 
are such as no other city ever equalled. I need not speak of the 
sanctuaries^ whioih are aa maiqr aa are in all the worid beside."-— 
Chap. 100. 

Kcos B, p^ 55.— >YABANauir8. 

yUlehardouin, in describing the siege of Constantinople, 
1203, says, 'Li mun la mult gamis d'Ani^ois et de Danoi%*'-* 
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hence the dissertation of Ducange here quoted, and several 
articles besides in his Glossarium, as Yarangl, n pnprangi, &a 
The etymology of the name is left unoertain, though the German 
fort-gmrjer, i. e. forth-goer, 'wanderer, exihy aeems the most pro- 
bable. The term occurs in varionn Italian and Sicilian docu- 
ments, anterior to the establishment of the Varangian Guards at 
Constantinople, and collected by Muratori : as, for instance, in an 
edict of one of the Loml)ard kings, " Omnes Warengangi, qui de 
exteris finibus in regui nostri finiljiis advenerint, seque sub scuto 
potestntis nostta: ^^tibdiderint, legibus nostris Longobardonim 
vivere dcbcant;" — and in anotluT. *'De Warengangis, nnbiliV)ns, 
mcdiocribii.s, ct rnsticis liominibus, qni usque nunc in terr4 
vestra fugiti sunt, habeatis eos." — Muratori, vol. ii. p. 261. 

With regard to the origin of the Varangian Guard, the most 
distinct testimony is that of Ordericus Vittalis, who says, " "When 
therefore the English had lost their liberty, they turned them- 
selves with zeal to discover the means of throwing off the unac- 
customed yoke. Some fled to Sueno, King of the Danes, to 
excite him to the recovery of the inheritance of his grandfather, 
Canute. Not a few lied into exile in other regions, either from 
the mere desire of escaping from under the Norman nde, or in 
the hope of aequiring wealth, and so being uue day in a condition 
to renew the struggle at home. Some of these, in the bloom of 
youth, penetrated into a far distant land, and offered themselves 
to the military service of the Constantinopolitan Emperor — ^thafc 
wise prince, against wliom Bobert Qtuscard, Boke of Apulia^ had 
tlmi raised all his forces. The En^li exUes were fovoorably 
received, and opposed in battle to the Normans^ for whose en- 
counter the Gre^s themselves were too weak. Alexius began to 
Inuld a town for the English, a little above Constantinople, at a 
place called Oh/eodnA; hut the trouble of the Normans from Sidly 
still increasing, he soon recalled them to the capital, and intrusted 
the principal palace, with all its treasures, to their keeping. Thia 
was the method in which the Saxon En^^ish found their way to 
lonia^ where they slall remain, highly valued by the Emperor 
and the people." — Book iv. p^ 508. 
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NoTA C, p. 230.— Lababuu. 

Ducanj^fi fills li.ilf a column of his huge ]m£rt' with tlie mere 
namoH of the autliorH who have writU^u at Ifiigtli on the Laharuni 
or principal ntandard of the empire for the time oi Coiistjmtiue. 
It consistefl of :i s]»e.'ir of silver, or plated with that met;il, having 
8U8i>ended iroin a cross-beam below the spoke a small square 
silken banner, adonied with portraits of the reigning faniily, and 
over these the famous Monogram which expresses at once the 
figure of the cross and the initial letters of the name of Christi 
The bearer of the Labarum waa an officer of high rank down 
to the last daya of the Byzantine government. — See GiBBOV, 
cbap. 20. 

Ducange seems to have proved, from tiie evidence of coins and 
triumphal monimientfl, that a standard of the form of the Laba- 
rum was used by various barbarous nations long before it was 
adopted by their Homan conquerorcf, and he is of opinion that its 
name also was borrowed from either Teutonic Oermany, or Celtic 
Qaul, or Sclavonic lUyria. It is certain that either the German 
language or the Welsh may afford at this day a perfectly satis&c> 
toiy etymon : Zap-heer in the former, and jMh-hair in the latter, 
having precisely the same meaning — th^ ehth of the hoif. 

The form of the Lab<trum may still be recognised in the 
banners carried in ecclesiastical proceasion& in all Roman Catholic 
countries. 

Note D, p. 246.>-Qaita. 

This Amazon makes a conE^icuous figure in Anna Comnena's 
account of her father s campaigns against liobert Guiscard. On 
one occasion (Alcxiad, lib. iv, p. 03) she represents her as thus 
recalling the fugitive soldiery of her husband to tl^eir duty, — 
'h 8c 7c roira IlaAAas oAAii, jciti^ ASrivri, hot* avruy /uryitmyy 
m^ura ^n^Uy ftovoy ov ro *Ofi-npiKov nros ri) i8if $<aAf kt^ \iyti¥ 
cwicffc Mcx>>< vovov ^cv{c(r0€ ; aT-qre, av€p€s ctrrc. 'As 8c €ri ^etr 
yoyras rovrou^ tupa, Zopv [xaKpov tvayKaXica^fvy), oXovs fSvrrjfxis 
cySoiMra aora T«y ^€vyo»r«ay ivrm, — ^That is, exhorting them, in 
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all but Homeric langnage, at the top of her voice; and when this 
failed, brandishing a long spear, aad rushing upoa the fugitives 
at the utmost speed of her horse. 

Thia heroic lady, according to the Ckronique Scandaleuse of 
those days, was afterwards deluded by some cunning overtures of 
the Greek Emperor, and poisoned her husband, in expectation of 
gaining a place on the throne of Constantinople. Ducange, how- 
ever, rejects the stoiy, and so does Gibbon. 



END OF VOLUME TH£ F0BT7-SIXTH. 
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